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became the 10th State to pass auto-
matic voter registration. Experts
project that it will result in 1 million
people being added to the registration
list. Estimates show that as many as 50
million eligible voters would be reg-
istered if we moved to automatic reg-
istration.

Another thing we can do to increase
turnout is to allow same-day voting. In
February, I introduced the Same Day
Voter Registration Act, a bill that will
allow people to register to vote on elec-
tion day. This reduces the burden of
voting and ensures that anyone who
forgets to register can go up there to
prove who they are and they can get
registered. Fifteen States have this—
not just blue States, but red States and
blue States. And they always tend to
be up at the top in the number of peo-
ple who vote.

We need to restore Americans’ con-
fidence in our election process and our
democracy, and we do that by wel-
coming people to vote.

A few years ago, I was fortunate
enough to go with Congressman LEWIS
on his yearly pilgrimage—his trip
where he takes people to the site of the
march to Montgomery. The weekend I
got to go was actually the moment 48
years to the weekend later. The White
police chief of Montgomery handed his
badge to Congressman LEWIS and gave
him that badge and apologized. He
apologized because their police depart-
ment at that time, 48 years before, had
not protected the African-American
marchers and those other citizens who
were there marching with them.

It took 48 years, but it happened. It
was an emotional trip, and it made you
think about those marchers and every-
thing they had done just to get the
right to vote. You see it in other coun-
tries where people will wait in line for
a day just to be able to have their say
in their own government. That is real-
ly what this is about. It is about a free-
dom—the freedoms that are guaranteed
in our Constitution. One of those is
that we can all participate. As long as
we make the rules, as long as we are el-
igible, we can all participate.

Today on National Voter Registra-
tion Day, I hope that people will join
me in celebrating the work of those
who are out there encouraging people
to vote and, of course, get out there
and register yourself so your own voice
can be heard.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 1101. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COLLINS)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1028, to
provide for the establishment and mainte-
nance of a Family Caregiving Strategy, and
for other purposes.

SA 1102. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COLLINS)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1028,
supra.

SA 1103. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) pro-
posed an amendment to the resolution S.
Res. 114, expressing the sense of the Senate
on humanitarian crises in Nigeria, Somalia,
South Sudan, and Yemen.
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SA 1104. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. HIRONO) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 504, to
permanently authorize the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation Business Travel Card
Program.

SA 1105. Mr. CORNYN (for Mr. LEE) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill S. 1057, to
amend the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hy-
poxia Research and Control Act of 1998 to ad-
dress harmful algal blooms, and for other
purposes.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 1101. Mr. CORNYN (for Ms. COL-
LINS) proposed an amendment to the
bill S. 1028, to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a Family
Caregiving Strategy, and for other pur-
poses; as follows:

Strike all after the enacting clause and in-
sert the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Recognize,
Assist, Include, Support, and Engage Family
Caregivers Act of 2017 or the “RAISE Fam-
ily Caregivers Act’.

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS.

In this Act:

(1) ADVISORY COUNCIL.—The term ‘Advi-
sory Council” means the Family Caregiving
Advisory Council convened under section 4.

(2) FAMILY CAREGIVER.—The term ‘‘family
caregiver’” means an adult family member or
other individual who has a significant rela-
tionship with, and who provides a broad
range of assistance to, an individual with a
chronic or other health condition, disability,
or functional limitation.

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary”
means the Secretary of Health and Human
Services.

(4) STRATEGY.—The term ‘‘Strategy”’
means the Family Caregiving Strategy set
forth under section 3.

SEC. 3. FAMILY CAREGIVING STRATEGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary, in con-
sultation with the heads of other appropriate
Federal agencies, shall develop jointly with
the Advisory Council and submit to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions and the Special Committee on
Aging of the Senate, the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce of the House of
Representatives, and the State agencies re-
sponsible for carrying out family caregiver
programs, and make publically available on
the internet website of the Department of
Health and Human Services, a Family
Caregiving Strategy.

(b) CONTENTS.—The Strategy shall identify
recommended actions that Federal (under
existing Federal programs), State, and local
governments, communities, health care pro-
viders, long-term services and supports pro-
viders, and others are taking, or may take,
to recognize and support family caregivers in
a manner that reflects their diverse needs,
including with respect to the following:

(1) Promoting greater adoption of person-
and family-centered care in all health and
long-term services and supports settings,
with the person receiving services and sup-
ports and the family caregiver (as appro-
priate) at the center of care teams.

(2) Assessment and service planning (in-
cluding care transitions and coordination)
involving family caregivers and care recipi-
ents.

(3) Information, education and training
supports, referral, and care coordination, in-
cluding with respect to hospice care, pallia-
tive care, and advance planning services.

(4) Respite options.

(5) Financial security and workplace
issues.
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(6) Delivering services based on the per-
formance, mission, and purpose of a program
while eliminating redundancies.

(c) DUTIES OF THE SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary (or the Secretary’s designee), in car-
rying out subsection (a), shall oversee the
following:

(1) Collecting and making publicly avail-
able information, submitted by the Advisory
Council under section 4(d) to the Committee
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
and the Special Committee on Aging of the
Senate, the Committee on Education and the
Workforce of the House of Representatives,
and the State agencies responsible for car-
rying out family caregiver programs, and
made publically available by the Secretary,
including evidence-based or promising prac-
tices and innovative models (both domestic
and foreign) regarding the provision of care
by family caregivers or support for family
caregivers.

(2) Coordinating and assessing existing
Federal Government programs and activities
to recognize and support family caregivers
while ensuring maximum effectiveness and
avoiding unnecessary duplication.

(3) Providing technical assistance, as ap-
propriate, such as disseminating identified
best practices and information sharing based
on reports provided under section 4(d), to
State or local efforts to support family care-
givers.

(d) INITIAL STRATEGY; UPDATES.—The Sec-
retary shall—

(1) not later than 18 months after the date
of enactment of this Act, develop, publish,
and submit to the Committee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions and the Spe-
cial Committee on Aging of the Senate, the
Committee on Education and the Workforce
of the House of Representatives, and the
State agencies responsible for carrying out
family caregiver programs, an initial Strat-
egy incorporating the items addressed in the
Advisory Council’s initial report under sec-
tion 4(d) and other relevant information, in-
cluding best practices, for recognizing and
supporting family caregivers; and

(2) biennially update, republish, and sub-
mit to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions and the Special Com-
mittee on Aging of the Senate, the Com-
mittee on Education and the Workforce of
the House of Representatives, and the State
agencies responsible for carrying out family
caregiver programs the Strategy, taking into
account the most recent annual report sub-
mitted under section 4(d)(1)—

(A) to reflect new developments,
lenges, opportunities, and solutions; and

(B) to review progress based on rec-
ommendations for recognizing and sup-
porting family caregivers in the Strategy
and, based on the results of such review, rec-
ommend priority actions for improving the
implementation of such recommendations,
as appropriate.

(e) PROCESS FOR PUBLIC INPUT.—The Sec-
retary shall establish a process for public
input to inform the development of, and up-
dates to, the Strategy, including a process
for the public to submit recommendations to
the Advisory Council and an opportunity for
public comment on the proposed Strategy.

(f) No PREEMPTION.—Nothing in this Act
preempts any authority of a State or local
government to recognize or support family
caregivers.

(g) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
this Act shall be construed to permit the
Secretary (through regulation, guidance,
grant criteria, or otherwise) to—

(1) mandate, direct, or control the alloca-
tion of State or local resources;

(2) mandate the use of any of the best prac-
tices identified in the reports required under
this Act; or
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