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House of Representatives 
The House met at 3 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

Pastor Dennis Jokela, Kalamazoo 
County Sheriff’s Department, Kala-
mazoo, Michigan, offered the following 
prayer: 

Father God, we are grateful to be 
able to come into Your presence in a 
free country such as ours. 

I ask that You bless this great Na-
tion. 

I ask You to pour out Your wisdom 
and revelation knowledge into every-
one hearing the sound of my voice. 

I ask You to let Your glory shine like 
a light emanating from this place, fill-
ing our entire country. 

I speak unification of our country in 
our original, can-do, American spirit. 

I speak life into those dead and dying 
places in our land, Lord. 

For those places that are in need of 
Your restoration power, I ask that You 
pour it out on them. 

I ask that You bless these pro-
ceedings today and bless the work of 
our hands. 

I ask all of this in Jesus’ mighty 
name. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause one, rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) come forward and 
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Mr. POE of Texas led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING PASTOR DENNIS 
JOKELA 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Michigan (Mr. 
UPTON) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to recognize a proud son of Por-
tage, Michigan, Pastor Dennis Jokela 
of the Kalamazoo County Sheriff’s De-
partment. 

He has been a pillar of our commu-
nity through his work as a small-busi-
ness owner, a judge for the Michigan 
Vocational Education Society, and as a 
corporal and chaplain at the Kala-
mazoo County Sheriff’s Department as 
well. 

I know I speak for many as we thank, 
in particular, our first responders all 
across the country, sheriffs, and police 
officers, and pray to keep them and 
their families safe. 

Pastor Jokela’s dedication to public 
service runs deep as a seven-time deco-
rated veteran of Vietnam and Cam-
bodia—overdue medals my team was 
able to help him obtain—a pastor with 
the Michigan Boot Camp for Troubled 
Teens at Fort Custer, and his work 
with the homeless. His commitment to 
community and country are unques-
tionable. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Pastor Jokela 
for his service here and at home. We 
are all so honored to be with him 
today. I thank him for his kind words. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. COS-
TELLO of Pennsylvania). The Chair will 
entertain up to 15 further requests for 
1-minute speeches on each side of the 
aisle. 

RECOGNIZING ERIEZ MANUFAC-
TURING ON 75 YEARS IN BUSI-
NESS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late Eriez Manufacturing on 75 years in 
business in Erie, Pennsylvania. Eriez 
has grown exponentially since the 
early days when Orange Fowler 
Merwin—or O.F., as he was known— 
sold equipment to grain millers. 

His customers often complained 
about stray pieces of metal that found 
their way into the grain that the farm-
ers brought to the mills for grinding. 
In 1942, O.F. devised a permanent mag-
netic separator in the basement of his 
home and sold it to a grain miller. 
Eriez was officially on its way. 

Since those humble beginnings in 
that Erie basement, Eriez has expanded 
into the world authority in separation 
technologies with operations all over 
the world. Of course, it has always been 
headquartered in Erie and on Asbury 
Road since 1962. 

Mr. Speaker, today, Eriez employs 
more than 300 Erie residents, between 
its two locations on Asbury Road and 
at its facility near Belle Valley. 

The story of Eriez Manufacturing 
truly is a classic American Dream tale, 
and it has maintained local family 
ownership throughout its history. I 
congratulate them on this milestone. 

f 

PUERTO RICO NEEDS OUR 
ASSISTANCE 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, last 
week, Hurricane Maria hit the island of 
Puerto Rico. The damage on the island 
has been described as apocalyptic: 
buildings destroyed, a major dam at 
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