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More and more, State and local offi-
cials are now getting the security
clearances they need to get important
national security information that will
help them; however, gaps remain.

This bill will ensure that DHS is
tracking the specific location of all the
Department’s secure facilities and
make this information available to the
appropriate State and local personnel
as well as Department employees.

To be honest, it is frustrating that
this legislation is even needed. Con-
gress and DHS share the same goal of
keeping our communities safe. We
must make it clear that information
needs to be shared to allow for proper
oversight both now and in the future.
Our State and local law enforcement
officials are professionals and leaders
of our communities. However, far too
often, I have heard complaints that
Federal officials do not take local in-
formation seriously simply because
someone has not been able to obtain a
certain security clearance. My legisla-
tion will help address this concern.

Specifically, this bill requires greater
transparency and information sharing
on the locations of all facilities cer-
tified by DHS to store classified infra-
structure or systems above the secret
level, commonly known as SCIFs. This
will give local law enforcement the
tools that they need to protect their
communities and our Nation as a
whole.

Additionally, by requiring DHS to
maintain an updated list of all of these
facilities, this bill will ensure that the
Department does not invest in new fa-
cilities in areas already covered, in
turn, reducing the chances of wasteful
spending.

I urge my colleagues to support this
measure, which passed the House once
already as part of the larger DHS au-
thorization bill in July. I hope that my
colleagues in the Senate will realize
the critical need for my bill and will
act quickly so President Trump can
sign it into law.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2443, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Classified Facility Inventory
Act of 2017.

This measure addresses a concern to
many of us in the counterterrorism
arena—the absence of a centralized in-
ventory of classified systems within
DHS.

DHS is the third largest Federal
agency and has a vast footprint, yet
DHS does not maintain a centralized
list of all the spaces around the coun-
try where individuals with clearances
can access classified information.

H.R. 2443 tackles this issue by requir-
ing DHS to maintain an inventory of
all DHS certified facilities that house
classified systems above the secret
level on a regular basis. It requires
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DHS to share part or all of the inven-
tory, in accordance with standard in-
formation-sharing procedures and poli-
cies. This legislation will enhance Con-
gress’ ability to assist DHS with pro-
tecting classified facilities.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my House col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2443 is an impor-
tant piece of legislation. It has strong
support on both sides of the aisle.

Extensive efforts have been made to
enhance information sharing, establish
the DHS intelligence enterprise, and
support the National Network of Fu-
sion Centers. It is important that DHS’
partners at all levels know where to go
to access classified information, par-
ticularly when a terrorist or other na-
tional security incident occurs.

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support H.R. 2443, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, I once
again urge my colleagues to support
H.R. 2443, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
BARLETTA) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2443, as
amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——————

TERRORIST RELEASE ANNOUNCE-
MENTS TO COUNTER EXTREMIST
RECIDIVISM ACT

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I move to
suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 2471) to direct the Secretary of
Homeland Security to share with
State, local, and regional fusion cen-
ters release information from a Federal
correctional facility, including name,
charging date, and expected place and
date of release, of certain individuals
who may pose a terrorist threat, and
for other purposes, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2471

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Terrorist
Release Announcements to Counter Extrem-
ist Recidivism Act” or the “TRACER Act”.
SEC. 2. TERROR INMATE INFORMATION SHARING.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Home-
land Security, in coordination with the At-
torney General and in consultation with
other appropriate Federal officials, shall, as
appropriate, share with State, local, and re-
gional fusion centers through the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security Fusion Center
Partnership Initiative under section 210A of
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C.
124h), as well as other relevant law enforce-
ment entities, release information from a
Federal correctional facility, including the
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name, charging date, and expected place and
date of release, of certain individuals who
may pose a terrorist threat.

(b) SCOPE.—The information shared pursu-
ant to subsection (a) shall be—

(1) for homeland security purposes; and

(2) regarding individuals convicted of a
Federal crime of terrorism (as such term is
defined in section 2332b of title 18, United
States Code).

(c) PERIODIC THREAT ASSESSMENTS.—Con-
sistent with the protection of classified in-
formation and controlled unclassified infor-
mation, the Secretary of Homeland Security
shall coordinate with appropriate Federal of-
ficials to provide State, local, and regional
fusion centers described in subsection (a)
with periodic assessments regarding the
overall threat from known or suspected ter-
rorists currently incarcerated in a Federal
correctional facility, including the assessed
risks of such populations engaging in ter-
rorist activity upon release.

(d) PRIVACY PROTECTION.—Prior to affect-
ing the information sharing described in sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall receive input
and advice from the Officer for Civil Rights
and Civil Liberties, the Officer for Privacy,
and the Chief Intelligence Officer of the De-
partment of Homeland Security.

(e) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this section may be construed as requiring
the establishment of a list or registry of in-
dividuals convicted of terrorism.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. McCAUL) and the gentle-
woman from New York (Miss RICE)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
bill under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas?

There was no objection.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the victims of the 9/11 attacks and to
voice my support for the TRACER Act.

Mr. Speaker, 16 years ago, 19 cow-
ardly terrorists hijacked four airplanes
and used them as missiles to kill 3,000
innocent people. The souls that were
lost belonged to moms and dads, broth-
ers and sisters, sons and daughters.

It was a day that we will never for-
get. BEach year, as we look back, we all
remember something different about
that morning. There are those who re-
member getting a phone call and lis-
tening to a frantic voice on the other
end. Some remember running into the
streets as the Twin Towers fell and
feared for their lives. Others saw the
Pentagon in flames and wondered who
did this and why.

There are many other images and
thoughts that are seared into our
minds. However, we can also remember
the heroism of our first responders, the
brave firefighters and police officers
who raced to the scene and charged up
the stairs of the World Trade Center to
save their fellow countrymen.
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We can picture strangers helping
strangers navigate through the dust
and debris in downtown New York, and
we can be grateful for the courageous
passengers on United Airlines Flight 93
who saved an untold number of lives
and perhaps this very building that we
stand in here today.

Yesterday morning, I stood at
Ground Zero in New York and listened
to each of the victims’ names that were
read. I remembered a nation that came
together and stood by one another as
we recovered from this heinous attack.

September 11 showed the entire world
that terrorists could knock our build-
ings down, but they could not dent the
American spirit. In the aftermath, we
pledged to work with one another and
prevent such a tragedy from ever hap-
pening again.

Today, we are still engaged in a gen-
erational fight to defeat Islamist ter-
rorism, but I believe we will eventually
win that fight as long as we pursue
policies that will make it easier to pro-
tect our homeland and the American
people.

One of the lessons we learned from
9/11 was the need to strengthen infor-
mation sharing among Federal, State,
and local authorities, and while we
have taken steps to address this in the
past, we need to do more.

This act, the TRACER Act, intro-
duced by Congressman RUTHERFORD,
would require the Department of
Homeland Security to share with local
and regional fusion centers important
information regarding potential risks
posed by individuals who were pre-
viously convicted on charges related to
terrorism. More specifically, it would
allow DHS to share the expected place
and date of release of these incarcer-
ated terrorists.

Providing law enforcement officials
with this information will allow them
to minimize potential risks to their
communities by countering extremist
recidivism. This legislation is an op-
portunity to strengthen coordination
between all levels of law enforcement
and help keep Americans safe.

Again, I would like to thank Con-
gressman RUTHERFORD for all of his
hard work on this legislation, and I
hope that his constituents and the en-
tire State of Florida make a strong re-
covery in the aftermath of Hurricane
Irma.

As someone who has personally
toured devastated communities back
home in my home State of Texas as a
result of Hurricane Harvey, it is clear
that there are still many long days
ahead. However, we can be very thank-
ful for the men and women at DHS, in-
cluding FEMA and the United States
Coast Guard, as well as thousands of
local first responders and volunteers
who have been called to action.

The American people deserve to
know that all levels of government are
working together to keep our home-
land safe. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bipartisan bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.
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Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker,
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2471, the Terrorist Release Announce-
ments to Counter Extremist Recidi-
vism Act, or TRACER Act.

Mr. Speaker, today we consider H.R.
2471, a narrowly tailored bill that seeks
to ensure that certain local authorities
are notified when convicted terrorists
who have completed their prison terms
are expected to be released into their
communities.

This legislation was drafted in re-
sponse to testimony received by our
committee about the need for such in-
formation to be shared for situational
awareness. The bill requires DHS, in
coordination with appropriate Federal
partners, as well as State and local law
enforcement, to conduct periodic
threat assessments regarding the over-
all threat from known or suspected ter-
rorists currently incarcerated in a Fed-
eral correctional facility.

It is our hope that those who were
convicted of providing materiel sup-
port to foreign terrorist organizations
or taking other actions in support of
ISIL or an al-Qaida affiliate have
turned away from their terrorist past.
However, in an age where lone-wolf ter-
rorist attacks are more common, it
just makes sense to let local law en-
forcement know when a former ter-
rorist is returning to the community
they are entrusted to safeguard.

I support this bill that seeks to im-
prove situational awareness at all lev-
els of law enforcement to potential ter-
rorist threats. I urge passage of H.R.
2471.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2471 will further
enhance the ability of law enforce-
ment, particularly those participating
in the National Network of Fusion Cen-
ters, to monitor potential terrorist
threats and take action to prevent at-
tacks.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. McCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I, once again, urge my
colleagues to support this important
legislation. It is bipartisan, ensures
that State and local law enforcement
have greater access to Federal counter-
terrorism information and, most im-
portantly, neighborhoods; when terror-
ists are released back into the commu-
nities, they at least know who they
have in their neighborhoods.

I also want to applaud Congressman
RUTHERFORD, who cannot be here today
because of Hurricane Irma. My
thoughts and prayers are with the
State of Florida as they continue to re-
spond and recover from that dev-
astating hurricane.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
McCAuL) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, HR. 2471, as
amended.
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The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

FIREFIGHTER CANCER REGISTRY
ACT OF 2017

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 931) to require the Secretary of
Health and Human Services to develop
a voluntary registry to collect data on
cancer incidence among firefighters, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 931

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Firefighter
Cancer Registry Act of 2017”°.

SEC. 2. POPULATION-BASED REGISTRY FOR FIRE-
FIGHTER CANCER INCIDENCE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health
and Human Services, acting through the Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention, shall develop and maintain, di-
rectly or through a grant or cooperative
agreement, a voluntary registry of fire-
fighters (referred to in this section as the
“Firefighter Registry’’) to collect relevant
history and occupational information of such
firefighters that can be linked to available
cancer registry data collected by existing
State cancer registries.

(b) USE OF FIREFIGHTER REGISTRY.—The
Firefighter Registry shall be used for the fol-
lowing purposes:

(1) To establish and improve collection in-
frastructure and activities related to the na-
tionwide monitoring of the incidence of can-
cer among firefighters.

(2) To collect, consolidate, store, and make
publicly available epidemiological informa-
tion related to cancer incidence and trends
among firefighters.

(c) RELEVANT DATA.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the vol-
untary data collection for purposes of inclu-
sion under the Firefighter Registry, the Sec-
retary should seek to include the following
information:

(A) Identifiable information from a rep-
resentative sample size, as determined by
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2)(A), of
volunteer, paid-on-call, and career fire-
fighters, independent of cancer status or di-
agnosis.

(B) With respect to individual risk factors
and work history of firefighters, available in-
formation on—

(i) basic demographic information, includ-
ing the age of the firefighter involved;

(ii) a listing of status of the firefighter as
either volunteer, paid-on-call, or career fire-
fighter;

(iii) the number of years on the job and a
detailing of additional employment experi-
ence that was either performed concurrently
alongside firefighting service, before, or any-
time thereafter;

(iv)(I) a measure of the number of fire inci-
dents attended as well as the type of fire in-
cidents (such as residential house fire or
commercial fire); or

(IT) in the case of a firefighter for whom in-
formation on such number and type is not
available, an estimate of such number and
type based on the method developed under
subsection (d)(2);
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