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amendment, the Service would not be
able to continue to recover the species.
All the Endangered Species Act prohi-
bitions would still apply.

So, in other words, we would stop
them from moving forward, but they
would still be under jurisdiction to
comply. They wouldn’t be able to com-
ply by working with agencies and land
developers and landowners to provide
the ESA compliance.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
would be barred from issuing permits
or from offering exemptions. That
means landowners, industry, and other
parties who might need to take the
Preble’s meadow jumping mouse inci-
dental to otherwise lawful activities,
such as urban development, are vulner-
able to third-party lawsuits.

Another limitation that the Service
would have would be undertaking the
required status reviews of subspecies or
initiating any rulemaking or
downlisting or delisting species.

So now we are talking about deep
dives into what the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life may or may not be impacted by
doing or helping landowners or devel-
opers on an appropriations bill.

Quite frankly, as I have been saying
all night—and I understand people have
the right to come here with these
amendments—the Service has a respon-
sibility to implement the Endangered
Species Act. They are charged with ful-
filling their legal requirements. When
they don’t fulfill their legal require-
ments, it makes them more vulnerable
to lawsuits, which I know is not the
goal of the author of this amendment,
Mr. Chair. But when there are lawsuits
incurred, it creates more costs for
American taxpayers.

The gentleman’s amendment would
just undermine the Service’s ability to
work collaboratively with States and
local communities. It opens the Serv-
ice up for lawsuits and it would create
even more uncertainty for landowners
and make them vulnerable, as I said, to
lawsuits.

I think we should be working to sup-
port the Fish and Wildlife efforts, not
blocking the agency from doing its job
and going back to what we discussed
earlier, that is working through the
committees of authorization, and then
the authorizing committees having
conversations with the Appropriations
Committee on how they can achieve
their goals, this being one of them.

Because of those reasons, I do not
support this amendment. I thank the
gentleman for bringing this forward,
but at this time I cannot support it.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Chairman, I
yield 30 seconds to the gentleman from
California (Mr. CALVERT) to weigh in
on this issue.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I
wanted to jump up and support this
amendment. Obviously, the agency has
not leaped fast enough and problems
persist. So I encourage my colleagues
to vote ‘‘yes’ on this amendment, and
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I know it will squeak by with a large
margin.

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Chairman, I will
conclude by saying there is one other
sort of a temporary element in this
whole episode. And that is when you go
from Colorado into Wyoming, the
mouse is no longer threatened or en-
dangered. There is a political boundary
line between the two States.

In its wisdom, the Fish and Wildlife
Service says that if you go north far
enough across the State line, it is no
longer threatened or endangered. There
is an element of arbitrariness that I
think also calls into question why this
was ever done in the first place.

Mr. Chairman, I would ask support
for this amendment, and I yield back
the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Chairman, I
move that the Committee do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. LAM-
BORN) having assumed the chair, Mr.
BERGMAN, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 3354) making appropria-
tions for the Department of the Inte-
rior, environment, and related agencies
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2018, and for other purposes, had come
to no resolution thereon.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. GARRETT (at the request of Mr.
McCARTHY) for today.

———

SENATE BILLS AND CONCURRENT
RESOLUTION REFERRED

Bills and a concurrent resolution of
the Senate of the following titles were
taken from the Speaker’s table and,
under the rule, referred as follows:

S. 597. An act to increase Federal Pell
Grants for the children of fallen public safe-
ty officers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Education and the workforce;
in addition, to the Committee on the Judici-
ary; and to the Committee on the Budget for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

S. 6562. An act to amend the Public Health
Services Act to reauthorize a program for
early detection, diagnosis, and treatment re-
garding deaf and hard-of-hearing newborns,
infants, and young children; to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

S. 849. An act to support programs for mos-
quito-borne and other vector-borne disease
surveillance and control; to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

S. 1165. An act to designate the medical
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs
in Huntington, West Virginia, as the Hershel
“Woody” Williams VA Medical Center; to
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs.
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S. Con. Res. 23. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
present the Congressional Gold Medal to the
Filipino Veterans of World War II; to the
Committee on House Administration.

———

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 624. An act to restrict the inclusion of
social security account numbers on Federal
documents sent by mail, and for other pur-
poses.

————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 1616. An act to award the Congressional
Gold Medal to Bob Dole, in recognition for
his service to the nation as a soldier, legis-
lator, and statesman.

————

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 11 o’clock and 37 minutes
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, September 8, 2017, at 9
a.m.

———

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

2397. A letter from the Acting Chairman,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission,
transmitting the Twenty-fourth Report to
Congress on Progress Made in Licensing and
Constructing the Alaska Natural Gas Pipe-
line, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 16523; Public Law
109-58, Sec. 1810; (119 Stat. 1126); to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce.

2398. A letter from the Secretary, Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting a Declaration of a Public Health
Emergency and Waiver and/or Modification
of Certain HIPAA, and Medicare, Medicaid,
and Children’s Health Insurance Program
Requirements, pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 247d(a);
July 1, 1944, ch. 373, title III, Sec. 319(a) (as
amended by Public Law 107-188, Sec. 144(a));
(116 Stat. 630) and 42 U.S.C. 1320b-5(d); Public
Law 107-188, Sec. 143; (116 Stat. 628); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

2399. A letter from the Deputy General
Counsel for Operations, Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, transmitting a
notification of a federal vacancy, nomina-
tion, and action on nomination, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b);
(112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

2400. A letter from the Archivist of the
U.S., National Archives and Records Admin-
istration, transmitting the Administration’s
FY 2017 Commercial and Inherently Govern-
mental Activities Inventory, pursuant to 31
U.S.C. 501 note; Public Law 105-270, Sec.
2(c)(1)(A); (112 Stat. 2382); to the Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform.
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