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Rosen 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruiz 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schneider 
Schrader 
Scott (VA) 
Scott, David 
Serrano 
Sewell (AL) 

Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sinema 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Soto 
Speier 
Suozzi 
Swalwell (CA) 
Takano 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Titus 
Tonko 

Torres 
Tsongas 
Vargas 
Veasey 
Vela 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters, Maxine 
Watson Coleman 
Welch 
Wilson (FL) 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

NOT VOTING—17 

Black 
Bridenstine 
Clyburn 
Cooper 
Costa 
DeLauro 

Diaz-Balart 
Garrett 
Graves (MO) 
Lawson (FL) 
Loudermilk 
Posey 

Rooney, Francis 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Ross 
Scalise 
Tiberi 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE ACTING CHAIR 
The Acting CHAIR (during the vote). 

There is 1 minute remaining. 

b 1839 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Mr. COLE. Mr. Chairman, I move 

that the Committee do now rise. 
The motion was agreed to. 
Accordingly, the Committee rose; 

and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
BANKS of Indiana) having assumed the 
chair, Mr. COLLINS of Georgia, Acting 
Chair of the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, re-
ported that that Committee, having 
had under consideration the bill (H.R. 
3354) making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, 
and related agencies for the fiscal year 
ending September 30, 2018, and for 
other purposes, had come to no resolu-
tion thereon. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL TRUCK 
DRIVER APPRECIATION WEEK 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize a 
great career and technical education or 
skills-based education profession be-
cause I rise today during National 
Truck Driver Appreciation Week to 
celebrate America’s 3.5 million profes-
sional truck drivers. 

Trucking is the lifeblood of the 
American economy. More than 80 per-
cent of the U.S. communities rely ex-
clusively on truck drivers to deliver 
their goods and commodities, including 
the most remote towns and territories 
that aren’t reachable by other modes of 
transportation. 

One out of every 16 people working in 
the United States is a professional 
truck driver. The impact the trucking 
industry has on our economy is clear. 
Trucking brings roughly $726 billion in 
revenue to the Nation. 

Truck drivers are hardworking men 
and women who deliver critical goods 
like medicine, foods, building supplies, 
clothing, and more. These professionals 

safely move our economy each day. 
They deliver our goods safely, securely, 
and on time. They keep our highways 
safe. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the men and 
women who deliver America’s goods 
and honor all professional truck driv-
ers for their hard work and commit-
ment in tackling one of our economy’s 
most demanding and important jobs. 

Trucking moves America forward. 
f 

b 1845 

NATIONAL FRANCHISING DAY 

(Mr. RUSH asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to invite my colleagues to join me in 
supporting my resolution expressing 
support for the establishment and des-
ignation of National Franchising Day. 

Franchising is an important tool to 
bring jobs to communities around our 
country. The franchise business model, 
in fact, is the largest vocational train-
ing industry in America and is respon-
sible for directly creating 7.6 million 
jobs and influencing the creation of 13.3 
million jobs in the United States. 

Franchising is an industry of entre-
preneurs, many of whom are small 
businesses. These entrepreneurs have 
directly contributed $674.3 billion in 
economic output to the U.S. economy, 
and the franchise system, as a whole, 
has generated $1.6 trillion of economic 
input. In short, Mr. Speaker, it is clear 
how significant a role franchises and 
the people who operate them play in 
our economic landscape. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues support this bill. Franchising 
is one important tool to make the 
American Dream happen. 

f 

REMEMBERING WAYZATA OFFICER 
WILLIAM MATHEWS 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, Min-
nesota and the entire Wayzata commu-
nity are grieving after the death of Po-
lice Officer William Mathews this past 
Friday. He was responding to a 911 call 
to collect hazardous debris along the 
highway when he was tragically struck 
by a car and killed. 

Officer Mathews was well-known for 
his service in the Wayzata and the 
Long Lake community where children 
often would come out to greet him as 
he drove through their neighborhood to 
say hello while he was on patrol. He 
served on police forces throughout the 
State of Minnesota for two decades in 
various capacities and was a 9-year vet-
eran of the Wayzata police force. He 
had been a firearms instructor, a field 
training officer, and a reserve coordi-
nator, and was in every way a true pub-
lic servant. 

But as dedicated a police officer as 
Officer Mathews was, he was an even 

more devoted husband and father. We 
mourn with his wife, Shawn, and 7- 
year-old son, Wyatt. 

Mr. Speaker, our law enforcement of-
ficers put their lives on the line every 
single day in more ways than we can 
imagine to keep us safe. Officer Mat-
hews lost his life in service to his com-
munity, and he will not be forgotten. 

f 

DACA 

(Ms. JAYAPAL asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
express my profound disappointment in 
the President’s decision to repeal the 
DACA program. 

This repeal is destroying the lives of 
nearly 800,000 young people. In my 
home State of Washington, there are 
over 17,000 Washingtonians who have 
been granted this deferred action sta-
tus. One of them is Larissa Reza Garcia 
who came to the United States when 
she was 3 years old. Larissa works with 
underrepresented young people to con-
nect them with opportunities to pursue 
their dreams within the education sys-
tem. DREAMers like Larissa strength-
en the fabric of our country. 

Mr. Speaker, I also want to express 
my disappointment that the House will 
take up H.R. 3697 tomorrow, a bill that 
would promote racial profiling, expand 
mandatory detention, and criminalize 
immigrants without any due process 
protections. 

We should be voting on the Dream 
Act, not legislation to criminalize im-
migrants. We have the votes to pass 
the Dream Act if it were brought to the 
floor, and I hope and call upon Speaker 
RYAN to have the courage to bring it to 
the floor. 

f 

CELEBRATING PATRIOT WEEK 

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, today I rise about something near 
and dear to my heart. It is Patriot 
Week, which is going on this week. 

In 2009, while I served in the Michi-
gan Senate, we became the first legis-
lative body to recognize Patriot Week. 
Since then, five States and countless 
private organizations have participated 
in celebrating the great Americans and 
our founding documents that ensure 
the cause of liberty. Sadly, American 
history is no longer a priority for our 
schools, and, as a result, we are now 
raising a generation, for the most part, 
who have no understanding or appre-
ciation for our country’s brave Found-
ing Fathers and our profoundly impor-
tant founding documents. 

That is why I introduced H. Con. Res. 
12 which encourages schools, govern-
ment agencies, and private employers 
to pay tribute to great Americans from 
George Washington to Martin Luther 
King, Jr., during Patriot Week. 
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It celebrates our values enshrined in 

the United States Constitution and 
other founding documents from equal 
protection under the law to limited 
government, and it commemorates im-
portant events like the passage of the 
United States Constitution in 1787. 

Patriot Week begins September 11 by 
honoring the brave men and women 
who died in the September 11 attack, 
and it ends September 17, our Constitu-
tion Day, by honoring those who risked 
everything to create our great Repub-
lic. 

Mr. Speaker, we must take time to 
reflect. President Reagan once said: 
‘‘Freedom is never more than one gen-
eration away from extinction.’’ We 
must do our part to preserve what 
makes this Nation great before it is too 
late. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
support the Patriot Week resolution. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
SERGEANT STEVE PEREZ 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to mourn Sergeant Steve 
Perez of the Houston Police Depart-
ment who died on August 29, 2017, in 
the midst of Hurricane Harvey as he 
was in the line of duty. 

He served in the United States Army, 
and he joined the Houston Police De-
partment in 1982. He leaves behind his 
precious and beloved wife, Lupe Cheryl 
Perez, and a host of police officers and 
law enforcement across the Nation. 

He became a sergeant in 1992. He 
worked in emergency ops and special 
ops and juvenile. He worked across the 
county. When he died, he was coming 
to work in the midst of the storm, be-
cause as the words were said often by 
his colleagues and heard from his fam-
ily members, he had work to do. 

Today in Houston, he was 
funeralized. My deepest sympathy is to 
his family and how dismayed I was not 
to be able to be present with them, but 
I want them to understand that we 
were there in spirit and that we love 
the first responders who put the people 
of Harris County and the people of 
Texas before anyone else. That is what 
Sergeant Steve Perez did. 

Today we say to him farewell and 
thank him for his good and faithful 
service. He will never be forgotten for 
his kindness and service to his commu-
nity. My prayers are with the family, 
and I ask now for a moment of silence. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FORT HOOD’S 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to take this time to recognize and 
honor Fort Hood on its 75th anniver-
sary on Monday, September 18, 2017. 

Representing Fort Hood—one of the 
largest military bases in the world—is 

the greatest honor I have as the Rep-
resentative of Texas’ 25th Congres-
sional District. Known as The Great 
Place, it is the gold standard for the 
U.S. Army. It is composed of some of 
the bravest and most selfless people we 
have in this country. Located near 
Killeen, this 340-square-mile installa-
tion is invaluable to the local commu-
nity. 

Home to approximately 140,000 peo-
ple, this post provides economic relief 
by fostering over 12,000 civilian jobs. In 
a time where our country is finally re-
covering from financial turmoil, job 
opportunities are essential for the 
growth of this Nation. 

As a true treasure of Texas, this 
small but powerful area affects the en-
tire State by contributing $35.4 billion 
to the Texas economy. Fort Hood is 
committed to those of us who are 
lucky enough to call it the Lone Star 
State, by providing the most employ-
ees on a single site in the State of 
Texas. 

When it comes to our Nation’s na-
tional security, Fort Hood does not shy 
away. Since 2003, this post deployed 
and redeployed more than 852,000 sol-
diers overseas. Fort Hood is made up of 
some of the finest soldiers I have ever 
had the opportunity to meet, and I 
would like to congratulate The Great 
Place on reaching its diamond anniver-
sary—75 years. 

Three-quarters of a century of being 
a fully operational, active military 
post is something we can and should be 
proud of. As I said before, Fort Hood is 
a special part of the 25th District, and 
I am humbled to have the opportunity 
to fight on behalf of these brave men 
and women each and every day in 
Washington. 

In God we trust. 
f 

THE UNSINKABLE TEXAS SPIRIT 
(Mr. O’ROURKE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, this 
last Sunday, I had the opportunity to 
go to Port Arthur and the El Vista 
neighborhood. Pictured here is the 
Channel family flanked by the amazing 
Jefferson County Sheriff Zena Ste-
phens and County Commissioner 
Sinegal. You have Tomeka, McKenzie, 
and their father, Quincy, who are try-
ing to find something to save out of a 
house that was all but destroyed. Ms. 
Tomeka showed me these pictures of 
McKenzie who is now a college student 
at TSU. His first grade picture and his 
kindergarten picture were just about 
all that they could save from their 
house. 

But I will tell you, the Channel fam-
ily, like Texas, was undefeated and 
promised me that they were going to 
build their house back bigger and bet-
ter than ever. That is the spirit of our 
State. It is the spirit of the people in 
southeast Texas in communities like 
Port Arthur, Orange, Beaumont, Hous-
ton, Port Lavaca, Victoria, Rockport, 
and so many others. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank you and 
the other Members of this body for vot-
ing to support our State and other 
areas hit by recent storms to the tune 
of $15 billion. It is going to help us 
build back bigger and better than ever. 

f 

FREEZING OUT DRIVE-BY 
LAWSUITS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Arc-
tic Circle in Eureka, California, used to 
be a place where you could get a great 
burger and a cold milkshake. But not 
anymore thanks to a lawsuit. A serial 
plaintiff alleged that their counters 
were too high and their doors were not 
quite wide enough. So without a 
chance to fix the alleged infractions, 
the drive-by lawsuit shuttered the 
doors of Arctic Circle. 

The Americans with Disabilities Act 
has made tremendous progress in in-
creasing accessibility. But small busi-
nesses across America are being tar-
geted by serial plaintiffs who troll for 
minor, correctable ADA infractions. If 
the business had notice, they could 
cure the problem rather than pay the 
shakedown by the lawyers. 

My bill, the ADA Reform Act, re-
quires businesses to be notified of an 
alleged violation and be given time to 
fix the issue before a lawsuit can com-
mence. If businesses fail to correct the 
infractions, the plaintiff can and 
should sue. 

It is time to stop attorneys from lin-
ing their pocketbooks off the backs of 
disabled Americans and small busi-
nesses in our country. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

URBAN AGRICULTURE 

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to call on my colleagues to 
please join the Urban Agriculture Pro-
duction Act of 2017, a bipartisan meas-
ure that bolsters local farming and in-
spires communities to create food pro-
duction systems that stimulate devel-
opment and healthy eating. 

There are more than 23 million peo-
ple in food-desert neighborhoods across 
our country where there are no stores 
within 1 mile to buy healthy food. 
Without healthy options, people are 
relegated to eating unhealthy, proc-
essed, junk food because that is all 
that is available and affordable. 

Communities that lack access to 
fresh, nutritious, affordable foods are 
also facing growing epidemics of obe-
sity-related diseases such as hyper-
tension, high blood pressure, and diabe-
tes. This bill is a step to correct this 
unacceptable trend. 

Community gardens, greenhouses, 
farmers’ markets, hoop houses, and 
other local food initiatives tend to be 
the best outlets to purchase local fresh 
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