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the President must now face a trial in
the Senate, to be presided over by the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of
the United States of America. That is
what impeachment does. It moves it
along.

And, by the way, there is no require-
ment that you assure anyone that you
can get the votes necessary to impeach
to bring an impeachment before the
House. A privileged resolution to im-
peach does not necessitate your being
able to prove before you present it that
you are going to prevail with it. That
is not the case.

If you can think of it in terms of the
real world, while this is real—we say
that term loosely, I assure you. If you
think in terms of the world beyond
these walls where a person might be in-
dicted, in this country, every day, peo-
ple are indicted who are not convicted.
So impeachment is not tantamount to
conviction. Impeachment merely
means that there is reason now for the
Senate to take up this cause.

The Senate, upon taking up the
cause, can find the President not guilty
or guilty. If the President is found
guilty, the President is removed from
office. There is no other punishment.
The President is removed from office.
After the President is removed from of-
fice, if the Justice Department or some
other agency, some other arm of the
government concludes that the Presi-
dent has committed a criminal offense,
then a President would be prosecuted.

Now, there is some debate amongst
some constitutional scholars as to
whether or not a President can be pros-
ecuted while the President still holds
office. I think most of them would
agree that it would happen after the
President leaves office, but that is a
debate that I don’t care to enter.

My point is the President would be
removed from office. Now, that is im-
portant to consider because removal
from office is not punishment. Crimi-
nal acts have punishment upon convic-
tion. The President is not punished.
The President is removed from office.
That is not considered punishment.
The President does not face punish-
ment upon being convicted of impeach-
ment. The President is removed from
office.

Now, that, in and of itself, is not
something that I believe we should
take lightly. I think it is serious, but it
is not tantamount to punishment.

For those of you who may just be
joining us for this statement that I am
making tonight, I have taken this posi-
tion tonight in the well of the Congress
of the United States of America for one
reason: to make the point that a Presi-
dent need not be charged with a crimi-
nal offense to face impeachment in the
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica. The Constitution doesn’t require
it. The Framers did not make that an
issue when they impeached the first
person, Judge Pickering, and it is not
an issue to the extent that most of the
people who have been impeached have
not been charged with a criminal of-
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fense—not, N-O-T,
criminal offense.

I close with this. The Framers, very
much concerned about a runaway
President, runaway Presidency, very
much concerned about the awesome
amount of power that they were ac-
cording one person: the power to be
commander of all of the Armed Forces;
the power to send persons into battle;
the power to send people, literally, in
harm’s way such that many might not
return; the power to impeach, nearly
with impunity—not with absolute im-
punity, but nearly with impunity.
There are some opportunities for the
President to provide a person not with
impeachment, but with exoneration for
a crime, and that President could be
impeached for the way that exonera-
tion took place, depending on the rela-
tionship that the person had with the
President.

But the point is impeachment is
there because it is an awesome power
that we have given the President; and
because we have given the President
this awesome power, it is important
that we have a check on the President
that does not require the commission
of a crime.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the gen-
erosity of this Special Order. I thank
the leadership as much, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

————

SENATE BILLS REFERRED

Bills of the Senate of the following
titles were taken from the Speaker’s
table and, under the rule, referred as
follows:

S. 870. An act to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to implement Medicare
payment policies designed to improve man-
agement of chronic disease, streamline care
coordination, and improve quality outcomes
without adding to the deficit; to the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means; in addition, to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce for
a period to be subsequently determined by
the Speaker, in each case for consideration
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic-
tion of the committee concerned.

S. 1028. An act to provide for the establish-
ment and maintenance of a Family
Caregiving Strategy, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Education and the
Workforce.

charged with a

——————

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The Speaker announced his signature
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the
following title:

S. 810. An act to facilitate construction of
a bridge on certain property in Christian
County, Missouri, and for other purposes.

———

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on September 26, 2017,
she presented to the President of the
United States, for his approval, the fol-
lowing bill:

H.R. 3110. To amend the Financial Sta-
bility Act of 2010 to modify the term of the
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independent member of the Financial Sta-
bility Oversight Council.

———

PROCEEDINGS OF FORMER
MEMBERS PROGRAM

The proceedings held before the
House convened for legislative business
are as follows:

UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF FORMER MEM-
BERS OF CONGRESS 2017 ANNUAL REPORT TO
CONGRESS
The meeting was called to order by

the Honorable Martin Frost, vice presi-

dent of the United States Association

of Former Members of Congress, at 8

a.m.

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Lord God of history, we thank You
for this day when former Members re-
turn to Congress to continue in a less
official manner their service to our Na-
tion and to this noble institution.

May their presence here bring a mo-
ment of pause where current Members
consider the profiles they now form for
future generations of Americans.

May all former Members be rewarded
for their contributions to this constitu-
tional Republic and continue to work
and pray that the goodness and justice
of this beloved country be proclaimed
to the nations.

Bless all former Members who have
died since last year’s meeting, 33 in all.
May their families and their constitu-
ents be comforted during a time of
mourning and forever know our grati-
tude for the sacrifices made in service
to the House.

Finally, bless those here gathered
that they might bring joy and hope to
the present age and supportive com-
panionship to one another. Together,
we call upon Your Holy Name now and
forever.

Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable Martin Frost led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Mr. FROST. The Chair now recog-
nizes the president of the United States
Association of Former Members of
Congress, the Honorable Cliff Stearns
from Florida, to address the Members.

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker and Fa-
ther, thank you for those very welcome
comments. I think all of us, when we
come on the House floor, we feel keenly
the fact of this beloved country and
how much we respect our positions as
former Members of Congress.

Thank you, Martin. It is always a
distinct privilege to be back in this re-
vered Chamber and to see so many of
my good friends and former colleagues
here. On behalf of the United States
Association of Former Members of
Congress, I appreciate the Speaker’s in-
vitation to return to this wonderful
place and to present to the Congress
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