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URGE PASSAGE OF THE DREAM 
ACT OF 2017 

(Mrs. TORRES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I am 
proud to stand with the DREAMers, 
and I urge the passage of H.R. 3440, the 
Dream Act of 2017. 

I know what it is like to leave your 
country of birth as a child through no 
choice of your own, and I know that 
those kids have grown up to become 
just as American as each and every one 
of us here. 

Despite what their immigration sta-
tus might say, this is their country; 
this is their home. We cannot stand by 
and allow their lives and well-being to 
be put in jeopardy. The country is on 
their side. Don’t let petty politics get 
in the way of good policy. 

The DREAMers are courageous 
young men and women who came for-
ward to register in the DACA program, 
and now they are more vulnerable than 
ever. Mr. Speaker, I urge every one of 
my colleagues to support H.R. 3440. The 
clock is ticking. We must act to pro-
tect the DREAMers. 
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PUERTO RICO AND HURRICANE 
RELIEF 

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, it has been 8 
days since Hurricane Maria slammed 
into Puerto Rico and impacted the 
lives of Americans there, who are now 
in dire need. Power and communica-
tions remain down; food, water, and 
fuel are scarce; infrastructure con-
tinues to crumble; and Americans are 
dying. Tackling recovery is urgent. 

I was pleased to see that President 
Trump has asked Brigadier General 
Richard Kim to go to the island and 
seek to lead. Because of the island’s to-
pography and isolation, this isn’t a 
Houston, this isn’t a New Orleans or a 
Florida. Rescue and relief isn’t as easy 
as moving a convoy of power company 
trucks down the interstate highway. 
Logistically, this is much more dif-
ficult. 

Therefore, Mr. Speaker, I believe it is 
time to set up a joint task force, with 
one person in charge, able to make de-
cisions and not get ‘‘stuck on stupid,’’ 
as one Army general famously said. 
That general, Russell Honore, turned 
around the government floundering 
after taking charge of Joint Task 
Force Katrina. 

On the ground, the joint task force 
can coordinate all public and private 
relief efforts, starting with putting our 
National Guard to work, reopening the 
air tower, clearing the roads, and open-
ing a chow hall. 

I continue to pray for Puerto Rico, 
but each of us must understand our be-
loved island’s crisis is very different. 
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IN SUPPORT OF DREAMERS AND 
THE DREAM ACT 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, Members, I also want to join 
my colleague from Houston in prayers 
for Houston police officer Nestor Gar-
cia and his family, but I rise today in 
support of the 68,000 DREAMers that 
are in Houston, Harris County, Texas, 
and throughout our country, and call 
on congressional leaders to bring up 
the Dream Act for immediate vote. 

DREAMers and young men and 
women who were raised in America 
know no other country and are an inte-
gral part of our schools, our colleges, 
our workforce, and our communities. 

During the worst days of Hurricane 
Harvey, DREAMers helped rescue 
neighbors and save lives throughout 
Houston and the Texas Gulf Coast. 
DREAMers are now and will continue 
to be serving a key role in rebuilding 
our city. 

President Trump’s announcement 
this month to end the DACA program 
was a gut punch to DREAMers who are 
helping their families and communities 
recover from Harvey’s destruction. 

Congress has a moral obligation to 
honor the hard work and aspirations of 
the current and earlier generations of 
immigrants and DREAMers, and bring 
up the Dream Act for our immediate 
consideration. 
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IN SUPPORT OF 800,000 DREAMERS 
(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of 800,000 DREAMers aban-

doned by this administration. Any 
doubt about the administration’s 
senseless cruelty was put to rest on 
September 5, when they chose to end 
DACA. 

Immigrant youth and their families 
fuel our economy and help create a 
more dynamic society. 

Terminating DACA is a heartless and 
vile act that will upend lives, ruin fam-
ilies, and disrupt local economies. 

DREAMers are the embodiment of 
America’s promise, the idea that no 
matter where you are from, the color 
of your skin, or the God you worship, if 
you come here, believe in our values, 
work hard, and contribute to our coun-
try, then you deserve a place here in 
the United States of America. That is 
what we are fighting for: to keep the 
promise of this great country. 

To my Republican colleagues: you 
can’t profess to support the DREAMers 
yet fail to support the Dream Act. It is 
time to put up or shut up. I call on my 
colleagues to sign the discharge peti-
tion and support a clean Dream Act. 
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IT IS TIME TO VOTE ON THE 
DREAM ACT 

(Ms. BARRAGÁN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. BARRAGÁN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to urge my colleagues to sign the 
discharge petition to force a vote on 
the Dream Act. I believe this legisla-
tion would pass today if the Speaker 
would put it to a vote. 

Survey after survey confirms that a 
vast majority of Americans support 
DREAMers and believe they should be 
allowed to stay in the United States, 
the only country they have known 
since childhood. 

Let’s be clear: DREAMers’ lives are 
not bargaining chips, DREAMers’ fu-
ture is not a real estate deal. DREAM-
ers have started businesses, they have 
bought homes, they have mentored 
high school students, they have found 
work in nonprofits. 

They give back to their community 
every day. They are teachers, they are 
nurses and doctors, they are our neigh-
bors, our friends, and, for some of us 
like me, they are family. 

Failing to extend legal protections 
for DREAMers would be a historic be-
trayal, a permanent stain on our coun-
try. If you have yet to sign the dis-
charge petition, I urge my colleagues 
to do so now. 
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THERE IS MUCH CONFUSION 
ABOUT IMPEACHMENT 

(Mr. AL GREEN of Texas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to indicate that there is much 
confusion about something that is near 
and dear to me. There is much confu-
sion about impeachment, and so as to 
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