September 8, 2017

POSTAL SERVICE NEEDS TO BE
RESPONSIVE

(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call out the horrendous postal
service my constituents in Westchester
County, New York, are suffering.

My constituents are missing pay-
checks, and have had their mail thrown
away. This is disgraceful, and I am ap-
palled.

I have requested several meetings
with Postmaster General Megan Bren-
nan, which have been ignored. Their
actions are unacceptable and are bor-
dering on incompetence. As a Member
of Congress, I demand the Postmaster
General take responsibility and correct
the problems my constituents are fac-
ing.

Although the House is in session
today, I am here to join my colleague,
Senator SCHUMER, who is in my district
today, calling for an investigation. To-
gether, we will continue to push for
greater oversight of the post offices in
Westchester, New York, until these
matters are resolved.

———
IMMIGRATION BILL ENDORSED

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
my colleagues may be aware of a legal
immigration reform bill that increases
skilled workers needed in America, re-
duces the chain migration of non-im-
mediate relatives, and saves jobs for
American workers.

This is to alert Members to the wel-
come endorsement by many in the na-
tional media. Even President Clinton
liked the idea.

That was when similar legislation
was recommended by the Jordan Com-
mission, chaired by the Texas Demo-
crat, former Member Barbara Jordan.
Today, similar legislation is opposed
by these same newspapers. How time,
or at least the political party of the au-
thors, changes.

Most of the national media supports
more open borders and increased levels
of immigration, contrary to a majority
of the American people.

But Congress needs to approve an im-
migration bill that puts the interests
of Americans first.

——
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JUNE TRADE DEFICIT/TRUMP
SCORECARD

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, President
Trump promised to fix our trade defi-
cits and bring back American jobs.
Seven months into this administration,
wages are flat and workers continue to
get pink slips.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

The administration has not made its
promises on NAFTA come true, and as
of June, the end of June, the decision
on steelworkers has not been done.

President Trump made promises to
working people and spoke endlessly
about trade during the campaign, and
now he has an opportunity to rewrite
those economic rules for NAFTA on
this continent. He could make it work
for working people rather than for
transnational corporate interests at
the expense of everyone else. We should
fix NAFTA’s lax labor standards, and
the citizens of our continent would
benefit.

Our people have had hundreds of
thousands of jobs outsourced to Mex-
ico. Workers in Mexico earn about $3.95
an hour in the auto plants, about one-
ninth of average workers here north of
the border. Meanwhile, our trade defi-
cits have been increasing across the
board with Mexico, which translates
into more outsourced jobs and, of
course, more trade deficits with the
world.

The June 2017 trade deficit on this
chart confirms the year-to-date goods
and services deficit increased by over
10 percent over last year.

America can create good jobs here at
home, but it can’t happen without fix-
ing trade agreements that are seriously
out of balance, starting with NAFTA.

Mr. President, please fix NAFTA.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 601, REIN-
FORCING EDUCATION ACCOUNT-
ABILITY IN DEVELOPMENT ACT

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 509 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 509

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to take from the
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 601) to enhance
the transparency and accelerate the impact
of assistance provided under the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to promote quality basic
education in developing countries, to better
enable such countries to achieve universal
access to quality basic education and im-
proved learning outcomes, to eliminate du-
plication and waste, and for other purposes,
with the Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment there-
to, and to consider in the House, without
intervention of any point of order, a motion
offered by the chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or his designee that the House
concur in the Senate amendment to the
House amendment to the Senate amend-
ment. The Senate amendment and the mo-
tion shall be considered as read. The motion
shall be debatable for one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on
Appropriations. The previous question shall
be considered as ordered on the motion to
adoption without intervening motion.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1
hour.

H7187

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I
may consume. During consideration of
this resolution, all time yielded is for
the purpose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of this rule, and I be-
lieve the entire country understands
why we have the underlying legislation
that we have before us today.

The rule provides for consideration of
the Senate amendment to the House
amendment to the Senate amendment
to H.R. 601, the Hurricane Supple-
mental, Debt Limit, Continuing Appro-
priations, and Flood Insurance Pack-
age.

Mr. Speaker, what this means is that
the United States Congress, the House
of Representatives, first acted in re-
sponse to the hurricane that hit Texas
and Louisiana and caused flooding
across the United States. We then
passed that directly to the United
States Senate, in working with the
President of the United States and the
administration, and the Senate has
provided back the necessary agreement
that they passed. That is why we are
here today.

We are here today because this great
Nation is finding itself in a desperate
plight of fighting with, for, and against
Mother Nature, in an effort to provide
the citizens of the United States of
America with the assurances that, at a
time when FEMA is engaged in over 30
different efforts across the country, the
United States Congress is nimble
enough and able enough to see the need
of the people of the United States and
to respond appropriately.

It is a private-public partnership that
takes place not just with the Federal
Government, but it is a government-to-
government relationship that takes
place also with the United States
FEMA organization representing the
administration and the American peo-
ple of the States in which those people
reside.

I must tell you that I have been im-
pressed with not only the actions that
the Federal Government has taken, but
I am proud each morning that I stand
up and see FEMA and its representa-
tives discussing, preparing, and pro-
viding the American people with the
necessary information, the cause and
the backup to be prepared for what lies
ahead.

This legislation directly addresses
the critical responses that are needed
by this Nation and meets the funding
obligations of the Nation. My fellow
Texans, several of whom will be speak-
ing this morning on the rule, are men
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