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personal correspondence, speeches, certifi-
cates, and over eleven-thousand photographs. 

Emerson was the first Republican woman to 
represent the state of Missouri in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. She was reelected 
eight times, representing Missouri’s Eighth 
Congressional District from 1996 to 2013. Dur-
ing Emerson’s time in office, she successfully 
promoted economic development, secured 
federal dollars for rural improvements, 
healthcare, and agriculture, while building the 
framework for a brighter future for our region. 

I want to express my gratitude to Southeast 
Missouri State University for dedicating the Jo 
Ann Emerson Congressional Papers to the 
Special Collections and Archives in the Kent 
Library, and to Jo Ann Emerson and her fam-
ily for contributing her photo collection and 
Congressional Papers. Finally, I want to share 
a deep and heartfelt thank you to Jo Ann not 
only for her service and influence on the 
Eighth District of Missouri, but also for being 
someone who I looked up to and whose leg-
acy I strive to honor every day. 
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Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Sheila Earline Baker, a gen-
erous and warm member of the Fort Worth 
community who passed away on Monday, Au-
gust 28, 2017, following a courageous battle 
with breast cancer. 

Sheila was born on August 30, 1950 to her 
parents Herbert and Ruth Baker, and was the 
third of five Baker Girls. A longtime resident of 
Fort Worth, Sheila graduated from I.M. Terrell 
High School where her energy and spirit 
shined as a cheerleader for her school. Fol-
lowing her graduation from I.M. Terrell High 
School, Sheila attended Huston-Tillotson Col-
lege in Austin, Texas. 

Sheila lived in Los Angeles for 20 years 
where she worked for Blue Cross Blue Shield 
before moving up in responsibility from an ad-
ministrative assistant to a supervisor and train-
er. She never met a stranger she didn’t in-
stantly connect with and had countless friends 
around the local DFW area. 

Sheila was committed to serving her com-
munity. She was an active member of the 
Baker Chapel AME, serving as a class leader, 
greeter, usher, missionary and part of the 
Membership and Evangelism and Social Ac-
tion Commissions. Sheila’s passion for pho-
tography assisted her as she took on the role 
of resident photographer for Baker Chapel and 
consistently chronicled church activities and 
programs. In addition, Sheila worked on the 
Commission for Social Action in Fort Worth 
and served on the board of Tarrant Churches 
Together, assisting with the MLK Day of Serv-
ice. She was actively involved with the Ste-
phen Stallworth Scholarship Foundation, an 
avid supporter of the Susan G Komen Breast 
Cancer Foundation, and worked fiercely in 
support of the homeless, school children, and 
breast cancer survivors. 

Most importantly, Sheila was her family’s 
historian and her daughter, Ashley Hayes’, 
biggest cheerleader and supporter. Sheila’s 

spirit of service is greatly reflected upon Ash-
ley, who proudly serves as the Legislative Di-
rector in my Washington, D.C. office. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of Sheila Earline 
Baker, whose warm and generous heart 
touched many lives. I offer my condolences 
and deepest sympathy to those who loved 
her: mother, Ruth Munchus Baker; sisters, 
Ruth ‘‘Cookie’’ Baker; nieces and nephews, 
Eric (Linda), Ronald, Lisa (Sean), Misty (Carl), 
Keosha, Monique (Lemond) and Michelle 
(Jonathan); Godson, Andre’ C. Dennis; dear 
friend, Cynthia Hicks Brown; several genera-
tions of other nephews and nieces; other fam-
ily members and many friends. Among those 
are her beloved daughter, Ashley Hayes and 
her husband Michael. 

I honor Sheila Earline Baker, a spirited 
member of the Fort Worth and Texas commu-
nity. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO BEE’S 160TH ANNIVER-
SARY 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 8, 2017 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Sacramento Bee as it cele-
brates its 160th anniversary. As the commu-
nity, supporters, and Bee staff members gath-
er today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring them and their long history of service 
to the Sacramento region and beyond. 

On February 3, 1857, the Sacramento Bee 
released its first issue, proclaiming that ‘‘the 
object of the Sacramento Bee is not only inde-
pendence, but permanence.’’ It is that perma-
nence that we come together to honor today. 
For five generations, the McClatchy and Malo-
ney families have strived to provide the great-
er Sacramento area with quality news rooted 
in independent, honest journalism. The Bee is 
not only a family institution, but a staple of our 
Sacramento community as well. 

The Bee has been awarded six Pulitzer 
Prizes and continues to produce a quality 
newspaper that serves the needs of its com-
munity. As the longest running newspaper in 
Sacramento’s history, the Bee consistently ex-
emplifies its core values of integrity and inde-
pendence. Its dedication to transparency and 
ethical journalism has garnered the Bee im-
mense praise and countless industry awards 
for its superior journalism, setting the standard 
for the 29 other McClatchy Company news-
papers located across the country. 

Mr. Speaker, as the Sacramento Bee cele-
brates 160 years of service to the Sacramento 
region, I ask all my colleagues to join me in 
honoring the paper and its employees for their 
dedication to journalism and to our community. 

HONORING ANNUAL APPRECIATION 
BANQUET AT SRI VENKATES- 
WARA SWAMI (BALAJI) TEMPLE 
ON SEPTEMBER 9TH 

HON. RAJA KRISHNAMOORTHI 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 8, 2017 

Mr. KRISHNAMOORTHI. Mr. Speaker, 
today I honor Sri Venkateswara Swami (Balaji) 
Temple’s significant, enduring contributions to 
our community, state, and country. 

The Sri Venkateswara Swami (Balaji) tem-
ple has opened its doors to devotees for more 
than 30 years. Its mission is to promote the 
highest values of Hindu culture, philosophy, 
religion, spirituality, and tradition in the United 
States with benevolence, compassion, and tol-
erance. It holds a prestigious reputation as 
one of the most beautiful and authentic Hindu 
temples outside of India. 

Each year the annual Appreciation Banquet 
is held to honor all who worship and partici-
pate in the Temple’s social and cultural gath-
erings. The Banquet also serves as an oppor-
tunity to show Hindu traditions to our children, 
and to promote getting youth further involved 
in temple activities. 

Every time I visit the beautiful Sri 
Venkateswara Swami (Balaji) temple in Au-
rora, Illinois, I am inspired by the congrega-
tion’s devotion and its commitment to making 
our community stronger. Hinduism is a religion 
that prides itself on pluralism, inclusion, toler-
ance, non-violence, and the embrace of diver-
sity. 

These are not only the values of the temple; 
they are also our shared American values. 
When people try to divide Americans or sepa-
rate us, we need to remember that all of us 
belong together and that diversity and inclu-
sion make us stronger as a country. 

I honor the Sri Venkateswara Swami (Balaji) 
temple’s annual appreciation banquet in Au-
rora, Illinois on September 9th. 
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RECOGNIZING THE SESQUICENTEN-
NIAL ANNIVERSARY OF KESLER 
TEMPLE AFRICAN METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL ZION CHURCH 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, September 8, 2017 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize Kesler Temple African Methodist 
Episcopal Zion Church, located in my congres-
sional district in the City of Henderson, North 
Carolina, as the Church and its faithful con-
gregation celebrate its 150th Anniversary. 
Kesler Temple has been a beacon of light in 
the Vance County community and has posi-
tively impacted generations of families in east-
ern North Carolina. 

What would eventually become Kesler Tem-
ple African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church 
was founded in 1867 when members of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Zion faith estab-
lished a new church. Its first pastor was Rev-
erend A. F. Goslen. In 1872, Reverend A. G. 
Kesler was assigned to the Granville County 
Circuit by the legendary Bishop James Walker 
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