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and the tax cuts with President Reagan
in the 1980s, what we saw when we lowered rates was, in fact, the rejuvenation of the American economy, a stimulation of our GDP, a stimulation of
our economy, leading to, in fact, increased revenue in both of those instances.
But in both of those instances, the
naysayers said: You can’t do this. If
you are going to cut your taxes, your
deficits will go up. That just plain
doesn’t happen.
So, yes, if you assume, all else being
equal, that if we lower tax rates that
revenue will go down, that would be
true. But we know what happens when
the American people feel the economy
is going well, when they are fully employed, when we bring good-paying jobs
back to this country and we lower the
tax burden directly on hardworking
middle class Americans. We know what
happens. The economy grows.
With more money in their pockets,
people make the decision to buy a car,
to buy a house, to buy the new washing
machine, to spend money on things
that they have been afraid to spend
money on because of the stagnant
economy over the past 8 years.
We will unleash growth like we
haven’t seen since the 1980s, when, in
response to the Reagan tax cuts, we
had GDP growth not of 3 percent, not
of 4 percent, but of 5 and 6 percent
after that tax cut. So, in fact, tax cuts
stimulate the economy, which lifts all
boats, and it increases revenues.
So, Mr. Speaker, we have to tackle
this challenge.
Now, we know there are a lot of special interests there because, when you
simplify the Tax Code, what happens?
All the lobbyists come knocking on our
doors, and they want to maintain their
little piece of this Tax Code.
And the Tax Code runs to thousands
and thousands of pages. Very knowledgeable people can’t even fill out their
tax returns anymore, they are so complicated. Or they are worried they
filled it out wrong.
Or, Mr. Speaker, the best thing—or
the worst thing—the funniest thing
that I hear is that, if you have a tax
question and you can’t figure out exactly how to do it and you call the IRS,
if you call two or three times, you are
likely to get two or three different answers about how to fill out that form
and how much tax you have to pay.
Well, when you get to that situation,
you have gone way too far, and, Mr.
Speaker, that is where we are. We are
at that situation that a reasonable
American can’t even fill out their own
taxes it has become so complicated.
So, as part of this framework, if we
can simplify it the way this framework
says, 90 percent of Americans will literally be able to fill out their taxes on
something the size of a postcard. That
is what we need to get back to, that
kind of simplification.
But again, the road won’t be easy because we will have all the special interests here in this town, and we know
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there are a lot of them. We will have
all of those special interests knocking
on our doors, saying: Please preserve
our little carve-out.
But every little carve-out makes the
Tax Code more complicated. Every
complication means that hardworking
Americans don’t get to keep as much
in their pockets, and that is what we
have to solve. We have to solve this
problem. It has been getting worse
now.
Again, the last time we dealt with
the Tax Code in a comprehensive way
was 30 years ago. To its credit, at the
time, we reduced rates, we stimulated
the economy, but we really didn’t simplify the Tax Code as much as we
would like to at this point.
So it is going to be hard, it is going
to take months, and it is going to take
a lot of people looking past the
naysayers, past the people who say this
can’t be done, past the people who say
the sky is falling, because we have
heard this all before.
I am old enough to have heard it in
the 1980s. That is when I started working. That is when I started bringing
home a paycheck. That is the time
when I started realizing what Federal
taxation was.
I always tell the story of my oldest
daughter, who trained to become a
nurse, and she went and got hired. The
first time she brought her paycheck—a
real paycheck, a full-time job paycheck
from the hospital—home, she said: Dad,
what is going on here? I thought I was
making this amount of money, and this
is the amount I bring home.
We all know what happened. You saw
all those lines: The Federal tax taken
out; the State tax taken out; the local
tax taken out; the Social Security tax
taken out; the Medicare. You saw all
the taxes that were taken out.
So what we have to do is we have to
simplify the Code, bring those tax rates
down, put more of that money in the
pockets of hardworking middle class
Americans. We owe them that. Part of
that is simplifying that Tax Code. Now,
once we do this and we stimulate the
economy, we get the economy going
again, our deficits will come down.
Look, we have to control spending.
There is no question about it. Spending
in this town is out of control. There is
no question about it. Our deficit will
exceed $700 billion a year.
To put that in perspective, that is 20
times the size of my State’s entire
budget, and that is the amount that we
are going to borrow this year.
When people say that we need money
for this and we need money for that,
every time we ask that question, you
know, can we afford it, we have to ask:
Can we afford passing this debt on to
future generations?
I have five children, now, six grandchildren. My children will never pay off
this debt. Those listening at home, if
they don’t believe me, go and look at
the Federal Budget website and look at
the projection of Federal debt. It never
goes to zero. It never, ever goes to
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zero—ever—not in my children’s lives,
not in my grandchildren’s lives, not in
my great-grandchildren’s lives. That is
just not the way we ought to run a government.
So once we tackle this tax reform,
once we get our economy booming
again with businesses vying to come
into this country—not to go to some
other country, but to come into America to do business—then we have to
turn our attention to securing the future for future generations, to making
certain that our Social Security system, which our seniors depend on, will
not only be here for the seniors now,
but for when my children and grandchildren reach their old age; that the
Medicare system, which is scheduled
now to be bankrupt in 10 years, that
the Medicare system that our seniors
depend on will not be there just for my
generation, not just for my children’s
generation, but for my grandchildren.
We have to make sure that this country remains the strongest, most powerful country on Earth, a force for good
and freedom throughout the world. We
have to restore our defense budget.
This President, to his credit, has called
for that.
But as we restore our defense budget,
we do have to redefine our spending
priorities, because we don’t—or, I
guess, maybe we do, print money here,
but it is not the right thing to do. We
shouldn’t be borrowing from future
generations to take care of these priorities.
We have to get our economy going,
make sure our revenues increase, and
then turn our attention to making sure
those revenues are spent wisely and
that we define the future for our children and grandchildren, a future that
they can be proud of in a country that
remains, as Majority Whip SCALISE
said on this floor today, standing at
this podium, a country that the world
can look toward for leadership, the
country that, for now over a century,
the world has looked toward for leadership to be the beacon of freedom, to be
what President Reagan called the
‘‘shining city on the hill.’’ Mr. Speaker, we do that by restoring the health
of our economy.
We took a big step toward that this
week with our tax reform framework.
We are setting the country up for an
economic rejuvenation, for a restoration, for those companies that have
gone overseas to come back home. Let
our great American workers make
their products. Come back home to the
greatest country this world has ever
known.
Mr. Speaker, that was a big step, but
it is only the first step. We have weeks
and months of work to get that done, a
big job, an important job, but the first
step was taken this week.
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
f

RECESS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
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declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.
Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 42 minutes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from Nebraska?
There was no objection.

f

f

b 1600

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

AFTER RECESS
The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HARRIS) at 4 p.m.
f

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following communication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:
OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 28, 2017.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, the Clerk received the following message from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 28, 2017, at 3:07 p.m.:
That the Senate passed with an amendment H.R. 3823.
With best wishes, I am
Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.
f

DISASTER TAX RELIEF AND AIRPORT AND AIRWAY EXTENSION
ACT OF 2017
Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent to take
from the Speaker’s table the bill (H.R.
3823) to amend title 49, United States
Code, to extend authorizations for the
airport improvement program, to
amend the Internal Revenue Code of
1986 to extend the funding and expenditure authority of the Airport and Airway Trust Fund, to provide disaster
tax relief, and for other purposes, with
the Senate amendment thereto, and
concur in the Senate amendment.
The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Clerk will report the Senate amendment.
The Clerk read as follows:
Senate amendment:
Strike title IV.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentleman from Nebraska?
There was no objection.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
f

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY,
SEPTEMBER 28, 2017, TO MONDAY,
OCTOBER 2, 2017
Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that when
the House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet on Monday, October 2, 2017, when
it shall convene at noon for morninghour debate and 2 p.m. for legislative
business.
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H.R. 3819. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to extend certain expiring provisions of law administered by the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs, and for other purposes.
f

SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED
The Speaker announced his signature
to enrolled bills of the Senate of the
following titles:
S. 327. An act to direct the Securities and
Exchange Commission to provide a safe harbor related to certain investment fund research reports, and for other purposes.
S. 1141. An act to ensure that the United
States promotes the meaningful participation of women in mediation and negotiation
processes seeking to prevent, mitigate, or resolve violent conflict.
S. 1866. An act to provide the Secretary of
Education with waiver authority for the reallocation rules and authority to extend the
deadline by which funds have to be reallocated in the campus-based aid programs
under the Higher Education Act of 1965 due
to Hurricane Harvey, Hurricane Irma, and
Hurricane Maria, to provide equitable services to children and teachers in private
schools, and for other purposes.
f

ADJOURNMENT
Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.),
under its previous order, the House adjourned until Monday, October 2, 2017,
at noon for morning-hour debate.
f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
2694. A letter from the Acting Administrator, Agricultural Marketing Service, Specialty Crops Program, Department of Agriculture, transmitting the Department’s interim rule — Apricots Grown in Designated
Counties in Washington; Decreased Assessment Rate [Doc. No.: AMS-SC-17-0033; SC17922-1 IR] received September 22, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Agriculture.
2695. A letter from the Chairwoman, Nuclear Weapons Council, Department of Defense and Department of Energy, transmitting a certification that the amounts requested for the National Nuclear Security
Administration in the President’s budget for
Fiscal Year 2018 meet nuclear stockpile and
stockpile stewardship program requirements, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 179(f)(1); Public
Law 99-661, Sec. 3137(a)(1) (as amended by
Public Law 112-239, Sec. 1039); (126 Stat. 1927);
to the Committee on Armed Services.

PO 00000

Frm 00043

Fmt 7634

Sfmt 0634

2696. A letter from the Assistant General
Counsel, Regulatory Affairs Division, Office
of the General Counsel, Consumer Product
Safety Commission, transmitting the Commission’s final rule — Protection of Human
Subjects received September 27, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.
2697. A letter from the Chief Counsel, National Telecommunications and Information
Administration, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Repeal of Regulations Governing the Public
Telecommunications
Facilities
Program
[Docket No.: 170627596-7803-02] (RIN: 0660AA34) received September 21, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
2698. A letter from the Director, Regulations Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Listing of Color Additives Exempt From Certification; Spirulina Extract; Confirmation
of Effective Date [Docket No.: FDA-2016-C2570] received September 27, 2017, pursuant to
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.
2699. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
NUREG — Final Safety Evaluation of Technical Specifications Task Force Traveler
TSTF-546, Revision 0, ‘‘Revise APRM Channel Adjustment Surveillance Requirement’’
received September 25, 2017, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and Commerce.
2700. A letter from the Director, Office of
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory
Commission, transmitting the Commission’s
Regulatory Issue Summary — 2017-06 NRC
Policy on Use of Combination Dosimetry Devices During Industrial Radiographic Operations received September 25, 2017, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.
2701. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Export Administration, Bureau of Industry and Security, Department of Commerce,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Removal of Certain Entities from the Entity
List; and Revisions of Entries on the Entity
List [Docket No.: 170622586-7586-01] (RIN:
0694-AH41) received September 27, 2017, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Foreign Affairs.
2702. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting a notification
of a federal vacancy, designation of acting
officer, nomination, action on nomination,
and discontinuation of service in acting role,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.
2703. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting two (2) notifications of a federal vacancy, designation of
acting officer, nomination, and discontinuation of service in acting role, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277, 151(b); (112
Stat. 2681-614); to the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform.
2704. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting two (2) notifications of a designation of acting officer,
nomination, action on nomination, and discontinuation of service in acting role, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Public Law 105-277,
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