S5076

(i) incidents that may constitute war
crimes, crimes against humanity, or geno-
cide committed by the regime of President
Bashar al-Assad and all forces fighting on its
behalf;

(ii) incidents that may constitute war
crimes, crimes against humanity, or geno-
cide committed by violent extremist groups,
anti-government forces, and any other com-
batants in the conflict;

(iii) any incidents that may violate the
principle of medical neutrality and, if pos-
sible, the identification of the individual or
individuals who engaged in or organized such
incidents; and

(iv) if possible, a description of the conven-
tional and unconventional weapons used for
such crimes and the origins of such weapons;
and

(B) a description and assessment by the
Department of State Office of Global Crimi-
nal Justice, the United States Agency for
International Development, the Department
of Justice, and other appropriate agencies of
programs that the United States Govern-
ment has undertaken to ensure account-
ability for war crimes, crimes against hu-
manity, and genocide perpetrated against
the people of Syria by the regime of Presi-
dent Bashar al-Assad, violent extremist
groups, and other combatants involved in
the conflict, including programs—

(i) to train investigators within and out-
side of Syria on how to document, inves-
tigate, develop findings of, and identify and
locate alleged perpetrators of war crimes,
crimes against humanity, or genocide, in-
cluding—

(I) the number of United States Govern-
ment or contract personnel currently des-
ignated to work full-time on these issues;
and

(IT) the identification of the authorities
and appropriations being used to support
such training efforts;

(ii) to promote and prepare for a transi-
tional justice process or processes for the
perpetrators of war crimes, crimes against
humanity, and genocide in Syria beginning
in March 2011;

(iii) to document, collect, preserve, and
protect evidence of war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide in Syria, in-
cluding support for Syrian, foreign, and
international mnongovernmental organiza-
tions, and other entities, including the Inter-
national, Impartial and Independent Mecha-
nism to Assist in the Investigation and Pros-
ecution of Persons Responsible for the Most
Serious Crimes under International Law
Committed in the Syrian Arab Republic
since March 2011 and the Independent Inter-
national Commission of Inquiry on the Syr-
ian Arab Republic; and

(iv) to assess the influence of account-
ability measures on efforts to reach a nego-
tiated settlement to the Syrian conflict dur-
ing the reporting period.

(3) ForM.—The reports required under
paragraph (1) may be submitted in unclassi-
fied or classified form, but shall include a
publicly available annex.

(e) TRANSITIONAL JUSTICE STUDY.—Not
later than 180 days after the date of the en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of State
(acting through appropriate officials and of-
fices, which may include the Office of Global
Criminal Justice), after consultation with
the Department of Justice, the United States
Agency for International Development, and
other appropriate Federal agencies, shall—

(1) complete a study of the feasibility and
desirability of potential transitional justice
mechanisms for Syria, including a hybrid
tribunal, to address war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide perpetrated
in Syria beginning in March 2011; and
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(2) submit a detailed report of the results
of the study conducted under paragraph (1),
including recommendations on which transi-
tional justice mechanisms the United States
Government should support, why such mech-
anisms should be supported, and what type
of support should be offered, to—

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of
the Senate;

(B) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of
the House of Representatives;

(C) the Committee on Appropriations of
the Senate; and

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of
the House of Representatives.

(f) FORM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in sub-
section (d)(3), each report required under this
section shall be submitted in unclassified
form, but may contain a classified annex, if
necessary.

(2) PROTECTION OF WITNESSES AND EVI-
DENCE.—In carrying out this section, the
Secretary of State shall take due care to en-
sure that the identification of witnesses and
physical evidence are not publicly disclosed
in a manner that might place such persons
at risk of harm or encourage the destruction
of evidence by the Government of Syria, vio-
lent extremist groups, anti-government
forces, or any other combatants or partici-
pants in the conflict.

SEC. 1297. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZED.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State
(acting through appropriate officials and of-
fices, which may include the Office of Global
Criminal Justice), after consultation with
the Department of Justice and other appro-
priate Federal agencies, is authorized to pro-
vide appropriate assistance to support enti-
ties that, with respect to war crimes, crimes
against humanity, and genocide perpetrated
by the regime of President Bashar al-Assad,
all forces fighting on its behalf, and all non-
state armed groups fighting in the country,
including violent extremist groups in Syria
beginning in March 2011—

(1) identify suspected perpetrators of war
crimes, crimes against humanity, and geno-
cide;

(2) collect, document, and protect evidence
of crimes and preserve the chain of custody
for such evidence;

(3) conduct criminal investigations;

(4) build Syria’s investigative and judicial
capacities and support prosecutions in the
domestic courts of Syria, provided that
President Bashar al-Assad is no longer in
power;

(b) support investigations by third-party
states, as appropriate; or

(6) protect witnesses that may be helpful
to prosecutions or other transitional justice
mechanisms.

(b) ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE.—The Sec-
retary of State, after consultation with ap-
propriate Federal agencies and the appro-
priate congressional committees, and taking
into account the findings of the transitional
justice study required under section 1296(e),
is authorized to provide assistance to sup-
port the creation and operation of transi-
tional justice mechanisms, including a po-
tential hybrid tribunal, to prosecute individ-
uals suspected of committing war crimes,
crimes against humanity, or genocide in
Syria beginning in March 2011.

(c) BRIEFING.—The Secretary of State shall
provide detailed, biannual briefings to the
appropriate congressional committees de-
scribing the assistance provided to entities
described in subsection (a).

SEC. 1298. STATE DEPARTMENT REWARDS FOR
JUSTICE PROGRAM.

Section 36(b)(10) of the State Department
Basic Authorities Act of 1956 (22 U.S.C.
2708(b)(10)) is amended by inserting ‘‘(includ-
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ing war crimes, crimes against humanity, or
genocide committed in Syria beginning in
March 2011)”" after ‘‘genocide’’.

SEC. 1299. INDEPENDENT INTERNATIONAL COM-
MISSION OF INQUIRY ON THE SYR-
IAN ARAB REPUBLIC.

The Secretary of State, acting through the
United States Permanent Representative to
the United Nations, should use the voice,
vote, and influence of the United States at
the United Nations to advocate that the
United Nations Human Rights Council, while
the United States remains a member, annu-
ally extend the mandate of the Independent
International Commission of Inquiry on the
Syrian Arab Republic until the Commission
has completed its investigation of all alleged
violations of international human rights
laws beginning in March 2011 in the Syrian
Arab Republic.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I have 7
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Thursday, September 7, 2017 at 9:30
a.m. to conduct an executive session to
vote on the following nominations: Mr.
Joseph Otting, of Nevada, to be Comp-
troller of the Currency; and the honor-
able Randal Quarles, of Colorado, to be
a member of the board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System; reappoint-
ment as a supervision of the Board of
Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys-
tem; and to vote on S. 1463. Following
the executive session, the Committee
will meet in open session for a hearing
entitled, ‘‘Evaluating Sanctions En-
forcement and Policy Option on North
Korea.”

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Senate Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
in order to hold a hearing on Thursday,
September 7, 2017, at 10:30 a.m. in room
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, DC.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Thursday, September 7, 2017,
at 10 a.m., in 215 Dirksen Senate Office
Building, to conduct a hearing entitled
‘““Health Care: Issues Impacting Cost
and Coverage.”’

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,

AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet, during the session of the
Senate, in order to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘‘Stabilizing Premiums and
Helping Individuals in the Individual
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Insurance Market for 2018: Governors”
on Thursday, September 7, 2017. at 9
a.m., in room 216 of the Hart Senate Of-
fice Building.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate, on September 7, 2017, at
10 a.m., in SD-226 of the Dirksen Sen-
ate Office Building, to conduct an exec-
utive business meeting.

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Senate Select Committee on
Inteligence is authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the 115th Congress of
the U.S. Senate on Thursday, Sep-
tember 7, 2017 from 2 p.m. in room SH-
219 of the Senate Hart Office Building
to hold a Closed Member Business
Meeting followed by a Closed Briefing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATION

The Permanent Subcommittee on In-
vestigations of the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Thursday,
September 7, 2017, at 10 a.m. in order to
conduct a hearing entitled, ‘‘Cutting
Through the Red Tape: Oversight of
Federal Infrastructure Permitting and
the Federal Permitting Improvement
Steering Council.”

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 1 request for a committee to
meeting during today’s session of the
Senate. It has the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority Leaders.

Pursuant to Rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committee is author-
ized to meeting during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

The Committee on Finance is author-
ized to meeting during the session of
the Senate on Thursday, September 7,
2017, during the first scheduled vote on
the Senate Floor, tentatively sched-
uled to occur at 12:30 p.m., in S-216,
The President’s Room, United States
Capitol resume considering favorably
reporting pending nominations.

———

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that George
Delong, a member of my staff, be
granted floor privileges for the dura-
tion of today’s session of the Senate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LEE. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent to grant floor privileges
to Blake Seitz, a member of my staff.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

—————

PROVIDING FOR A CORRECTION IN
THE ENROLLMENT OF H.R. 601

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Con. Res. 24.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.
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The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 24)
providing for a correction in the enrollment
of H.R. 601.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 24) was agreed to.

(The concurrent resolution is printed
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted
Resolutions.”)

AUTHORIZING USE OF THE
CAPITOL GROUNDS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of H.
Con. Res. 69, which was received from
the House.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 69)
authorizing the use of the Capitol Grounds
for the District of Columbia Special Olym-
pics Law Enforcement Torch Run.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the con-
current resolution be agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (H. Con.
Res. 69) was agreed to.

———

CHILDREN OF FALLEN HEROES
SCHOLARSHIP ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committee be discharged from
further consideration of S. 597 and the
Senate proceed to its immediate con-
sideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 597) to increase Federal Pell
Grants for the children of fallen public safe-
ty officers, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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The bill was ordered to be engrossed
for a third reading and was read the
third time.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the bill?

Hearing none, the bill having been
read the third time, the question is,
Shall it pass?

The bill (S. 597) was passed, as fol-
lows:

S. 597

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Children of
Fallen Heroes Scholarship Act”.

SEC. 2. CALCULATION OF ELIGIBILITY.

Section 473(b) of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1087mm(b)) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph
(A), by inserting ‘‘(in the case of a student
who meets the requirement of subparagraph
(B)()), or academic year 2017-2018 (in the
case of a student who meets the requirement
of subparagraph (B)(ii)),” after ‘‘academic
year 2009-2010""; and

(B) by amending subparagraph (B) to read
as follows:

“(B) whose parent or guardian was—

‘(i) a member of the Armed Forces of the
United States and died as a result of per-
forming military service in Iraq or Afghani-
stan after September 11, 2001; or

‘“(ii) actively serving as a public safety of-
ficer and died in the line of duty while per-
forming as a public safety officer; and’’;

(2) in paragraph (3)—

(A) by striking ‘‘Notwithstanding’’ and in-
serting the following:

‘“(A) ARMED FORCES.—Notwithstanding’’;

(B) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)”’ and insert-
ing ‘‘subparagraphs (A), (B)(i), and (C) of
paragraph (2)’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(B) PUBLIC SAFETY OFFICERS.—Notwith-
standing any other provision of law, unless
the Secretary establishes an alternate meth-
od to adjust the expected family contribu-
tion, for each student who meets the require-
ments of subparagraphs (A), (B){i), and (C)
of paragraph (2), a financial aid adminis-
trator shall—

‘(i) verify with the student that the stu-
dent is eligible for the adjustment;

‘“(ii) adjust the expected family contribu-
tion in accordance with this subsection; and

¢“(iii) notify the Secretary of the adjust-
ment and the student’s eligibility for the ad-
justment.”’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

‘(4) TREATMENT OF PELL AMOUNT.—Not-
withstanding section 1212 of the Omnibus
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968
(42 U.S.C. 3796d-1), in the case of a student
who receives an increased Federal Pell Grant
amount under this section, the total amount
of such Federal Pell Grant, including the in-
crease under this subsection, shall not be
considered in calculating that student’s edu-
cational assistance benefits under the Public
Safety Officers’ Benefits program under sub-
part 2 of part L of title I of such Act.

‘(6) DEFINITION OF PUBLIC SAFETY OFFI-
CER.—For purposes of this subsection, the
term ‘public safety officer’ means—

““(A) a public safety officer, as defined in
section 1204 of title I of the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 (42
U.S.C. 3796b); or

‘‘(B) a fire police officer, defined as an indi-
vidual who—
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