
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH7320 September 13, 2017 
is now a graduate of the University of 
Arkansas, and a Public Policy Fellow 
with the Congressional Hispanic Cau-
cus Institute. How stupid it would be to 
send him to some other country that 
he does not know. 

I also met Karen from Florida, age 
22. She also was brought here from 
Mexico at a very young age. Now she 
attends college and owns a small busi-
ness. 

There was Fernanda from Alabama. 
She is 23 and graduated from a 4-year 
university with honors, thanks to the 
scholarships she could apply for once 
registered under DACA. How stupid it 
would be to say to her: Leave. 

There is Brandon, age 19. He told me 
that he has a younger sister who was 
born here. He, of course, does not want 
to be separated from her as a result of 
being deported. 

What kind of a judgment is it that we 
would divide a sister and a brother, 
particularly a brother who has made 
such a positive impact on his commu-
nity? 

Mr. Speaker, this issue is about real 
people. Real people. They are Ameri-
cans in mind and in spirit because they 
grew up here, they love this country, 
and they contribute to building our 
communities and Nation every day. 
Let’s not forget that. 

That is why so many thousands of 
businesses and major business groups 
in America have said: Keep DACA in 
place. That is why the President said: 
Fix this, and I will sign the bill. That 
is why so many churches and commu-
nities and educators and medical per-
sonnel have said: Keep these folks here. 
They are making a positive difference 
for America. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Speaker and 
the majority leader to bring a bill to 
this floor that will do what President 
Trump says we ought to do and put 
DACA in legislation. Pass the Dream 
Act. We are going to have an oppor-
tunity to do that at the end of this 
month, next month, and hopefully we 
will get that done. 

Let’s pass this bipartisan, bicameral 
Dream Act without delay so that 
Diego, Karen, Fernanda, Brandon, and 
so many thousands more who see 
America as their country, who are 
making a positive contribution to their 
country, can stay here. They know of 
no other home than America, and they 
want to be a part of building this coun-
try’s future. 

Mr. Speaker, immigrants have al-
ways made that contribution. It is im-
migrants who built this country. My 
father came here at the age of 32 in 
1934. He came from Denmark. I am the 
son of an immigrant, born here in 
America. He served in World War II and 
became a citizen through his service in 
World War II. 

I rarely quote Rush Limbaugh. He 
said: We are not going to send these 
kids home. Eighty-four percent of the 
American people, in that neighborhood, 
believe that we ought not to send these 
kids back to the countries of their 

birth, which are not their home. That 
is bad policy. Let’s listen. Let’s act. 
Let’s make the lives of these young 
people more secure and more produc-
tive for America. 
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OUTSTANDING ORGANIZATIONS IN 
BUCKS COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
am proud to recognize two outstanding 
organizations in my district that were 
recently honored by the Common-
wealth Prevention Alliance for their 
dedication and leadership to prevent 
and eliminate substance abuse in 
Bucks County. 

The Council Rock Coalition for 
Healthy Youth, represented by Direc-
tor Debbie Moskovitz, received the 
Commonwealth’s Coalition of the Year 
Award; and Melanie Swanson, a preven-
tion specialist representing the Council 
of Southeast Pennsylvania, received 
the Maggie Marcopul Award, given in 
honor of Maggie Marcopul, a preven-
tion professional who served Bucks 
County, and Pennsylvania on the 
whole, for more than three decades. 
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Council Rock Coalition for Healthy 
Youth and the Council of Southeast 
Pennsylvania demonstrate every day 
that the targeted efforts of substance 
abuse prevention are effective. Accord-
ing to the Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Services Administration, every 
dollar spent on effective school-based 
prevention programs saves approxi-
mately $18 in healthcare and judicial 
costs resulting from substance abuse. 

Fighting back against the opioid ad-
diction crisis requires a multifaceted 
approach led by lawmakers, commu-
nity leaders, healthcare professionals, 
and law enforcement. I am thankful 
that Bucks County has organizations 
like these that effectively prevent 
local substance abuse. 

COMMENDING WORK DONE AT AARK WILDLIFE 
REHABILITATION AND EDUCATION CENTER 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to commend the work done 
by Aark Wildlife Rehabilitation and 
Education Center in Chalfont, Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania. 

Founded by Mary Jane Stretch, the 
Aark focuses on rehabilitation, edu-
cation, and training to help take care 
of orphaned and injured birds and 
mammals. Their goal is to rehabilitate 
these animals until they can be set 
free, take care of themselves, and learn 
the tools of survival. The Aark is the 
biggest wildlife center of Pennsylvania, 
serving over 5,000 animals. 

In addition to rehabilitation, the 
Aark provides education programs for 
students to give them an appreciation 
for wildlife and the need to keep ani-
mals in their natural habitat. 

I am pleased to stand by my con-
stituents Mary Jane Stretch and her 

daughter, Leah Stallings, at the Aark 
as they strive to rehabilitate animals 
and educate students and the public 
about how to care for wounded ani-
mals. 

f 

16TH ANNIVERSARY OF 2001 AU-
THORIZATION FOR USE OF MILI-
TARY FORCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. LEE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
really challenge my colleagues to re-
store Congress’ constitutional over-
sight on matters of war and peace. To-
morrow marks the 16th year since Con-
gress has passed an open-ended blank 
check for endless wars. That is the 2001 
Authorization for Use of Military 
Force. 

First, I just have to say that my 
thoughts and prayers are with the fam-
ilies, friends, and communities who 
lost loved ones, and our deepest grati-
tude to the first responders who so 
bravely saved lives. We will never for-
get you. 

Three days after this horrific at-
tack—actually, September 14, 3 days— 
I couldn’t vote for this blank check be-
cause it surrendered Congress’ con-
stitutional authority and paved the 
way for perpetual war, the authoriza-
tion to use military force. It is deeply 
disturbing to me that 16 years later 
this Congress has failed to revisit this 
war authorization and have an in-
formed debate on the cost and con-
sequences of endless war. 

I opposed the 2001 AUMF because I 
feared it would become a blank check 
for any President to wage war any-
where in perpetuity. In those tragic 
days in the wake of 9/11, I was just as 
devastated and outraged as everyone. I 
wanted to protect our country from 
further attacks against terrorism. I 
wanted to bring the terrorists to jus-
tice. But looking at the authorization 
to use military force, I knew then that 
such an open-ended resolution would 
not make us any safer. 

The resolution was 60 words, it was 
overly broad, and it set the framework 
for perpetual war. It was passed just 3 
days after the attacks, with little de-
bate, and has been used to wage endless 
war around the globe. In the 16 years 
since its passage, that is the only 
input, really, that Congress has pro-
vided. 

This is just disgraceful. 
Three hundred Members of the 

United States House of Representatives 
today were not serving when we voted 
on the 2001 AUMF, two-thirds of this 
Chamber that has never had an oppor-
tunity to cast a vote on going to war. 
For years, I have been trying to change 
that. 

While Congress has been missing in 
action, these wars have spiralled out of 
control, just as I feared. A recent re-
port from the Congressional Research 
Service shows that this authorization 
has been used more than 37 times in 14 
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