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Friday, September 8, 2017

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express my appreciation to Brad Pierce, Au-
rora City Council Member At Large, for his
many years of extraordinary work and dedica-
tion to the City of Aurora. Council Member
Pierce’s dedication to the City of Aurora and
his leadership and vision has, amongst other
accomplishments, contributed to the city’s des-
ignation as the Safest Large City in America.

As an Aurora City Council Member, Brad
Pierce has consistently and effectively guided
city policy towards increased quality of life and
growth. He continually provided the City of Au-
rora with guidance and leadership in his roles
as the Chair of the Management and Finance
Policy Committee and as the Vice-Chair of the
Water Policy Committee.

Council Member Pierce has dedicated his
time in elected office to making our community
and the State of Colorado a better place for its
residents. He serves as the President of the
National Organization to Insure a Sound-Con-
trolled Environment (N.O.I.S.E) and represents
the State of Colorado and the City of Aurora
as a member of National League of Cities En-
ergy, Environment and Natural Resources
Steering Committee.

In addition to making the City of Aurora a
better place to live, | would also like to recog-
nize Brad Pierce’s work as the Former Presi-
dent and current Board Member for the Com-
munity College of Aurora Foundation. Without
a doubt, Councilmember Pierce has enhanced
the quality of life for every citizen in the City
of Aurora throughout his tenure as an Aurora
City Council Member and resident of our great
city.

Mr. Speaker, Brad Pierce represents the
very best the State of Colorado and our nation
has to offer. | offer my sincere appreciation for
his unyielding dedication to public service and
| wish him the very best of luck as he leaves
the Aurora City Council and moves on to fu-
ture endeavors.

——————

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE FLORENCE DOUG-
LAS CENTER

HON. MIKE THOMPSON

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 8, 2017

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to honor the Florence Douglas
Center in Vallejo, California, upon the occa-
sion of its 40th Anniversary serving seniors in
our community.

In 1975, Mayor Florence Douglas of Vallejo
appointed the late Lou Burgelin, a retired chief
progressman at the Mare Island Naval Ship-
yard and a tireless advocate for seniors, to
form a committee to study and organize the
best way to open a senior facility. Lou envi-
sioned a place where local seniors could con-
tinue to improve themselves after retirement.
Mayor Douglas and the committee secured
funds to build a new facility on a vacant parcel
on Amador Street where the Center stands
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today. The Florence Douglas Center officially
opened in August 1977.

Over the years, the Center established
many traditions and helpful programs. Along
with social events, bingo twice a week and on-
going bus trips to casinos, the Center offers
many opportunities for seniors to learn. There
are several course options, including Zumba
instruction and French and Spanish lessons.
Technology has changed quite a bit since
1977, and the Center has kept up to date by
building their own lab to host computer class-
es.

The Center hosts many annual events in-
cluding an International Gala, the Fall
FUNraiser, and a popular Luau. The Health
and Technology Fair is a one-stop shop for
seniors to gather information from multiple
healthcare providers. On every Christmas Day
since 1984 the Center has hosted hundreds of
seniors for a delicious Holiday Dinner. The
Dinner gives seniors who otherwise would not
have a meal the opportunity to be served by
their friends from the Center. In 2009, the
Center named this tradition “The Free Lou
Burgelin Holiday Dinner,” a fitting tribute for a
place where seniors gather to serve seniors.

Mr. Speaker, for the past forty years the
Florence Douglas Center has been a place
where the seniors in our community can gath-
er to take classes, make friends and have
meals. The U.S. Census Bureau expects the
population of seniors to double between 2012
and 2050. The Center will be an important
part or our community’s effort to improve the
lives of our seniors for the next forty years and
beyond. Therefore, it is fitting and proper that
we honor the Center here today.

———

RECOGNIZING SHELLY KERCHNER
FOR RECEIVING A PERSONAL
ACHIEVEMENT AWARD FROM
THE HEALTHSOUTH REHABILITA-
TION HOSPITAL OF ALTOONA
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Mr. SHUSTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Shelly Kerchner, one of the winners
of the 24th annual Personal Achievement
Award from the HealthSouth Rehabilitation
Hospital of Altoona. This award is given to en-
courage and recognize those who have made
an outstanding effort to deal with or overcome
a disability. This year, Shelly has earned that
distinction.

Shelly’s life changed eleven years ago in
2006 with she fell down a flight of stairs, suf-
fering a devastating spinal cord injury. She
was only able to move her eyes and had weak
movement in both of her hands. Shelly’s med-
ical prognosis was bleak, indicating she would
never walk again or use her hands. Yet,
through perseverance, hard work and dedica-
tion she proved that grim forecast wrong.

Today, Shelly is now walking with braces
and a rolling walker and is independent with
her everyday tasks. She cooks, cleans, drives,
practices yoga and is an author. She is said
to be an inspiration to many people through
her Internet blog and her published book—
Standing Tall: The Healing Power of Gratitude.

| am humbled to recognize the truly impres-
sive recovery Shelly has made. Her strength
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and positivity in the face of such adversity is
remarkable. As such, it is my pleasure to wish
Shelly the best as she continues to reclaim
her health and life.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 70TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE OPTIMIST
CLUB OF GREEN BAY

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 8, 2017

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the 70th Anniversary of the Opti-
mist Club of Green Bay. Since its founding in
1947, this community service organization has
made a profound impact across the Greater
Green Bay Area by bringing many activities,
improvements, and educational opportunities
to the youth of Green Bay.

The Optimist Club of Green Bay has been
a sponsor of youth baseball and softball, in
addition to being a strong advocate of the
“Just Say No” anti-drug campaign and the
“Winners Wear Helmets” bicycle initiative. The
Optimist Club of Green Bay also hosts an an-
nual oratorical contest for high school students
designed to encourage them to gain experi-
ence in public speaking as a means of pro-
viding information to others. The two winners
from each years contest are generously
awarded with a college scholarship.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all members of this
body to join me in applauding the Optimist
Club of Green Bay and the 2,500 other local
optimist clubs across world for their commit-
ment to brightening the future of the youth in
their respective communities.

———————

HONORING J. MICHAEL ANDERSON
UPON RECEIPT OF THE 2017
ZUNIC AWARD

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, September 8, 2017

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize J. Michael Anderson, the 2017 re-
cipient of the Zunic Award as presented by the
Syracuse Football Club.

The Syracuse Football Club is a group of
former Syracuse Orange football players fo-
cused on making a difference in the Central
New York community. The Zunic Award was
created to honor Mike and Judy Zunic, who
died tragically in a United Airlines plane crash
in Sioux City, lowa on July 18, 1989. The pilot,
anticipating landing difficulties, requested vol-
unteers to give up their seats and sit at the
exit doors to assist passengers in the event of
an emergency. Mike and Judy gave up their
seats in first class to sit at one of the doors.
They both died in the crash and those in the
Zunics’ original seats survived. The Zunic
Award honors those, like Mike and Judy, who
have acted selflessly for the good of others.

This year's Zunic Award recipient, J. Mi-
chael Anderson, is a former Orange offensive
lineman, and has tragically lost two of his
three sons—Jimmy and Eric—to the opioid
epidemic devastating our community and our
nation. Despite this extraordinary loss, Mike




		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:47:15-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




