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Here at home, every city and State
bears some risk from the effects of cli-
mate change. Fortunately, many State
and local and private sector leaders
recognize this reality. Despite the ab-
sence of leadership from the Trump ad-
ministration, these individuals and the
States, localities, and businesses they
represent across many sectors are tak-
ing a stand against the national secu-
rity threats posed by climate change.

Even though the President’s actions
on the Paris agreement are demor-
alizing, this by no means equals defeat
for our Nation and the rest of the
world.

One way to show other nations we
are indeed committed to this global
cause is to join them by building on
the progress we have made here in our
own country from the local to national
level. Domestic climate change and
clean energy policy, including substan-
tial investments in clean energy re-
search, development, and production,
have made the U.S. an incubator for in-
vestment and entrepreneurship. Cre-
ating a robust domestic market helps
companies develop credible track
records, skilled workforces, and scal-
able products to export around the
world to a market hungry for clean en-
ergy solutions. This is where domestic
action intersects with U S. ‘“‘climate di-
plomacy.”

We should look toward U.S. corpora-
tions that are shifting to cleaner tech-
nology as an illustration of our contin-
ued fight against climate change. U.S.
political leadership in innovation and
technology combined with increased
global demand for clean energy tech-
nology can help create trans-
formational job growth opportunities
across the United States. Each day we
dither on making the right political
choices on clean energy is a day we
lose global clout to China, India, and
other nations who are racing to fill the
void our current retreat has created.

As we look to be more resilient to
climate change, our global partners
have already started to combat the
issues through innovation and adapta-
tion. For example, Holland’s recent
shift to innovate against flooding is a
good example of how other nations are
actively working to adapt to climate
change and create financial opportuni-
ties.

Holland’s shift to high-tech water
management systems will protect
against future flooding and scarcity of
freshwater sources. These are tech-
nologies that the Dutch will likely ex-
port to other nations and regions at
risk of flooding, so the Dutch will prof-
it from the investments they have
made and the experiences they have
gained taking prudent measures to pro-
tect themselves against the effects of
sea level rise.

This strategic measure sets an exam-
ple for how the U.S. should work col-
lectively with businesses and local gov-
ernments  to set aside funding
proactively for future climate change
mitigation and adaptation. Taking this
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sort of action would not only benefit
my home State of Maryland because of
its low coastal geography, but also
States like New York and South Caro-
lina.

According to the New York City De-
partment of Environmental Protection,
Manhattan and the other boroughs
have experienced a significant increase
in flooding events, attributable to local
sea levels having risen an average of 1.2
inches per decade since 1900, a trend
that will only worsen without decisive
action to stabilize Earth’s climate.
There is no doubt that adapting our in-
frastructure to withstand the effects of
climate change will provide substantial
benefits to our communities and our
economy.

We are fortunate that some corpora-
tions such as the members of the Bev-
erage Industry Environmental Round-
table, BIER, are stepping up to reduce
carbon emissions. BIER’s commitment
to reduce energy consumption and bet-
ter manage water resources are impor-
tant examples of how U.S. industry is
demonstrating leadership in advancing
environmental sustainability and ad-
dressing environmental challenges.

More than 900 U.S. businesses support
keeping the U.S. in the Paris agree-
ment, including more than 20 Fortune
500 companies. American businesses
need the U.S. Government at the nego-
tiating table to represent their inter-
ests. Acting to prevent the worst ef-
fects of climate change holds tremen-
dous economic and job growth opportu-
nities for Maryland and our Nation.
Such an ambitious global goal can only
be achieved through strategic action
starting at the local level, supported
by a Congress and President through
policy and political courage.

Fighting climate change is essential
to U.S. national security interests and
to growing U.S. economic opportuni-
ties. Meanwhile, the world continues to
look to us for leadership. I remain mo-
tivated to join my colleagues and peo-
ple across the country to fight global
climate change so that we can dem-
onstrate our Nation’s commitment to
leading climate diplomacy and to
maintain the American private sector’s
strength in a changing global economy.

REMEMBERING ALAN HUTCHINSON

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today we
remember the life of Alan Hutchinson,
who passed away earlier this year at
the age of 70. As a beloved family man,
veteran, author, and tireless environ-
mental advocate, Alan dedicated his
life to preserving Maine’s most pre-
cious land, water, and wildlife. Future
generations of Americans will enjoy all
that the Maine outdoors has to offer
thanks in part to Alan’s dedication to
conservation.

Originally from Rhode Island, Alan
first came to Maine as a student at the
University of Maine at Orono, where he
earned his bachelor and master’s de-
grees in wildlife management. During
the Vietnam war, he served his country
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as a biological research aid at Walter
Reed Medical Hospital in Washington,
DC. Upon returning to Maine, he began
an illustrious career in environmental
conservation, as a civil servant and
leader of one of the largest land trusts
of the United States, the Forest Soci-
ety of Maine.

In his career as a civil servant, he led
the acquisition and conservation of 250
coastal islands and headed Maine’s
newly formed Endangered Species
Group. With leadership, patience, and
perseverance, he worked with diverse
partners to protect our coast and wild-
life. In 1997, Alan became the first exec-
utive director of the Forest Society of
Maine, FSM. During his tenure, the
FSM grew from a one-person operation
into a national leader in forestland
conservation, helping to conserve over
1 million acres of forestland. Just as he
did leading the Endangered Species
Group, Alan achieved this success by
bringing together diverse groups under
a common purpose of protecting our
forests. His notable conservation
achievements include the 20,000-acre
Nicatous Lake easement, protecting 6
miles of the beautiful Moosehead Lake
shore, the 329,000-acre West Branch
Project, and the unprecedented 360,000~
acre Moosehead Region conservation
easement.

In addition to his conservation work,
Alan also authored two books, ‘‘Just
Loons: A Wildlife Watcher’s Guide,”
1998, and ‘‘Just Eagles: A Wildlife
Watchers Guide,” 2000. These books re-
flect his passion for Maine’s outdoors
that embodied his life’s work. Alan will
be remembered for his thoughtful lead-
ership, dedication, and passion. Above
all that, nothing exceeded his deep love
for his family and his devotion to his
friends. Alan will be sorely missed by
all, and we owe him an enormous debt
of gratitude.

———

TRIBUTE TO CATHY GLENN AND
DAVE AHART

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, today I
want to honor the service of two out-
standing individuals who have dedi-
cated their careers to serving the
American people.

Cathy Glenn and Dave Ahart have
worked for nearly 30 years in the Sen-
ate, many of which have been behind
the scenes in the Senate Recording
Studio, ensuring that the public had
access to their elected leaders.

Every day, Cathy and Dave showed
up to work early and sometimes stayed
so late that they kept a cot tucked
away in the corner of their studio.

Together these two never missed a
beat as they ran back and forth be-
tween soundboards, helping Senators
from both parties connect with folks
back home and communicate the latest
happenings from the Nation’s Capital.

Cathy and Dave worked as a team.
This body could certainly learn a thing
or two from them.

They conducted their careers with
professionalism and selfless service,
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