September 7, 2017

If you are hoping that 3 percent was
somehow going to bail you out from
having to face this crisis, that just
blew up. There is no 3 percent.

Broadly, there were three main errors in
the papers denying climate change. Many
had cherry-picked the results . . . some that
applied inappropriate ‘‘curve-fitting” [to try
to step] away from data until the points
matched the curve of their choosing.

This is my favorite.

Sometimes the papers just ignored physics
altogether.

It has been quite a month with the
West ablaze, Houston underwater, the
most powerful storm ever measured in
the Atlantic is headed our way, heat
and rain and other measures breaking
records year after year, multiple de-
partments of governments aligning to
warn us, and how does the Trump Ad-
ministration respond?

The Energy department asked sci-
entists to remove the word ‘‘climate
change’” from a grant proposal.

I have been asked to contact you to update
the wording in your proposal abstract to re-
move words such as ‘‘global warming’ or
‘“‘climate change.”

Not just one fluke. In March, POLIT-
ICO reported as follows:

[Tlhat staff at the Department of Energy

. were told not to use the terms ‘‘climate
change,” ‘“emissions reduction” or ‘Paris
Agreement.”

The Department put out a power grid
study that has been long delayed, and
in the power grid study, the words ‘‘cli-
mate change’” never appeared. Wher-
ever they were in earlier drafts, they
got scrubbed. The only reference to cli-
mate is a reference to ‘‘rescinding en-
ergy and climate-related policies.”

The EPA has been scrubbing the
word ‘‘climate change” from its
website. It removed its climate change
page and then got hammered with a se-
ries of Freedom of Information Act re-
quests as to what is going on with that
so they quickly scrambled and pub-
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lished an archived version but buried it
back in the website.

The Department of Interior has also
removed discussions of the effects of
global warming from several of its
pages. The Department of Agriculture
has emails showing how staff in their
Natural Resources Conservation Serv-
ice was coached by managers to avoid
the term ‘‘climate change’ and instead
use other language.

That is where we are—all of those
facts, the motive behind it, the finger-
prints of the fossil fuel industry, the
confessions by participants in those
schemes. Where are we? In this room,
silence. Nobody will talk about it be-
cause the power of the fossil fuel indus-
try is so strong, the threats are so
bloodcurdling that nobody dares. We
cannot have a grownup, factual discus-
sion about climate change in this
building either. Of course, over in the
Trump administration, they have com-
pletely thrown in the towel to the fos-
sil fuel industry, and now we are hop-
ing to dodge the problem by forbidding
people from using the words ‘‘climate
change.” It is pathetic.

I yield the floor.

———

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL MONDAY,
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017, AT 3 P.M.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate stands adjourned until 3 p.m. on
Monday, September 11.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 6:15 p.m.,
adjourned until Monday, September 11,
2017, at 3 p.m.

———

NOMINATIONS

Executive nominations received by
the Senate:

THE JUDICIARY

R. STAN BAKER, OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF
GEORGIA, VICE WILLIAM T. MOORE, JR., RETIRED.

JEFFREY UHLMAN BEAVERSTOCK, OF ALABAMA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN
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DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, VICE CALLIE V. GRANADE, RE-
TIRED.

RYAN WESLEY BOUNDS, OF OREGON, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT, VICE
DIARMUID F. O’'SCANNLAIN, RETIRED.

JOHN W. BROOMES, OF KANSAS, TO BE UNITED STATES
DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF KANSAS, VICE
JOHN THOMAS MARTEN, RETIRED.

REBECCA GRADY JENNINGS, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE WESTERN
DISTRICT OF KENTUCKY, VICE JOHN G. HEYBURN II, RE-
TIRED.

TERRY FITZGERALD MOORER, OF ALABAMA, TO BE
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN
DISTRICT OF ALABAMA, VICE WILLIAM H. STEELE, RE-
TIRED.

FERNANDO RODRIGUEZ, JR., OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT
OF TEXAS, VICE GREGG JEFFREY COSTA, ELEVATED.

KAREN GREN SCHOLER, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF TEXAS, VICE JORGE A. SOLIS, RETIRED.

BRETT JOSEPH TALLEY, OF ALABAMA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
ALABAMA, VICE MARK E. FULLER, RESIGNED .

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

WILLIAM L. WEHRUM, OF DELAWARE, TO BE AN AS-
SISTANT ADMINISTRATOR OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL
PROTECTION AGENCY, VICE REGINA MCCARTHY, RE-
SIGNED.

THE JUDICIARY

RAINEY R. BRANDT, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS, VICE JUDITH NAN MACALUSO, RETIRED.

DEBORAH J. ISRAEL, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA,
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM OF FIF-
TEEN YEARS, VICE MELVIN R. WRIGHT, RETIRED.

ELIZABETH L. BRANCH, OF GEORGIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE ELEVENTH CIRCUIT,
VICE FRANK M. HULL, RETIRED.

MATTHEW J. KACSMARYK, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT
OF TEXAS, VICE MARY LOU ROBINSON, RETIRED.

GREGORY G. KATSAS, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE UNITED
STATES CIRCUIT JUDGE FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUM-
BIA CIRCUIT, VICE JANICE R. BROWN, RETIRED.

EMILY COODY MARKS, OF ALABAMA, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT OF
ALABAMA, VICE MYRON H. THOMPSON, RETIRED.

JEFFREY CARL MATEER, OF TEXAS, TO BE UNITED
STATES DISTRICT JUDGE FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT
OF TEXAS, VICE RICHARD A. SCHELL, RETIRED.

—————

CONFIRMATION

Executive nomination confirmed by
the Senate September 07, 2017:
IN THE ARMY

THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT IN
THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211:

To be brigadier general
COL. JOHN K. MULLER
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