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NORTH KOREAN HUMAN RIGHTS 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to support H.R. 2061, the North Korean 
Human Rights Reauthorization Act of 2017. 
This is an important piece of legislation and I 
am pleased to support it. 

H.R. 2061 reinstates the North Korean 
Human Rights Act of 2004, which was origi-
nally designed to address the ‘‘deplorable 
human rights conditions’’ for North Koreans, 
as well as support various human rights 
groups and provide solutions toward perma-
nent resettlement for North Korean refugees. 
Since 2004, the United States has resettled 
244 North Korean refugees, making it the larg-
est refugee resettlement program in the world. 
However, Congress has found that human 
rights conditions still have not improved as ref-
ugees remain at risk of losing their lives. As 
Americans, we have an enduring bipartisan in-
terest to promote freedom for human rights, 
the transparency of human rights, and the im-
portance of refugee protection. As members of 
Congress, we should work with the United Na-
tions High Commission for Refugees to expe-
dite the resettlement of refugees, to increase 
our diplomatic efforts to cooperate with neigh-
boring countries, and to urge China to work 
with us to help tackle the status of North Ko-
rean refugees within their territory. 

I have seen, firsthand, the positive impact 
that refugees have had on my community. 
Clarkston, a city within my district, has re-
ceived over 40,000 refugees over the past 25 
years and almost 1,500 within the past year. 
These refugees have contributed to our econ-
omy and democracy. 

Clarkston embodies the American spirit, pro-
viding a chance to these individuals who left 
everything behind in the hopes of finding a 
better life here in America. I am proud of the 
hope and opportunity of what Clarkston stands 
for, and that is why I am pleased to support 
H.R. 2061. 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2824, INCREASING OPPOR-
TUNITY AND SUCCESS FOR CHIL-
DREN AND PARENTS THROUGH 
EVIDENCE-BASED HOME VIS-
ITING ACT; PROVIDING FOR CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2792, CON-
TROL UNLAWFUL FUGITIVE FEL-
ONS ACT OF 2017; AND FOR 
OTHER PURPOSES 

SPEECH OF 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, September 26, 2017 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
opposition to the Rules governing this under-
lying bill, H.R. 2792, introduced by Rep. KRISTI 
NOEM (R–SD) and Rep. SAM JOHNSON (R– 
TX). 

I oppose the bill for the following reasons: 
SSI is a needs-based program for people 

with limited income and resources. 
It will terminate essential benefits of poor 

people. 
It will deprive poor people of due process. 
It will increase mass incarceration. 
My amendment would have remedied these 

criminal justice defects in H.R. 2792, which 
struck the arrest warrant language because 
(1) it recklessly targets vulnerable and inno-
cent individuals; (2) this bill deprives citizens 
of due process, particularly where many poor 
individuals are completely unaware of any 
pending warrant, and (4) there have been 
cases in which warrants were either decades 
old or, in many instances, it was a matter of 
a mistaken identity. 

The underlying bill amends the Social Secu-
rity Act (SSA) to make certain revisions that 
limit payment of benefits to fugitive felons 
under titles II, VIII, and XVI of the (SSA), by 
prohibiting Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI) payments to individuals with an out-
standing felony warrant or parole or probation 
violation. 

Almost none of the individuals who would 
be affected by this provision are actual fugi-
tives from justice and most of the warrants in 
question are many years old and involve 
minor infractions,’’ the Consortium for Citizens 
with Disabilities said in a letter to Senators 
who tried to implement this policy. 

This bill is merely a continuation of Presi-
dent Trump’s $1.7 trillion budget cuts of pro-
grams designed to help the millions of poor 
and low-income families that need these pro-
grams for survival. 

Plainly stated, this bill will terminate SSI 
benefits of very low-income seniors and peo-
ple with disabilities, because SSI is granted 
based on financial need. 

In creating this bill, the sponsors essentially 
agree that it is best to incarcerate economi-
cally vulnerable people in order to fund the 
Maternal Infant Early Childhood Home Visiting 
program (MIECHV). 

As the Center for Law and Social Policy, a 
nonprofit group focused on low-income Ameri-

cans, previously reported of the Trump’s budg-
et scheme, this bill would likewise, create an 
overall assault on a wide range of ordinary 
Americans for the purpose of providing tax 
cuts to the wealthiest. 

My Democratic colleagues on Ways and 
Means offered amendments to fully pay for a 
5-year reauthorization of the MIECHV program 
and doubling the funding by closing a tax 
loophole called the ‘‘stretch IRA’’. Republicans 
however, would not let my colleagues vote on 
those amendments. 

My amendment and those of my colleagues 
would have made this bad bill a lot more pal-
atable. 

Instead, the Republicans have chosen, once 
again, to lock people up, and do so in a man-
ner that deprives poor people of their sole 
source of income, while purporting to safe-
guard against fugitive felons that are recipients 
of these SSI benefits. 

This bill is unnecessary because under cur-
rent law, SSI and Social Security payments 
are already prohibited to people fleeing pros-
ecution or confinement. 

Most alarming, this bill will terminate these 
benefits without any judicial determination of 
guilt, and thus, usurping recipients’ rights to 
due process. 

The presumption of ‘‘innocent until proven 
guilty’’ is the constitutional principle at the bed-
rock of our criminal justice system. This prin-
ciple guarantees that the government cannot 
deprive citizens of their rights without due 
process of the law. 

The bill maintains that payments could be 
immediately restored once the individual re-
solves any outstanding issues, a potentially 
lengthy and time-consuming process. 

Ask the thousands of individuals swept 
under this broad policy if that is true. SSA al-
ready tried to implement this very ill-advised 
policy and it resulted in thousands of court 
challenges in 2009 forcing the agency to 
repay billions of dollars it had withheld from 
people deemed fugitives. 

For example, Miami resident Joseph 
Sutrynowics’ Social Security Disability Insur-
ance benefits were halted in 2008 because of 
a bad check he’d written to cover groceries in 
Texas more than a decade earlier. 

Under this policy, SSA agreed to repay 
$700 million in benefits that were withheld 
from 80,000 people whose benefits have been 
suspended or denied since January 1, 2007 in 
the Martinez v. Astrue case. SSA could also, 
reportedly, repay close to $1 billion in benefits 
to 140,000 individuals in the Clark v. Astrue 
case. 

We have already tried this before and failed 
miserably. Let us not waste tax payers’ money 
in litigation, while causing poor folks to go 
hungry. As the old adage says: ‘‘don’t con-
tinue to do the same thing and expect a dif-
ferent result, that’s insanity’’. 

Past experiences proved that this policy was 
detrimental then, and it is so now. It will fur-
ther exacerbate the epic tragedy of mass in-
carceration, and the attendant costs incurred 
by taxpayers, particularly in the well-docu-
mented higher cost of incarcerating the elderly 
and those in poor health. 
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Even conservative coalitions like Freedom 

Works, American Conservative Union Founda-
tion, Generation Opportunity, and Taxpayers 
Protection Alliance agreed that mass incarcer-
ation is extremely costly to taxpayers. 

In addition to tax dollars in litigation fees, in-
carceration cost taxpayers $407.58 per person 
per day and $148,767 per person per year. 

Criminalizing poor individuals, depriving 
them of their social security income benefits, 
and increasing the incarceration rate in this 
fashion will not solve the fugitive problem this 
bill purports it will do. 

In fact, this bill will expand existing problems 
of mass incarceration by increasing the likeli-
hood for recidivism. Statistics show that incar-
ceration does not serve as deterrence, nor 
does it keep our communities safe. 

For the reasons stated above, I oppose this 
Rule and the underlying bill. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 100 YEAR ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE MONTEREY 
COUNTY FARM BUREAU 

HON. JIMMY PANETTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask my colleagues in the House join me in 
congratulating the Monterey County Farm Bu-
reau on the occasion of their 100th Anniver-
sary. Throughout the last century, the Bureau 
has assisted ranchers and farmers with crop 
cultivation and production. Over time, the or-
ganization has grown to become one of the 
region’s most important economic institutions. 
In 1951, the Bureau formed various commit-
tees such as the Dairy, Field Crops, Grain Im-
provement, Tomato Growers, Tax and Legisla-
tion, Farm Service, and Water Problems Com-
mittees to ensure that farmers had the support 
needed to overcome challenges in farming. 
Under the direction of William ‘‘Bill’’ Barker, 
who served as a leader for the Bureau from 
1956 until his passing in 1999, Monterey 
County Farm Bureau continued to develop its 
ability to meet the needs of local farmers and 
ranchers. Throughout its history, the Bureau 
has invested time and effort into ensuring that 
local programs, such as Ag Extension, were 
available to the community. These local part-
nerships have been integral to the success of 
the agricultural industry in my district. 

Behind the economic might of agriculture on 
the central coast of California are individuals 
that work on the farms and ranches. As an or-
ganization, Monterey County Farm Bureau 
supports local farmers and ranchers by serv-
ing as a collective voice for agricultural firms 
and by providing them with the information, 
benefits, and services they need to succeed. 
By collaborating with various agricultural insti-
tutions, the Bureau supports farmers by help-
ing them deal with the complex issues facing 
the agricultural community such as labor, land 
use, and water policies. The group also pro-
vides a vital voice for local agricultural firms by 
advocating for them on the local, state, and 
national level. At the 2014 California Farm Bu-
reau Federation’s Annual Meeting, Monterey 
County received a County of the Year award 
for excellence in activities including member-
ship, policy implementation, leadership agricul-
tural education, and public relations. This is a 

testament to the hard work and tradition of ex-
cellence of the Bureau. 

As the organization celebrates its centennial 
anniversary, I am proud to commend Mon-
terey County Farm Bureau for its continued 
support of those working in agriculture in my 
district where crop cultivation is the corner-
stone of the economy. Over the past century, 
Monterey County’s agriculture industry has 
grown exponentially and now provides much 
of the nation’s lettuce, strawberries, broccoli, 
wine grapes, and over 100 specialty crops. 
Monterey County Farm Bureau’s support of 
farmers and ranchers in my district has un-
doubtedly helped establish regions like the Sa-
linas Valley as the uncontested Salad Bowl of 
the World. Mr. Speaker, I ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Monterey 
County Farm Bureau on 100 years of excel-
lence. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BETHEL AFRI-
CAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH AND ITS CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO THE COMMUNITY OF 
MEADVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. MIKE KELLY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to recognize the Bethel African 
Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church of Mead-
ville, Pennsylvania, and the important contribu-
tions it has made to the Meadville area for 
over 160 years. Since its foundation in 1849 
by the Reverend Jacob Parmer, Bethel AME 
has advanced a vision of outreach and en-
gagement through its vibrant faith community. 

The church’s present location was con-
structed in Meadville. This site, according to 
Gary DeSantis writing in the Meadville Tribune 
on September 2, 2016, was once used by a 
former slave from Maryland named Richard 
Henderson to ‘‘provide shelter for 500 or more 
slaves escaping the Southern slave holders.’’ 
This stop on the Underground Railroad gave 
refuge to escapees traveling through the 
northern states on their way to Canada. 

As the challenges facing our country and 
our local communities have shifted over time, 
Bethel AME has been a constant presence in 
Meadville. Today its community outreach in-
cludes youth drama productions, a women’s 
ministry, outreach to senior citizens, and many 
other valuable programs and ministries in 
Meadville. 

I am proud to represent the clergy and pa-
rishioners of Bethel AME in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Their history and their present 
contributions to the community are a credit to 
the City of Meadville, to Crawford County, and 
to Pennsylvania’s Third District. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CHIEF MASTER 
SERGEANT GARRETT EDMOND 
ON HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the retirement of Chief Mas-

ter Sergeant Garrett Edmond, who I have had 
the privilege of working with for many years. 

CMSgt Garrett Edmond began career his 
with the United States Airforce when he en-
listed in August, 1985 as an Airman First 
Class at Warner Robbins Air Force Base in 
Georgia. He deployed overseas and served 
our country during Desert Storm, Operation Al-
lied Forces, and Operation Southern Watch. 
Throughout his career, CMSgt Edmond partici-
pated in numerous humanitarian projects in 
the Caribbean and Central and South Amer-
ica. He worked diligently protecting our coun-
try and achieved the rank of Chief Master Ser-
geant in 2005. This is the highest enlisted 
rank one can obtain as well as the ninth high-
est rank in the Air Force overall. 

In recognition of his invaluable contributions 
to the Air Force, he has received numerous 
medals during his service, including the De-
fense Meritorious Service Medal with one oak 
leaf cluster. This Medal is awarded to those 
who display exceptional non-combat achieve-
ments or commendable service. He has also 
received the Air Force Commendation Medal 
and the Joint Service Achievement Medal with 
two oak leaf clusters. All of the medals and 
awards he has received an indication of his 
great service to our country. 

I have worked closely with CMSgt Edmond 
over the years. He has been an instrumental 
addition to the Academy Day I host which pro-
vides information to high school students who 
have an interest in joining our Armed Forces. 
His dedication to our country and our youth is 
commendable. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
Chief Master Sergeant Garrett Edmond for his 
tremendous service to our nation, and I ask 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing this 
remarkable individual. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI SOLDIER ARMY 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS (PFC) 
WILLIAM BRANDON DAWSON 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, I am 
humbled to rise today in memory of Army Pri-
vate First Class (PFC) William Brandon Daw-
son who died while in service to our nation on 
September 24, 2010, during Operation Endur-
ing Freedom. PFC Dawson was killed when 
an explosive device detonated close to his 
military vehicle near Combat Outpost Carwile, 
Afghanistan. Private First Class (PFC) Jaysine 
P.S. Petree of Yigo, Guam was also killed. 

PFC Dawson was assigned to the 17th 
Combat Sustainment Support Battalion, 3rd 
Maneuver Enhancement Brigade, Fort Rich-
ardson, Alaska. According to the Associated 
Press, PFC Dawson served as a motor trans-
port operator. He was assigned to Fort Rich-
ardson in February 2010. 

PFC Dawson, a Tunica, Mississippi native, 
joined the U.S. Army in 2009 shortly after he 
graduated from Rosa Fort High School Rev-
erend Willie Dawson, Jr., PFC Dawson’s fa-
ther, said his son was ambitious and talked 
about pursuing a career in politics. ‘‘He told 
me he wanted to be a senator. He could do 
so many different things,’’ Rev. Dawson said. 
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‘‘He made a career choice and he had all the 
support of his family. He wanted to drive 
trucks and he wanted to serve his country.’’ 

A number of friends and family members 
posted a tribute to PFC Dawson on a memo-
rial website. Pennie Smith, PFC Dawson’s 
cousin, praised the soldier for his service. 
‘‘Thank you, Brandon and all the brave and 
courageous soldiers that fight and die for our 
freedom,’’ Smith wrote. ‘‘I hadn’t seen Bran-
don since he joined the military, but he was 
family and I loved him. I pray everyone con-
tinues to remember, respect, and honor this 
fallen hero!’’ 

In 2014, the Tunica County Education Foun-
dation created the Private First Class (PFC) 
William Brandon Dawson Memorial Scholar-
ship program in his honor. The foundation cre-
ators wrote a tribute to PFC Dawson that de-
tails the reasons for establishing the scholar-
ship, ‘‘Private First Class William Brandon 
Dawson served in the United States Army in 
Afghanistan during Operation Enduring Free-
dom. He made the ultimate sacrifice for his 
country and his community on September 24, 
2010, and this scholarship has been estab-
lished to honor his memory, bravery, char-
acter, and commitment.’’ 

PFC Dawson is survived by his parents, 
Reverend Willie Dawson, Jr. and Quita 
Weeden-Dawson, his stepfather, Elton 
Tresvant; his grandparents, Marilyn Williams, 
Willie Dawson, Sr. and Shirley Dawson, Joe 
Dan Weeden and Julia Weeden; his four 
brothers, Joseph Dawson, David Dawson, 
Daniel Dawson, and Elijah Dawson; his three 
sisters, Gabrielle Dawson, Whitney Robinson, 
and Kelli Campbell; his uncle, Larry Williams; 
his aunt, Phillis Williams; his four cousins, 
Kashia Williams, Erving Nelson Williams, 
Pennie Smith, and Adam Williams. 

PFC Dawson proudly served our nation to 
protect the freedoms we all enjoy. His service 
will always be remembered. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DEBBIE 
WATROUS AND HER SERVICE TO 
NEW HAMPSHIRE HUMANITIES 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to offer my sincere grati-
tude for Debbie Watrous and her 24 remark-
able years of service to New Hampshire Hu-
manities. 

Debbie’s time and dedication to serve our 
state through this organization has been an in-
valuable contribution, and I congratulate and 
thank her on her tremendous achievements. 
Through her role as the Development Director, 
Director of Special Projects, Associate Direc-
tor, and most recently as Executive Director, 
Debbie helped make public programming 
more accessible. Her work allowed more 
Granite Staters to discover culture, history, 
and new ideas. 

Now, Debbie will continue her career in 
service to others with a new position at 
FoodCorps, where she will work to ensure that 
children in every school have access to nutri-
tious food so they can live healthier lives and 
reach their full potential. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 

benefitted from Debbie’s work, I thank her for 
her many years of service to the Granite 
State, and wish her the best of luck in her new 
role. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BYRON BUNK-
ER FOR RECEIVING THE SAMUEL 
J. HEYMAN SERVICE TO AMER-
ICA MEDAL 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Byron Bunker for receiving the 
Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medal. 
Mr. Bunker’s work as Director of Compliance 
Programs for the Environmental Protection 
Agency was key to uncovering Volkswagen 
Group’s automotive emissions evasion 
scheme and safeguarding public health. 

Since 1999, Mr. Bunker has worked for the 
EPA’s National Vehicle and Fuel Emissions 
Laboratory in Ann Arbor, Michigan, which con-
ducts tests to certify that vehicles and engines 
meet the United States’ emissions and fuel 
economy standards. As Director of the 
NVFEL’s Compliance Division, Mr. Bunker 
tests automobiles and their components to en-
sure that they comply with clean air regula-
tions. Working in conjunction with academic 
researchers and other federal officials, Mr. 
Bunker helped uncover and halt a scheme by 
Volkswagen to evade emissions standards 
through the use of software designed to inten-
tionally fool regulators about the true emis-
sions levels of its diesel vehicles. This dis-
covery eventually resulted in the largest pen-
alty ever levied against a car manufacturer 
and helped lay the foundation for additional 
criminal investigations. These have resulted in 
$4.3 billion in civil and criminal penalties, as 
well as indictments against Volkswagen ex-
ecutives. 

Mr. Bunker’s expertise and tireless efforts 
played a critical role in uncovering this wrong-
doing and underscore the importance of the 
EPA’s enforcement efforts. As a result of Mr. 
Bunker’s work, the EPA was not only able to 
detect a sophisticated and widespread emis-
sions evasion scheme, but also strengthen its 
testing procedures to prevent similar decep-
tions in the future. Through his rigorous work 
and collaboration with other officials in the 
EPA, Mr. Bunker has been an important driver 
of efforts to protect Americans’ health and the 
environment, and it is my hope that he con-
tinues to effectively safeguard public health 
and safety in the years ahead. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Byron Bunker for being awarded 
the Samuel J. Heyman Service to America 
Medal. Mr. Bunker’s rigorous enforcement 
work has been important in protecting public 
health and safety. 

IN RECOGNITION OF SUICIDE PRE-
VENTION MONTH AND THE NEED 
TO COMBAT VETERAN SUICIDE 

HON. PETER T. KING 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. KING of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Suicide Prevention 
Month and to draw attention to the continuing 
fight against veteran suicide. 

Sadly, approximately 20 veterans take their 
own lives every day. In August 2016 the Vet-
erans Administration released a comprehen-
sive report on veteran suicide. Among the dis-
turbing statistics in this report, it was revealed 
that though veterans make up 8.5 percent of 
the U.S. population, they accounted for 18 
percent of suicides in 2014. This report also 
showed that we lost more veterans to suicide 
in 2014 than soldiers to the battlefield during 
Operations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Free-
dom combined. It is clear that for many vet-
erans a more arduous battle with PTSD and 
mental illness arises after they return from 
combat. 

That is why I am a proud sponsor of H.R. 
411, the Veteran Suicide Prevention Act. This 
bill would require the VA to complete a pub-
licly available review of the deaths of veterans 
who died by suicide during the preceding five- 
year period. The review would include key 
facts, such as the total number of veterans 
who have died by suicide, a comprehensive 
list of the medications prescribed to and found 
in the systems of such veterans, the percent-
age of such veterans with combat experience 
or trauma, Veterans Health Administration fa-
cilities with disproportionately high rates of 
psychiatric drug prescriptions and suicide 
among veterans, and recommendations to im-
prove the safety and well-being of veterans. 

This review would provide vital information 
for identifying risk factors for suicide and im-
proving mental healthcare for veterans. It is 
through gaining this understanding of the 
needs of veterans that we can work to stop 
this terrible epidemic. 

f 

HONORING THE 80TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF KSRO 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with my colleague Congressman MIKE 
THOMPSON, to recognize the 80th anniversary 
of Sonoma County’s KSRO radio station. 

When the station first began broadcasting in 
1937, KSRO was California’s largest radio sta-
tion north of the Golden Gate Bridge. Origi-
nally located in an old Navy Air Station, KSRO 
provided homecare, music, and news pro-
grams throughout the 1940s and 1950s. The 
station adopted several formats over the years 
to match the interests of the day, leaning more 
heavily into music programming by the 1960s 
before transitioning into a talk and news cen-
tered station in 1987, a format the station con-
tinues to maintain to this day. 
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As KSRO continued to grow in listeners and 

programming, so too did the station’s broad-
casting talent. Some of the region’s most pop-
ular broadcasters built their careers at the sta-
tion, including Jim Grady, Merle Ross, Reg 
Lester, David Wesley Page, Curtiss Kim, and 
Steve Jaxon, to name a few. Some of the sta-
tion’s current broadcasters have been radio 
mainstays across the region for over 30 years. 

During KSRO’s 80 years of broadcasting, 
the station has played a critical role in keeping 
the region informed of the most pressing local 
and national news. By providing a platform for 
debate and discussion the station has also 
been instrumental in shaping public discourse 
year after year. The station’s weather reports 
and emergency broadcasts have helped to 
save lives in a region prone to flooding, 
wildfires, and sudden storms. 

Today, KSRO serves as more than just a 
drive-time distraction during a morning com-
mute, but rather a familiar voice to a diverse 
community of people from all walks of life. And 
at a time when our sources of information are 
increasingly fragmented and tailored for indi-
vidual needs and tastes, stations like KSRO 
are that much money important for creating 
and maintaining a shared sense of community. 

Mr. Speaker, KSRO has been a critical pro-
vider of pressing news and information to the 
public, while facilitating public discourse in the 
North Bay. It is therefore fitting to congratulate 
the employees, owners, and management of 
KSRO on their 80-year anniversary. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DYSAUTONOMIA 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise once again to recognize the millions that 
fight each day against dysautonomia. 
Dysautonomia is a group of debilitating med-
ical conditions that result in a malfunction of 
the autonomic nervous system. This system is 
responsible for ‘‘automatic’’ bodily functions 
such as respiration, heart rate, blood pressure, 
digestion, and temperature control, things that 
many of us have the luxury of taking for grant-
ed. Dysautonomia continues to significantly 
impact people of any age, gender, race or 
background across our nation, including many 
individuals living in Western New York. 

As is, dysautonomia can be extremely de-
bilitating and often accompanied by the un-
seen symptom of social isolation. Some forms 
result in death, causing tremendous pain and 
suffering for those impacted and their loved 
ones. The stress on the families extends as 
well to the financial hardships that deserve 
recognition and better solutions. I am proud to 
affirm that the outstanding character and 
strong moral fiber of those in the Western 
New York community who have provided the 
much needed support for the victims suffering 
from dysautonomia. It remains especially cru-
cial for the community to recognize, rally 
around and support those so affected as they 
continue their hard fought battle against this 
disease. 

Dysautonomia awareness is monumental in 
the early detection of the disease due to the 
fact that most patients take years to be prop-

erly diagnosed. Dysautonomia International, a 
non-profit organization that advocates on be-
half of patients living with dysautonomia, en-
courages communities to deepen their under-
standing and be mindful of this challenging 
condition especially during Dysautonomia 
Awareness Month each October. 

The tireless efforts of the dysautonomia 
community to increase research and acces-
sible services will be recognized on Sunday, 
October 1 in my Congressional District as the 
color turquoise will bathe Niagara Falls and 
the Peace Bridge in the light of care, concern 
and continuing the fight to improve the lives of 
individuals living with this chronic condition. 

Currently, Dysautonomia International is 
funding research to develop more substantial 
treatments to help patients get diagnosed and 
treated earlier, save lives, foster support for in-
dividuals and families and hopefully find a 
cure for all forms of this condition in the future. 

It is imperative that we also recognize the 
contributions of the professional medical com-
munity, patients, family members and advo-
cates who are working to educate our citizenly 
about dysautonomia throughout Western New 
York. They are deserving of our gratitude, rec-
ognition, respect and greater understanding. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you for allowing me a 
few moments to recognize Dysautonomia 
Awareness Month. I ask that my colleagues 
join me in support for those suffering from the 
devastating medical condition and encourage 
them to spread awareness across our nation 
throughout and beyond the month of October. 

f 

HONORING DORTHA SCOTT 

HON. BRUCE WESTERMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the work of Dortha Scott of Mount 
Ida, Arkansas. Ms. Scott may not be a house-
hold name across America, but chances are 
each American has held a piece of her art. Fif-
teen years ago, former Gov. Mike Huckabee 
selected Ms. Scott’s design for the quarter 
honoring Arkansas’ admission to the Union as 
the 25th state. Her design, recognizing the 
Fourth Congressional District’s Crater of Dia-
monds State Park, along with some of our 
state’s most recognized icons including a stalk 
of rice, forests, and a mallard duck, show-
cased the best of the Natural State. In all, 
more than 457 million Arkansas state quarters 
were minted, a wonderful honor for a talented 
Arkansan. Mr. Speaker, I thank Ms. Scott for 
her vision, her talent, and her dedication to Ar-
kansas. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO SARCOXIE 
HIGH SCHOOL ARCHERY TEAM 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate the Sarcoxie High School archery 
team on their recent victory in the National 
Archery in the Schools Program (NASP) tour-
nament in which they were named national 
champions. 

The NASP tournament was held in Louis-
ville, Kentucky. The tournament had almost 
15,000 young archers competing from 670 dif-
ferent schools. Missouri alone had 857 student 
archers from 45 different schools. 

Sarcoxie’s team won the national champion-
ship and broke a few records in the process. 
Sarcoxie is also the smallest school to have 
won this prestigious national championship. 
This outstanding archery team also set the 
record for the highest NASP national tour-
nament team score. The team achieved a 
score of 3,465 out of a possible 3,600. In ad-
dition to Sarcoxie’s achievements, a total of 
five Missouri schools were in the top 10 of this 
competition 

I am honored to recognize the record setting 
achievements of the Sarcoxie High School 
archery team. On behalf of Missouri’s 7th 
Congressional District, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in wishing the Sarcoxie 
High School archery team many congratula-
tions and best wishes for the future. 

f 

HONORING ANTHONY JAMES 
ANTONIOU 

HON. LEE M. ZELDIN 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Anthony James Antoniou of Miller 
Place, a true American hero, who passed 
away at 93 years old on September 18, 2017. 

Anthony was a highly decorated World War 
II Paratrooper of the 82nd Airborne Division, 
505th Parachute Infantry Regiment (PIR), who 
was a proud Silver Star recipient with two 
Bronze Star Medals, five Purple Hearts, two 
Presidential Citations and numerous other Eu-
ropean Medals. In addition, Mr. Antoniou re-
ceived the distinction of Chevalier, or Knight, 
of the Legion of Honor. He fought in six major 
campaigns, performed seven river crossings 
and 4 combat jumps. Additionally, Anthony 
had the privilege of fighting alongside General 
(slim Jim) Gavin, who personally decorated 
him. 

Mr. Speaker, Anthony Antoniou is a true 
American hero of America’s greatest genera-
tion who said the best time of his life was 
serving his country. His stories have been 
shared with his family for years, and I hope 
his legacy and love for his country continues 
to be shared for generations to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DYSTONIA 
AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. JANICE D. SCHAKOWSKY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the month of September as 
Dystonia Awareness Month. I also want to ex-
press my appreciation to the Farber family— 
Joel, Harriett and Beth—for their tireless work 
on behalf of those living with dystonia and 
those who care for them. Their work with the 
Dystonia Medical Research Foundation has 
made important contributions to our aware-
ness of dystonia and the need for greater re-
search, and I am proud to have them as my 
constituents. 
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Today at least 300,000 people in North 

America suffer from dystonia, a neurological 
movement disorder that causes muscles to 
contract and spasm involuntarily. Joel and 
Harriett’s daughter Shari—Beth’s sister—had 
dystonia. The Farber family not only advo-
cated for her, they determined that they would 
advocate on behalf of the entire dystonia com-
munity. They reached out to me and so many 
others to explain what is known about the dis-
ease, its impacts, and the need for expanded 
medical research and support networks. Over 
the years, they have continued to come to my 
office and have travelled the country to push 
for action. 

Dystonia affects men, women and children. 
For most people with dystonia, the cause re-
mains unknown and there is currently no cure. 
Dystonia is not usually fatal, but it is a chronic 
disorder producing symptoms that vary in de-
grees of frequency, intensity, disability, and 
pain depending on the type of dystonia. The 
inability to predict or control the movements of 
the legs, arms, hands, neck, shoulders, face, 
eyelids, jaw, tongue, or vocal cords has a pro-
found impact on an individual’s life. 

Dystonia may be inherited or caused by 
specific factors such as certain medications or 
traumatic injury, particularly traumatic head/ 
brain injuries. Our men and women in uniform 
face a disproportionate risk of developing 
dystonia as a result of injuries sustained dur-
ing their military service. 

The Dystonia Medical Research Foundation, 
which works to raise awareness of dystonia, is 
a nationwide organization that has served the 
community for more than 40 years. The 
Dystonia Medical Research Foundation pro-
vides the dystonia community with support, 
education, advocacy, and the promotion of re-
search into the causes of and care of 
dystonia. 

I call on my colleagues to recognize the 
goals and ideals Dystonia Awareness Month 
by supporting federal activities that improve 
lives of patients impacted by dystonia includ-
ing research programs at the National Insti-
tutes of Health. We need to improve medical 
research and we need to make sure that 
those living with dystonia receive the quality 
health and caregiving services they deserve. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS ABOLITION AND ECO-
NOMIC AND ENERGY CONVER-
SION ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing the Nuclear Weapons Abolition and 
Economic and Energy Conversion Act, a 
version of which I have introduced since 1994, 
after working with the District of Columbia resi-
dents who were responsible for the Nuclear 
Disarmament and Economic Conversion ballot 
initiative passed by D.C. voters in 1993. This 
version of the bill now requires the United 
States to immediately begin negotiating an 
international agreement to disable and dis-
mantle its nuclear weapons, to provide for 
strict control of fissile material and radioactive 
waste and to use nuclear-free energy. 

The bill continues to provide that the funds 
used for nuclear weapons programs be redi-

rected to human and infrastructure needs, 
such as housing, health care, Social Security, 
restoring the environment and creating car-
bon-free, nuclear-free energy. This conversion 
to a peace economy would occur when the 
President certifies to Congress that all coun-
tries possessing nuclear weapons have begun 
elimination under an international treaty or 
other legal agreement. 

The bill is particularly timely with the ongo-
ing nuclear threat from the Democratic Peo-
ple’s Republic of Korea. 

Our country still has a long list of urgent do-
mestic needs that have been put on the back- 
burner. As the only nation that has used nu-
clear weapons in war, and that still possesses 
the largest nuclear weapons arsenal, I urge 
support for my bill to help the United States 
reestablish our moral leadership in the world 
by redirecting funds that would otherwise go to 
nuclear weapons to urgent domestic needs. 

f 

HONOR THE LIFE OF LESTER 
MANDELL 

HON. STEPHANIE N. MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mrs. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor the life of Lester Mandell, who 
transformed countless communities in central 
Florida though his work as a builder and trans-
formed countless lives through his generosity 
as a philanthropist. Lester passed away re-
cently at the age of 96, leaving behind a large 
and loving family, but his legacy will live on. 

Born in a hardscrabble Brooklyn neighbor-
hood, and a veteran of World War II, Lester 
did not graduate from college. However, nei-
ther his lack of formal education nor the anti- 
Semitism he frequently faced could stop Les-
ter from achieving his professional goals, be-
cause they were no match for his talent, te-
nacity and toughness. Lester’s life was a 
quintessentially American story of success 
earned though hard, disciplined, joyful work. 

As one of Lester’s grandsons said about his 
grandfather. ‘‘He believed that, if you did 
things the right way, you would get the right 
result.’’ This is the essence of character. 

Lester was a master builder, in both the lit-
eral and figurative sense The homes, neigh-
borhoods, and public parks he developed 
throughout central Florida over the course of 
many decades are his most visible legacy. 

Lester also built bonds of a more intangible 
nature. He donated generously to many 
causes he cared about, from scholarships for 
inner-city children to support for the Jewish 
community he loved so much. Lester often do-
nated anonymously and rarely spoke about his 
donations, even to his own family. 

As his grandson recounts, Lester was a se-
rious man who did serious work, but he did 
not take himself too seriously. He had a sense 
of humor and light-heartedness that disarmed 
friend and stranger alike. 

Lester’s greatest legacy, of course, is his 
family. He leaves behind his wife and partner 
for life, Sonia. They were married for 70 years. 
Sonia and Lester had four children, eight 
grandchildren, and five great-grandchildren. 

I know they miss Lester. But I hope their 
loss is eased by the knowledge that Lester 
was a great man and, even more importantly, 
a good man. 

HONORING FREDERICK 
LOCKEHART MAYS 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am grateful to recognize Mr. Frederick 
Lockehart (Locke) Mays, a dedicated family 
man and distinguished member of the commu-
nity. Locke was born in Columbia, South Caro-
lina, on September 20, 1927 to Elizabeth and 
Fred Mays. He joined the Marine Corps in 
1945, following graduation from Dreher High 
School. He served 18 months, then joined the 
reserves as a Sergeant. He was called back 
up during the Korean Conflict, training at 
Quantico and in Puerto Rico, although not 
being sent to Korea. Except for a brief stint in 
banking, Locke worked in the trucking indus-
try, retiring after selling G&P Trucking Com-
pany to Southeastern Freight Lines in the mid- 
1980s. He now enjoys restoring old Fords to 
mint condition; with his favorite being a 1935 
Phaeton. He has been active in First Pres-
byterian Church of Columbia for over fifty 
years, where he serves as an Elder Emeritus. 
A devoted husband, father, father-in-law and 
grandfather, Locke celebrated his 90th birth-
day last Wednesday, September 20th in Co-
lumbia, South Carolina, surrounded by his 
family. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF STEVE NOR-
TON AND HIS SERVICE AS EXEC-
UTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE NEW 
HAMPSHIRE CENTER FOR PUB-
LIC POLICY STUDIES 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to honor Steve Norton as 
he leaves the New Hampshire Center for Pub-
lic Policy Studies after 12 years of remarkable 
service to begin a new chapter in his life. 

As Executive Director of the Center, Steve 
helped raise new ideas and improve policy de-
bates through quality information and analysis 
on issues that are shaping New Hampshire’s 
future. In his previous role as director of Med-
icaid Services for the N.H. Department of 
Health and Human Services, Steve worked to 
ensure vulnerable Granite Staters had access 
to quality, affordable health coverage. 

Through his commitment to public service, 
Steve has helped improve the lives of count-
less families and communities in need, and his 
vision has aided in creating a better future for 
the Granite State and its residents. 

On behalf of New Hampshire’s Second Con-
gressional District and all those who have 
benefitted from Steve’s work, I thank him for 
all he has done for our state. I look forward to 
our continued work together to make New 
Hampshire be an even better place to live, 
work, and raise a family. 
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THE OVERCRIMINALIZATION OF 

IMPEACHMENT 

HON. AL GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to include the following CATO arti-
cle for the RECORD: 

[From CATO.org, Aug. 7, 2017] 
(By Gene Healy) 

Trying to tamp down impeachment talk 
earlier this year, House minority leader 
Nancy Pelosi (D–CA) insisted that President 
Donald Trump’s erratic behavior didn’t jus-
tify that remedy: ‘‘When and if he breaks the 
law, that is when something like that would 
come up.’’ 

Normally, there isn’t much that Pelosi and 
Tea Party populist Rep. Dave Brat (R–VA) 
agree on, but they’re on the same page here. 
In a recent appearance on Trump’s favorite 
morning show, ‘‘Fox & Friends,’’ Brat ham-
mered Democrats calling for the president’s 
impeachment: ‘‘there’s no statute that’s 
been violated,’’ Brat kept insisting: They 
cannot name the statute!’’ 

Actually, they did: it’s ‘‘Obstruction of 
Justice, as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 1512(b)(3),’’ 
according to Rep. Brad Sherman (D–CA) who 
introduced an article of impeachment 
against Trump on July 12. Did Trump break 
that law when he fired FBI director James 
Comey over ‘‘this Russia thing’’? Maybe; 
maybe not. But even if ‘‘no reasonable pros-
ecutor’’ would bring a charge of obstruction 
on the available evidence, that wouldn’t 
mean impeachment is off-limits. Impeach-
able offenses aren’t limited to crimes. 

That’s a settled point among constitu-
tional scholars: even those, like Cass 
Sunstein, who take a restrictive view of the 
scope of ‘‘high Crimes and Misdemeanors’’ 
recognize that ‘‘an impeachable offense, to 
qualify as such, need not be a crime.’’ Uni-
versity of North Carolina law professor Mi-
chael Gerhardt sums up the academic con-
sensus: ‘‘The major disagreement is not over 
whether impeachable offenses should be 
strictly limited to indictable crimes, but 
rather over the range of nonindictable of-
fenses on which an impeachment may be 
based.’’ 

In some ways, popular confusion on this 
point is understandable. Impeachment’s 
structure echoes criminal procedure: ‘‘in-
dictment’’ in the House, trial in the Senate— 
and the constitutional text, to modern ears, 
sounds something like ‘‘grave felonies, and 
maybe lesser criminal offenses too.’’ 

But ‘‘high crimes and misdemeanors,’’ a 
term of art in British impeachment pro-
ceedings for four centuries before the Fram-
ers adopted it, was understood to reach a 
wide range of offenses that, whether or not 
criminal in nature, indicated behavior in-
compatible with the nature of the office. For 
James Madison, impeachment was the ‘‘in-
dispensable’’ remedy for ‘‘Incapacity, neg-
ligence, or perfidy’’ on the part of the presi-
dent—categories of conduct dangerous to the 
republic, only some of which will also con-
stitute crimes. 

The criminal law is designed to punish and 
deter, but those goals are secondary to im-
peachment, which aims at removing federal 
officers unfit for continued service. And 
where the criminal law deprives the con-
victed party of liberty, the constitutional 
penalties for impeachable offenses ‘‘shall not 
extend further than to removal from Office,’’ 
and possible disqualification from future of-
ficeholding. As Justice Joseph Story ex-
plained, the remedy ‘‘is not so much de-
signed to punish an offender, as to secure the 
state against gross official misdemeanors. It 
touches neither his person, nor his property; 

but simply divests him of his political capac-
ity.’’ 

No doubt being ejected from a position of 
power on the grounds that you’re no longer 
worthy of the public’s trust can feel like a 
punishment. But the mere fact that removal 
is stigmatizing doesn’t suggest that criminal 
law standards apply. Raoul Berger once illus-
trated that point with an analogy Donald 
Trump would probably find insulting: ‘‘to 
the extent that impeachment retains a resid-
ual punitive aura, it may be compared to de-
portation, which is attended by very painful 
consequences, but which, the Supreme Court 
held, ’is not a punishment for a crime.’’ 

Had the Framers restricted impeachment 
to statutory offenses, they’d have rendered 
the power a ‘‘nullity’’ from the start. In the 
early Republic, there were very few federal 
crimes and certainly not enough to cover the 
range of misdeeds that would rightly dis-
qualify public officials from continued serv-
ice. 

Criminality wasn’t an issue in the first im-
peachment to result in the removal of a fed-
eral officer: the 1804 case of district court 
judge John Pickering. Pickering’s offense 
was showing up to work drunk and ranting 
like a maniac in court. He’d committed no 
crime; instead, he’d revealed himself to be a 
man ‘‘of loose morals and intemperate hab-
its,’’ guilty of ‘‘high misdemeanors, disgrace-
ful to his own character as a judge.’’ 

As Justice Story noted in 1833, in the im-
peachment cases since ratification, ‘‘no one 
of the charges has rested upon any 
statutable misdemeanours.’’ In fact, over our 
entire constitutional history, fewer than a 
third of the impeachments approved by the 
House ‘‘have specifically invoked a criminal 
statute.’’ What’s been far more common, ac-
cording to a comprehensive report by the 
Nixon-era House Judiciary Committee, are 
‘‘allegations that the officer has violated his 
duties or his oath or seriously undermined 
public confidence in his ability to perform 
his official functions.’’ 

The president’s violation of a particular 
criminal statute can serve as evidence of 
unfitness, but not all such violations do. 
That’s obvious when one considers the enor-
mous growth of the federal criminal code in 
recent decades. Overcriminalization may 
have reached the point where Donald Trump, 
like everyone else, is potentially guilty of 
‘‘Three Felonies a Day,’’ but even in Law-
rence Tribe’s wildest imaginings, that 
wouldn’t translate to three impeachable of-
fenses daily. If Trump were to import croco-
dile feet in opaque containers, fill an (expan-
sively defined) wetland on one of his golf 
courses, or misappropriate the likeness of 
‘‘Smokey Bear ‘‘ he’d have broken the law, 
but would not have committed an impeach-
able offense. 

It’s also easy enough to imagine a presi-
dent behaving in a fashion that violates no 
law, but nonetheless justifies his removal. 
To borrow an example from the legal scholar 
Charles Black, if the president proposed to 
do his job remotely so he could ‘‘move to 
Saudi Arabia [and] have four wives’’ (as well 
as his very own glowing orb), he couldn’t be 
prosecuted for it. Still, Black asks: ‘‘is it 
possible that such gross and wanton neglect 
of duty could not be grounds for impeach-
ment’’? 

A more plausible impeachment scenario 
presented itself recently, with reports that 
President Trump had ‘‘asked his advisers 
about his power to pardon aides, family 
members and even himself’’ in connection 
with the special counsel’s Russia investiga-
tion. The president’s power to self-pardon is 
an open question, but his power to pardon 
others has few limits. There’s little doubt 
Trump could issue broad prospective pardons 
for Don Jr., Jared Kushner, Paul Manafort, 
Mike Flynn, and anyone else who might end 
up in the Mueller’s crosshairs—and it would 

be perfectly legal. It would also be impeach-
able, as James Madison suggested at the Vir-
ginia Ratifying Convention: ‘‘if the Presi-
dent be connected, in any suspicious manner, 
with any person, and there be grounds to be-
lieve he will shelter him, the House of Rep-
resentatives can impeach him; [and he can be 
removed] if found guilty.’’ 

Some years ago, I put together a collection 
of essays on the expansion of the criminal 
sanction into areas of American life where it 
doesn’t belong—published under the title, Go 
Directly to Jail: The Criminalization of Al-
most Everything. The idea that criminal law 
concepts had infected and weakened the con-
stitutional remedy of impeachment wasn’t 
quite what I had in mind with that subtitle, 
but it seems to fit. 

Congress has made the problem worse by 
outsourcing its investigative responsibilities 
to the executive branch. As Princeton’s 
Keith Whittington observes in a recent essay 
for the Niskanen Center ‘‘relying so heavily 
on prosecutors to develop the underlying 
charges supporting impeachment has come 
at a high cost . . . it has created the wide-
spread impression that the impeachment 
power can only appropriately be used when 
criminal offenses have been proven.’’ 

It’s important to get this straight, because 
confusing impeachment with a criminal 
process can be harmful to our political 
health. It may lead us to stretch the crimi-
nal law to ‘‘get’’ the president or his associ-
ates, warping its future application to ordi-
nary citizens. And it can leave the country 
saddled with a dangerously unfit president 
whose contempt for the rule of law is appar-
ent, even if he hasn’t yet committed a crime. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF FALL-
EN MISSISSIPPI MARINE LANCE 
CORPORAL (LCPL) JOSHUA 
SCOTT OSE 

HON. TRENT KELLY 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise in memory of fallen Mississippi 
Marine Lance Corporal (LCpl) Joshua Scott 
Ose who gave his life while in service to our 
nation on September 20, 2010, during Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom. LCpl Ose was as-
signed to the 1st Battalion, 8th Regiment, 2nd 
Marine Division, II Marine Expeditionary Force. 

LCpl Ose was killed by enemy gunfire while 
conducting combat operations in Musa Qala, 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. The day after 
LCpl Ose’s death was announced, a United 
States flag was flown over the U.S. Capitol in 
his honor. That same day, flags were flown at 
half-staff in his hometown of Hernando, Mis-
sissippi. 

LCpl Ose enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps 
during his senior year at Hernando High 
School. He graduated in 2009. Sissy 
Fernandez Ose, LCpl Ose’s mother, said her 
son began talking about serving in the military 
when he was in the sixth grade. ‘‘That was all 
he wanted to do,’’ Mrs. Ose said. ‘‘It was his 
choice. He was very proud.’’ 

Reverend Robert A. Hatcher, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Hernando, deliv-
ered the eulogy at the funeral which was held 
at the Trinity Baptist Church in Southaven. Ac-
cording to the Associated Press, Rev. Hatcher 
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praised LCpl Ose for his service. ‘‘Josh was 
fighting to keep terrorism away from American 
soil,’’ Rev. Hatcher said. ‘‘Some may question 
the philosophy of war, but do not question this 
young man’s desire to put an end to terrorism. 
He did not shirk his duty to fight for America.’’ 

Lee Caldwell, a family friend, said LCpl Ose 
set a great example for others to follow. ‘‘He 
was an exemplary young man,’’ Mrs. Caldwell 
said. ‘‘He paid the ultimate sacrifice. We will 
never forget him and all those who have 
fought for our country as he did.’’ 

Retired U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Colonel 
(Col) John Caldwell was asked by the family 
to escort LCpl Ose’s body from Dover Air 
Force Base to the First Presbyterian Church of 
Hernando where a visitation was held. Col 
Caldwell said LCpl Ose was a true hero. ‘‘He 
epitomized what it was to be a Marine,’’ Col 
Caldwell said. ‘‘He wanted to represent his 
country and fight. He and Marines like him are 
true heroes. We need to remember them 
every day. We need to remember them for 
paying the ultimate price.’’ 

In 2011, the Mississippi State Legislature 
passed House Concurrent Resolution No. 49. 
The resolution commended LCpl Ose for his 
service. It further stated that LCpl Ose is 
counted among Mississippi and America he-
roes who committed to our nation’s safety and 
security. 

LCpl Ose is survived by his parents, Ross 
and Sissy Ferdandez Ose, grandparents, Earl 
and Darlene Ose; aunts and uncles, Brenda 
and John Conrad, Sherry and Scott 
Fernandez, Dr. Dennis and Dr. Wendy Ose, 
and Paul and Sarah Ose. 

LCpl Ose will always be remembered for his 
sacrifice to protect America. 

f 

125TH ANNIVERSARY ALLEGHENY 
COUNTY ANCIENT ORDER OF HI-
BERNIANS, DIVISION 17 

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize the Alle-
gheny County Ancient Order of Hibernians Di-
vision 17, which is currently celebrating its 
125th anniversary as a pillar of Irish-American 
heritage and charitable service in the Pitts-
burgh region. 

The AOH has its roots in the efforts by the 
Tudor Kings and Queens of England to im-
pose greater control over the Irish. These ef-
forts affected most aspects of life, from lan-
guage and religion to law and politics to land 
ownership—and even clothing. Secret soci-
eties formed to protect Irish Catholics from 
government excesses and extrajudicial vio-
lence 

Faced with centuries of English oppression, 
as well as a series of crop failures, many Irish 
emigrated in search of better opportunities. A 
great many came to America, but found they 
were forced to confront the same anti-Catholic 
prejudice that they had faced back home. In 
response to this discrimination, Irish Ameri-
cans began forming fraternal organizations to 
combat anti-Irish prejudice, support each 
other, and keep their culture and religion alive. 
In May 1836, the first and largest of these 
groups, the Ancient Order of Hibernians, was 

founded simultaneously in New York City and 
Pottsville, Pennsylvania. 

Through the rest of the nineteenth century, 
the AOH grew significantly, opening its first di-
vision in Allegheny County in 1859. Allegheny 
County Division 17 was established in 1892. 
During this time, in addition to working to pre-
serve Irish culture, AOH members did their 
best to embody the Hibernian motto of 
‘‘Friendship, Unity, and Christian Charity.’’ The 
Hibernians taught civics and English classes 
to help new Irish immigrants become citizens, 
and they provided much needed social pro-
grams to care for the sick and needy in their 
communities. At the same time, they worked 
to confront and eradicate harmful anti-Irish 
stereotypes. 

Since then, the AOH’s ranks have included 
notable actors, generals, and even a President 
of the United States—John F. Kennedy. All 
the while, the organization has continued its 
mission to preserve Irish Americans’ connec-
tion with their ancestral homeland and to care 
for the needy in their communities. For 125 
years, Allegheny County Division 17 has been 
actively involved in this mission. Division 17 
Hibernians donate time and money to three 
local parishes each Christmas, as well as food 
banks in Braddock, and a number of other 
charitable organizations, including Rosaries for 
the Troops, St. Vincent de Paul, and the Sis-
ters of Charity. They have also endeavored to 
preserve their Irish heritage and lobbied the 
Pennsylvania state government to support 
Irish independence. 

Today, the AOH stands as a testament to 
the tenacity of the Irish people, a celebration 
of our culture, and a monument to a people 
who helped build this country. I’m proud to be 
of Irish ancestry—and to be a member of Alle-
gheny County Division 17 of the AOH. As we 
commemorate the AOH’s legacy of faith and 
perseverance in the face of adversity, let us 
also take inspiration from its story and recog-
nize the responsibility each of us shares to 
help make our nation as welcoming a land as 
our ancestors dreamed it would be. 

I would like to congratulate Allegheny Coun-
ty Division 17 of the Ancient Order of Hiber-
nians on the occasion of their 125th anniver-
sary, I commend them for their service to the 
community, and I wish them the best in the 
years to come. Ireland Forever (Erin go 
Bragh). 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO DR. TRICIA 
DERGES 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Dr. Tricia Derges of Springfield, Mis-
souri, on her recent winning of two prestigious 
awards. 

Dr. Derges has been a resident of the 
Springfield area for 40 years and during this 
time she has contributed to the community in 
many ways. Dr. Derges has recently won both 
the National Jefferson Award for Southwest 
Missouri and the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis 
Award. Both of these awards recognize indi-
viduals for their public service. The Jacqueline 
Kennedy Onassis Award is only awarded to 
five individuals per year across the United 

States. This clearly highlights the significant 
work Dr. Derges has taken over the years to 
help her community. 

Dr. Derges set up the mission clinic named 
Lift Up in Springfield. This clinic provides a 
range of medical, dental and mental health 
services to veterans and the poor across 
Springfield. Dr. Derges and her clinic have 
helped thousands of people in the Springfield 
area. 

I am truly honored to recognize the work by 
Dr. Derges and her dedication to improving 
the lives of others. On behalf of Missouri’s 7th 
Congressional District, I ask all of my col-
leagues to join me in congratulating Dr. 
Derges on her recent awards and wishing her 
all the best. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WESTERN 
MICHIGAN UNIVERSITY RENAM-
ING RESIDENCE HALLS IN 
HONOR OF DISTINGUISHED 
ALUMNI 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today on 
the occasion of Western Michigan University 
recognizing a lifetime of work by three leaders 
who bonded in college and remained friends 
through life, by naming two residence halls 
within the Western Heights complex Hall-Ar-
cher-Pickard West and East. These dor-
mitories are being renamed in celebration of 
three legendary Western Michigan graduates, 
and their legacy will inspire generations of uni-
versity students to come. 

Ronald Hall Sr., Dennis Archer, and William 
Pickard attended Western Michigan University 
in the 1960s and enjoyed membership in 
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, America’s first 
intercollegiate African-American fraternity. The 
three men’s undergraduate experience at 
Western Michigan University instilled a desire 
to give back to the greater Michigan commu-
nity and invest in meaningful educational and 
social change throughout the state. Hall, Ar-
cher, and Pickard are remembered for the 
close, meaningful friendship they cultivated at 
Western Michigan and their passion to make 
change after graduating. 

After graduating from Western Michigan 
University, the three men remained in Michi-
gan to influence change to the community 
they love. Ronald Hall Sr. served as president 
of the Michigan Minority Business Develop-
ment Council and founded Bridgewater Inte-
riors, LLC. He passed away in May 2016, and 
is remembered for turning Michigan’s Minority 
Business Development Council into one of the 
country’s lead minority business organizations. 
Dennis Archer served as Mayor of Detroit from 
1994 to 2001, and has served as president of 
the American Bar Association and on the 
Michigan Supreme Court. William Pickard is 
an executive member of the NAACP Detroit 
Branch, and is the founder of the Michigan- 
based Global Automotive Alliance. Their post- 
graduate work has impacted countless lives 
and opened doors wider for students of color, 
and their friendship is a testament to the 
meaningful bonds forged during college. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Western Michigan University and 
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their three distinguished alumni, Ronald Hall 
Sr., Dennis Archer, and William Pickard. Their 
influence and community engagement will 
make a difference for decades to come. 

f 

URGING CONGRESS TO ADDRESS 
EPIDEMIC OF VETERAN SUICIDE 

HON. MARC A. VEASEY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, as a member of 
the House Armed Services Committee, I work 
to ensure that our service members receive all 
the resources they need when they volunteer 
to defend the United States. But it is important 
that Congress not only provides them with 
support during their service, but in the years 
after they faithfully executed their duties as a 
member of the Armed Services. That is why I 
rise today to address the epidemic of veteran 
suicide in our country. 

September is recognized as ‘‘National Sui-
cide Awareness Month’’ and currently our vet-
erans are suffering from a substantially higher 
rate of suicide than the general population. 
According to a 2014 report by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs (VA), 20 veterans take 
their lives every day, a rate that is 150 percent 
greater than the general population. Although 
the VA has dedicated a significant amount of 
effort and resources to address veteran sui-
cide, the fact remains that of the 20 average 
veteran suicides that occur on a daily basis, 
14 were not utilizing VA services. As the 2016 
VA report ‘‘Suicide Among Veterans and Other 
Americans’’ explains, up to 22 percent of Post- 
9/11 veterans have depression disorders, and 
up to 43 percent of all struggle with symptoms 
of mental health issues, such as drinking ex-
cessively, smoking, and/or sleeplessness. In 
addition, female veterans and those living in 
rural areas face a higher risk of suicide and 
we must address the barriers to care for these 
populations. 

It is clear that we must extend more re-
sources to help our veterans and prevent the 
unnecessary loss of life. The VA’s 2016 study 
and upgrading crisis hotlines are steps in the 
right direction, fully addressing veteran suicide 
remains a complex issue that will require a 
multi-faceted approach. But their suffering 
does not have to continue and we must re-
verse the trend of veteran suicide. 

Raising awareness about the issue begins 
in Congress, but every day citizens can also 
join in the effort year-round. Moreover, the ef-
fort to raise awareness about veteran suicide 
will have benefits across our society as a 
whole, contributing to the de-stigmatization of 
mental health issues. It is no secret that the 
stigma surrounding mental health prevents 
many veterans from obtaining care for these 
issues, forcing our country’s heroes and hero-
ines to suffer in silence. De-stigmatizing men-
tal health care is critical to open up dialogue 
about a pervasive issue and provides opportu-
nities for treatment and prevention of suicide. 
In addition, Congress must provide the VA 
with additional resources so that they better 
serve the female and rural veteran population 
with child care services and extensions of spe-
cialized care to remote, rural areas. We must 
continue to support innovation within the VA 
so that the agency will be more willing to em-

brace new approaches to treatment, such as 
canine service animals, art and outdoor thera-
pies. 

It goes without saying that we owe our vet-
erans a tremendous debt for their service to 
our nation in defense of the freedoms we all 
enjoy. In return, we must care for them as a 
demonstration of our nation’s core values. 
Raising awareness of the suicide epidemic 
and de-stigmatizing care throughout society, in 
addition to embracing innovative modes of 
therapy and furthering the VA’s outreach will 
go a long way to honoring the service of vet-
erans’ to our nation. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in ensuring that we address the vet-
eran suicide epidemic immediately. 

f 

HONORING HOMETOWN 
NEWSPAPERS 

HON. KRISTI L. NOEM 
OF SOUTH DAKOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, in honor of Na-
tional Newspaper Week, I rise today to recog-
nize the 126 individual news organizations of 
South Dakota. 

Living in the information age, data is con-
stantly at our fingertips It is the local news-
paper, though, that tells the story of everyday 
America and documents community history in 
a way that will forever be available to future 
generations. The local news reminds us that 
the world is made of neighborhoods and 
shared experiences, that love of country still 
exists, and that diversity of opinion truly 
makes our country great. 

Freedom of speech and freedom of the 
press must ever be protected, for it is only 
through a free system that democracy can 
thrive. As Thomas Jefferson said, ‘‘our liberty 
depends on the freedom of the press, and that 
cannot be limited without being lost.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in thanking local journalists, particularly 
those serving South Dakota, for giving a voice 
to the individual and cultivating the road to 
free speech for all. 

f 

WOMEN, PEACE, AND SECURITY 
ACT OF 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of this critical bill that will help 
ensure that women have a meaningful role in 
peace and security around the world. From 
Syria to Myanmar to South Sudan, violent 
conflicts are becoming more widespread and 
deadly. Women in conflict zones suffer tre-
mendously, and women and girls make up 
around half of any refugee population, where 
they are at risk of unspeakable violence. 

But women are not only victims. They also 
help moderate violent extremism and are key 
to post-conflict society building. Yet so few are 
present at the tables of power. In peace proc-
esses between 1992 and 2011, women made 
up only 9 percent of negotiators. When 

women have a seat at the table, the prospect 
that peace negotiations will succeed rise sig-
nificantly, as does the likelihood that women’s 
rights and interests will be addressed. A re-
cent study from the International Peace Insti-
tute found that a peace agreement is 35 per-
cent more likely to last for at least 15 years if 
women participate in its drafting. 

This legislation would require a government-
wide strategy to promote women’s participa-
tion, and institutes training for State Depart-
ment, USAID, and Pentagon personnel to fa-
cilitate women’s engagement in conflict pre-
vention and resolution. 

I’d like to commend the progress made 
under President Obama on this issue, which 
includes issuing the National Action Plan on 
Women, Peace and Security. In the last five 
years alone, the percentage of peace agree-
ments referencing gender equality has in-
creased from 22 to 70 percent. 

We have an opportunity to make our voice 
heard on the issue of women in conflict. The 
UN Security Council will convene next month 
to hold its open debate on Women, Peace and 
Security. The United States should highlight its 
commitment to ensuring women’s equal par-
ticipation in peacemaking, and protecting their 
physical and economic security. That begins 
with sending a high-level delegation. 

I urge adoption of the bill. 
f 

INDIAN-AMERICAN COMMUNITY 
FIGHTS HURRICANE HARVEY 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 27, 2017 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, since Hurri-
cane Harvey hit our area last month, stories of 
Harvey Heroes continue to bring our commu-
nity together and make us grateful for the in-
credible people that we call neighbors. There 
are many uplifting stories of those who 
grabbed their personal boats and set out in 
the waters to rescue individuals, many of 
whom they did not know. Our first responders 
answered the call time and time again. And so 
did so many people whose names we may 
never know. For all of them, we thank them 
from the bottom of our hearts. 

So many people have opened their homes, 
their hearts, and their wallets to help Houston 
recover. One such community was the Indian- 
American community right in the greater Hous-
ton area. They have already raised over $1.6 
million dollars. 700 Indian-American volunteers 
have dedicated more than 24,000 hours to 
their city, and together, they have distributed 
over 28,000 meals to our neighbors in need. 

One specific story I would like to highlight is 
that of a group of Indian-Americans, led by 
Houstonian, Jiten Agrawal, made their way 
through the unparalleled flooding after the 
Hurricane to reach a student apartment com-
plex near my alma mater, the University of 
Houston, that had been flooded and was with-
out power. The president of the Indian grad-
uate students’ organization, Ravi Shankar, 
reached out to the community to help, and 
help is what they gave. These volunteer res-
cuers brought food and water to over 180 stu-
dents and helped transport them back to their 
families or a safe location. 

We are grateful to these volunteers, some 
of the many Harvey Heroes, for helping 
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Houstonians get through a very difficult time. 
They are just one of the reasons why we are 
Houston Strong. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
September 28, 2017 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

OCTOBER 3 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of John Marshall Mitnick, of Vir-
ginia, to be General Counsel, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine Wells Fargo 
one year later. 

SD–538 
Committee on Finance 

To hold hearings to examine inter-
national tax reform. 

SD–215 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 

and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine the Every 

Student Succeeds Act, focusing on 
unleashing State innovation. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Administration’s decision to end 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals. 

SH–216 
Joint Economic Committee 

To hold hearings to examine tax reform 
and entrepreneurship. 

LHOB–1100 
10:30 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine the status 
of energy storage technologies, review-
ing today’s technologies, and under-
standing innovation in tomorrow’s 
technologies. 

SD–366 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

Subcommittee on Energy 
To hold hearings to examine S. 186, to 

amend the Federal Power Act to pro-

vide that any inacation by the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission that 
allows a rate change to go into effect 
shall be treated as an order by the 
Commission for purposes of rehearing 
and court review, S. 1059, to extend the 
authorization of the Uranium Mill 
Tailings Radiation Control Act of 1978 
relating to the disposal site in Mesa 
County, Colorado, S. 1337, to amend the 
Energy Policy Act of 2005 to make cer-
tain strategic energy infrastructure 
projects eligible for certain loan guar-
antees, S. 1457, to amend the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 to direct the Sec-
retary of Energy to carry out dem-
onstration projects relating to ad-
vanced nuclear reactor technologies to 
support domestic energy needs, S. 1799, 
to amend the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
to facilitate the commercialization of 
energy and related technologies devel-
oped at Department of Energy facili-
ties with promising commercial poten-
tial, and S. 1860 and H.R. 1109, bills to 
amend section 203 of the Federal Power 
Act. 

SD–366 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 

in Europe 
To hold hearings to examine combating 

kleptocracy with incorporation trans-
parency. 

SD–562 

OCTOBER 4 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the Equifax 

cybersecurity breach. 
SD–538 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Business meeting to consider pending 
calendar business. 

SH–216 
Committee on Environment and Public 

Works 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Michael Dourson, of Ohio, to 
be Assistant Administrator for Toxic 
Substances, and Matthew Z. Leopold, 
of Florida, David Ross, of Wisconsin, 
and William L. Wehrum, of Delaware, 
each to to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator, all of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency, and Jeffery Martin 
Baran, of Virginia, to be a Member of 
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission. 

SD–406 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
Business meeting to consider S. 146, to 

strengthen accountability for deploy-
ment of border security technology at 
the Department of Homeland Security, 
S. 1847, to amend the Homeland Secu-
rity Act of 2002 to ensure that the 
needs of children are considered in 
homeland security, trafficking, and 
disaster recovery planning, S. 1281, to 
establish a bug bounty pilot program 
within the Department of Homeland 
Security, S. 1769, to require a new or 
updated Federal website that is in-
tended for use by the public to be mo-
bile friendly, S. 1305, to provide U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection with 
adequate flexibility in its employment 
authorities, S. 1791, to amend the Act 
of August 25, 1958, commonly known as 
the ‘‘Former Presidents Act of 1958’’, 
with respect to the monetary allow-
ance payable to a former President, S. 
708, to improve the ability of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection to inter-

dict fentanyl, other synthetic opioids, 
and other narcotics and psychoactive 
substances that are illegally imported 
into the United States, H.R. 3210, to re-
quire the Director of the National 
Background Investigations Bureau to 
submit a report on the backlog of per-
sonnel security clearance investiga-
tions, H.R. 70, to amend the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act to increase 
the transparency of Federal advisory 
committees, an original bill entitled, 
‘‘TSA LEAP Pay Reform Act of 2017’’, 
an original bill entitled, ‘‘Direct Hire 
of Students and Recent Graduates Act 
of 2017’’, an original bill entitled, 
‘‘Temporary and Term Appointments 
Act of 2017’’, an original bill entitled, 
‘‘Voluntary Separation Incentive Pay-
ment Adjustment Act of 2017’’, an 
original bill entitled, ‘‘FITARA En-
hancement Act of 2017’’, an original bill 
entitled, ‘‘Reporting Efficiently to 
Proper Officials in Response to Ter-
rorism Act of 2017’’, an original bill en-
titled, ‘‘Whistleblower Protection Co-
ordination Act’’, and the nomination of 
John Marshall Mitnick, of Virginia, to 
be General Counsel, Department of 
Homeland Security. 

SD–342 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Stephanos Bibas, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States Circuit 
Judge for the Third Circuit, Liles Clif-
ton Burke, to be United States District 
Judge for the Northern District of Ala-
bama, Michael Joseph Juneau, to be 
United States District Judge for the 
Western District of Louisiana, A. 
Marvin Quattlebaum, Jr., to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of South Carolina, Tilman Eugene Self 
III, to be United States District Judge 
for the Middle District of Georgia, and 
John C. Demers, of Virginia, to be an 
Assistant Attorney General, Depart-
ment of Justice. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

Indian gaming, focusing on new issues 
and opportunities for success in the 
next 30 years. 

SH–216 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Privacy, Technology and 

the Law 
To hold hearings to examine Equifax, fo-

cusing on continuing to monitor data- 
broker cybersecurity. 

SD–226 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Melissa Sue Glynn, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be an Assistant 
Secretary (Enterprise Integration), 
Cheryl L. Mason, of Virginia, to be 
Chairman of the Board of Veterans’ Ap-
peals, and Randy Reeves, of Mis-
sissippi, to be Under Secretary for Me-
morial Affairs, all of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

SR–418 
3 p.m. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Cheryl Marie Stanton, of 
South Carolina, to be Administrator of 
the Wage and Hour Division, and David 
G. Zatezalo, of West Virginia, to be As-
sistant Secretary for Mine Safety and 
Health, both of the Department of 
Labor, and Peter B. Robb, of Vermont, 
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to be General Counsel of the National 
Labor Relations Board. 

SD–430 

OCTOBER 5 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine the Federal 
response to the opioid crisis. 

SD–430 

OCTOBER 18 

10 a.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Department of Justice. 

SH–216 

OCTOBER 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on SeaPower 

To receive a closed briefing on the major 
threats facing naval forces and the 
Navy’s current and planned capabili-
ties to meet those threats. 

SVC–217 
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