September 28, 2017

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Ms.
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment a bill of the House of the
following title:

H.R. 2266. An act to amend title 28 of the
United States Code to authorize the appoint-
ment of additional bankruptcy judges; and
for other purposes.

————

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMOR-
ROW, AND ADJOURNMENT FROM
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2017, TO
MONDAY, OCTOBER 2, 2017

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 11:30 a.m. tomorrow; and fur-
ther, when the House adjourns on that
day, it adjourn to meet on Monday, Oc-
tober 2, 2017, when it shall convene at
noon for morning-hour debate and 2
p.m. for legislative business.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California?

There was no objection.

———

SUICIDE PREVENTION

(Mr. HILL asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
during National Suicide Prevention
Month to call attention to this tragedy
that is so prevalent and important
throughout our Nation.

Suicide is the tenth leading cause of
death in the United States, and, on av-
erage, there are 121 suicides per day.
Far too many Americans, about one in
five, are suffering from some form of
mental illness, a problem that has dis-
rupted too many families, caused too
much violence, pain, and cost too many
lives.

In Congress, we are working together
on a bipartisan basis to bring needed
reform to our mental healthcare sys-
tem through the passage of the 2lst
Century Cures Act and the Clay Hunt
Suicide Prevention for American Vet-
erans Act.

The Central Arkansas Veterans
Healthcare System, led by Dr. Margie
Scott, is one of nine systems nation-
wide currently involved in the Clay
Hunt pilot program.

This program gives our VA employ-
ees the necessary tools to reach out to
high-risk veterans and offer guidance
while providing essential suicide pre-
vention services. Dr. Scott and Central
Arkansas Veterans Healthcare System
have made over 200 community connec-
tions throughout Arkansas to assist
our veterans.

We all must work together and con-
tinue to move forward in addressing
the issue of mental health and mental
health access, and do what we can to
save the lives of all American citizens
and reverse this deadly trend of sui-
cides.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

AUTHORIZATION FOR COMMUNITY
HEALTH CENTERS AND CHIL-
DREN’S HEALTH INSURANCE
PROGRAM WILL EXPIRE ON SEP-
TEMBER 30

(Mr. GOMEZ asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. GOMEZ. Mr. Speaker, I can’t be-
lieve Congress has closed legislative
business for the week without address-
ing a critical deadline that will impact
the health of our country. On Sep-
tember 30, authorization for the Com-
munity Health Centers and the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program—
CHIP—will expire.

Well, it is September 28, and we just
closed legislative business. That means
funding for this critical program will
lapse and the health of millions of
Americans will be in jeopardy.

Our Nation’s Community Health Cen-
ters have served low-income, rural, and
underserved communities for more
than 50 years. In that time, they have
increased the number of patients they
serve and the services they offer so

that they are mnow the primary
healthcare option for millions of peo-
ple.

CHIP is another program that Con-
gress will allow to lapse.

No matter how big the differences be-
tween Republicans and Democrats,
when it comes to healthcare, we have
always come together to ensure our
Nation’s children do not go without the
care they need, yet here we are leaving
D.C. and abandoning the 9 million chil-
dren on CHIP and the millions more at
the Community Health Centers.

I ask that we come back into session
and that we extend these critical pro-
grams.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF MAJOR
GENERAL TIM LOWENBERG

(Mr. NEWHOUSE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to honor the life and memory of Major
General Timothy Lowenberg, former
Adjutant General of the Washington
State National Guard.

After attending law school, Tim
served on Active Duty at McChord Air
Force Base before joining the Wash-
ington National Guard as a Judge Ad-
vocate Staff Officer.

He was promoted to Adjutant Gen-
eral, honorably serving Washington
State and our Nation. He stood up for
our citizen soldiers, worked to ensure
that the National Guard had the re-
sources it needed, and oversaw mul-
tiple deployments to the Middle East.

In addition, Tim established the
Washington Youth Academy, providing
an education and opportunity for at-
risk youth across the State.

As a member of the Washington leg-
islature, I was pleased to work with
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him on this, a cause that he was very
passionate about, and was able to see
his vision become a success.

Upon retirement, he continued to
serve his country and community. He
will be missed by many, but his legacy
of determination, kindness, and dutiful
service to Washington and these United
States lives on.

Please join me in remembering Major
General Timothy Lowenberg, my
friend.

———

HONORING THE ANNIVERSARY OF
THE FOOD STAMP ACT OF 1977

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, today I
honor the anniversary of the Food
Stamp Act of 1977.

Tomorrow, the program we know as
SNAP—the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program—turns 40. We also
know that before the implementation
of SNAP, families couldn’t afford
healthy meals and kids were going to
school on empty stomachs.

Today, thanks to this program, over
18,000 families in my district on the
central coast of California count on
SNAP benefits to put food on their ta-
bles at home and help their children
feed their minds at their schools.

In my district, the number one indus-
try is agriculture. We ship our many
fresh fruits and vegetables all over the
country and to even other parts of the
world. As a representative of this area,
it is my goal and it is my responsi-
bility to make sure that the families in
my district have access to the same nu-
tritious produce that is grown in our
backyard.

As a member of the House Agri-
culture Committee, under the leader-
ship of Chairman CONAWAY, I look for-
ward to working on the 2018 farm bill
with my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle so that we can support strong in-
vestments in SNAP. By doing that, we
will support stronger families and a
stronger future.

———
O 1230
THE 2018 FISCAL YEAR

(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, this
coming Sunday is new year’s day, the
start of the Federal Government’s 2018
fiscal year.

Several weeks ago, Congress passed
and the President signed a temporary
spending bill to carry the government
through December 8. This temporary
bill was necessary because, although
the House passed its spending bills, the
Senate did not.

One of the more glaring problems
with the CR is that it continues the
years’ long practice of shortchanging
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