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We can picture strangers helping 

strangers navigate through the dust 
and debris in downtown New York, and 
we can be grateful for the courageous 
passengers on United Airlines Flight 93 
who saved an untold number of lives 
and perhaps this very building that we 
stand in here today. 

Yesterday morning, I stood at 
Ground Zero in New York and listened 
to each of the victims’ names that were 
read. I remembered a nation that came 
together and stood by one another as 
we recovered from this heinous attack. 

September 11 showed the entire world 
that terrorists could knock our build-
ings down, but they could not dent the 
American spirit. In the aftermath, we 
pledged to work with one another and 
prevent such a tragedy from ever hap-
pening again. 

Today, we are still engaged in a gen-
erational fight to defeat Islamist ter-
rorism, but I believe we will eventually 
win that fight as long as we pursue 
policies that will make it easier to pro-
tect our homeland and the American 
people. 

One of the lessons we learned from 
9/11 was the need to strengthen infor-
mation sharing among Federal, State, 
and local authorities, and while we 
have taken steps to address this in the 
past, we need to do more. 

This act, the TRACER Act, intro-
duced by Congressman RUTHERFORD, 
would require the Department of 
Homeland Security to share with local 
and regional fusion centers important 
information regarding potential risks 
posed by individuals who were pre-
viously convicted on charges related to 
terrorism. More specifically, it would 
allow DHS to share the expected place 
and date of release of these incarcer-
ated terrorists. 

Providing law enforcement officials 
with this information will allow them 
to minimize potential risks to their 
communities by countering extremist 
recidivism. This legislation is an op-
portunity to strengthen coordination 
between all levels of law enforcement 
and help keep Americans safe. 

Again, I would like to thank Con-
gressman RUTHERFORD for all of his 
hard work on this legislation, and I 
hope that his constituents and the en-
tire State of Florida make a strong re-
covery in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Irma. 

As someone who has personally 
toured devastated communities back 
home in my home State of Texas as a 
result of Hurricane Harvey, it is clear 
that there are still many long days 
ahead. However, we can be very thank-
ful for the men and women at DHS, in-
cluding FEMA and the United States 
Coast Guard, as well as thousands of 
local first responders and volunteers 
who have been called to action. 

The American people deserve to 
know that all levels of government are 
working together to keep our home-
land safe. I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this bipartisan bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, 
I yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2471, the Terrorist Release Announce-
ments to Counter Extremist Recidi-
vism Act, or TRACER Act. 

Mr. Speaker, today we consider H.R. 
2471, a narrowly tailored bill that seeks 
to ensure that certain local authorities 
are notified when convicted terrorists 
who have completed their prison terms 
are expected to be released into their 
communities. 

This legislation was drafted in re-
sponse to testimony received by our 
committee about the need for such in-
formation to be shared for situational 
awareness. The bill requires DHS, in 
coordination with appropriate Federal 
partners, as well as State and local law 
enforcement, to conduct periodic 
threat assessments regarding the over-
all threat from known or suspected ter-
rorists currently incarcerated in a Fed-
eral correctional facility. 

It is our hope that those who were 
convicted of providing materiel sup-
port to foreign terrorist organizations 
or taking other actions in support of 
ISIL or an al-Qaida affiliate have 
turned away from their terrorist past. 
However, in an age where lone-wolf ter-
rorist attacks are more common, it 
just makes sense to let local law en-
forcement know when a former ter-
rorist is returning to the community 
they are entrusted to safeguard. 

I support this bill that seeks to im-
prove situational awareness at all lev-
els of law enforcement to potential ter-
rorist threats. I urge passage of H.R. 
2471. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2471 will further 
enhance the ability of law enforce-
ment, particularly those participating 
in the National Network of Fusion Cen-
ters, to monitor potential terrorist 
threats and take action to prevent at-
tacks. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MCCAUL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I, once again, urge my 
colleagues to support this important 
legislation. It is bipartisan, ensures 
that State and local law enforcement 
have greater access to Federal counter-
terrorism information and, most im-
portantly, neighborhoods; when terror-
ists are released back into the commu-
nities, they at least know who they 
have in their neighborhoods. 

I also want to applaud Congressman 
RUTHERFORD, who cannot be here today 
because of Hurricane Irma. My 
thoughts and prayers are with the 
State of Florida as they continue to re-
spond and recover from that dev-
astating hurricane. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
MCCAUL) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2471, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

FIREFIGHTER CANCER REGISTRY 
ACT OF 2017 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 931) to require the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services to develop 
a voluntary registry to collect data on 
cancer incidence among firefighters, as 
amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 931 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Firefighter 
Cancer Registry Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. POPULATION-BASED REGISTRY FOR FIRE-

FIGHTER CANCER INCIDENCE. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Health 

and Human Services, acting through the Di-
rector of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, shall develop and maintain, di-
rectly or through a grant or cooperative 
agreement, a voluntary registry of fire-
fighters (referred to in this section as the 
‘‘Firefighter Registry’’) to collect relevant 
history and occupational information of such 
firefighters that can be linked to available 
cancer registry data collected by existing 
State cancer registries. 

(b) USE OF FIREFIGHTER REGISTRY.—The 
Firefighter Registry shall be used for the fol-
lowing purposes: 

(1) To establish and improve collection in-
frastructure and activities related to the na-
tionwide monitoring of the incidence of can-
cer among firefighters. 

(2) To collect, consolidate, store, and make 
publicly available epidemiological informa-
tion related to cancer incidence and trends 
among firefighters. 

(c) RELEVANT DATA.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the vol-

untary data collection for purposes of inclu-
sion under the Firefighter Registry, the Sec-
retary should seek to include the following 
information: 

(A) Identifiable information from a rep-
resentative sample size, as determined by 
the Secretary under subsection (d)(2)(A), of 
volunteer, paid-on-call, and career fire-
fighters, independent of cancer status or di-
agnosis. 

(B) With respect to individual risk factors 
and work history of firefighters, available in-
formation on— 

(i) basic demographic information, includ-
ing the age of the firefighter involved; 

(ii) a listing of status of the firefighter as 
either volunteer, paid-on-call, or career fire-
fighter; 

(iii) the number of years on the job and a 
detailing of additional employment experi-
ence that was either performed concurrently 
alongside firefighting service, before, or any-
time thereafter; 

(iv)(I) a measure of the number of fire inci-
dents attended as well as the type of fire in-
cidents (such as residential house fire or 
commercial fire); or 

(II) in the case of a firefighter for whom in-
formation on such number and type is not 
available, an estimate of such number and 
type based on the method developed under 
subsection (d)(2); 
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(v) a list of additional risk factors, includ-

ing smoking or drug use, as determined rel-
evant by the Secretary; and 

(vi) other physical examination and med-
ical history information relevant to a cancer 
incidence study or general health of fire-
fighters not available in existing cancer reg-
istries. 

(C) Any additional information that is 
deemed necessary by the Secretary. 

(2) DIAGNOSES AND TREATMENT.—In car-
rying out the data collection for purposes of 
inclusion under the Firefighter Registry, 
with respect to diagnoses and treatment of 
firefighters diagnosed with cancer, the Sec-
retary shall enable the Firefighter Registry 
to link to State-based cancer registries, for a 
purpose described by clause (vi) or (vii) of 
section 399B(c)(2)(D) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 280e(c)(2)(D)), to ob-
tain information on— 

(A) administrative information, including 
date of diagnoses and source of information; 
and 

(B) pathological data characterizing the 
cancer, including cancer site, state of disease 
(pursuant to Staging Guide), incidence, and 
type of treatment. 

(d) METHODS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes de-

scribed in subsection (b), the Secretary is au-
thorized to incorporate questions into public 
health surveys, questionnaires, and other 
databases. 

(2) REQUIRED STRATEGY.—The Secretary 
shall develop a strategy, working in con-
sultation with the stakeholders identified in 
subsection (e), to maximize participation in 
the Firefighter Registry established under 
this Act. At minimum, the strategy shall in-
clude the following: 

(A) Identified minimum participation tar-
gets for volunteer, paid-on-call, and career 
firefighters. 

(B) A strategy for increasing awareness of 
the Firefighter Registry and maximizing 
participation among volunteer, paid-on-call, 
and career firefighters to meet minimum 
participation targets. 

(C) Additional steps that may be required 
to ensure the equitable representation of 
groups identified in paragraph (5). 

(D) Information on how the Secretary will 
store data described in subsection (c)(1) and 
provide links to relevant health information 
described in subsection (c)(2). 

(E) Working in consultation with the ex-
perts described in subsection (e), a reliable 
and standardized method for estimating the 
number of fire incidents attended by a fire-
fighter as well as the type of fire incident so 
attended in the case such firefighter is un-
able to provide such information. 

(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary 
shall submit the strategy described in para-
graph (2) to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate not later 
than 30 days after the date of the completion 
of the strategy. 

(4) GUIDANCE FOR INCLUSION AND MAINTE-
NANCE OF DATA ON FIREFIGHTERS.—The Sec-
retary shall develop, in consultation with 
the stakeholders identified in subsection (e), 
State health agencies, State departments of 
homeland security, and volunteer, paid-on- 
call, combination, and career firefighting 
agencies, a strategy for inclusion of fire-
fighters in the registry that are representa-
tive of the general population of firefighters, 
that outlines the following: 

(A) How new information about firefighters 
will be submitted to the Firefighter Registry 
for inclusion. 

(B) How information about firefighters will 
be maintained and updated in the Firefighter 
Registry over time. 

(C) A method for estimating the number of 
fire incidents attended by a firefighter as 
well as the type of fire incident so attended 
in the case such firefighter is unable to pro-
vide such information. 

(D) Further information, as deemed nec-
essary by the Secretary. 

(5) ENSURING REPRESENTATION OF UNDER-
REPRESENTED GROUPS IN REGISTRY.—In car-
rying out this section, the Secretary shall 
take such measures as the Secretary deems 
appropriate to encourage the inclusion of 
data on minority, female, and volunteer fire-
fighters in the Firefighter Registry estab-
lished under this section. 

(e) CONSULTATION.—The Secretary shall, on 
a regular basis, seek feedback regarding the 
utility of the Firefighter Registry estab-
lished under this section and ways the Fire-
fighter Registry can be improved from non- 
Federal experts in the following areas: 

(1) Public health experts with experience 
in developing and maintaining cancer reg-
istries. 

(2) Epidemiologists with experience in 
studying cancer incidence. 

(3) Clinicians with experience in diag-
nosing and treating cancer incidence. 

(4) Active and retired volunteer, paid-on- 
call, and career firefighters as well as rel-
evant national fire and emergency response 
organizations. 

(f) RESEARCH AVAILABILITY.—The Sec-
retary shall develop and make public a proc-
ess for de-identifying data from the Fire-
fighter Registry and making such data avail-
able without a fee for research or other pur-
poses. Such process shall provide that such 
data shall be made available for such re-
search purposes only if there is an agreement 
to make findings, journal articles, or other 
print or web-based publications derived from 
such research public or available to the rel-
evant stakeholders identified in subsection 
(e). 

(g) PRIVACY.—In carrying out this Act, the 
Secretary shall apply to the Firefighter Reg-
istry developed under subsection (a) data se-
curity provisions and privacy standards that 
comply with the best practices of the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention and 
provide for data privacy and security stand-
ards similar to those in the HIPAA privacy 
regulation, as defined in section 1180(b)(3) of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320d– 
9(b)(3)). 

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF FUNDS.—To carry 
out this section, there are authorized to be 
appropriated $2,000,000 for each of the fiscal 
years 2018 through 2022. 
SEC. 3. CUT-GO COMPLIANCE. 

Subsection (f) of section 319D of the Public 
Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 247d–4) is 
amended by striking ‘‘through 2018’’ and in-
serting ‘‘through 2017, and $128,300,000 for fis-
cal year 2018’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Or-
egon (Mr. WALDEN) and the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. GENE GREEN) each will 
control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oregon. 

b 1330 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
sert extraneous material into the 
RECORD on the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oregon? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 931, the Firefighter Cancer Reg-

istry Act of 2017, introduced by my 
friend and colleague on the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, Representative 
CHRIS COLLINS from New York, who we 
will hear from shortly, will create a na-
tional registry to collect information 
to better understand cancer incidence 
in firefighters. 

These heroic first responders experi-
ence occupational health risks every 
day. In my district, it is oftentimes 
from forest fires, like we are having all 
summer long. This past weekend I saw 
firsthand what our firefighters face as 
they battle a number of fires raging in 
Oregon, putting themselves in harm’s 
way to save property, infrastructure, 
lives, watersheds, habitats, and our for-
ests. 

I was deeply reminded yesterday 
morning, as I watched some of the 
news coverage that took us back 16 
years ago to 9/11, and seeing the scenes 
of the buildings collapsing and burning 
and the people emerging, individual 
citizens, first responders, caked in dust 
and toxins and dealing with smoke, 
you realize just the peril that our first 
responders often find themselves in. 
They rush into buildings to save lives, 
and we deeply appreciate what they do. 
That is why this legislation is an im-
portant step to help them. 

Nationwide, we have this problem 
with our firefighters. They came to us 
and said: We need this registry. 

Again, going back to the West and 
what we face, and I saw it when I flew 
across the country to come here, not 
only are there fires and smoke 
throughout Oregon, but also all across 
the West: Colorado, Montana, Wyo-
ming, hill and valley choked with 
smoke. 

Close to 8 million acres burned in 
wildfires so far this year; more than 
half a million in Oregon on both public 
and mostly private lands. Thousands of 
residents have had to be evacuated. 
Firefighters, of course, stayed behind. 
They do what they do. 

Multiple studies have shown a cor-
relation between firefighting and can-
cer. However, the reasons behind this 
are not fully understood. We owe it to 
these first responders to understand 
the causal link to cancer. Having bet-
ter data to identify why firefighters 
are at an increased risk for some can-
cers will hopefully lead to better pro-
tective measures and ultimately re-
duce some of the hazards that they face 
when putting their lives on the line. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague 
from New York (Mr. COLLINS) for his 
good work on this measure, and I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
931, the Firefighter Cancer Registry 
Act of 2017. Yesterday we recognized 
the sixteenth anniversary of the Sep-
tember 11 terror attacks. The tragic 
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events on that day exhibited the her-
oism our firefighters and other first re-
sponders display as they run toward 
disaster while everyone else runs away. 

The long-term health consequences 
on September 11, including several 
forms of cancer and chronic respiratory 
conditions among first responders, also 
serve as a reminder of the unique 
health risks firefighters face. As fire-
fighters run into burning buildings and 
other environments, they often do not 
know whether carcinogens or haz-
ardous materials are present. Such ex-
posures have resulted in cancer becom-
ing the leading cause of line of duty 
death among firefighters. My grand-
father was a captain in the Houston 
Fire Department and died of cancer. 

We still do not fully understand the 
relationship between firefighters and 
cancer risk. That is why a more com-
prehensive approach is needed to un-
derstand this relationship. H.R. 931, the 
Firefighter Cancer Registry Act, will 
create a voluntary cancer registry of 
firefighters to collect data on their 
cancer risks and outcomes related to 
their job exposures. This registry will 
inform research into the health risks 
facing firefighters, as well as ways to 
mitigate such risks. That evidence will 
allow us to implement new practices 
and develop new tools to protect the 
health of individuals who courageously 
put their lives at risk to protect the 
public. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation, and I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. COLLINS), the author of this 
very important legislation and an im-
portant member of our committee. 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, I come before you in support 
of my bill, H.R. 931, the Firefighter 
Cancer Registry Act. 

Sixteen years ago yesterday, on Sep-
tember 11, 2001, we witnessed a horrible 
tragedy that will leave an impression 
on generations of Americans forever. 
Through this tragedy, we witnessed the 
heroic actions of America’s brave first 
responders working and volunteering 
in the days and weeks that followed. 

We lost many first responders during 
those attacks of 9/11, and we continue 
to lose more every year from ongoing 
health effects. 

All firefighters across our Nation 
sacrifice their health every day to face 
the dangers of smoke inhalation and 
toxic chemicals. These dangers cannot 
be entirely avoided, which is why this 
bill, H.R. 931, is so important. This bi-
partisan legislation takes an important 
first step towards addressing the detri-
mental health impacts faced by our Na-
tion’s firefighters. 

The career of firefighting is a dan-
gerous one. There are nearly 1.2 million 
men and women serving as firefighters 
in the United States. With every single 
fire they fight, these heroes take their 
lives into their own hands. Firefighters 
bravely risk their safety to protect our 

families, our homes, and our commu-
nities. 

Unfortunately, the risks of fire-
fighting surpass the scene of the fire. 
These men and women are exposed to 
dangerous smoke and chemicals that 
often result in a lifetime of health 
trouble. We see firefighters all across 
the United States with higher rates of 
cancer than the general population, 
and it is vital that we learn more about 
this correlation. 

That is why I, along with my col-
league, Representative BILL PASCRELL, 
introduced the Firefighter Cancer Reg-
istry Act. This bill will require the 
CDC to establish a registry to track 
cancer incidence in the firefighting 
community. This comprehensive reg-
istry will work with fire departments 
across our Nation to include the impor-
tant variables of a firefighter’s career, 
including years of service, number of 
fires attended, and the types of fires at-
tended. This information is essential to 
the development of future protocols, 
safeguards, and the development of 
equipment that will better protect 
these men and women. 

Firefighters put their lives at risk 
every day, and Congress should do all 
it can to shed light and reduce the 
health hazards they face. I would like 
to commend Chairman WALDEN and 
Ranking Member PALLONE of the full 
committee, and Chairman BURGESS and 
Ranking Member GREEN of the Health 
Subcommittee for a bipartisan showing 
of support during both markups of this 
legislation. I cannot think of a more 
relevant week to bring this legislation 
to the House floor. I urge the rest of 
my colleagues to support the Fire-
fighter Cancer Registry Act, as we 
honor tragic losses of September 11. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield as much time as he 
may consume to the gentleman from 
New Jersey (Mr. PASCRELL), a cospon-
sor of the bill. 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H.R. 931, the 
Firefighter Cancer Registry Act. I 
want to thank my partner, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. COLLINS), 
for introducing this bill. I thank as 
well Chairman WALDEN, Ranking Mem-
ber PALLONE, Dr. BURGESS, and Mr. 
GREEN for helping to shepherd our bill 
through the Energy and Commerce 
Committee and onto the floor day. 

As co-chair of the Congressional Fire 
Services Caucus and lead Democratic 
sponsor of this bill, I am proud to stand 
up for the brave men and women of our 
fire service. It is these individuals who 
put their lives on the line day in and 
day out to keep our communities safe. 

In addition to ensuring that our first 
responders are prepared in advance of 
disasters and other emergencies, we 
must also ensure that they receive the 
necessary medical care and services 
after answering the call of duty. 

When the courageous men and 
women in the fire services enter dan-
gerous situations, they do not stop to 
ask whether they are subjecting them-
selves to long-term health risks. 

Yesterday, across this Nation, we 
honored the first responders that an-
swered the call of duty after the terror-
ists attacked us on September 11. Many 
of those brave men and women gave 
their lives, and many more are living 
with long-term health problems stem-
ming from the time they spent at toxic 
Ground Zero. 

As evidenced on that day, many be-
fore and since, our first responders do 
whatever is necessary to keep our com-
munities safe. That is why we must 
have their backs. 

While we know that firefighters are 
routinely exposed to a variety of 
known carcinogens in chaotic and un-
controlled environments, we do not 
have a good sense of the full picture of 
the negative impacts of the exposure. 

According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, and the Na-
tional Institute for Occupational Safe-
ty and Health, firefighters are at high-
er risk for certain kinds of cancer, in-
cluding brain cancer, leukemia, lung 
cancer, and kidney cancer, when com-
pared with the general population. 

Despite the knowledge we have 
gained through these studies, many 
have been limited by small sample 
sizes and an underrepresentation of 
key demographic groups. 

The first step to finding solutions is 
understanding the nature of the prob-
lem. Further public health research on 
this topic is needed so we can start 
working to find ways to alleviate this 
risk. 

I am pleased that H.R. 931 is on the 
floor today. It would create a national 
cancer registry for firefighters diag-
nosed with this deadly disease. The cre-
ation of a specialized firefighter cancer 
registry will provide scientists and 
medical professionals with the detailed 
national data that will allow them to 
study the relationships between fire-
fighters’ exposure to dangerous fumes 
and harmful toxins and the increased 
risk for several major cancers. In the 
future, this information could also 
allow for better protective equipment 
and prevention techniques to be devel-
oped. 

This bill enjoys strong support from 
major fire organizations across our Na-
tion, including the International Asso-
ciation of Firefighters, the Congres-
sional Fire Services Institute, the Na-
tional Volunteer Fire Council, the 
International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, the National Fallen Fire-
fighters Foundation, the New Jersey 
State Firefighters’ Mutual Benevolent 
Association, and the International Fire 
Service Training Association. 

Taking care of the brave men and 
women of the fire service is an impor-
tant task. We cannot delay in getting 
them the help they need. Mr. Speaker, 
I urge my colleagues in the House to 
pass this bill swiftly so we can work on 
getting it through the Senate and onto 
the President’s desk. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. BURGESS), the chairman of the 
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Subcommittee on Health, the gen-
tleman who helped move this legisla-
tion forward, and leads our committee 
on matters of health. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 931, the Firefighter 
Cancer Registry Act. 

In 2015, a 5-year study of nearly 30,000 
firefighters found that these individ-
uals had a greater number of cancer di-
agnoses and cancer-related deaths than 
matched controls in the general popu-
lation. 

While this built upon prior studies 
that have examined the link between 
firefighting and cancer, our under-
standing of this connection is still lim-
ited. To improve our ability to allevi-
ate the health risks that these public 
servants face, Representatives COLLINS 
and PASCRELL introduced H.R. 931. This 
will authorize funding for the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to 
create a national registry for the col-
lection of data pertaining to cancer in-
cidence among firefighters. 

This national registry will fill the 
void in our understanding of the health 
risks that our firefighters face and bet-
ter prepare us to care for them. 

Yesterday did mark the 16th anniver-
sary of the September 11 attacks. We 
are reminded of the firefighters’ will-
ingness to run toward danger to help 
anyone who is in harm’s way. Across 
our country, firefighters answer the 
call whenever our families or our com-
munities are in need. Supporting these 
important public health bills is one 
way we can give back to these heroes, 
and I urge all Members to join me in 
supporting H.R. 931. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. LANCE), another very im-
portant member of our Energy and 
Commerce Committee, who I know had 
many constituents horribly affected by 
the tragic events of 9/11. 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in very strong support of the 
Firefighter Cancer Registry Act spon-
sored by my close friends, Congressman 
COLLINS and Congressman PASCRELL. 

Congressman COLLINS has been in-
volved in this issue for many years, in-
cluding as an Erie County executive in 
western New York. Congressman PAS-
CRELL has spent his entire public ca-
reer in defense of firefighters as mayor 
of Paterson, as a member of the State 
legislature, and for more than two dec-
ades as a Member of Congress. 
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This bill will direct the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to col-
lect data on cancer incidence among 
firefighters. We need this data to help 
save the lives of the brave heroes who 
put their lives on the line every day. 

The CDC will compile critical infor-
mation like risk factors and the dan-
gers to which firefighters are exposed. 
This information collected on a vol-

untary basis will help develop better 
protective equipment and prevention 
techniques that can be disseminated 
across the country. 

It is fitting that we consider this leg-
islation this week as our Nation 
mourns the somber anniversary of the 
September 11 attacks. This country 
can never forget the images of fire-
fighters, police, EMS, and other first 
responders initiating rescues and put-
ting themselves in grave danger, both 
during and after the attacks. 

Many lives were lost that day and, in 
the years that have followed, from the 
rescue and recovery work. Let’s do all 
we can to make sure this information 
and best practices are shared so that 
we can protect as many lives as pos-
sible. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. FASO), who also had con-
stituents who were very affected by the 
events of 9/11. 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the chairman’s yielding of time. 

As we take this week to somberly re-
member those who lost their lives on 
September 11, 2001, it is equally impor-
tant that we remember the first re-
sponders who bravely ran towards the 
tragedy of 16 years ago, who woke up 
the next day, on September 12, 2001, 
still beaten, tired, and bruised but, 
again, walked towards those tragedies. 
Still, today, these first responders he-
roically risk life and limb to run to-
ward tragedies. 

As Americans, we owe our first re-
sponders a great debt. For this reason, 
I ask my colleagues to support Mr. 
COLLINS’ bill, H.R. 931, the Firefighter 
Cancer Registry Act, which makes im-
portant first steps in lifesaving cancer 
research and future medical advance-
ments for firefighters, who have dis-
proportionately higher cancer risks. 

I would like to thank all of our first 
responders and urge passage of this im-
portant legislation, and I thank the bi-
partisan cosponsors of this legislation 
as well. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, we have no more speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, we all 
join in thanking our first responders. 
This is the least of the things we can 
do to show how much we care about 
our firefighters, and I would encourage 
our colleagues in the House to support 
this very important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 931, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 
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LITTLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE BOUNDARY MODIFICATION 
ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2611) to modify the boundary 
of the Little Rock Central High School 
National Historic Site, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2611 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Little Rock 
Central High School National Historic Site 
Boundary Modification Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LITTLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL NA-

TIONAL HISTORIC SITE BOUNDARY 
MODIFICATION. 

Section 2 of Public Law 105–356 (112 Stat. 
3268) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (b), (c), 
(d), and (e) as subsections (c), (d), (e), and (f), 
respectively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.—The bound-
ary of the historic site is modified to include 
the 7 residences on South Park Street in Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas, consisting of 1.47 acres, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Central High School National Historic Site 
Proposed Boundary’, numbered 037/80,001, and 
dated August, 2004.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (1))— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘(1) The 
Secretary’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘(2) The 

Secretary’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘(3) COORDINATION.—The Secretary’’; and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(2) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS FOR THE 

PRESERVATION AND INTERPRETATION OF CER-
TAIN PROPERTIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
enter into cooperative agreements with the 
owners of the 7 residences referred to in sub-
section (b) pursuant to which the Secretary 
may use appropriated funds to mark, inter-
pret, improve, restore, and provide technical 
assistance with respect to the preservation 
and interpretation of the properties. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—An agreement entered 
into under subparagraph (A) shall include a 
provision specifying that no changes or al-
terations shall be made to the exterior of the 
properties subject to the agreement, except 
by the mutual agreement of the parties to 
the agreement.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. HANABUSA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
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