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Ninety-five percent of the DACA partici-

pants are working or attend high school; 
Sixty-eight percent of those working have 

seen their pay increase and, thus, are paying 
higher taxes; 

Fifty percent now have driver’s licenses, 
which makes the roads safer for everyone; 

Fifty-four percent have purchased their 
first car; and 

Twelve percent have purchased their first 
home. 

Rescinding DACA would have a wide-
spread, devastating impact not only on a 
generation of industrious young people, but 
also on their families, communities, and our 
society as a whole. 

Thus, we add our voices to those urging 
you, Mr. President, to keep this policy in 
place until Congress puts in place a perma-
nent solution. 

It is our collective prayer that in the com-
ing months congressional leaders work to-
gether to pass sensible and comprehensive 
immigration reform that our country so des-
perately needs, including making the DACA 
program permanent. 

But until that time comes, the least that 
our country can do is to continue supporting 
our DREAMers. Keep DACA in place, Mr. 
President. 

Faithfully, 
The Right Reverend Mariann Edgar Budde, 

Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Wash-
ington; 

Rabbi Bruce Lustig, Senior Rabbi of Wash-
ington Hebrew Congregation; 

Imam Talib M. Shareef, The Nation’s 
Mosque; 

His Eminence Donald Cardinal Wuerl, 
Archbishop of Washington. 

Mr. Speaker, we can do the right 
thing. We can pass comprehensive im-
migration reform, and we should. But 
at least we can pass DACA. 

I know, Mr. Speaker, that there is 
goodwill on both sides. Let’s come to-
gether over this and do the right thing 
as our community leaders and as our 
religious leaders are asking us. 

f 

DEFERRED ACTION FOR 
CHILDHOOD ARRIVALS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
California (Mr. AGUILAR) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. AGUILAR. Mr. Speaker, today is 
not a good day for our Nation. Today, 
800,000 young people across this coun-
try are living in fear. They fear being 
ripped apart from the only home they 
have ever known. They fear being sepa-
rated from their families, from their 
friends, and from the lives they have 
built here. 

They fear deportation, Mr. Speaker, 
and they live with this fear because 
President Trump has decided that the 
Federal Government is going to break 
its promise and turn its back on 
DREAMers. 

These are young men and women who 
did not break the law—they were 
brought to this country as children— 
who went to school here, who work 
here, and who pay taxes here. 

The Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals, or DACA, program brought 
these young people out of the shadows 
and offered them some relief. It gave 
kids who grew up here and who truly 
believe that America is their home a 

chance to lead normal lives and chase 
their dreams. 

The fact of the matter is, though, Mr. 
Speaker, that DACA did not go quite 
far enough. DREAMers are American 
by every measure except for their pa-
perwork, and it is time that we offer 
them a path to citizenship. 

That is why I am here today to call 
upon my colleagues to bring the Dream 
Act back to the floor for a vote—no 
policy riders, no packages, just a 
straight up-or-down vote. Because if 
there are Members of this Chamber 
who still believe that DREAMers 
should remain in the shadows and that 
they should not have a chance to join 
our Nation as citizens, then they 
should stand up and be counted. 

Many of my colleagues here come 
from all walks of life. They have 
charted their own path, however dif-
ficult it may be to join this House. 
DREAMers have earned that chance to 
carve their own path, too. They have 
earned the right to live without fear 
and in peace as Americans. Passing the 
Dream Act is the right thing to do, it 
is the moral thing to do, and, quite 
frankly, Mr. Speaker, it is the Amer-
ican thing to do. 

f 

HURRICANE HARVEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. MAXINE WATERS) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, on August 26, Hurricane 
Harvey began a path of unprecedented 
destruction across southeast Texas. 
The historic levels of rainfall were so 
extraordinary that the National 
Weather Service had to add new colors 
to its map graphics just to record it. 

As of August 30, it was estimated 
that 24.5 trillion gallons of water had 
been dumped over Texas and Louisiana. 
Harvey is now being called the most 
extreme rain event in United States 
history. 

Year after year, the natural disasters 
that hit the United States are becom-
ing more frequent and more severe. 
Democrats understand the root cause: 
climate change. It is long overdue for 
President Trump and the congressional 
Republicans to admit the truth. 

Quickly following the tragic news 
that Harvey was on a path to cause 
catastrophic flooding in Texas, Presi-
dent Trump pledged to help pass the 
necessary financial aid to begin the 
long recovery. But, of course, the 
President and Members of Congress all 
knew we had better not deny or delay 
funding for this very devastating nat-
ural disaster. 

The American people expected their 
government to quickly respond to Har-
vey. However, we must understand that 
there are other laws and policies that 
must be protected, laws that determine 
what the Congress can do and must do 
to assist our country with mitigation, 
preparedness, mapping, and affordable 
national flood insurance. The NFIP 

must be dealt with and must be under-
stood. 

So Mr. Trump’s previous record on 
the issue is appalling and is in direct 
contradiction to his latest pledge. Just 
days before Harvey made landfall, 
Trump repealed an Obama executive 
order that would have required the 
Federal Government to account for cli-
mate change so that infrastructure 
could be built to withstand cata-
strophic events. Trump also sent Con-
gress a budget that cuts funding for 
programs that help us understand, pre-
pare for, and recover from storms like 
Harvey. 

His budget slashes operations and 
funding for the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration’s climate 
research, cuts $62 million from the Na-
tional Weather Service, eliminates the 
Regional Coastal Resilience grants, 
guts Coastal Zone Management grants, 
and cuts $190 million from the National 
Flood Insurance Program’s flood map-
ping program. 

Trump’s budget would also cut $114 
million from the Department of Agri-
culture’s disaster assistance that 
would help farmers recover livestock, 
crops, and equipment that would be 
felt in Texas where many farms are 
currently under several feet of water. 

His budget also completely elimi-
nates HUD’s Community Development 
Block Grant and HOME programs, vital 
grant programs that serve as one of the 
first available sources of funding to 
help communities recover even before 
disaster relief funding can be appro-
priated from Congress. What is more, 
Trump’s budget would have cut $876 
million from the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency’s Disaster Relief 
Fund, the very fund that he is now 
pledging billions of dollars of support 
for. 

So we are pleased that he learned 
after the fact. All told, Trump would 
cut billions of dollars for disaster pre-
paredness and disaster relief programs. 
Of course, he also appointed a known 
climate change denier to lead the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency. So I, for 
one, am not surprised that this is 
where his priorities lie. 

The hypocrisy and shortsightedness 
do not end with Donald Trump. Let us 
remember that many House Repub-
licans, including both Texas Senators, 
opposed disaster aid following 
Superstorm Sandy. Now that the shoe 
is on the other foot, they are asking for 
billions of dollars in taxpayer support 
for their constituents. Of course, we 
should pass a disaster aid package 
quickly and without hesitation because 
it is simply the right thing and the 
American people expect us to do it. But 
just as we are now witnessing the sud-
den change of heart for disaster relief 
in certain Members of Congress, I hope 
that we will see a similar change of 
heart in response to the push of certain 
Republicans to unwind the National 
Flood Insurance Program. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:55 Sep 08, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00010 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K07SE7.018 H07SEPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:50:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




