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‘(i) is serving in accordance with State or
local law as an officially recognized or des-
ignated member of a legally organized public
safety agency;

‘(i) is not a law enforcement officer, a
firefighter, a chaplain, or a member of a res-
cue squad or ambulance crew; and

‘“(iii) provides scene security or directs
traffic—

“(I) in response to any fire drill, fire call,
or other fire, rescue, or police emergency; or

‘(II) at a planned special event.”’.

SEC. 3. CALCULATION OF PELL GRANT AMOUNT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 401(b)(2) of the
Higher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C.
1070a(b)(2)) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), in the matter pre-
ceding clause (i), by striking ‘“The Amount”’
and inserting ‘‘Subject to subparagraph (C),
the amount’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘(C) In the case of a student who meets the
requirements of subparagraphs (A), (B)(ii),
and (C) of section 473(b)(2)—

‘(i) clause (ii) of subparagraph (A) of this
paragraph shall be applied by substituting
‘from the amounts appropriated in the last
enacted appropriation Act applicable to that
award year, an amount equal to the amount
of the increase calculated under paragraph
(7T)(B) for that year’ for ‘the amount of the
increase calculated under paragraph (7)(B)
for that year’; and

‘“(ii) such student—

‘“(I) shall be provided an amount under
clause (i) of this subparagraph only to the
extent that funds are specifically provided in
advance in an appropriation Act to such stu-
dents for that award year; and

‘(IT) shall not be eligible for the amounts
made available pursuant to clauses (i)
through (iii) of paragraph (7)(B).”.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—A student who
is eligible to receive a Federal Pell Grant for
the academic year for which the determina-
tion is made, whose parent or guardian was
actively serving as a public safety officer
and died in the line of duty while performing
as a public safety officer, and who, at the
time of the parent or guardian’s death, was
less than 24 years of age, or enrolled at an in-
stitution of higher education on a part-time
or full-time basis shall receive a calculation
of a Federal Pell Grant amount according to
the amendment made by subsection (a) for
the academic year only to the extent that
funds are specifically provided in advance in
an appropriation Act to such students for
that award year.

SEC. 4. BUDGETARY EFFECTS.

The budgetary effects of this Act, for the
purpose of complying with the Statutory
Pay-As-You-Go Act of 2010, shall be deter-
mined by reference to the latest statement
titled ‘‘Budgetary Effects of PAYGO Legisla-
tion” for this Act, submitted for printing in
the Congressional Record by the Chairman of
the Senate Budget Committee, provided that
such statement has been submitted prior to
the vote on passage.

SEC. 5. EFFECTIVE DATE.

This Act, and the amendments made by
this Act, shall take effect on July 1, 2017.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

HERSHEL “WOODY” WILLIAMS VA
MEDICAL CENTER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be dis-
charged from further consideration of
S. 1165 and the Senate proceed to its
immediate consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 1165) to designate the medical
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs
in Huntington, West Virginia, as the Hershel
“Woody”’ Williams VA Medical Center.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
further ask unanimous consent that
the bill be considered read a third time
and passed and the motion to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table with no intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (S. 1165) was ordered to be
engrossed for a third reading, was read
the third time, and passed, as follows:

S. 1165

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF HERSHEL “WOODY”

WILLIAMS VA MEDICAL CENTER IN
HUNTINGTON, WEST VIRGINIA.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The medical center of
the Department of Veterans Affairs in Hun-
tington, West Virginia, shall after the date
of the enactment of this Act be known and
designated as the ‘“‘Hershel ‘Woody’ Williams
VA Medical Center”.

(b) REFERENCE.—Any reference in any law,
regulation, map, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the medical
center referred to in subsection (a) shall be
considered to be a reference to the Hershel
“Woody” Williams VA Medical Center.

———————

ORDERS FOR MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 3 p.m., Monday, Sep-
tember 11; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the Senate observe a
moment of silence in remembrance of
the lives lost in the attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001; further, that following
the moment of silence, the morning
hour be deemed expired, the Journal of
proceedings be approved to date, the
time for the two leaders be reserved for
their use later in the day, and morning
business be closed; further, that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate re-
sume consideration of the motion to
proceed to H.R. 2810, with the time
until 5:30 p.m. equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees; fi-
nally, that notwithstanding the provi-
sions of rule XXII, the cloture vote on
the motion to proceed to H.R. 2810
occur at 5:30 p.m., Monday.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-

September 7, 2017

fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator BLUNT and Senator WHITE-
HOUSE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Missouri.

———

INVESTING IN HEALTHCARE
RESEARCH

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, today I
come to you after we have been able to
pass out of the Appropriations Com-
mittee the bill to fund the Department
of Labor, the Department of Health
and Human Services, and the Depart-
ment of Education. I want to talk par-
ticularly about what happened in that
funding, which is now out of committee
and ready for the full Senate to act on
it and then the Congress to act on it, as
it relates to healthcare research.

We were able in our committee to
have a bipartisan bill. I had a chance to
begin to chair that committee 3 years
ago. Senator MURRAY from Washington
State is the leading Democrat on that
committee. For the previous 6 years—
the previous 5 years plus that first
budget for which I was the chair—we
weren’t able to have a bipartisan bill.
But the last 2 years, we have decided
that we could figure out how to come
together with this committee that ac-
tually appropriates about 30 percent of
all the appropriated dollars that the
Congress deals with and find a way to
move forward in a bipartisan way. Cer-
tainly, Senator MURRAY is an impor-
tant part of that partnership, and we
were able to take our bill to the com-
mittee today.

Maybe the thing that we did that will
have the most long-term significance
in that bill was that, for the third year
in a row, we were able to increase
healthcare research at the National In-
stitutes of Health. Now, for the 12
years that ended 3 years ago, there had
been zero increase in healthcare re-
search in this country.

Research, whether it is ag research
or health research or other research, is
one of the things that the government
has done for a long time and can really
commit itself to in ways that the pri-
vate sector cannot. So when you begin
to hold back the healthcare research
here, not only do people not have the
same potential they have to have their
health challenges met and their family
health challenges met, but we also hold
back our ability to move forward with
lifesaving cures and lifesaving prac-
tices in an economy where that makes
a difference and in a world where these
things are changing quickly.

So just 3 years ago, the people who
run the National Institutes of Health
and researchers around the country
said that, having had no increase in a
dozen years, they were basically 22 per-
cent behind where they had been 12
years earlier in just research buying
power. Young researchers were leaving
the field of research because they were
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