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(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(F) section 4631, with regard to Project 

SERV.’’. 

f 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 268—RECOG-
NIZING SEPTEMBER 26, 2017, AS 
‘‘NATIONAL VOTER REGISTRA-
TION DAY’’ 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR (for herself and Mr. 
CARDIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration: 

S. RES. 268 

Whereas the right to vote is a fundamental 
right that— 

(1) is guaranteed to the people of the 
United States; and 

(2) constitutes the core of the democracy of 
the United States; 

Whereas countless people of the United 
States have struggled to obtain and protect 
the right to vote; 

Whereas each eligible United States citizen 
who would like to vote should be able to do 
so without encountering unnecessary bar-
riers to the ballot box; 

Whereas eligible United States citizens 
who are 18 years of age or older have the 
legal rights— 

(1) to register to vote; and 
(2) to vote; 
Whereas the Bureau of the Census esti-

mates that over 20 percent of eligible United 
States citizens are not registered to vote; 

Whereas many United States citizens are 
not aware that they must register to vote be-
fore they may cast a ballot; 

Whereas, because United States citizens 
must register in order to vote, many polit-
ical campaigns, nonprofit organizations, reli-
gious organizations, and other groups con-
duct voter registration drives; 

Whereas despite the efforts to register 
United States citizens to vote, the Pew Char-
itable Trusts have found that more than 60 
percent of adult United States citizens have 
never been asked to register to vote; 

Whereas, while some States allow same- 
day voter registration, many other States 
require registration as many as 30 days be-
fore the date of the election in which a per-
son seeks to vote; 

Whereas if a voter has changed names, 
moved, or not voted in recent elections, the 
voter registration of the voter must be up-
dated; 

Whereas 1 of 9 United States citizens 
moves each year, rendering outdated the 
former voter registration of the individuals 
who have moved; 

Whereas updating voter registration en-
sures an easier experience at the polls on 
election day; 

Whereas increased voter registration may 
lead to a higher participation rate in elec-
tions, which would strengthen the democ-
racy of the United States; and 

Whereas the many organizations and indi-
viduals who encourage voter registration and 
civic participation have promoted National 
Voter Registration Day on the fourth Tues-
day of each September, which in 2017 falls on 
Tuesday, September 26: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) recognizes September 26, 2017, as ‘‘Na-

tional Voter Registration Day’’; and 
(2) encourages each voting-eligible citizen 

of the United States— 
(A) to register to vote; 
(B) to verify with the appropriate State or 

local election official that the name, ad-

dress, and other personal information on 
record is current; and 

(C) to go to the polls on election day and 
vote if the voting-eligible citizen would like 
to do so. 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
rise to discuss my resolution, S. Res. 
268, calling on the Senate to formally 
recognize September 26 as National 
Voter Registration Day. 

National Voter Registration Day is a 
celebration of our democracy and our 
Nation’s most fundamental right—the 
right to vote. 

Today, thousands of volunteers and 
organizations in all 50 States are hit-
ting the streets to register voters. 
Their goal is to create awareness about 
the registration process and register 
people who may not register on their 
own or don’t have the time or don’t 
know how to do it. It is really to reach 
out to people way ahead of an election. 
Last year, their hard work paid off, and 
more than 750,000 Americans registered 
to vote on National Voter Registration 
Day. 

These volunteers understand that 
voting is a fundamental right, but not 
everyone agrees. There are still people 
who seem to see it as a privilege that 
not all eligible voters should enjoy. 
That is not the way we should see this. 

The right to vote is clearly under at-
tack in the United States. We have 
seen discriminatory voting laws spring 
up across the country, and those who 
want to prevent people from voting are 
making it harder and harder for people 
to get to the polls. 

I do not see this as a partisan issue. 
My State last year had the highest vot-
ing rate in the country. And we have 
seen a number of States that do things 
like have same-day registration, mail- 
in ballots, things like that, and they 
tend to have higher voting rates. They 
are not just Democratic States or Re-
publican States; they are Independent 
States. And when you look at the list, 
it doesn’t necessarily mean that a cer-
tain party is going to win. We had 
Independent Governor Jesse Ventura 
win in our State; Governor Tim 
Pawlenty. But what our States share is 
a higher voter turnout. What does that 
mean? Well, it means that people have 
some trust in their government when 
they participate. Even when their can-
didate doesn’t win and the other can-
didate wins, at least they know they 
had a say and that it mattered and 
that they went to the voting booth. 

That is what I am talking about 
today because in some States, we have 
seen discriminatory voting laws spring 
up, and they have literally made it 
harder for people to vote. We have 
heard reports of problems with equip-
ment. We had 3-hour lines in Arizona. 
We had 100 miles to the nearest polling 
station in Nevada and Utah, photo ID 
requirements in Wisconsin, where we 
now know it can really be hard to get 
an ID in the first place. In North Caro-
lina, a Federal court found that the 
State’s laws to prevent voter access— 
and this is a more conservative court, 
the Fifth Circuit—they said the voter 

laws had been crafted with ‘‘surgical 
precision’’ to discriminate against mi-
norities. 

Now we have an administration that 
is abandoning efforts to uphold voting 
rights. In many States, this is a truly 
bipartisan effort. The Commission on 
‘‘Election Integrity’’ looks to be mak-
ing it harder, rather than easier, to 
vote. States are reporting that some 
Americans are actually unregistering 
to vote because of the Commission’s re-
quest for personal data from across the 
country. We have had Democratic and 
Republican secretaries of state band 
together to say this is something they 
don’t want to do. 

Taken together, these efforts to sup-
press the vote represent a concerted 
strategy to ensure that fewer people 
make it to the polls. This is not about 
one party or the other party; this is 
about our democracy. Our very free-
doms are built upon the freedom to 
vote. 

So what else do we see? Well, we see 
attacks from without on our election. I 
remember the Presiding Officer had an 
excellent quote on this matter when he 
said: One election, it will be one can-
didate in one party; and the next elec-
tion, it could be the other candidate 
from the other party. That is why, 
when we look at interference from for-
eign governments, we must also pro-
tect the sacred right to vote, and that 
means everything from the amendment 
I have with Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM, 
which is now a bill, to make sure our 
cyber security is strengthened as we 
head into the 2018 election and make 
sure that our States have the ability to 
protect their own voting equipment. 
The reports now—I just found out that 
in my own State, an attempt had been 
made to hack it. In 21 States, we have 
seen attempts at hacking. 

All our bill does is say: Let’s help the 
States to shore up their equipment, to 
make sure they have backup paper bal-
lots and other commonsense measures. 

This bill in the House—the amend-
ment to the National Defense Author-
ization Act—was carried by MARK 
MEADOWS, the head of the Freedom 
Caucus. That is right. It is a bipartisan 
amendment across both the House and 
the Senate to protect our State elec-
tion equipment. Our country is strong-
er when everyone participates, and 
that is why we must protect the elec-
tion equipment. 

We must make it easier to vote. I 
have one idea: Why don’t we just auto-
matically register eligible voters when 
they turn 18, maybe when they get 
their driver’s license or Social Security 
number. Our States have that data. 
They also have a way to crosscheck 
with criminal records and other things 
to make sure these are eligible voters. 
Wouldn’t that be easier than going out 
and trying to get everyone to vote? It 
doesn’t mean you have to vote, but you 
automatically get registered to vote, 
just like you get your Social Security 
number. 

There is momentum for this idea at 
the State level. Last month, Illinois 
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became the 10th State to pass auto-
matic voter registration. Experts 
project that it will result in 1 million 
people being added to the registration 
list. Estimates show that as many as 50 
million eligible voters would be reg-
istered if we moved to automatic reg-
istration. 

Another thing we can do to increase 
turnout is to allow same-day voting. In 
February, I introduced the Same Day 
Voter Registration Act, a bill that will 
allow people to register to vote on elec-
tion day. This reduces the burden of 
voting and ensures that anyone who 
forgets to register can go up there to 
prove who they are and they can get 
registered. Fifteen States have this— 
not just blue States, but red States and 
blue States. And they always tend to 
be up at the top in the number of peo-
ple who vote. 

We need to restore Americans’ con-
fidence in our election process and our 
democracy, and we do that by wel-
coming people to vote. 

A few years ago, I was fortunate 
enough to go with Congressman LEWIS 
on his yearly pilgrimage—his trip 
where he takes people to the site of the 
march to Montgomery. The weekend I 
got to go was actually the moment 48 
years to the weekend later. The White 
police chief of Montgomery handed his 
badge to Congressman LEWIS and gave 
him that badge and apologized. He 
apologized because their police depart-
ment at that time, 48 years before, had 
not protected the African-American 
marchers and those other citizens who 
were there marching with them. 

It took 48 years, but it happened. It 
was an emotional trip, and it made you 
think about those marchers and every-
thing they had done just to get the 
right to vote. You see it in other coun-
tries where people will wait in line for 
a day just to be able to have their say 
in their own government. That is real-
ly what this is about. It is about a free-
dom—the freedoms that are guaranteed 
in our Constitution. One of those is 
that we can all participate. As long as 
we make the rules, as long as we are el-
igible, we can all participate. 

Today on National Voter Registra-
tion Day, I hope that people will join 
me in celebrating the work of those 
who are out there encouraging people 
to vote and, of course, get out there 
and register yourself so your own voice 
can be heard. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1101. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COLLINS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1028, to 
provide for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a Family Caregiving Strategy, and 
for other purposes. 

SA 1102. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COLLINS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1028, 
supra. 

SA 1103. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 114, expressing the sense of the Senate 
on humanitarian crises in Nigeria, Somalia, 
South Sudan, and Yemen. 

SA 1104. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. HIRONO) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 504, to 
permanently authorize the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Business Travel Card 
Program. 

SA 1105. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 1057, to 
amend the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Act of 1998 to ad-
dress harmful algal blooms, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1101. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COL-
LINS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 1028, to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a Family 
Caregiving Strategy, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Recognize, 
Assist, Include, Support, and Engage Family 
Caregivers Act of 2017’’ or the ‘‘RAISE Fam-
ily Caregivers Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADVISORY COUNCIL.—The term ‘‘Advi-

sory Council’’ means the Family Caregiving 
Advisory Council convened under section 4. 

(2) FAMILY CAREGIVER.—The term ‘‘family 
caregiver’’ means an adult family member or 
other individual who has a significant rela-
tionship with, and who provides a broad 
range of assistance to, an individual with a 
chronic or other health condition, disability, 
or functional limitation. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(4) STRATEGY.—The term ‘‘Strategy’’ 
means the Family Caregiving Strategy set 
forth under section 3. 
SEC. 3. FAMILY CAREGIVING STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the heads of other appropriate 
Federal agencies, shall develop jointly with 
the Advisory Council and submit to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions and the Special Committee on 
Aging of the Senate, the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce of the House of 
Representatives, and the State agencies re-
sponsible for carrying out family caregiver 
programs, and make publically available on 
the internet website of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, a Family 
Caregiving Strategy. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The Strategy shall identify 
recommended actions that Federal (under 
existing Federal programs), State, and local 
governments, communities, health care pro-
viders, long-term services and supports pro-
viders, and others are taking, or may take, 
to recognize and support family caregivers in 
a manner that reflects their diverse needs, 
including with respect to the following: 

(1) Promoting greater adoption of person- 
and family-centered care in all health and 
long-term services and supports settings, 
with the person receiving services and sup-
ports and the family caregiver (as appro-
priate) at the center of care teams. 

(2) Assessment and service planning (in-
cluding care transitions and coordination) 
involving family caregivers and care recipi-
ents. 

(3) Information, education and training 
supports, referral, and care coordination, in-
cluding with respect to hospice care, pallia-
tive care, and advance planning services. 

(4) Respite options. 
(5) Financial security and workplace 

issues. 

(6) Delivering services based on the per-
formance, mission, and purpose of a program 
while eliminating redundancies. 

(c) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary (or the Secretary’s designee), in car-
rying out subsection (a), shall oversee the 
following: 

(1) Collecting and making publicly avail-
able information, submitted by the Advisory 
Council under section 4(d) to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
and the Special Committee on Aging of the 
Senate, the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce of the House of Representatives, 
and the State agencies responsible for car-
rying out family caregiver programs, and 
made publically available by the Secretary, 
including evidence-based or promising prac-
tices and innovative models (both domestic 
and foreign) regarding the provision of care 
by family caregivers or support for family 
caregivers. 

(2) Coordinating and assessing existing 
Federal Government programs and activities 
to recognize and support family caregivers 
while ensuring maximum effectiveness and 
avoiding unnecessary duplication. 

(3) Providing technical assistance, as ap-
propriate, such as disseminating identified 
best practices and information sharing based 
on reports provided under section 4(d), to 
State or local efforts to support family care-
givers. 

(d) INITIAL STRATEGY; UPDATES.—The Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) not later than 18 months after the date 
of enactment of this Act, develop, publish, 
and submit to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions and the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging of the Senate, the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce 
of the House of Representatives, and the 
State agencies responsible for carrying out 
family caregiver programs, an initial Strat-
egy incorporating the items addressed in the 
Advisory Council’s initial report under sec-
tion 4(d) and other relevant information, in-
cluding best practices, for recognizing and 
supporting family caregivers; and 

(2) biennially update, republish, and sub-
mit to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions and the Special Com-
mittee on Aging of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce of 
the House of Representatives, and the State 
agencies responsible for carrying out family 
caregiver programs the Strategy, taking into 
account the most recent annual report sub-
mitted under section 4(d)(1)— 

(A) to reflect new developments, chal-
lenges, opportunities, and solutions; and 

(B) to review progress based on rec-
ommendations for recognizing and sup-
porting family caregivers in the Strategy 
and, based on the results of such review, rec-
ommend priority actions for improving the 
implementation of such recommendations, 
as appropriate. 

(e) PROCESS FOR PUBLIC INPUT.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a process for public 
input to inform the development of, and up-
dates to, the Strategy, including a process 
for the public to submit recommendations to 
the Advisory Council and an opportunity for 
public comment on the proposed Strategy. 

(f) NO PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this Act 
preempts any authority of a State or local 
government to recognize or support family 
caregivers. 

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to permit the 
Secretary (through regulation, guidance, 
grant criteria, or otherwise) to— 

(1) mandate, direct, or control the alloca-
tion of State or local resources; 

(2) mandate the use of any of the best prac-
tices identified in the reports required under 
this Act; or 
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