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POSTAL SERVICE NEEDS TO BE 

RESPONSIVE 
(Mr. ENGEL asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call out the horrendous postal 
service my constituents in Westchester 
County, New York, are suffering. 

My constituents are missing pay-
checks, and have had their mail thrown 
away. This is disgraceful, and I am ap-
palled. 

I have requested several meetings 
with Postmaster General Megan Bren-
nan, which have been ignored. Their 
actions are unacceptable and are bor-
dering on incompetence. As a Member 
of Congress, I demand the Postmaster 
General take responsibility and correct 
the problems my constituents are fac-
ing. 

Although the House is in session 
today, I am here to join my colleague, 
Senator SCHUMER, who is in my district 
today, calling for an investigation. To-
gether, we will continue to push for 
greater oversight of the post offices in 
Westchester, New York, until these 
matters are resolved. 

f 

IMMIGRATION BILL ENDORSED 

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
my colleagues may be aware of a legal 
immigration reform bill that increases 
skilled workers needed in America, re-
duces the chain migration of non-im-
mediate relatives, and saves jobs for 
American workers. 

This is to alert Members to the wel-
come endorsement by many in the na-
tional media. Even President Clinton 
liked the idea. 

That was when similar legislation 
was recommended by the Jordan Com-
mission, chaired by the Texas Demo-
crat, former Member Barbara Jordan. 
Today, similar legislation is opposed 
by these same newspapers. How time, 
or at least the political party of the au-
thors, changes. 

Most of the national media supports 
more open borders and increased levels 
of immigration, contrary to a majority 
of the American people. 

But Congress needs to approve an im-
migration bill that puts the interests 
of Americans first. 

f 
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JUNE TRADE DEFICIT/TRUMP 
SCORECARD 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, President 
Trump promised to fix our trade defi-
cits and bring back American jobs. 
Seven months into this administration, 
wages are flat and workers continue to 
get pink slips. 

The administration has not made its 
promises on NAFTA come true, and as 
of June, the end of June, the decision 
on steelworkers has not been done. 

President Trump made promises to 
working people and spoke endlessly 
about trade during the campaign, and 
now he has an opportunity to rewrite 
those economic rules for NAFTA on 
this continent. He could make it work 
for working people rather than for 
transnational corporate interests at 
the expense of everyone else. We should 
fix NAFTA’s lax labor standards, and 
the citizens of our continent would 
benefit. 

Our people have had hundreds of 
thousands of jobs outsourced to Mex-
ico. Workers in Mexico earn about $3.95 
an hour in the auto plants, about one- 
ninth of average workers here north of 
the border. Meanwhile, our trade defi-
cits have been increasing across the 
board with Mexico, which translates 
into more outsourced jobs and, of 
course, more trade deficits with the 
world. 

The June 2017 trade deficit on this 
chart confirms the year-to-date goods 
and services deficit increased by over 
10 percent over last year. 

America can create good jobs here at 
home, but it can’t happen without fix-
ing trade agreements that are seriously 
out of balance, starting with NAFTA. 

Mr. President, please fix NAFTA. 
f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF SENATE AMENDMENT TO 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE 
AMENDMENT TO H.R. 601, REIN-
FORCING EDUCATION ACCOUNT-
ABILITY IN DEVELOPMENT ACT 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-

rection of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 509 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 509 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to take from the 
Speaker’s table the bill (H.R. 601) to enhance 
the transparency and accelerate the impact 
of assistance provided under the Foreign As-
sistance Act of 1961 to promote quality basic 
education in developing countries, to better 
enable such countries to achieve universal 
access to quality basic education and im-
proved learning outcomes, to eliminate du-
plication and waste, and for other purposes, 
with the Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment there-
to, and to consider in the House, without 
intervention of any point of order, a motion 
offered by the chair of the Committee on Ap-
propriations or his designee that the House 
concur in the Senate amendment to the 
House amendment to the Senate amend-
ment. The Senate amendment and the mo-
tion shall be considered as read. The motion 
shall be debatable for one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
Appropriations. The previous question shall 
be considered as ordered on the motion to 
adoption without intervening motion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas is recognized for 1 
hour. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, for the 
purpose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from New York (Ms. SLAUGHTER), pend-
ing which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of this rule, and I be-
lieve the entire country understands 
why we have the underlying legislation 
that we have before us today. 

The rule provides for consideration of 
the Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment 
to H.R. 601, the Hurricane Supple-
mental, Debt Limit, Continuing Appro-
priations, and Flood Insurance Pack-
age. 

Mr. Speaker, what this means is that 
the United States Congress, the House 
of Representatives, first acted in re-
sponse to the hurricane that hit Texas 
and Louisiana and caused flooding 
across the United States. We then 
passed that directly to the United 
States Senate, in working with the 
President of the United States and the 
administration, and the Senate has 
provided back the necessary agreement 
that they passed. That is why we are 
here today. 

We are here today because this great 
Nation is finding itself in a desperate 
plight of fighting with, for, and against 
Mother Nature, in an effort to provide 
the citizens of the United States of 
America with the assurances that, at a 
time when FEMA is engaged in over 30 
different efforts across the country, the 
United States Congress is nimble 
enough and able enough to see the need 
of the people of the United States and 
to respond appropriately. 

It is a private-public partnership that 
takes place not just with the Federal 
Government, but it is a government-to- 
government relationship that takes 
place also with the United States 
FEMA organization representing the 
administration and the American peo-
ple of the States in which those people 
reside. 

I must tell you that I have been im-
pressed with not only the actions that 
the Federal Government has taken, but 
I am proud each morning that I stand 
up and see FEMA and its representa-
tives discussing, preparing, and pro-
viding the American people with the 
necessary information, the cause and 
the backup to be prepared for what lies 
ahead. 

This legislation directly addresses 
the critical responses that are needed 
by this Nation and meets the funding 
obligations of the Nation. My fellow 
Texans, several of whom will be speak-
ing this morning on the rule, are men 
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who were directly in the face of the 
storm; and the people whom they rep-
resent and the people who have con-
fidence in them are asking them for 
the necessary proper help that the 
United States Government would wish 
to give. These men and women of the 
Texas delegation have seen this prob-
lem together, and they are addressing 
it as a team. 

We come together not just as Repub-
lican and Democrat, men and women, 
but we come together as a nation. And 
quite honestly, Mr. Speaker, Texans 
are overwhelmed with the response 
that we have seen not just from our 
colleagues, but the wishes, hopes, and 
prayers of this Nation, those who have 
come to Texas and are helping us out. 

We now turn our thoughts and ideas 
and prayers to others who are in 
harm’s way. We are well aware that it 
has come across our territories, it is 
entering the United States soon, per-
haps as early as this morning, and we 
have done our work here today and will 
get that work done as we finalize the 
vote. 

We appreciate and respect and thank 
the Nation for its support. 

Please know that this legislation 
provides us, today, essential emergency 
disaster relief for those areas dev-
astated by storms. A $15.25 billion 
emergency supplemental package is 
contained within this legislation. What 
we intend to do is to provide this and 
make it available to the States, where 
our elected officials will be admin-
istering the things that will make 
them available, along with FEMA, to 
the American people and to the people 
who were affected. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday I received a 
call from a gentleman, George P. Bush, 
who is our land commissioner in Texas. 
Commissioner Bush asked me to not 
only thank the United States Congress, 
but also the American people. He asked 
me, along with Governor Greg Abbott 
from the State of Texas, to thank the 
American people for standing with us. 

We may have been in harm’s way, we 
may have seen over 50 inches of rain, 
we may have tens of thousands of peo-
ple who are still in harm’s way, but we 
are not too proud to say thank you, 
thank you to this great Nation for 
hearing our call, seeing our need, and, 
today, providing the necessary re-
sources to help us rebuild our lives. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, first, I want to ac-
knowledge all the communities facing 
the impacts of Hurricane Harvey and 
Hurricane Irma. There are also two 
other hurricanes, Jose and Katia, gain-
ing strength right now in the Atlantic. 

This is the first time since 2010 that 
there have been three active hurricanes 
at one time in the Atlantic basin. Our 
rising waters and warming seas are 
contributing to the historic storms we 
are seeing now. 

We also can’t forget the falling per-
mafrost in Alaska. It was called perma-
frost, obviously, because it was going 
to be permanent. Scientists estimate 
this could drive up the Earth’s tem-
perature by as much as 1.7 degrees 
Fahrenheit. If this isn’t enough to 
make clear the perils of climate 
change, I don’t know what it will take. 

Mr. Speaker, I am relieved that a bi-
partisan compromise has been reached 
on some of the most important and ur-
gent matters that we face. The bill in-
cludes a short-term extension of the 
debt ceiling, a continuing resolution to 
fund the government, and provides the 
first installment of aid to those com-
munities impacted by Hurricane Har-
vey. 

I was glad to see this deal pass the 
Senate overwhelmingly on Thursday 
by a vote of 80–17. It is a testament to 
what we can do when we work together 
even during these especially partisan 
times. 

The agreement may have been a sur-
prise, but it was a welcome one. We can 
now step back from the cliff, get to 
work on the many other priorities we 
face this month, including passing the 
Dream Act and reauthorizing the FAA, 
which is critical; the Children’s Health 
Insurance Program, also critical; and 
the Perkins Loan program. Many low- 
income students in college depend on 
Perkins to get a good education. 

So this compromise will get us 
through to December 8, and that means 
we will find ourselves back here in the 
same situation a few months from now. 
I hope that once again we can put the 
country before ideology and prevent 
the self-inflicted wound that would 
come from playing chicken with our 
economy. 

Today’s bipartisan spirit is some-
thing our country can use a lot more 
of. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, over 
the next few speakers, you will have an 
opportunity to hear from members of 
the Texas delegation who were not 
only in harm’s way, but who represent 
many brave people who have responded 
to the call of others. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield 5 minutes to the 
gentleman from Corpus Christi, Texas 
(Mr. FARENTHOLD). 

Mr. FARENTHOLD. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Chairman SESSIONS for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, as I was walking up to 
the Capitol from the Metro station just 
a few minutes ago, I remembered just a 
couple weeks ago I was boarding up my 
house and preparing for Hurricane Har-
vey. Those intervening weeks have just 
altered my life immeasurably, seeing 
the devastation that has been wrought 
on south Texas. 

The district I represent, Corpus 
Christi, Port Aransas, Aransas Pass, 
Ingleside, Refugio, those southern 
coastal areas were damaged severely by 
wind. But then you move up the Texas 
coast into towns like Victoria, Whar-
ton, Houston, and then there was just 
unimaginable damage by water. 

I was touched by how the entire Na-
tion reached out to help, sending food, 
water, help, and volunteers. And as I 
was walking up today, it is a beautiful, 
crisp beginning to be a fall day here in 
Washington, D.C., but I am imagining 
what those folks in Florida are going 
through, very similar to what I was 
going through, searching for the elu-
sive D cell battery for a flashlight, try-
ing to find a gasoline station that is 
open, and preparing for possibly the 
worst. 

We are here today to tell those folks 
in Florida, those folks in Texas, and 
those who face disasters all over this 
country that this Congress has your 
back. 

President Trump and Vice President 
PENCE both visited the district I rep-
resent and areas north in Houston, 
showing that the Federal Government 
is there; but it is this Congress’ con-
stitutional responsibility to control 
the purse strings of the country, and 
we have got to make sure that there is 
money for these essential disaster re-
lief services. 

There is only so much our volunteers 
can do, there is only so much our State 
and local governments can do, because 
this is just so massive, it is beyond the 
ability of individuals to comprehend. 
The amount of debris, the amount of 
damage, the potential for disease all 
make it a Federal problem. It is a prob-
lem for our country. 

The storm shut down some of the re-
fineries along Texas, and I think we 
have all seen the higher gasoline prices 
that have resulted from that. 

Florida is threatened, their impact 
on our national economy. We are one 
national economy. What hurts one of 
us hurts us all. 

So I am here to say thank you to the 
American people, who opened their 
hearts with their donations and their 
volunteering, but I am also here to 
thank the American people, who are 
going to allocate a few of their tax dol-
lars to help those in need in Texas and, 
I am afraid, those who are going to be 
in need very soon in Florida. 

I am encouraging my colleagues to 
vote ‘‘yes’’ on this. Set the politics 
aside. Unfortunately, this has turned a 
little political, and it doesn’t need to 
be. This is about people helping people, 
Americans helping Americans. 

There is a T-shirt going around that 
says, ‘‘Houston Strong.’’ There are T- 
shirts going around that are saying, 
‘‘Texas Strong.’’ Well, you know what? 
It is ‘‘America Strong.’’ 

b 0930 

This is all of us together, and I want 
to thank my colleagues who are sup-
porting this. And for those who are 
waffling, remember, this is what makes 
our country great: coming together in 
times of need and setting politics aside. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
the rule and the underlying legislation 
and to keep those suffering in Texas in 
their prayers, and to keep those in 
Florida and the Caribbean also in their 
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prayers. This has been a trying sum-
mer, weatherwise, but we are Ameri-
cans, and we will survive and we will 
thrive. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, if we 
defeat the previous question, I will 
offer an amendment to the rule to 
bring up H.R. 3440, the Dream Act. This 
bipartisan, bicameral legislation would 
help thousands of young people who are 
Americans in every way except on 
paper. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of my amend-
ment in the RECORD, along with extra-
neous material, immediately prior to 
the vote on the previous question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Nevada (Mr. KIHUEN) to 
discuss our proposal. 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, I encour-
age my colleagues to defeat the pre-
vious question so we can consider H.R. 
3440, the Dream Act, introduced by my 
friend, Representative ROYBAL-ALLARD. 

Aside from being a Member of Con-
gress, I am the proud son of a farm-
worker and a housekeeper. My family 
came to America when I was 8 years 
old, and they came here in pursuit of 
the American Dream. 

They came here because they knew 
that, in America, if you worked hard, 
sacrificed, played by the rules, stayed 
out of trouble, and got a good college 
education, that you could become any-
thing or anyone because America had 
compassion, America had empathy, be-
cause America was the land of oppor-
tunity, and my parents wanted a piece 
of that land of opportunity. 

Less than 30 years later, their son, 
who came here with no money, no con-
tacts, no friends, is a Member of the 
most powerful legislative body in the 
world. That is the American Dream. 
And when I got elected last year, in 
2016, I became the first DREAMer in 
American history to get elected to this 
body, and also the first former undocu-
mented immigrant to ever serve in this 
body. 

So when we are talking about the 
Dream Act, we are talking about real 
lives. We are talking about 800,000 
young Americans, 800,000 young Ameri-
cans who are going to our universities, 
our colleges, who are our teachers, our 
doctors. Some of them are protecting 
our country, our liberties, and our free-
doms in the military. 

It is time for Congress to put their 
political games aside and start putting 
the interests of these young Americans 
first. 

There are currently, right now, a few 
DREAMers out on the lawn who are 
fasting because they want that oppor-
tunity at the American Dream, that 
opportunity that was given to me and 
my family, that opportunity that has 
been given to so many immigrant fami-
lies for so many years because, look, 

let’s face it, at the end of the day, un-
less you are Native American, we all 
come from somewhere else. We are all 
descendants of immigrants or immi-
grants ourselves. And it is not right for 
us to come here and then close the door 
behind us. That is not what America 
stands for. That goes against all Amer-
ican values. 

So I encourage my friends, forget 
about the tweets and the Facebook 
posts that you feel sorry for these 
DREAMers, that you love these 
DREAMers. If you really do, let’s bring 
up that bill for a vote today, and I 
guarantee you that the votes are there 
so we can get it passed. 

At the end of the day, if we take 
away this DACA status from these 
young Americans, we are going to have 
a potentially close to $500 billion ad-
verse economic impact. There are cur-
rently 3,200 entrepreneurs who are 
DREAMers. These DREAMers are pay-
ing taxes. We educated them K–12, and 
now we are telling them that they 
can’t go to universities or colleges. 
That is un-American. That is not the 
America that I know. 

I encourage my friends today, on 
both sides of the aisle, Republican and 
Democrat, to come to the table and 
let’s pass the Dream Act. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, this 
rule and the underlying legislation is 
specifically answering a question of na-
tional emergency, and that is as it re-
lates to hurricane and hurricanes that 
are nearing the United States. 

I yield 5 minutes to the distinguished 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. WEBER), 
one of the Members of Congress who 
was in the direct bull’s-eye of this, in 
the district and the people that he rep-
resents. 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
represent District 14, which, arguably, 
is ground zero for flooding. It is the 
first three coastal counties that start 
at Louisiana and come down the Texas 
coast: Jefferson County, Galveston 
County, and then the southern half of 
Brazoria County. 

As I reflected, Mr. Speaker, about 
Harvey, I thought I would put some 
thoughts down on paper. It is stag-
gering and incredible, when you think 
about it, and, unfortunately, our 
friends in Florida may be facing ex-
actly the same thing. Of course, Hurri-
cane Irma came up through the Carib-
bean wreaking havoc. Our prayers and 
thoughts go out to those families. 

Over 60 deaths here alone. 
FEMA applications, 650,000-plus al-

ready. 
Shelters, there were 49,000 people 

staying in shelters in the three coun-
ties that I have just discussed. Sec-
retary Price said in a briefing this 
morning they are down to around, I 
think it is, 13,000, 14,000, so that num-
ber has diminished. 

Money spent by FEMA so far, last es-
timate, $200 million. 

Untold thousands, hundreds of thou-
sands of cases of water have been sent. 

Hundreds of cities, communities, 
towns, neighborhoods affected. 

Mr. Speaker, the annual average 
rainfall in that area on a yearly basis, 
of course, is 50 inches. Folks, we got 53 
inches in 3 days. 

Population on the southeast part of 
Texas, you could say, is about 6 to 7 
million people that have been affected 
by this. In Louisiana, I am not sure: 
half a million people affected by the 
rain, over 100,000 houses flooded. 

Fuel production down from the Gulf 
Coast energy capital of Texas is down 
by 20 percent. 

Jobs that have gone on hold or either 
just gone. 

Cars flooded, tens of thousands of 
cars flooded. People have no transpor-
tation. 

Overall cost, you have seen the pro-
jections, over $150 billion—with a B, 
dollars. 

Ports are shut down. The port of 
Houston was closed. Channels are 
sholed in. Sabine-Neches Waterway, 
Port of Freeport, all of them affected 
by this. I am told that when ports are 
shut down, economic trade stops—to 
the cost of over $1 billion a day. 

HHS Secretary Dr. Tom Price said, 
on the Weather Channel, that four hos-
pitals are closed; it had been 30. Thir-
teen dialysis centers closed, 26 nursing 
homes closed. He said that HHS had en-
countered some 5,000 patients during 
the storm, not all related to the storm. 

I want to add that I watched some of 
our great doctors in Jefferson County— 
Dr. Garrett Peel, Dr. Ray Callas—go to 
work, Baptist Hospital, Christus Hos-
pital, get in gear, and 500 tetanus vac-
cines were delivered because of the 
threat of disease. 

Dr. Price went on to say that the 
CDC was making plans for mosquito 
control due to the Zika virus. They 
have extended pharmaceutical waivers 
for drug prescriptions to be allowed for 
longer than 30 days. 

Dr. Price did note this morning that 
there were some 5,400 patients with 
electricity requirements for treatment 
alone, whether it is dialysis or some 
form, but that 20,000 patients were 
electrically dependent in some fashion, 
and HHS had provided that informa-
tion to the various States. 

Folks, the need is great. The need is 
great. To whom much is given, much is 
required. Never has there been a people 
in history given so much. This is one of 
those cases. This is one of those times 
where much is required. 

Harvey brought on a downpour, but I 
will tell you that Texans and Ameri-
cans and folks brought on an outpour, 
an outpouring like I had never seen. 
Our country has stepped up. 

Our friends from Louisiana, the 
Cajun Navy, came over with over 100 
boats and began to do things that 
amazed us. We called it ‘‘Cajuneering.’’ 
Unbelievable outpouring. 

So, yes, I want to echo my colleague 
to the south, BLAKE FARENTHOLD’s 
plea: Please vote for this bill. It is time 
for us to step up. It is time for us to set 
politics aside. It is time for us to focus 
on the tragedy that is now called Har-
vey and may be soon to be called Irma. 
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So I urge my colleagues to vote for this 
rule. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, may 
I inquire of my colleague if he has fur-
ther speakers. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Yes, I appreciate the 
gentlewoman engaging me. 

I had understood that I had several 
other speakers, so what I would say to 
the gentlewoman is, if she would like 
to move on, I have none that I see right 
now. As we know, our Conference is in 
a meeting, so I would allow the gentle-
woman to move forward. I will do the 
same. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
prepared to close. I yield myself such 
time as I may consume. 

First, I want to say that I appreciate 
the Members from Texas who have 
made it so clear what they are person-
ally going through, and their constitu-
ents. Surely, every one of us in this 
room understands that we are called 
upon to do the greater good today, and 
we will certainly rise to that occasion. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to say some-
thing I wish I got the chance to say 
more often, and that is that I do sup-
port the underlying bill that we are 
considering today with all my heart. I 
know it has been a busy week, but our 
constituents and the people, our fellow 
Americans, are suffering and afraid. 

One thing I noticed about the chil-
dren in Texas in the boats going to the 
shelters and every place, their sto-
icism. I didn’t see a single one of them 
shed a tear. In fact, I am a little wor-
ried about that. Little people whose 
lives were absolutely uprooted and who 
had to go to a strange place, leaving 
everything that they had behind— 
think about that. 

We are obligated here, those of us 
who serve in this House, to meet the 
need that we know exists today and 
will for some time to come. So let’s end 
with a strong, bipartisan vote on this 
bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
I would like to publicly thank the 

Democratic members of the Rules 
Committee. The gentlewoman, Mrs. 
SLAUGHTER, has recognized from the 
first moment when we came back the 
genuine desire and need for us to work 
together. Her entire team, including 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. MCGOVERN), the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), and the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. POLIS) and 
their staff, has worked diligently to en-
sure that this piece of legislation 
would become ready for Members of 
Congress to vote on it. 

I would like to thank my staff and 
also our members, our members of the 
Rules Committee who spent a great 
deal of time this week. 

Mr. Speaker, we are public servants 
and we are expected to do what we are 
doing. But it should also be noted that 
my colleague went out of her way to 
ensure that the discussion, the debate, 
and the delivery of this package is 
done. 
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Mr. Speaker, last night I received in-
formation from Dr. Shelley Hall and 
Dr. Rick Snyder from Dallas, Texas, 
speaking most directly about the peo-
ple who they have come in contact 
with as volunteers from the Dallas 
County Medical Society at the conven-
tion center in Dallas, Texas. 

As people have filled our city from 
outside these storm areas, I hope that 
they have met also Texans who cared 
about them. We have a history of this 
because we had to do this 12 or 13 years 
ago with Katrina, as we took people, 
young babies, little babies, who were 
flown in to Dallas and other areas in 
Texas; Fort Worth, Texas, opening up 
its doors; Austin, Texas; San Antonio, 
Texas. This is an effort that is more 
than just a State’s effort, however, 
today. This is the Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the Texas 
delegation, I want to thank Members of 
Congress, and, in particular, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER and her team, for expedi-
tiously providing this information of 
us working together. 

Lastly, we will hand this to Chair-
man RODNEY FRELINGHUYSEN, from the 
Appropriations Committee, and NITA 
LOWEY, who is that ranking member. I 
have seen all four of us work together 
on an important effort. 

Mr. Speaker, for that reason, I urge 
my colleagues to support this rule and 
the underlying measure to provide 
FEMA with this emergency downpay-
ment, as the agency is running out of 
funds and bracing for Irma’s impact, 
and perhaps two other storms that may 
be headed to the United States of 
America or our territories. 

We are one Nation under God. I give 
thanks for that, Mr. Speaker. 

The material previously referred to 
by Ms. SLAUGHTER is as follows: 

AN AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 509 OFFERED BY 
MS. SLAUGHTER 

At the end of the resolution, add the fol-
lowing new sections: 

SEC. 2. Immediately upon adoption of this 
resolution the Speaker shall, pursuant to 
clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the House 
resolved into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for consider-
ation of the bill (H.R. 3440) to authorize the 
cancellation of removal and adjustment of 
status of certain individuals who are long- 
term United States residents and who en-
tered the United States as children and for 
other purposes. The first reading of the bill 
shall be dispensed with. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
General debate shall be confined to the bill 
and shall not exceed one hour equally di-
vided and controlled by the chair and rank-
ing minority member of the Committee on 
the Judiciary. After general debate the bill 
shall be considered for amendment under the 
five-minute rule. All points of order against 
provisions in the bill are waived. At the con-
clusion of consideration of the bill for 
amendment the Committee shall rise and re-
port the bill to the House with such amend-
ments as may have been adopted. The pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered 
on the bill and amendments thereto to final 
passage without intervening motion except 
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions. If the Committee of the Whole 

rises and reports that it has come to no reso-
lution on the bill, then on the next legisla-
tive day the House shall, immediately after 
the third daily order of business under clause 
1 of rule XIV, resolve into the Committee of 
the Whole for further consideration of the 
bill. 

SEC 3. Clause 1(c) of rule XIX shall not 
apply to the consideration of H.R. 3440. 

THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT 
IT REALLY MEANS 

This vote, the vote on whether to order the 
previous question on a special rule, is not 
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote 
against the Republican majority agenda and 
a vote to allow the Democratic minority to 
offer an alternative plan. It is a vote about 
what the House should be debating. 

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the 
House of Representatives (VI, 308–311), de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on 
the rule as ‘‘a motion to direct or control the 
consideration of the subject before the House 
being made by the Member in charge.’’ To 
defeat the previous question is to give the 
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s 
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that 
‘‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the 
control of the resolution to the opposition’’ 
in order to offer an amendment. On March 
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated 
the previous question and a member of the 
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry, 
asking who was entitled to recognition. 
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R–Illinois) said: 
‘‘The previous question having been refused, 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitz-
gerald, who had asked the gentleman to 
yield to him for an amendment, is entitled to 
the first recognition.’’ 

The Republican majority may say ‘‘the 
vote on the previous question is simply a 
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate 
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and] 
has no substantive legislative or policy im-
plications whatsoever.’’ But that is not what 
they have always said. Listen to the Repub-
lican Leadership Manual on the Legislative 
Process in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives, (6th edition, page 135). Here’s 
how the Republicans describe the previous 
question vote in their own manual: ‘‘Al-
though it is generally not possible to amend 
the rule because the majority Member con-
trolling the time will not yield for the pur-
pose of offering an amendment, the same re-
sult may be achieved by voting down the pre-
vious question on the rule . . . When the mo-
tion for the previous question is defeated, 
control of the time passes to the Member 
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he 
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of 
amendment ‘‘ 

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, the subchapter titled 
‘‘Amending Special Rules’’ states: ‘‘a refusal 
to order the previous question on such a rule 
[a special rule reported from the Committee 
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.’’ (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘‘Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous 
question, who may offer a proper amendment 
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.’’ 

Clearly, the vote on the previous question 
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools 
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for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time, and I 
move the previous question on the res-
olution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

REINFORCING EDUCATION AC-
COUNTABILITY IN DEVELOP-
MENT ACT 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
pursuant to House Resolution 509, I 
call up the bill (H.R. 601) to enhance 
the transparency and accelerate the 
impact of assistance provided under 
the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 to 
promote quality basic education in de-
veloping countries, to better enable 
such countries to achieve universal ac-
cess to quality basic education and im-
proved learning outcomes, to eliminate 
duplication and waste, and for other 
purposes, with the Senate amendment 
to the House amendment to the Senate 
amendment thereto, and ask for its im-
mediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Clerk will designate the Senate amend-
ment to the House amendment to the 
Senate amendment. 

Senate amendment to the House 
amendment to the Senate amendment: 

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, insert the following: 

‘‘(C) there is the greatest opportunity to re-
duce childhood and adolescence exposure to or 
engagement in violent extremism or extremist 
ideologies.’’. 
DIVISION B—SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIA-

TIONS FOR DISASTER RELIEF REQUIRE-
MENTS 
The following sums are hereby appropriated, 

out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, and out of applicable corporate or 
other revenues, receipts, and funds, for the sev-
eral departments, agencies, corporations, and 
other organizational units of Government for 
fiscal year 2017, and for other purposes, namely: 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 

DISASTER RELIEF FUND 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Disaster Relief 

Fund’’ for major disasters declared pursuant to 
the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.), 
$7,400,000,000, to remain available until ex-
pended: Provided further, That such amount is 
designated by the Congress as being for an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985: Provided 
further, That the amount designated under this 
heading as an emergency requirement pursuant 
to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget 
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall 
be available only if the President subsequently 
so designates such amount and transmits such 
designation to the Congress. 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
DISASTER LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 
For an additional amount for the ‘‘Disaster 

Loans Program Account’’ for the cost of direct 

loans authorized by section 7(b) of the Small 
Business Act, $450,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That up to 
$225,000,000 may be transferred to and merged 
with ‘‘Salaries and Expenses’’ for administrative 
expenses to carry out the disaster loan program 
authorized by section 7(b) of the Small Business 
Act: Provided further, That none of the funds 
provided under this heading may be used for in-
direct administrative expenses: Provided further, 
That the amount provided under this heading is 
designated as an emergency requirement pursu-
ant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced 
Budget and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 
1985: Provided further, That the amount des-
ignated under this heading as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985 shall be available only if the 
President subsequently so designates such 
amount and transmits such designation to the 
Congress. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FUND 

(INCLUDING TRANSFERS OF FUNDS) 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Community 
Development Fund’’, $7,400,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, for necessary expenses 
for activities authorized under title I of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974 (42 U.S.C. 5301 et seq.) related to disaster 
relief, long-term recovery, restoration of infra-
structure and housing, and economic revitaliza-
tion in the most impacted and distressed areas 
resulting from a major disaster declared in 2017 
pursuant to the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Re-
lief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5121 et seq.): Provided, That funds shall be 
awarded directly to the State or unit of general 
local government at the discretion of the Sec-
retary: Provided further, That as a condition of 
making any grant, the Secretary shall certify in 
advance that such grantee has in place pro-
ficient financial controls and procurement proc-
esses and has established adequate procedures 
to prevent any duplication of benefits as defined 
by section 312 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster 
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
5155), to ensure timely expenditure of funds, to 
maintain comprehensive websites regarding all 
disaster recovery activities assisted with these 
funds, and to detect and prevent waste, fraud, 
and abuse of funds: Provided further, That 
prior to the obligation of funds a grantee shall 
submit a plan to the Secretary for approval de-
tailing the proposed use of all funds, including 
criteria for eligibility and how the use of these 
funds will address long-term recovery and res-
toration of infrastructure and housing and eco-
nomic revitalization in the most impacted and 
distressed areas: Provided further, That such 
funds may not be used for activities reimburs-
able by, or for which funds are made available 
by, the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
or the Army Corps of Engineers: Provided fur-
ther, That funds allocated under this heading 
shall not be considered relevant to the non-dis-
aster formula allocations made pursuant to sec-
tion 106 of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5306): Provided 
further, That a State or subdivision thereof may 
use up to 5 percent of its allocation for adminis-
trative costs: Provided further, That in admin-
istering the funds under this heading, the Sec-
retary of Housing and Urban Development may 
waive, or specify alternative requirements for, 
any provision of any statute or regulation that 
the Secretary administers in connection with the 
obligation by the Secretary or the use by the re-
cipient of these funds (except for requirements 
related to fair housing, nondiscrimination, labor 
standards, and the environment), if the Sec-
retary finds that good cause exists for the waiv-
er or alternative requirement and such waiver or 

alternative requirement would not be incon-
sistent with the overall purpose of title I of the 
Housing and Community Development Act of 
1974: Provided further, That, notwithstanding 
the preceding proviso, recipients of funds pro-
vided under this heading that use such funds to 
supplement Federal assistance provided under 
section 402, 403, 404, 406, 407, or 502 of the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency 
Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.) may 
adopt, without review or public comment, any 
environmental review, approval, or permit per-
formed by a Federal agency, and such adoption 
shall satisfy the responsibilities of the recipient 
with respect to such environmental review, ap-
proval or permit: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding section 104(g)(2) of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1974 (42 
U.S.C. 5304(g)(2)), the Secretary may, upon re-
ceipt of a request for release of funds and cer-
tification, immediately approve the release of 
funds for an activity or project assisted under 
this heading if the recipient has adopted an en-
vironmental review, approval or permit under 
the preceding proviso or the activity or project is 
categorically excluded from review under the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.): Provided further, That the 
Secretary shall publish via notice in the Federal 
Register any waiver, or alternative requirement, 
to any statute or regulation that the Secretary 
administers pursuant to title I of the Housing 
and Community Development Act of 1974 no 
later than 5 days before the effective date of 
such waiver or alternative requirement: Pro-
vided further, That of the amounts made avail-
able under this heading, up to $10,000,000 may 
be transferred, in aggregate, to ‘‘Department of 
Housing and Urban Development—Program Of-
fice Salaries and Expenses—Community Plan-
ning and Development’’ for necessary costs, in-
cluding information technology costs, of admin-
istering and overseeing the obligation and ex-
penditure of amounts under this heading: Pro-
vided further, That such amount is designated 
by the Congress as being for an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of 
the Balanced Budget and Emergency Deficit 
Control Act of 1985: Provided further, That the 
amount designated under this heading as an 
emergency requirement pursuant to section 
251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget and 
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall be 
available only if the President subsequently so 
designates such amount and transmits such des-
ignation to the Congress. 

This division may be cited as the ‘‘Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief Re-
quirements, 2017’’. 

DIVISION C—TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF 
PUBLIC DEBT LIMIT 

SEC. 101. (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 3101(b) of 
title 31, United States Code, shall not apply for 
the period beginning on the date of enactment 
of this Act and ending on December 8, 2017. 

(b) SPECIAL RULE RELATING TO OBLIGATIONS 
ISSUED DURING EXTENSION PERIOD.—Effective 
on December 9, 2017, the limitation in effect 
under section 3101(b) of title 31, United States 
Code, shall be increased to the extent that— 

(1) the face amount of obligations issued 
under chapter 31 of such title and the face 
amount of obligations whose principal and in-
terest are guaranteed by the United States Gov-
ernment (except guaranteed obligations held by 
the Secretary of the Treasury) outstanding on 
December 9, 2017, exceeds 

(2) the face amount of such obligations out-
standing on the date of the enactment of this 
Act. 

(c) RESTORING CONGRESSIONAL AUTHORITY 
OVER THE NATIONAL DEBT.— 

(1) EXTENSION LIMITED TO NECESSARY OBLIGA-
TIONS.—An obligation shall not be taken into 
account under section 101(a) unless the issuance 
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