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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable BEN 
SASSE, a Senator from the State of Ne-
braska. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal God, the Lord of the Harvest, 

we acknowledge that only by Your 
might can we live productive lives. 

Inspire our lawmakers in their daily 
work to labor for Your glory. Give 
them the desire to please You even 
with their motives so that their 
thoughts, words, and deeds will honor 
You. Keep them from avoiding irksome 
and unpleasant issues, as they arrange 
their priorities to accomplish Your 
purposes. 

Lord, guide them in the paths of jus-
tice and cooperation as understanding 
and forbearance prevail among them. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, September 7, 2017. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BEN SASSE, a Senator 

from the State of Nebraska, to perform the 
duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. SASSE thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
STRANGE). The majority leader is rec-
ognized. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S.J. RES. 49 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand there is a joint resolution 
at the desk that is due a second read-
ing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will read the joint resolution by 
title for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 49) con-
demning the violence and domestic terrorist 
attack that took place during events be-
tween August 11 and August 12, 2017, in Char-
lottesville, Virginia, recognizing the first re-
sponders who lost their lives while moni-
toring the events, offering deepest condo-
lences to the families and friends of those in-
dividuals who were killed and deepest sym-
pathies and support to those individuals who 
were injured by the violence, expressing sup-
port for the Charlottesville community, re-
jecting White nationalists, White suprema-
cists, the Ku Klux Klan, neo-Nazis, and other 
hate groups, and urging the President and 
the President’s Cabinet to use all available 
resources to address the threats posed by 
those groups. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. In order to place 
the joint resolution on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the joint reso-
lution will be placed on the calendar. 

HURRICANE HARVEY DISASTER 
RELIEF, FUNDING THE GOVERN-
MENT, AND PREVENTING A DE-
FAULT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Now, Mr. Presi-
dent, at the outset of the week, I out-
lined three issues we needed to address 
immediately: provide resources for 
Hurricane Harvey and Hurricane Irma 
preparedness, ensure that the govern-
ment remains funded, and ensure that 
a default is prevented so the emergency 
resources I mentioned can actually get 
to Americans who need them. 

That is what the legislation I filed 
cloture on yesterday achieves, and it 
achieves it all together in one package. 
It will provide certainty and stability 
for first responders, State officials, and 
the many others involved in preparing 
for and recovering from these storms 
with critically needed emergency re-
sources that will not be interrupted by 
the prospect of a shutdown or default. 

The recovery effort for a record-set-
ting storm like Harvey has strained re-
sources to the limit already. The ad-
vance of another historic storm now 
makes the need for action even more 
urgent, so let’s work together and act 
on this legislation very quickly. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that following 
leader remarks, the Senate be in a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each, until 11 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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