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life to caring for others. Deporting Ola 
makes absolutely no sense whatsoever. 
As a country that seeks the best and 
brightest, we should not spend tax-
payer dollars to deport contributing 
members of our society, especially 
when they were brought here through 
no fault of their own and when they 
voluntarily came out of the shadows 
through DACA. 

Let me be clear. I strongly disagree 
with President Trump’s decision to re-
scind the DACA Program. Congress 
must provide leadership and help these 
young people who are giving back to 
our country. We must provide them 
with the certainty they deserve and 
take a positive step forward toward re-
forming our broken immigration sys-
tem. We must move beyond the politics 
of scarcity and division. 

The Dreamers are not taking away 
limited American jobs; they are cre-
ating new jobs and growing our econ-
omy. They are creating jobs with their 
own small businesses, helping Amer-
ican entrepreneurs grow their compa-
nies as they expand in their commu-
nities, and fighting to keep us safe as 
members of the U.S. Armed Forces. 
Our Nation needs more innovators, 
doers, and dreamers, not fewer. 

I will fight for Ola and all of the 
Dreamers who make this country bet-
ter, stronger, and more prosperous for 
all Americans—not just because it is 
good for our bottom line but because it 
is simply the right thing to do. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 

ERNST). The clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

HURRICANES HARVEY AND IRMA 
Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, for 

better or worse, history repeats itself— 
sometimes much sooner than we would 
like. We now know that Florida offi-
cials, as well as those up the east coast 
of the United States, have begun order-
ing evacuations as Hurricane Irma has 
intensified into a category 5 storm 
which could make landfall this week-
end. 

It is my sincere hope that all resi-
dents of Florida will be safe, as well as 
those in other States affected by Irma, 
and that they take proper precautions. 
If there is one thing we learned from 
Hurricane Harvey, it is the importance 
of listening to local officials and lead-
ers when it comes to evacuations and 
precautionary measures. But whatever 
happens, we are going to stand by the 
people of Florida and the Carolinas and 
others affected, just as they have stood 
by us in Texas and Louisiana as a re-
sult of Hurricane Harvey. In the mean-
time, we pray that Irma’s trajectory 
changes. 

Down in Texas, of course, we are still 
thinking about another hurricane, and 

that is, of course, Hurricane Harvey. It 
is hard to believe, but not even 2 weeks 
have passed since the storm first tore 
through our towns, great and small. Of 
course, communities are still reeling 
from the devastation. 

One I visited earlier this week is the 
Meyerland neighborhood in Houston. It 
has been flooded three times in 3 years. 
On Monday, I visited the home of a sin-
gle mom who survived several recent 
storms unscathed, but this time, Har-
vey found her home and destroyed it. 
There is a pile of debris on her front 
lawn, ready to be picked up by dump 
trucks. As a matter of fact, as you 
drive down the street, house after 
house after house, there are piles of 
furniture, clothing, drywall, and other 
debris that has been pulled up and dis-
carded and is ready to be picked up by 
the dump trucks. Throughout the re-
gion, there are piles like that stacked 
up in Rockport, Aransas Pass, Lake 
Jackson, and West Columbia. As re-
cently as this week, let’s remember, 
some of these places were still under 
mandatory evacuation orders as the 
rivers crested and higher waters moved 
downstream. 

But here is my main point: As the 
rubble piles up and up and up, it is 
sometimes hard to see past the wreck-
age of the past weeks. Sometimes it is 
hard to see beyond what is right in 
front of you. That is why some simple 
words by historian David McCullough 
are good to keep in mind at times like 
this, as we continue to deal with Har-
vey’s aftermath and worry what might 
follow with Irma. 

McCullough said: 
We think we live in difficult, uncertain 

times. We think we have worries. We think 
our leaders face difficult decisions. But so it 
has nearly always been. 

He is right. We have been through 
tough times before. We certainly have 
been through tough times in storms 
like Harvey in Texas before. As a mat-
ter of fact, back almost a little over a 
century ago, on September 8, 1900, a 
hurricane like Harvey—a category 4 
hurricane—slammed into the city of 
Galveston, with winds surpassing 135 
miles per hour. Two-thirds of the city 
was destroyed, and approximately 
10,000 people lost their lives—10,000 peo-
ple. By comparison, so far the death 
toll of Harvey is 70. So we can be grate-
ful the death toll that was experienced 
in Galveston was not repeated. Like 
Galveston, the city of Houston and the 
surrounding area will recover. 

Of course, back in 1900, it took a cou-
ple of days for the world to find out 
what had happened because commu-
nication was not what it is now, but 
when word finally spread, America no-
ticed. One little girl in Chicago sent 10 
cents to help because that was all she 
had—10 cents. Well, that was probably 
worth a lot more back then than it is 
now, but it certainly is a lot for a little 
child. Her story reminds me of a 5- 
year-old boy in Philadelphia I heard 
about last week who set up a lemonade 
stand. Wearing a ‘‘Houston Texans’’ 

hat, he raised more than $400 for vic-
tims of Hurricane Harvey. How re-
markable. 

What has changed since Galveston? 
Quite a bit. One crucial difference is 
that we have gotten a lot better at dis-
aster prediction and response. As a 
matter of fact, my State—from the 
Governor on down to our local offi-
cials—plans for disasters like these and 
anticipates them, and it is that plan-
ning which has reduced the loss of life 
and gotten people out of harm’s way. 

Houston’s $503 billion economy will 
hopefully bounce back quickly, and 
with our help, it should. The fourth 
largest city in the country is known 
for energy, and that is what we here in 
Washington must devote to ensuring 
that aid relief is expedited. Supple-
mental funding to aid the Harvey re-
covery needs to be voted on promptly. 
Our friends in the House did it yester-
day, and now it will be our turn this 
afternoon. 

The Senate will soon consider legis-
lation that will keep the government’s 
lights on until December 8 and increase 
the Nation’s borrowing capacity. This 
is important because without lifting 
the debt limit, we couldn’t vote for and 
send aid to the victims of Harvey be-
cause we would be bumping up against 
the debt ceiling. 

More importantly, this afternoon we 
will consider $15 billion in new emer-
gency funds. These will be available to 
Texas families who, like the woman I 
met in Meyerland, are removing their 
rugs and furniture and rebuilding the 
very walls of their homes. These funds 
include $7.4 billion to FEMA’s Disaster 
Relief Fund, as well as $7.4 billion to 
HUD’s Community Development Block 
Grant Program and $450 million for the 
Small Business Administration Dis-
aster Loan Program. 

As large as these numbers are, with 
more than 100,000 people who have ac-
tually lost their homes, this is a down-
payment, unfortunately, on what will 
be additional costs that Congress will 
have to vote on. As a matter of fact, 
after Hurricane Katrina, Congress 
voted on seven separate supplemental 
appropriations before the job was done. 
As I said, these are large numbers but 
not in the context of this unprece-
dented hurricane which dropped 50 
inches of rain in 5 days on the city of 
Houston and the surrounding area. I 
hope my colleagues will keep in mind 
the scope of this catastrophe and de-
liver this funding to those whom Har-
vey has cost much more than just dol-
lars. 

Getting back to the Texas economy, 
which I mentioned just a second ago, I 
want to talk about how important it is 
to get my State back up and running, 
because it is so important to the U.S. 
economy. 

As columnist Brett Stephens wrote 
last week, ‘‘Economic growth isn’t just 
a matter of parking lots paving over 
paradise.’’ Companies oftentimes do 
real, tangible good. What matters for 
us today is that they underwrite safety 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:37 Sep 07, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G07SE6.008 S07SEPT1rf
re

de
ric

k 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
B

P
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S5029 September 7, 2017 
standards and fund scientific research, 
and they develop new technologies to 
warn us of impending storms and engi-
neer new materials that make build-
ings more secure. That is probably one 
of the biggest reasons why the damage 
from Hurricane Harvey didn’t compare 
to the damage from the Galveston hur-
ricane of 1900—because of building 
standards, building codes, and new ma-
terials that have been devised to help 
make buildings more secure. That is 
why Harvey wasn’t like Galveston in 
1900, and in the days and weeks ahead, 
we need to remember how far we have 
come. That is not to say we still don’t 
have a long way to go. 

While the strong Texas economy is 
crucial to recovery efforts, education 
will be too. Thousands of Texas school-
children have been displaced by Hurri-
cane Harvey, and many public school 
children are still wondering when their 
classrooms will be opened, if at all, or 
whether they will simply be trans-
ferred to other schools because their 
schools literally do not exist anymore. 

Yesterday, I spoke with Mike 
Morath, commissioner of Texas public 
education, who told me about the 
many challenges schools in Texas are 
now facing. For example, an entire 
school district in Rockport, TX, is 
closed indefinitely, leaving more than 
3,000 students without friends and 
teachers to go to school with. In the 
Houston Independent School District, 
more than 200 schools were affected by 
the flooding, with at least 50 suffering 
extensive damage. 

Our healthcare facilities are also 
dealing with other concerns. Bill 
McKeon, president of the Texas Med-
ical Center—one of the largest medical 
centers in the world—told us that his 
employees had problems getting to 
work due to road closures, debris, and 
families without homes and vehicles. 
When your office is in the world’s big-
gest medical complex and employs 
more than 100,000 people, that is a big 
problem. It is a big problem, but we are 
going to deal with it. 

Like Galveston in 1900, like New Or-
leans after Katrina, these storms hum-
ble us but provide us the way to show 
the human spirit and ingenuity that so 
routinely follows as we rebuild and re-
cover. 

Once again, David McCullough’s 
words are useful. He said: ‘‘A sense of 
history is an antidote to self-pity and 
self-importance.’’ 

Colleagues, let’s keep in mind those 
wise words of David McCullough as we 
weather this storm and brace ourselves 
for the next. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. DONNELLY. Madam President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NORTH KOREA 
Mr. DONNELLY. Madam President, I 

am here today to urge the White House 
and the National Security Council to 
develop and deliver to Congress a clear, 
comprehensive U.S. strategy to address 
the urgent threat posed by North Ko-
rea’s nuclear missile program. 

I have submitted an amendment to 
the National Defense Authorization 
Act—the annual national defense bill 
that we will consider soon—requiring 
that strategy within 90 days, and I 
hope all of my colleagues will support 
it when the time comes. 

I am honored to colead two Senate 
panels that have been focused on this 
threat for years: the Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces— 
where I work with my colleague Sen-
ator FISCHER to oversee our Nation’s 
nuclear arsenal, missile defense sys-
tems, and nuclear nonproliferation pro-
grams—and the Banking Sub-
committee on National Security and 
International Trade and Finance, 
where I work with Senator BEN SASSE 
to oversee the development and en-
forcement of U.S. sanctions laws. 

In my role on these two panels, I 
have traveled to South Korea, the 
DMZ, and China. I have met with U.S. 
forces and foreign leaders to discuss 
our challenges and our options for 
overcoming them. I have worked with 
colleagues—both Republican and 
Democratic—to shape legislation to 
improve our homeland defenses, 
strengthen our military, and expand 
our sanctions in response to Kim Jong 
Un’s dangerous behavior. I have sat in 
dozens of meetings, hearings, and clas-
sified briefings on the subject of North 
Korea’s nuclear program and what we 
can do about it. 

Just yesterday, every Member of the 
Senate had the opportunity to attend 
one of these briefings and hear from 
the leaders of the Pentagon, the State 
Department, and the Intelligence Com-
munity about our various efforts 
against Kim Jong Un. I am sorry to say 
I walked away from yesterday’s brief-
ing with the same concern I had after 
every briefing on this subject in the 
past 8 months. We have operational 
plans for our military and scattered 
talks among our diplomats, but we 
need a substantive strategy. 

With each passing week—at times, 
with each passing day—North Korea is 
making its intentions clear and its 
progress toward a nuclear-capable 
ICBM known to the entire world. We 
see missile tests with growing ranges, 
warhead tests with growing yields, test 
shots that fly over the territory of our 
allies, and threats that target U.S. ter-
ritories. Kim Jong Un says he wants to 
shoot a nuclear-armed missile into the 
U.S. mainland. I take him at his word, 
as we all should. 

In times like this, it is critical every 
move we make be a deliberate one that 
moves the ball forward toward the out-
come we want, the outcome we need to 
achieve. We should be doing everything 
in our power to do that in a way that 

will not put America’s sons and daugh-
ters, moms and dads, brothers and sis-
ters who make up our Nation’s mili-
tary in harm’s way unnecessarily. 

There are more than 20,000 U.S. serv-
icemembers in South Korea. At last 
count, more than 300 of them were 
from my home State of Indiana. An-
other 40,000 U.S. troops are in Japan 
and nearly 4,000 on Guam, not to men-
tion the thousands of sailors and ma-
rines aboard our vessels at sea in the 
region. 

I have every confidence in the ability 
of these men and women to defend our 
Nation, but we owe it to them to make 
every appropriate effort to end this 
conflict in a way that doesn’t unneces-
sarily put their lives at risk. 

We talk a lot about a whole-of-gov-
ernment effort. That is not what we 
are seeing right now when it comes to 
our response to North Korea. I see a 
Treasury Department that needs to 
dramatically step up its sanctions en-
forcement to not just induce pain but 
to cripple North Korea’s ability to 
progress further on its nuclear pro-
gram. 

I see a diplomatic corps grappling 
with the top national security priority 
in the Pacific—bar none—lacking the 
resources, the guidance, and the back-
ing from Washington to do their jobs. I 
see a U.S. Embassy in Seoul with no 
Ambassador. I see a State Department 
without key positions filled in various 
areas, including arms control, non-
proliferation, and Asian affairs. I see a 
Defense Department without an Assist-
ant Secretary for Strategy, Plans, and 
Capabilities—or, for that matter, an 
Assistant Secretary for Asian and Pa-
cific Security Affairs. 

We can do better, and we must do 
better. This is not a partisan critique. 
It is not fearmongering. It is not a call 
to arms. This is my effort to speak on 
this floor, before my colleagues and the 
country—a request we have all made to 
the White House many times. Give us a 
strategy on North Korea and let our 
country unite behind it. 

The country is looking for leadership 
on this. The world is looking for lead-
ership. Let’s define our objectives 
based on the best interest and safety of 
our country and our allies and develop 
our strategy to achieve it. Let us work 
together across departments and agen-
cies, across branches of government, 
and across party lines to get there. 

This is way too important to not do 
that. No more mixed messages. No 
more bluster. We have to act. We can’t 
afford to waste our efforts in chaos and 
disarray. We have to continue improv-
ing our missile defenses and be pre-
pared to use them to protect our terri-
tory, the territory of our allies, and all 
of our people. 

We have to sanction Chinese banks 
that do business with North Korea. We 
have to cut off the lifelines of the Kim 
regime, including oil supplies and for-
eign currency—not to topple the gov-
ernment but to eliminate their ability 
to continue down this murderous path. 
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