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That is why the additional $7.4 billion in
CDBG funding provided in the legislation is
desperately needed.

Mr. Speaker, valiant emergency responders
in my state worked to exhaustion, with an in-
valuable assist from citizen volunteers, to res-
cue their neighbors and save lives.

That is who Texans are and this is what we
do.

We do not yet know the full cost in human
lives exacted by Hurricane Harvey.

But what we do know is that the costs of re-
covery and reconstruction will far exceed any
natural disaster in memory; best estimates
place the cost in the range of $150-$200 bil-
lion.

Mr. Speaker, there is much more work to be
done in my city of Houston, and across the
areas affected by the terrible, awesome storm
that will be forever known simply as Hurricane
Harvey.

This same resource was put into use for
Hurricane Irma to support response to that
major storm.

This sharing of important satellite data is
provided by the United States-European Com-
mission Cooperation Arrangement on Earth
Observation Data Related to the Copernicus
Program.

The Department of State’s Bureau of
Oceans and International Environmental and
Scientific Affairs negotiated the data sharing
agreement, which has been in effect since Oc-
tober 2015.

The arrangement reflects a shared U.S.-
E.U. vision to pursue full, free, and open data
policies for government Earth observation sat-
ellites, fostering greater scientific discovery
and encouraging innovation in applications
and value-added services for the benefit of so-
ciety at large.

| offer the thanks and appreciation for our
nation—its people—especially the residents
along the Gulf Coast including the residents of
the 18th Congressional District in Houston and
the surrounding communities for the support
from our Allies in our nation’s time of need.

The Suspension before the House will facili-
tate data sharing among law enforcement
agencies in support the mission of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to develop and
maintain a unity of effort approach to security
our nation from terrorist threats.

| ask my colleagues to support H.R. 2454.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Kentucky). The question is
on the motion offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. HURD) that the
House suspend the rules and pass the
bill, H.R. 2454, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

FEDERAL INFORMATION RE-
SOURCE TO STRENGTHEN TIES
WITH STATE AND LOCAL LAW
ENFORCEMENT ACT OF 2017

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2442) to amend the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 to require an annual
report on the Office for State and Local
Law Enforcement, as amended.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 2442

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Federal In-
formation Resource to Strengthen Ties with
State and Local Law Enforcement Act of
2017 or the “FIRST State and Local Law
Enforcement Act”.

SEC. 2. ANNUAL REPORT ON OFFICE FOR STATE
AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT.

Section 2006(b) of the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 607(b)) is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (5) as para-
graph (6); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (4) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (5):

‘“(5) ANNUAL REPORT.—For each of fiscal
years 2018 through 2022, the Assistant Sec-
retary for State and Local Law Enforcement
shall submit to the Committee on Homeland
Security and the Committee on the Judici-
ary of the House of Representatives and the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs and the Committee on the
Judiciary of the Senate a report on the ac-
tivities of the Office for State and Local Law
Enforcement. Each such report shall include,
for the fiscal year covered by the report, a
description of each of the following:

“(A) Efforts to coordinate and share infor-
mation regarding Department and compo-
nent agency programs with State, local, and
tribal law enforcement agencies.

‘(B) Efforts to improve information shar-
ing through the Homeland Security Informa-
tion Network by appropriate component
agencies of the Department and by State,
local, and tribal law enforcement agencies.

“(C) The status of performance metrics
within the Office of State and Local Law En-
forcement to evaluate the effectiveness of ef-
forts to carry out responsibilities set forth
within the subsection.

‘(D) Any feedback from State, local, and
tribal law enforcement agencies about the
Office, including the mechanisms utilized to
collect such feedback.

“(E) Efforts to carry out all other respon-
sibilities of the Office of State and Local
Law Enforcement.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. HURD) and the gentlewoman
from New York (Miss RICE) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2442, the Office for State and Local Law
Enforcement Information Sharing Re-
view Act, introduced by the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE).

The Office for State and Local Law
Enforcement is authorized in section
2006(b) of the Homeland Security Act
and is located within the DHS Office of
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Partnership and Engagement. The of-
fice largely serves as a source of infor-
mation on DHS resources available to
State and local law enforcement part-
ners, as well as a point of contact for
questions regarding DHS policies and
programs.

This bill requires a report on the ac-
tivities of Office of State and Local
Law Enforcement within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. The report
must include how the office is working
to improve information sharing be-
tween DHS and law enforcement agen-
cies, an overview of the performance
metrics used by the office to measure
success, feedback from State and local
stakeholders, and an overview of ongo-
ing activities.

This reporting requirement will en-
sure the office is continually identi-
fying areas for improvement in the De-
partment’s information-sharing efforts
with State and locals, and coordinating
with relevant DHS component agencies
to close these gaps.

I applaud the gentlewoman from
Texas for including a sunset on the re-
porting requirement after 5 years.
While the information gathered
through this report will be valuable for
congressional oversight, it is impor-
tant that we do not continue to require
never-ending reporting requirements
from the Department.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this measure, and I reserve the
balance of my time.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY,
Washington, DC, September 5, 2017.

Hon. MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security,
House of Representatives, Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN MCcCAUL, I write with re-
spect to H.R. 2442, the ‘‘Federal Information
Resource to Strengthen Ties with State and
Local Law Enforcement Act.” As a result of
your having consulted with us on provisions
within H.R. 2442 that fall within the Rule X
jurisdiction of the Committee on the Judici-
ary, I forego any further consideration of
this bill so that it may proceed expeditiously
to the House floor for consideration.

The Judiciary Committee takes this action
with our mutual understanding that by fore-
going consideration of H.R. 2442 at this time,
we do not waive any jurisdiction over subject
matter contained in this or similar legisla-
tion and that our committee will be appro-
priately consulted and involved as this bill
or similar legislation moves forward so that
we may address any remaining issues in our
jurisdiction. Our committee also reserves
the right to seek appointment of an appro-
priate number of conferees to any House-
Senate conference involving this or similar
legislation and asks that you support any
such request.

I would appreciate a response to this letter
confirming this understanding with respect
to H.R. 2442 and would ask that a copy of our
exchange of letters on this matter be in-
cluded in the Congressional Record during
floor consideration of this bill.

Sincerely,
BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman.
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY,
Washington, DC, September 6, 2017.
Hon. BOB GOODLATTE,
Chairman, Committee on Judiciary,
Washington, DC.

DEAR CHAIRMAN GOODLATTE, Thank you for
your letter regarding H.R. 2442, the ‘‘Federal
Information Resource to Strengthen Ties
with State and Local Law Enforcement Act
of 2017. I appreciate your support in bring-
ing this legislation before the House of Rep-
resentatives, and accordingly, understand
that the Committee on Judiciary will forego
further consideration of the bill.

The Committee on Homeland Security con-
curs with the mutual understanding that by
foregoing consideration of this bill at this
time, the Judiciary does not waive any juris-
diction over the subject matter contained in
this bill or similar legislation in the future.
In addition, should a conference on this bill
be necessary, I would support your request to
have the Committee on Judiciary rep-
resented on the conference committee.

I will insert copies of this exchange in the
Congressional Record during consideration
of this bill on the House floor. I thank you
for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,
MICHAEL T. MCCAUL,

Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2442, the Federal Information Resource
to Strengthen Ties with State and
Local Law Enforcement Act of 2017, or
the FIRST with State and Local Law
Enforcement Act.

Mr. Speaker, today we consider H.R.
2442, a bill to require the DHS to sub-
mit an annual report to Congress on
the activities of the Office for State
and Local Law Enforcement.

This bill, authored by the gentle-
woman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON LEE),
seeks to highlight the activities of this
important hub of outreach to State and
local law enforcement within the DHS.

The report is to include detailed in-
formation on those efforts, including
steps taken to improve them and per-
formance metrics to evaluate the effec-
tiveness, and feedback received from
State, local, and Tribal law enforce-
ment agencies.

Yesterday, the Committee on Home-
land Security released a staff report
that looked at the DHS’ progress, over
the past decade, at implementing the 9/
11 Commission Act.

With respect to information sharing,
it found that policies and procedures
have been reformed, at all levels, to en-
sure that critical national security in-
formation is shared, and recommended
that the DHS continue to refine its
channels for sharing such information
to ensure that they evolve to address
the threat, landscape, and stakeholder
needs.

Constructive engagement, through
the Office for State and Local Law En-
forcement, is central to this effort.

Sixteen years after the September 11
attacks, it is important that we stand
together and recommit ourselves to
doing all we can to prevent future ter-
rorist attacks. I urge my House col-
leagues to support this bill.
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Mr. Speaker, in closing, the FIRST
with State and Local Law Enforcement
Act seeks to ensure that, for years to
come, State and local law enforcement
know that the DHS is a full partner in
their efforts to keep their communities
secure.

As such, I encourage my colleagues
to support this bill, H.R. 2442, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HURD. Mr. Speaker, I urge my
colleagues once again to support H.R.
2442, and I yield back the balance of my
time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HURD)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2442, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY CLASSIFIED FACILITY
INVENTORY ACT

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2443) to require an inventory of
all facilities certified by the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to host in-
frastructure or systems classified
above the Secret level, and for other
purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2443

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Department
of Homeland Security Classified Facility In-
ventory Act’.

SEC. 2. INVENTORY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security shall, to the extent prac-
ticable—

(1) maintain an inventory of those Depart-
ment of Homeland Security facilities that
the Department certifies to house classified
infrastructure or systems at the secret level
and above;

(2) update such inventory on a regular
basis; and

(3) share part or all of such inventory
with—

(A) Department personnel who have been
granted the appropriate security clearance;

(B) non-Federal governmental personnel
who have been granted a Top Secret security
clearance; and

(C) other personnel as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary.

(b) INVENTORY.—The inventory of facilities
described in subsection (a) may include—

(1) the location of such facilities;

(2) the attributes of such facilities (includ-
ing the square footage of, the total capacity
of, the number of workstations in, and the
number of conference rooms in, such facili-
ties);

(3) the entities that operate such facilities;
and

(4) the date of establishment of such facili-
ties.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
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Pennsylvania (Mr. BARLETTA) and the
gentlewoman from New York (Miss
RICE) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Pennsylvania.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania?

There was no objection.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, today we are advancing
another bill to support the men and
women who answer the call to keep
their neighbors safe.

Yesterday we honored the first re-
sponders and countless other Ameri-
cans who were murdered in the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks. We will
never forget them, nor their great sac-
rifices of their families and loved ones.

I come from Pennsylvania, which has
a proud history of service, from the Na-
tional Guard to police, to fire houses,
to EMTs. Even one of our former Gov-
ernors, Tom Ridge, was a key player in
setting up the Department of Home-
land Security.

Today, we, in Congress, continue to
work to reduce the blind spots that led
to 9/11, and ensure our Nation’s newest
Department is able to get local law en-
forcement officers the resources that
they need to keep our communities
safe.

Having served as mayor of Hazleton,
Pennsylvania, I have long known that
it will be the police officer on the
streets of Hazleton, Shamokin or
Shippensburg, not some analyst in
Washington, who will recognize when a
member of our community has
radicalized or been recruited by a gang
or terrorist sect.

That is one of the reasons why I
worked with the committee to intro-
duce H.R. 2443, the Department of
Homeland Security Classified Facility
Inventory Act.

My bill strengthens information
sharing between local, State, and Fed-
eral law enforcement by requiring the
DHS to maintain an inventory of facili-
ties certified to store information clas-
sified above the secret level.

This is a follow-up to the Fusion Cen-
ter Enhancement Act of 2017, which I
first introduced last Congress and has
successfully passed the committee in
the House.

I come from a State with three fusion
centers: the Pennsylvania Criminal In-
telligence Center, known as PaCIC, in
Harrisburg; Delaware Valley Intel-
ligence Center in Philadelphia; and
Southwestern PA Region 13 Fusion
Center in Pittsburgh.

This bill is part of my efforts to
make the DHS share information with
its State and local partners.
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