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HONORING FALLEN KISSIMMEE
POLICE OFFICER MATTHEW BAX-
TER

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and
privilege to recognize the life of fallen Kis-
simmee Police Officer Matthew Baxter, who
passed away August 18, 2017. Matthew and
his supervisor, Sergeant Sam Howard, were
fatally wounded while responding to a shots-
fired call in the northern area of Kissimmee.
Both officers sacrificed their lives in the line of
duty protecting a woman, whose own state-
ment said, “without question,” the two men
were responsible for saving her life.

Matthew lived and served honorably, prov-
ing that no matter where you come from or
where you are going, you can make a dif-
ference. Matthew was born in Baltimore, Mary-
land. Throughout his youth Matthew dem-
onstrated his energetic personality and desire
to be a role model in the community through
his participation in athletics like basketball,
football, and wrestling. His motto was “pursue
the dreams closest to the heart and never giv-
ing up,” led to his graduation from Jefferson
High School in 2009, graduation from Valencia
College with a degree in Criminal Justice, and
his pursuit of a graduate program at Eastern
Florida State College.

Matthew joined the police academy to give
back and help his community. Through his
participation in programs such as Big Brothers
and Big Sisters, and through his role as a po-
lice officer, Matthew was able to mentor youth.
Instilling in them his dedication to pursue a
path of helping those around them for the bet-
terment of the community.

Matthew’s message of love, encourage-
ment, strength, and community live on in
every one of the people he touched in the
community and with his family; which includes
his wife, Sadia Baxter, and his four daughters
Sariah, Isabella, Zarah, and Sofia. For those
who put the wellbeing of others before their
own, they will never be forgotten.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, October 10, 2017, | was unable to be in
Washington and missed Roll Call votes No.
558, To designate the facility of the United
States Postal Service located at 4514
Williamson Trail in Liberty, Pennsylvania, as
the Staff Sergeant Ryan Scott Ostrom Post
Office, and No. 559, To designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located at
25 New Chardon Street Lobby in Boston,

Massachusetts, as the John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy Post Office. Had | been present, | would
have voted Yes on both bills.

————

IN HONOR OF EVAN MALISSA
WILLIAMS

HON. JIMMY PANETTA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Evan Malissa Williams on
her retirement from the Presidio of Monterey.
Ms. Williams leaves behind a distinguished ca-
reer in public service.

Ms. Williams has worked for the Federal
Government for 37 years, providing excep-
tional service to the Presidio of Monterey as a
Contract Officer with Mission and Installation
Contracting Command, Defense Language In-
stitute Foreign Language Center, and Installa-
tion Management Command. As a Contract
Officer, Ms. Williams established a pattern of
consistent merit, and her hard work served as
an example to others. She excelled in her re-
sponsibilities of independently planning, direct-
ing and executing many complex contract ac-
tions while executing her duties promptly and
professionally. It has been Ms. Williams’ duty
to ensure compliance and continuity in the of-
fice, even extending her retirement date six
months later than planned to help meet great
contracting demands.

Through her rigorous and thorough moni-
toring of purchasing and coordination efforts,
Ms. Williams ensured critical deadlines were
met while providing excellent service. Ms. Wil-
liams held many key contracts, enabling many
projects supporting our service members.

Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure to recognize
the duty, tireless efforts, and consummate pro-
fessionalism of Ms. Evan Malissa Williams. |
ask my distinguished colleagues to join me in
recognizing Ms. Williams’ outstanding service.

RECOGNIZING MS. DIONE BUONTO

HON. TOM RICE

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. RICE of South Carolina. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Ms. Dione Buonto,
CEO of the Grand Strand Boys and Girls
Club, for being selected to win the 2017
Maytag Dependable Leadership Award. As
one of only 10 recipients of this award nation-
wide, Ms. Buonto is among the best of the
best and is truly deserving of this recognition.

In order to receive this award, recipients
must possess three key traits: dependability,
reliability and leadership. Throughout her time
at the Grand Strand Boys and Girls Club, Ms.
Buonto has exemplified all of these traits and
more.

To see why she is so deserving, look no fur-
ther than the success of the Club and the
youth that are a part of it. Under the direction
and leadership of Ms. Buonto, the Grand
Strand Boys and Girls Club has become an
award-winning program for students, with a
dozen Club graduates currently attending col-
lege on scholarships made possible by their
involvement in the Club.

Ms. Buonto makes it her mission to invest in
every student. She is a true credit to the youth
she coaches and to the entire Grand Strand
community. Because of her leadership and
being honored with this award, the Grand
Strand Boys and Girls Club will now have the
opportunity to continue to invest in and
change the lives of youth all across the Grand
Strand. Congratulations to Dione, and | thank
her for all she does.

———

HONORING FALLEN KISSIMMEE
POLICE SERGEANT SAM HOWARD
III

HON. DARREN SOTO

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Mr. SOTO. Mr. Speaker, it is an honor and
privilege to recognize the life of fallen Kis-
simmee Police Sergeant Sam Howard lll, who
passed away August 19, 2017. Sam and his
fellow officer, Matthew Baxter, were fatally
wounded on August 18, 2017, while respond-
ing to a shots-fired call in the northern area of
Kissimmee. Both officers sacrificed their lives
in the line of duty protecting a woman, whose
own statement said, “without question,” the
two men were responsible for saving her life.

Sam was born on September 20, 1981, in
Bartow, Florida. Raised in Central Florida, he
graduated from Osceola High School in 2000.
Shortly after graduating, Sam joined the Flor-
ida Army National Guard and served in Iraq
from December 2003 to March 2005. Fulfilling
a goal his wife, Billie Jo Howard, says was al-
ways on his mind; to serve and protect.

After his military service, Sam’s desire to
serve and protect led to his pursuit of joining
the Kissimmee Police Department on January
22, 2007. Sam was a Detective Corporal,
Street Crimes Corporal, Traffic Homicide In-
vestigator, DUI Officer, Motors Officer, and
S.W.A.T. Sniper. On July 7, 2017, his impres-
sive work effort and dedication led to his pro-
motion to the rank of Sergeant.

Sam’s sense of duty also carried over to his
responsibilities as a father and husband. Sam
had always kept his promise to be a role
model and good father to his daughter,
Unique. Through hard times and good, Sam
always put Unique as his priority; as he would
always attend her sporting events. Sam’s wife
would say ‘“everyone should be blessed to
have a father like Sam.”

Sam was not only a leader of our commu-
nity in Kissimmee, but he was also a good
person and friend to those who knew him.

® This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.
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