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became the 10th State to pass auto-
matic voter registration. Experts 
project that it will result in 1 million 
people being added to the registration 
list. Estimates show that as many as 50 
million eligible voters would be reg-
istered if we moved to automatic reg-
istration. 

Another thing we can do to increase 
turnout is to allow same-day voting. In 
February, I introduced the Same Day 
Voter Registration Act, a bill that will 
allow people to register to vote on elec-
tion day. This reduces the burden of 
voting and ensures that anyone who 
forgets to register can go up there to 
prove who they are and they can get 
registered. Fifteen States have this— 
not just blue States, but red States and 
blue States. And they always tend to 
be up at the top in the number of peo-
ple who vote. 

We need to restore Americans’ con-
fidence in our election process and our 
democracy, and we do that by wel-
coming people to vote. 

A few years ago, I was fortunate 
enough to go with Congressman LEWIS 
on his yearly pilgrimage—his trip 
where he takes people to the site of the 
march to Montgomery. The weekend I 
got to go was actually the moment 48 
years to the weekend later. The White 
police chief of Montgomery handed his 
badge to Congressman LEWIS and gave 
him that badge and apologized. He 
apologized because their police depart-
ment at that time, 48 years before, had 
not protected the African-American 
marchers and those other citizens who 
were there marching with them. 

It took 48 years, but it happened. It 
was an emotional trip, and it made you 
think about those marchers and every-
thing they had done just to get the 
right to vote. You see it in other coun-
tries where people will wait in line for 
a day just to be able to have their say 
in their own government. That is real-
ly what this is about. It is about a free-
dom—the freedoms that are guaranteed 
in our Constitution. One of those is 
that we can all participate. As long as 
we make the rules, as long as we are el-
igible, we can all participate. 

Today on National Voter Registra-
tion Day, I hope that people will join 
me in celebrating the work of those 
who are out there encouraging people 
to vote and, of course, get out there 
and register yourself so your own voice 
can be heard. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 1101. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COLLINS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1028, to 
provide for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a Family Caregiving Strategy, and 
for other purposes. 

SA 1102. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COLLINS) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1028, 
supra. 

SA 1103. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S. 
Res. 114, expressing the sense of the Senate 
on humanitarian crises in Nigeria, Somalia, 
South Sudan, and Yemen. 

SA 1104. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. HIRONO) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 504, to 
permanently authorize the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Business Travel Card 
Program. 

SA 1105. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 1057, to 
amend the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Act of 1998 to ad-
dress harmful algal blooms, and for other 
purposes. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 1101. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COL-
LINS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 1028, to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a Family 
Caregiving Strategy, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Recognize, 
Assist, Include, Support, and Engage Family 
Caregivers Act of 2017’’ or the ‘‘RAISE Fam-
ily Caregivers Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) ADVISORY COUNCIL.—The term ‘‘Advi-

sory Council’’ means the Family Caregiving 
Advisory Council convened under section 4. 

(2) FAMILY CAREGIVER.—The term ‘‘family 
caregiver’’ means an adult family member or 
other individual who has a significant rela-
tionship with, and who provides a broad 
range of assistance to, an individual with a 
chronic or other health condition, disability, 
or functional limitation. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services. 

(4) STRATEGY.—The term ‘‘Strategy’’ 
means the Family Caregiving Strategy set 
forth under section 3. 
SEC. 3. FAMILY CAREGIVING STRATEGY. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the heads of other appropriate 
Federal agencies, shall develop jointly with 
the Advisory Council and submit to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions and the Special Committee on 
Aging of the Senate, the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce of the House of 
Representatives, and the State agencies re-
sponsible for carrying out family caregiver 
programs, and make publically available on 
the internet website of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, a Family 
Caregiving Strategy. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The Strategy shall identify 
recommended actions that Federal (under 
existing Federal programs), State, and local 
governments, communities, health care pro-
viders, long-term services and supports pro-
viders, and others are taking, or may take, 
to recognize and support family caregivers in 
a manner that reflects their diverse needs, 
including with respect to the following: 

(1) Promoting greater adoption of person- 
and family-centered care in all health and 
long-term services and supports settings, 
with the person receiving services and sup-
ports and the family caregiver (as appro-
priate) at the center of care teams. 

(2) Assessment and service planning (in-
cluding care transitions and coordination) 
involving family caregivers and care recipi-
ents. 

(3) Information, education and training 
supports, referral, and care coordination, in-
cluding with respect to hospice care, pallia-
tive care, and advance planning services. 

(4) Respite options. 
(5) Financial security and workplace 

issues. 

(6) Delivering services based on the per-
formance, mission, and purpose of a program 
while eliminating redundancies. 

(c) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary (or the Secretary’s designee), in car-
rying out subsection (a), shall oversee the 
following: 

(1) Collecting and making publicly avail-
able information, submitted by the Advisory 
Council under section 4(d) to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
and the Special Committee on Aging of the 
Senate, the Committee on Education and the 
Workforce of the House of Representatives, 
and the State agencies responsible for car-
rying out family caregiver programs, and 
made publically available by the Secretary, 
including evidence-based or promising prac-
tices and innovative models (both domestic 
and foreign) regarding the provision of care 
by family caregivers or support for family 
caregivers. 

(2) Coordinating and assessing existing 
Federal Government programs and activities 
to recognize and support family caregivers 
while ensuring maximum effectiveness and 
avoiding unnecessary duplication. 

(3) Providing technical assistance, as ap-
propriate, such as disseminating identified 
best practices and information sharing based 
on reports provided under section 4(d), to 
State or local efforts to support family care-
givers. 

(d) INITIAL STRATEGY; UPDATES.—The Sec-
retary shall— 

(1) not later than 18 months after the date 
of enactment of this Act, develop, publish, 
and submit to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions and the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging of the Senate, the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce 
of the House of Representatives, and the 
State agencies responsible for carrying out 
family caregiver programs, an initial Strat-
egy incorporating the items addressed in the 
Advisory Council’s initial report under sec-
tion 4(d) and other relevant information, in-
cluding best practices, for recognizing and 
supporting family caregivers; and 

(2) biennially update, republish, and sub-
mit to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions and the Special Com-
mittee on Aging of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce of 
the House of Representatives, and the State 
agencies responsible for carrying out family 
caregiver programs the Strategy, taking into 
account the most recent annual report sub-
mitted under section 4(d)(1)— 

(A) to reflect new developments, chal-
lenges, opportunities, and solutions; and 

(B) to review progress based on rec-
ommendations for recognizing and sup-
porting family caregivers in the Strategy 
and, based on the results of such review, rec-
ommend priority actions for improving the 
implementation of such recommendations, 
as appropriate. 

(e) PROCESS FOR PUBLIC INPUT.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a process for public 
input to inform the development of, and up-
dates to, the Strategy, including a process 
for the public to submit recommendations to 
the Advisory Council and an opportunity for 
public comment on the proposed Strategy. 

(f) NO PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this Act 
preempts any authority of a State or local 
government to recognize or support family 
caregivers. 

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to permit the 
Secretary (through regulation, guidance, 
grant criteria, or otherwise) to— 

(1) mandate, direct, or control the alloca-
tion of State or local resources; 

(2) mandate the use of any of the best prac-
tices identified in the reports required under 
this Act; or 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:25 Sep 27, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00043 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G26SE6.043 S26SEPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES6140 September 26, 2017 
(3) otherwise expand the authority of the 

Secretary beyond that expressly provided to 
the Secretary in this Act. 
SEC. 4. FAMILY CAREGIVING ADVISORY COUNCIL. 

(a) CONVENING.—The Secretary shall con-
vene a Family Caregiving Advisory Council 
to advise and provide recommendations, in-
cluding identified best practices, to the Sec-
retary on recognizing and supporting family 
caregivers. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The members of the Advi-

sory Council shall consist of— 
(A) the appointed members under para-

graph (2); and 
(B) the Federal members under paragraph 

(3). 
(2) APPOINTED MEMBERS.—In addition to 

the Federal members under paragraph (3), 
the Secretary shall appoint not more than 15 
voting members of the Advisory Council who 
are not representatives of Federal depart-
ments or agencies and who shall include at 
least one representative of each of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) Family caregivers. 
(B) Older adults with long-term services 

and supports needs. 
(C) Individuals with disabilities. 
(D) Health care and social service pro-

viders. 
(E) Long-term services and supports pro-

viders. 
(F) Employers. 
(G) Paraprofessional workers. 
(H) State and local officials. 
(I) Accreditation bodies. 
(J) Veterans. 
(K) As appropriate, other experts and advo-

cacy organizations engaged in family 
caregiving. 

(3) FEDERAL MEMBERS.—The Federal mem-
bers of the Advisory Council, who shall be 
nonvoting members, shall consist of the fol-
lowing: 

(A) The Administrator of the Centers for 
Medicare & Medicaid Services (or the Admin-
istrator’s designee). 

(B) The Administrator of the Administra-
tion for Community Living (or the Adminis-
trator’s designee who has experience in both 
aging and disability). 

(C) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs (or 
the Secretary’s designee). 

(D) The heads of other Federal depart-
ments or agencies (or their designees), in-
cluding relevant departments or agencies 
that oversee labor and workforce, economic, 
government financial policies, community 
service, and other impacted populations, as 
appointed by the Secretary or the Chair of 
the Advisory Council. 

(4) DIVERSE REPRESENTATION.—The Sec-
retary shall ensure that the membership of 
the Advisory Council reflects the diversity of 
family caregivers and individuals receiving 
services and supports. 

(c) MEETINGS.—The Advisory Council shall 
meet quarterly during the 1-year period be-
ginning on the date of enactment of this Act 
and at least three times during each year 
thereafter. Meetings of the Advisory Council 
shall be open to the public. 

(d) ADVISORY COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORTS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months 

after the date of enactment of this Act, and 
annually thereafter, the Advisory Council 
shall submit to the Secretary, the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions and the Special Committee on 
Aging of the Senate, the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce of the House of 
Representatives, and the State agencies re-
sponsible for carrying out family caregiver 
programs, and make publically available on 
the internet website of the Department of 
Health and Human Services, a report con-

cerning the development, maintenance, and 
updating of the Strategy, including a de-
scription of the outcomes of the rec-
ommendations and any priorities included in 
the initial report pursuant to paragraph (2), 
as appropriate. 

(2) INITIAL REPORT.—The Advisory Coun-
cil’s initial report under paragraph (1) shall 
include— 

(A) an inventory and assessment of all fed-
erally funded efforts to recognize and sup-
port family caregivers and the outcomes of 
such efforts, including analyses of the extent 
to which federally funded efforts are reach-
ing family caregivers and gaps in such ef-
forts; 

(B) recommendations— 
(i) to improve and better coordinate Fed-

eral programs and activities to recognize and 
support family caregivers, as well as oppor-
tunities to improve the coordination of such 
Federal programs and activities with State 
programs; and 

(ii) to effectively deliver services based on 
the performance, mission, and purpose of a 
program while eliminating redundancies, 
avoiding unnecessary duplication and over-
lap, and ensuring the needs of family care-
givers are met; 

(C) the identification of challenges faced 
by family caregivers, including financial, 
health, and other challenges, and existing 
approaches to address such challenges; and 

(D) an evaluation of how family caregiving 
impacts the Medicare program, the Medicaid 
program, and other Federal programs. 

(e) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Fed-
eral Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) 
shall not apply to the Advisory Council. 
SEC. 5. FUNDING. 

No additional funds are authorized to be 
appropriated to carry out this Act. This Act 
shall be carried out using funds otherwise 
authorized. . 
SEC. 6. SUNSET PROVISION. 

The authority and obligations established 
by this Act shall terminate on the date that 
is 5 years after the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

SA 1102. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COL-
LINS) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 1028, to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a Family 
Caregiving Strategy, and for other pur-
poses; as follows: 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘A bill to 
provide for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a Family Caregiving Strategy, and 
for other purposes.’’. 

SA 1103. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) 
proposed an amendment to the resolu-
tion S. Res. 114, expressing the sense of 
the Senate on humanitarian crises in 
Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, and 
Yemen; as follows: 

Strike all after the resolving clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SENSE OF THE SENATE. 

It is the sense of the Senate that— 
(1) an urgent and comprehensive inter-

national diplomatic effort is necessary to ad-
dress obstacles in Nigeria, Somalia, South 
Sudan, and Yemen that are preventing hu-
manitarian aid from being delivered to mil-
lions of people who desperately need it; 

(2) the United States should encourage 
other governments to join in providing the 
resources necessary to address the humani-
tarian crises in Nigeria, Somalia, South 
Sudan, and Yemen; 

(3) parties to the conflicts in Nigeria, So-
malia, South Sudan, and Yemen should allow 
and facilitate rapid and unimpeded passage 

of humanitarian relief for civilians in need 
and respect and protect humanitarian and 
medical relief personnel and objects; 

(4) the United States, working with inter-
national partners, should support efforts to 
hold accountable those responsible for delib-
erate restrictions on humanitarian access in 
Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, and Yemen; 
and 

(5) the contributions of charities, non-prof-
it organizations, religious organizations, and 
businesses of the United States have an im-
portant role in addressing humanitarian cri-
ses. 
SEC. 2. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

Nothing in this resolution shall be con-
strued as a declaration of war or authoriza-
tion to use force. 

SA 1104. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. 
HIRONO) proposed an amendment to the 
bill S. 504, to permanently authorize 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
Business Travel Card Program; as fol-
lows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation Business Travel Cards 
Act of 2017’’. 
SEC. 2. ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERATION 

BUSINESS TRAVEL CARDS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subtitle B of title IV of 

the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
211 et seq.) is amended by inserting after sec-
tion 417 the following: 
‘‘SEC. 418. ASIA-PACIFIC ECONOMIC COOPERA-

TION BUSINESS TRAVEL CARDS. 
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection is au-
thorized to issue an Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation Business Travel Card (referred 
to in this section as an ‘ABT Card’) to any 
individual described in subsection (b). 

‘‘(b) CARD ISSUANCE.—An individual de-
scribed in this subsection is an individual 
who— 

‘‘(1) is a citizen of the United States; 
‘‘(2) has been approved and is in good 

standing in an existing international trusted 
traveler program of the Department; and 

‘‘(3) is— 
‘‘(A) engaged in business in the Asia-Pa-

cific region, as determined by the Commis-
sioner of U.S. Customs and Border Protec-
tion; or 

‘‘(B) a United States Government official 
actively engaged in Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation business, as determined by the 
Commissioner of U.S. Customs and Border 
Protection. 

‘‘(c) INTEGRATION WITH EXISTING TRAVEL 
PROGRAMS.—The Commissioner of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection shall integrate 
application procedures for, and issuance, re-
newal, and revocation of, ABT Cards with ex-
isting international trusted traveler pro-
grams of the Department. 

‘‘(d) COOPERATION WITH PRIVATE ENTITIES 
AND NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS.—In 
carrying out this section, the Commissioner 
of U.S. Customs and Border Protection may 
consult with appropriate private sector enti-
ties and nongovernmental organizations, in-
cluding academic institutions. 

‘‘(e) FEE.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall— 
‘‘(A) prescribe and collect a fee for the 

issuance and renewal of ABT Cards; and 
‘‘(B) adjust such fee to the extent the Com-

missioner determines necessary to comply 
with paragraph (2). 

‘‘(2) LIMITATION.—The Commissioner of 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
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ensure that the total amount of the fees col-
lected under paragraph (1) during any fiscal 
year is sufficient to offset the direct and in-
direct costs associated with carrying out 
this section during such fiscal year, includ-
ing the costs associated with operating and 
maintaining the ABT Card issuance and re-
newal processes. 

‘‘(3) ACCOUNT FOR COLLECTIONS.—There is 
established in the Treasury of the United 
States an ‘Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Card Account’ into 
which the fees collected under paragraph (1) 
shall be deposited as offsetting receipts. 

‘‘(4) USE OF FUNDS.—Amounts deposited 
into the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation 
Business Travel Card Account established 
under paragraph (3) shall— 

‘‘(A) be credited to the appropriate account 
of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection 
for expenses incurred in carrying out this 
section; and 

‘‘(B) remain available until expended. 
‘‘(f) NOTIFICATION.—The Commissioner of 

U.S. Customs and Border Protection shall 
notify the Committee on Homeland Security 
of the House of Representatives and the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate not later 
than 60 days after the expenditures of funds 
to operate and provide ABT Card services be-
yond the amounts collected under subsection 
(e)(1). 

‘‘(g) TRUSTED TRAVELER PROGRAM DE-
FINED.—In this section, the term ‘trusted 
traveler program’ means a voluntary pro-
gram of the Department that allows U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection to expedite 
clearance of pre-approved, low-risk travelers 
arriving in the United States.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
contents in section 1(b) of the Homeland Se-
curity Act of 2002 is amended by inserting 
after the item relating to section 417 the fol-
lowing new item: 
‘‘Sec. 418. Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-

tion Business Travel Cards.’’. 
SEC. 3. ACCOUNT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the re-
peal of the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Cards Act of 2011 (Pub-
lic Law 112–54; 8 U.S.C. 1185 note) pursuant to 
section 4(b)(1), amounts deposited into the 
APEC Business Travel Card Account estab-
lished pursuant to such Act as of the date of 
the enactment of this Act are hereby trans-
ferred to the Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Card Account estab-
lished pursuant to section 418(e) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (as added by 
section 2(a) of this Act), and shall be avail-
able without regard to whether such 
amounts are expended in connection with ex-
penses incurred with respect to an ABT Card 
issued at any time before or after such date 
of enactment. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts deposited in 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Busi-
ness Travel Card Account established pursu-
ant to section 418(e) of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002, in addition to the purposes 
for which such amounts are available pursu-
ant to such subsection, shall also be avail-
able for expenditure in connection with ex-
penses incurred with respect to ABT Cards 
issued at any time before the date of the en-
actment of such section. 

(c) TERMINATION.—After the completion of 
the transfer described in subsection (a), the 
Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Business 
Travel Card Account established pursuant to 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation Busi-
ness Travel Cards Act of 2011 shall be closed. 
SEC. 4. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS AND RE-

PEAL. 
(a) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Section 

411(c) of section 411 of the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 211(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (17), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) by redesignating paragraph (18) as para-
graph (19); and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (17) the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(18) carry out section 418, relating to the 
issuance of Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion Business Travel Cards; and’’. 

(b) REPEAL.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Asia-Pacific Eco-

nomic Cooperation Business Travel Cards 
Act of 2011 (Public Law 112–54; 8 U.S.C. 1185 
note) is repealed. 

(2) SAVING CLAUSE.—Notwithstanding the 
repeal under paragraph (1), an ABT Card 
issued pursuant to the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Business Travel Cards 
Act of 2011 before the date of the enactment 
of this Act that, as of such date, is still 
valid, shall remain valid on and after such 
date until such time as such Card would oth-
erwise expire. 

SA 1105. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) 
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 
1057, to amend the Harmful Algal 
Bloom and Hypoxia Research and Con-
trol Act of 1998 to address harmful 
algal blooms, and for other purposes; as 
follows: 

Beginning on page 10, strike line 4 and all 
that follows through page 12, line 15 and in-
sert the following: 
SEC. 7. HYPOXIA OR HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM OF 

NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE. 
(a) RELIEF.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Upon a determination 

under subsection (b) that there is an event of 
national significance, the appropriate Fed-
eral official is authorized to make sums 
available to the affected State or local gov-
ernment for the purposes of assessing and 
mitigating the detrimental environmental, 
economic, subsistence use, and public health 
effects of the event of national significance. 

(2) FEDERAL SHARE.—The Federal share of 
the cost of any activity carried out under 
this subsection for the purposes described in 
paragraph (1) may not exceed 50 percent of 
the cost of that activity. 

(3) DONATIONS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, an appropriate Federal offi-
cial may accept donations of funds, services, 
facilities, materials, or equipment that the 
appropriate Federal official considers nec-
essary for the purposes described in para-
graph (1). Any funds donated to an appro-
priate Federal official under this paragraph 
may be expended without further appropria-
tion and without fiscal year limitation. 

(b) DETERMINATIONS.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the discretion of an ap-

propriate Federal official, or at the request 
of the Governor of an affected State, an ap-
propriate Federal official shall determine 
whether a hypoxia or harmful algal bloom 
event is an event of national significance. 

(2) CONSIDERATIONS.—In making a deter-
mination under paragraph (1), the appro-
priate Federal official shall consider the tox-
icity of the harmful algal bloom, the sever-
ity of the hypoxia, its potential to spread, 
the economic impact, the relative size in re-
lation to the past 5 occurrences of harmful 
algal blooms or hypoxia events that occur on 
a recurrent or annual basis, and the geo-
graphic scope, including the potential to af-
fect several municipalities, to affect more 
than 1 State, or to cross an international 
boundary. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 
(1) APPROPRIATE FEDERAL OFFICIAL.—The 

term ‘‘appropriate Federal official’’ means— 
(A) in the case of a marine or coastal hy-

poxia or harmful algal bloom event, the 

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere; and 

(B) in the case of a freshwater hypoxia or 
harmful algal bloom event, the Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

(2) EVENT OF NATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.—The 
term ‘‘event of national significance’’ means 
a hypoxia or harmful algal bloom event that 
has had or will likely have a significant det-
rimental environmental, economic, subsist-
ence use, or public health impact on an af-
fected State. 

(3) HYPOXIA OR HARMFUL ALGAL BLOOM 
EVENT.—The term ‘‘hypoxia or harmful algal 
bloom event’’ means the occurrence of hy-
poxia or a harmful algal bloom as a result of 
a natural, anthropogenic, or undetermined 
cause. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I have 8 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
The Committee on Armed Services is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, September 
26, 2017, at 10 a.m., in open session to 
consider the nomination of: 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 

AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Banking, Housing, 

and Urban Affairs is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, September 26, 2017, at 10 
a.m. to conduct a hearing entitled, 
‘‘Oversight of the U.S. Securities and 
Exchange Commission.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

The Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
in order to hold a hearing on Tuesday, 
September 26, 2017, at 10 a.m. in Room 
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, DC. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26, 2017 at 10:30 a.m., to hold a 
business meeting. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26, 2017 at 10:45 a.m., to hold a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘Managing Security 
Assistance to Support Foreign Policy.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate, on September 26, 2017 at 
10 a.m., in room SD–226 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building, to conduct a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘Special Counsels and 
the Separation of Powers.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE 
The Senate Select Committee on In-

telligence is authorized to meet during 
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