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Subcommittee on Health, the gen-
tleman who helped move this legisla-
tion forward, and leads our committee 
on matters of health. 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 931, the Firefighter 
Cancer Registry Act. 

In 2015, a 5-year study of nearly 30,000 
firefighters found that these individ-
uals had a greater number of cancer di-
agnoses and cancer-related deaths than 
matched controls in the general popu-
lation. 

While this built upon prior studies 
that have examined the link between 
firefighting and cancer, our under-
standing of this connection is still lim-
ited. To improve our ability to allevi-
ate the health risks that these public 
servants face, Representatives COLLINS 
and PASCRELL introduced H.R. 931. This 
will authorize funding for the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention to 
create a national registry for the col-
lection of data pertaining to cancer in-
cidence among firefighters. 

This national registry will fill the 
void in our understanding of the health 
risks that our firefighters face and bet-
ter prepare us to care for them. 

Yesterday did mark the 16th anniver-
sary of the September 11 attacks. We 
are reminded of the firefighters’ will-
ingness to run toward danger to help 
anyone who is in harm’s way. Across 
our country, firefighters answer the 
call whenever our families or our com-
munities are in need. Supporting these 
important public health bills is one 
way we can give back to these heroes, 
and I urge all Members to join me in 
supporting H.R. 931. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. LANCE), another very im-
portant member of our Energy and 
Commerce Committee, who I know had 
many constituents horribly affected by 
the tragic events of 9/11. 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in very strong support of the 
Firefighter Cancer Registry Act spon-
sored by my close friends, Congressman 
COLLINS and Congressman PASCRELL. 

Congressman COLLINS has been in-
volved in this issue for many years, in-
cluding as an Erie County executive in 
western New York. Congressman PAS-
CRELL has spent his entire public ca-
reer in defense of firefighters as mayor 
of Paterson, as a member of the State 
legislature, and for more than two dec-
ades as a Member of Congress. 
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This bill will direct the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention to col-
lect data on cancer incidence among 
firefighters. We need this data to help 
save the lives of the brave heroes who 
put their lives on the line every day. 

The CDC will compile critical infor-
mation like risk factors and the dan-
gers to which firefighters are exposed. 
This information collected on a vol-

untary basis will help develop better 
protective equipment and prevention 
techniques that can be disseminated 
across the country. 

It is fitting that we consider this leg-
islation this week as our Nation 
mourns the somber anniversary of the 
September 11 attacks. This country 
can never forget the images of fire-
fighters, police, EMS, and other first 
responders initiating rescues and put-
ting themselves in grave danger, both 
during and after the attacks. 

Many lives were lost that day and, in 
the years that have followed, from the 
rescue and recovery work. Let’s do all 
we can to make sure this information 
and best practices are shared so that 
we can protect as many lives as pos-
sible. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote. 
Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 

Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 1 
minute to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. FASO), who also had con-
stituents who were very affected by the 
events of 9/11. 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
the chairman’s yielding of time. 

As we take this week to somberly re-
member those who lost their lives on 
September 11, 2001, it is equally impor-
tant that we remember the first re-
sponders who bravely ran towards the 
tragedy of 16 years ago, who woke up 
the next day, on September 12, 2001, 
still beaten, tired, and bruised but, 
again, walked towards those tragedies. 
Still, today, these first responders he-
roically risk life and limb to run to-
ward tragedies. 

As Americans, we owe our first re-
sponders a great debt. For this reason, 
I ask my colleagues to support Mr. 
COLLINS’ bill, H.R. 931, the Firefighter 
Cancer Registry Act, which makes im-
portant first steps in lifesaving cancer 
research and future medical advance-
ments for firefighters, who have dis-
proportionately higher cancer risks. 

I would like to thank all of our first 
responders and urge passage of this im-
portant legislation, and I thank the bi-
partisan cosponsors of this legislation 
as well. 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, we have no more speakers, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, we all 
join in thanking our first responders. 
This is the least of the things we can 
do to show how much we care about 
our firefighters, and I would encourage 
our colleagues in the House to support 
this very important legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK). The question is on the 
motion offered by the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) that the House 
suspend the rules and pass the bill, 
H.R. 931, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 

rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

LITTLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH 
SCHOOL NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE BOUNDARY MODIFICATION 
ACT 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 2611) to modify the boundary 
of the Little Rock Central High School 
National Historic Site, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2611 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Little Rock 
Central High School National Historic Site 
Boundary Modification Act’’. 
SEC. 2. LITTLE ROCK CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL NA-

TIONAL HISTORIC SITE BOUNDARY 
MODIFICATION. 

Section 2 of Public Law 105–356 (112 Stat. 
3268) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (b), (c), 
(d), and (e) as subsections (c), (d), (e), and (f), 
respectively; 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(b) BOUNDARY MODIFICATION.—The bound-
ary of the historic site is modified to include 
the 7 residences on South Park Street in Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas, consisting of 1.47 acres, 
as generally depicted on the map entitled 
‘Central High School National Historic Site 
Proposed Boundary’, numbered 037/80,001, and 
dated August, 2004.’’; and 

(3) in subsection (d) (as redesignated by 
paragraph (1))— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘(1) The 
Secretary’’ and inserting the following: 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary’’; 
(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘(2) The 

Secretary’’ and inserting the following: 
‘‘(3) COORDINATION.—The Secretary’’; and 
(C) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-

lowing: 
‘‘(2) COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS FOR THE 

PRESERVATION AND INTERPRETATION OF CER-
TAIN PROPERTIES.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
enter into cooperative agreements with the 
owners of the 7 residences referred to in sub-
section (b) pursuant to which the Secretary 
may use appropriated funds to mark, inter-
pret, improve, restore, and provide technical 
assistance with respect to the preservation 
and interpretation of the properties. 

‘‘(B) INCLUSIONS.—An agreement entered 
into under subparagraph (A) shall include a 
provision specifying that no changes or al-
terations shall be made to the exterior of the 
properties subject to the agreement, except 
by the mutual agreement of the parties to 
the agreement.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. HANABUSA) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Utah. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise 
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and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL), the sponsor of 
this excellent piece of legislation. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chairman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, 60 years ago today, all 
eyes were on South Park Street that 
fronts the beautiful facade of Central 
High School in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Just days before, Arkansas Governor 
Orval Faubus had called out the Na-
tional Guard to prevent nine Black stu-
dents from entering the school on Sep-
tember 4. Central High and its beau-
tiful neighborhood had become ground 
zero in the march to end the five-dec-
ade legacy of Plessy v. Ferguson, ‘‘sep-
arate but equal,’’ to bring it to reality. 

Now, just over 3 years after the 
Brown decision, it was time for action. 
In a few days, on the 25th of this 
month, we will celebrate the successful 
integration of Central High School, 
when the Little Rock Nine entered the 
school escorted by the troops of the 
101st Airborne. 

It is fitting today, Mr. Speaker, that 
we pay tribute to the Little Rock Nine, 
their defenders, and the successful end 
to separate but equal. We recognize 
this important milestone today on this 
House floor by passing a bill on the 
suspension calendar that expands the 
park boundary of the national historic 
site at Little Rock Central High 
School. This is a historic and impor-
tant touchstone for all of those mod-
ern-day history travelers retracing the 
steps of the civil rights movement. 

The Little Rock National Historic 
Site Visitor Center was opened in 2007 
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary 
of the integration of Central High. To-
day’s measure, H.R. 2611, is a simple 
one: extending the park boundaries to 
take in the houses that fronted the 
school along beautiful South Park 
Street so that future generations will 
be able to picture this tranquil street, 
an architecturally significant facade of 
Central High, and reflect back on those 
21 days of trauma in September 1957. 

I thank my colleague who is in our 
Chamber today, civil rights pioneer 
and courageous actor JOHN LEWIS, for 
his cosponsorship. 

I thank our majority leader, Chair-
man BISHOP, and the Natural Resources 
Committee for their expeditious treat-
ment of this important measure, and I 
salute Senator COTTON for his leader-
ship in advancing this important legis-
lation in the United States Senate. 

I look forward to President Trump 
signing this bill and again recognizing 
that we have to embrace our past and 
learn from our history. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support this legislation. 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my honor at this time to yield such 

time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), a 
civil rights pioneer and legend. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I want to thank the gentlewoman from 
Hawaii for yielding time. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of this bill. I am proud to join the gen-
tleman from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) in 
sponsoring this legislation to update 
the Little Rock Central High School 
National Historic Site. 

In 1954, the Supreme Court issued a 
historic decision in the Brown v. Board 
of Education case, which desegregated 
our Nation’s public schools. Unfortu-
nately, the law of the land did not be-
come the practice of its people over-
night. It took the will of brave men 
and women and some very brave chil-
dren, like the Little Rock Nine. 

Parents swallowed the fear for their 
children. Strong, innocent little chil-
dren put their bodies on the line to 
force the change that justice demands. 
The actions changed the heart and the 
soul of our Nation, and we must admit 
today that our country is a better 
country and we are a better people be-
cause of these children, the mothers 
and fathers, the teachers, and many of 
our citizens. 

When Little Rock, Arkansas, leaders 
attempted to desegregate Central High 
School, the Governor fought back. He 
choose to stand on the side of hate and 
bigotry. It took a determined mayor, a 
strong President, the U.S. Army, and 
the Arkansas National Guard to pro-
tect these nine teenagers as they en-
tered the school. 

In 1957, Mr. Speaker, I was 17 years 
old, and I vividly remember those days. 
These young people inspired all of us to 
stand up, to speak up, and to speak 
out. And many of us started saying: If 
the children in Little Rock can do 
what they are doing, we, too, can do it. 

For those of us watching on tele-
vision, listening to the radio, and read-
ing the newspapers, we were deeply in-
spired. We were moved to do some-
thing, to say something. I said to my-
self: We need to stand up the same way 
the people and students in Little Rock 
are standing up. I remember thinking 
that I could—that I must—find a way 
to get in the way. 

Mr. Speaker, Central High is part of 
our history that must be preserved for 
a generation yet unborn. 

I remember very well, a few years 
ago, I visited that school and walked 
through the halls with a young Afri-
can-American student who was presi-
dent of the student body, who the prin-
cipal asked to escort me through the 
school. I felt like I was walking in a 
special place, almost a holy place. It 
brought tears to my eyes. 

During those dark and difficult 
times, the national historic site be-
came a beacon of hope, an inspiration 
that we can never give up, that we can 
never give in as we strive towards 
equal rights and justice for all. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
from Arkansas for introducing this 

bill, and I urge all of my colleagues to 
stand with the gentleman from Arkan-
sas and the gentlewoman from Hawaii 
and support this piece of legislation. 

b 1400 
Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield 3 minutes to the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. WESTERMAN), also a 
member of our committee and who has 
helped shepherd this bill through our 
committee and here on the floor. 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank the chairman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of my colleague from Arkansas Con-
gressman FRENCH HILL’s bill, H.R. 2611, 
that will modify the boundary of the 
Little Rock Central High School Na-
tional Historic Site to include seven 
residences on South Park Street in Lit-
tle Rock, Arkansas. 

While this bill would authorize the 
National Park Service to enter into co-
operative agreements with private 
property owners of the South Street 
properties, H.R. 2611 will do more. It 
will also help us to remember. It will 
help us to remember that on Sep-
tember 25, 1957, nine young people, 
with Federal troops for escorts, bravely 
walked past crowds of hatred, bigotry, 
emotional degradation, and even phys-
ical abuse to desegregate Little Rock 
Central High School. 

On that historic day in 1957, nine 
young people showed the United States 
and the world that we were and are bet-
ter than segregation and better than 
racism and injustice. They proved to 
the world that, as Americans, we really 
do believe the Declaration of Independ-
ence when it says that all men are cre-
ated equal. 

I believe that allowing the historical 
residences surrounding Little Rock 
Central High School to slip into dis-
repair or oblivion would be a severe in-
justice to those who gave of themselves 
to further the cause of civil rights and 
equality. 

I would like to thank my colleague 
from Arkansas (Mr. HILL) and the dis-
tinguished gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. LEWIS) for their work on this im-
portant issue, and I urge my colleagues 
to support this bill. 

Ms. HANABUSA. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 2611, introduced by 
Representative HILL and cosponsored 
by civil rights pioneer and legend, Rep-
resentative LEWIS of Georgia, amends 
Public Law 105–356, which established 
Little Rock Central High School Na-
tional Historic Site. 

H.R. 2611 would modify the park’s 
boundary and expand the park’s au-
thority to enter into cooperative agree-
ments. The proposed boundary modi-
fication would include seven privately 
owned residences on South Park 
Street, consisting of 1.47 acres. The co-
operative agreement authority pro-
vided by the bill will allow the Na-
tional Park Service to give financial 
and technical aid to the property own-
ers to preserve the facades and main-
tain the ambience of a 1957 historic 
scene. 
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Images of the South Park Street 

properties are inextricably associated 
with the 1957 events. As images of the 
Little Rock Nine, crowds of protesters, 
the public, and the National Guards-
men appeared in newspapers across the 
Nation and were broadcast live through 
the emerging media of television, the 
neighborhood became as recognizable 
as the high school itself. 

Because South Park Street in front 
of Central High School retains a high 
degree of historical integrity, this leg-
islation would provide a unique oppor-
tunity to preserve a setting that will 
allow visitors to more accurately vis-
ualize the events that occurred there in 
1957 when the Little Rock Nine at-
tempted to attend Central High School. 

In 1996, the surrounding neighbor-
hood, including these seven privately 
owned homes, was listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places as 
the Central High School Neighborhood 
Historic District. The designation rec-
ognized the neighborhood’s association 
with the significant events of 1957 as 
well as the architectural characteris-
tics and qualities that remain rel-
atively unchanged from that period. 

All the property owners and several 
community members have expressed 
their support for this proposal, includ-
ing Central High Neighborhood, Inc., 
and Preserve Arkansas. 

As we move forward in these turbu-
lent times, it is important that we do 
not forget the struggles of the Little 
Rock Nine and the neighborhood that 
moved America forward towards an in-
tegrated education system. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the passage of 
this bill, and I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill, to me, is an 
extremely important bill. Sixty years 
ago, during this month, nine extraor-
dinary students attended Little Rock, 
Arkansas’ Central High School. They 
were kids picked for their academic 
ability and their maturity level be-
cause they were going to go through a 
year that no one had seen before and, 
hopefully, will ever see again. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps because I 
taught high school for almost 30 years, 
I understand the environment that 
took place here, and I have a great deal 
of empathy for these nine kids who 
went there. They could have easily 
been my students. 

This becomes a significant concept 
that on September 4, 60 years ago, the 
Governor of Arkansas ordered the Na-
tional Guard to bar these nine kids 
from entrance into Central High 
School in Little Rock; then, after some 
pressure, he withdrew the protection so 
the kids were subject to the mobs and 
the violence that took place there at 
that time. 

On September 25, 60 years ago, 
Dwight Eisenhower had the courage 
and leadership—one of the reasons I re-
spect him so much as a President—to 

order the Army 101st Airborne Division 
to go down to Little Rock to Central 
High School and to escort these nine 
kids through that first year and lead 
them to a school year like no other has 
ever been. 

This situation was, in my estimation, 
a pivotal moment in our Nation’s civil 
rights history as well as our education 
history. We have often talked about 
how buildings and monuments are used 
to interpret history. That is exactly 
what Mr. HILL is attempting to do here 
with a significant site in America’s his-
tory, to make sure that it is pre-
served—and not just the high school 
itself, but the seven residences that are 
across the street on South Park Street. 
Those residences there are part of the 
historical landmark which was made 
and designated in the Reagan adminis-
tration. They are part of the designa-
tion on the National Register of His-
toric Places. 

Finally, in 1998, the high school and 
some surrounding areas were estab-
lished as a National Historic Site. 
Those buildings still have significant 
historical integrity. They add to the 
definition and the story of history 
which must—which must—be remem-
bered at all times. 

This bill expands the boundaries of 
this National Historic Site to include 
those residences so the National Park 
Service can, in cooperative agreements 
with the residents who still live there, 
make sure that that area will always 
be preserved as a place to interpret, 
improve, and provide the technical as-
sistance to make sure this story of 
American history is not forgotten. It is 
part of the milieu. 

As the gentlewoman from Hawaii 
said, when you see pictures of these 
kids giving press conferences, you see 
these homes in the background. It is 
part and parcel to this story. The resi-
dents who live across the street are 
connected to the landmark events in 
September of 1957 and provide the 
backdrop for this particular element. 

I am appreciative of Mr. HILL of Ar-
kansas for leading forth with this par-
ticular bill, realizing the significance, 
and I am happy that today, on the very 
month this was happening 60 years ago, 
we actually are talking about this par-
ticular event and desiring to secure 
these areas so that the history of this 
country will be remembered to its full-
est extent. 

One of our staffers in the committee 
who helped in the drafting of this bill 
had the opportunity of having lunch 
with one of those Little Rock Nine. His 
essay won, and his reward was to have 
a chance to actually meet one of these 
heroic young women who went to Lit-
tle Rock’s Central High School 60-plus 
years ago. 

This is significant, and I cannot 
think of this story without in some 
way feeling choked up inside because I 
know what it must have been like for 
those kids to go there, and I know what 
it must have been like to be part of 
that milieu. This was historic. They 

were true heroes. They were truly 
brave kids who took this event on and 
did it with such aplomb. They need to 
be remembered. 

That is why I am happy that this bill 
is coming forward, so that we can ex-
pand the horizon and we can expand 
the area of this historic site so that we 
can make sure that this will be a pro-
tected area, so that the history will 
not be forgotten and so what these kids 
did in that very historic year of 1957 
and 1958 in Little Rock will not be for-
gotten, and so the significance and the 
conviction those kids had and the expe-
rience they had to go through can be 
remembered and that we can never 
again go back there. We could never 
again replicate that area, and we will 
move forward in the area of civil rights 
as well as education. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to be here 
to support this bill. I am going to ask 
my colleagues to support this bill be-
cause it says so much about us, about 
our commitments, about our priorities, 
and about what we want to do, and it 
says so much about what is good in 
this country. This is the primary ex-
ample of what we are attempting to do. 

Once again, Mr. Speaker, we appre-
ciate all those who have spoken on be-
half of this particular bill, those who 
have worked on this bill, and those who 
have sponsored this bill. This bill is 
something I think is really significant. 
It says something that is very positive 
about this country and helps us to re-
member that which is positive about 
this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I am urging all my col-
leagues to support this, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2611. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
ENVIRONMENT, AND RELATED 
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS 
ACT, 2018 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days in which to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the fur-
ther consideration of H.R. 3354. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
HILL). Is there objection to the request 
of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 504 and rule 
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