E1382

money to build a new church which could ac-
commodate more parishioners. Construction of
the new church begun in 1918 and was com-
pleted in 1922.

In addition to the completion of the church
structure that still stands today, the community
built a parish hall that became a community
center for the neighborhood’s Hungarians, a
true social and religious meeting center of “Lit-
tle Hungary” on Buckeye Road.

St. Elizabeth’s was designed by Cleveland
architect Emile Uhlrich and is an example of
ltalian-influenced Baroque Revival architec-
ture. It was partly modelled after the church of
Sant’ Agnese in Agone in Rome.

St. Elizabeth’s Church was listed on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places, qualifying
both because of its place in Cleveland’s his-
tory and because of its historically significant
architecture.

The congregation of St. Elizabeth’s weath-
ered many changes throughout the decades,
but remained true to its mission and to its
dedication to Hungarian heritage.

St. Elizabeth’s Church is a magnificent ex-
ample of all that a spiritual home should be for
the past 125 years. Our hope is that St. Eliza-
beth of Hungary Catholic Church’s congrega-
tion continues to grow and prosper through
the years.

Gratulalok.

——————

HONORING STAN BETZ

HON. J. LUIS CORREA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 16, 2017

Mr. CORREA. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
honor one of my constituents, Mr. Stan Betz,
for his immense dedication serving the com-
munity of Santa Ana.

Mr. Betz, who passed away on September
28, 2017 and whose life we will always re-
member was a well-known custom car builder
and an Anaheim High School Hall of Famer
who recently celebrated his 90th birthday. Mr.
Betz grew up on an orange ranch on Lemon
Street in Anaheim and was a member of the
Anaheim High School Class of 1946. From an
early age, Mr. Betz became interested in cars
and they remained his passion throughout his
entire life. His uncle, Dick Kraft, one of the
original Hot Rodders who came up with many
innovations during his career, was a great
source of inspiration and encouragement for
Mr. Betz. And his legendary skills as a master
car builder and painter made him famous in
the automotive world.

Moreover, Mr. Betz’s shop was a popular
local meeting spot for all car enthusiasts and
aficionados in the 1950’s. His commitment and
passion with automobiles and his work in the
industry creating masterpieces continued
throughout the decades. When business
slowed down, Mr. Betz added paint products
to his establishment, and his shop soon
gained the reputation for being the best place
to find a precise paint color.

Mr. Betz fully embodied the value of com-
munity service in all aspects of his life. He
was not only a pioneer in the automotive in-
dustry but also a skilled businessman. As an
avid community advocate, he made valuable
contributions to the local community, such as
stopping by Anaheim High School to interact
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with students. Mr. Betz combined his passion
for cars with his passion to uplift the commu-
nity, and kept them both firmly rooted as a
part of his life.

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Betz is an example of the
value found in community engagement. | am
honored to recognize Mr. Betz for doing his
part in bridging the gap, and thank him for the
positive impact he has made on the Santa
Ana and Orange County community.

———

ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS FOR DISASTER
RELIEF REQUIREMENTS ACT, 2017

SPEECH OF

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 12, 2017

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in
support of H.R. 2266, which provides $36.5
billion in aid to respond to the damage caused
by Hurricanes Irma and Maria, and the
wildfires currently raging in California.

Specifically, the aid package before us pro-
vides an additional $18.7 billion in supple-
mental appropriations for the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency’s (FEMA) Disaster
Relief Fund (DRF) under the continuing reso-
lution (CR) that runs through Dec. 8 (P.L.
115-56).

Of this amount, as much as $4.9 billion
could be transferred to FEMA’s Community Di-
rect Loan (CDL) program to help local govern-
ments and U.S. territories provide essential
services.

The legislation before also provides an addi-
tional $16 billion in borrowing authority to the
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP),
which reached its borrowing limit after Hurri-
canes Harvey and Irma.

To alleviate the damage and suffering
caused by the wildfires in California, the legis-
lation provides $576.5 million for federal wild-
fire suppression programs.

There are particular concerns for our sen-
iors who survived the terrible storms that rav-
aged the Texas Coast, Florida, U.S. Virgin Is-
lands and Puerto Rico because so many of
them are alone, while trying to the do difficult
and hard job of cleaning out their homes, or
removing debris from their yards.

Mr. Speaker, the work is not done in my
State of Texas. There are thousands of fami-
lies who have no home to return to following
the historic flood.

We have low-income communities that are
struggling to find the new normal that FEMA
officials warned Texans would need to accept
following the historic flood.

A substantial portion of Houston’s residents
live in multi-family dwellings.

The city has lost low-income housing for the
elderly and the disabled.

The number of persons who remain dis-
placed and unable to find permanent housing
remains unacceptably high, with many towns
and cities left without space at hotels for visi-
tors or tourists, which contribute much needed
dollars to local economies.

As we rebuild the city must have sufficient
numbers of low-income, affordable, and ac-
cessible housing within the city limits so that
lives, families and communities can be re-
stored.
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The economics of a city requires that we
make room for everyone as Houston recovers.

Part of the work of rebuilding is to be sure
that post-Hurricane Harvey rebuilding and re-
covery leads to a better quality of life for all of
the people of Houston.

If we have the right balance of low income,
and affordable housing in the mix as we plan
the rebuild the recovery efforts will be a great
success.

We need a commitment that Community
Development Block Grant Program dollars will
have a dedicated amount to rebuild, repair, or
replace low-income affordable housing.

Recovery work in homes damaged by flood
water is hard work for young people, but it is
almost an impossible task for the elderly and
many are at risk of physical injury or falling
into poor health due to their age or medical
condition.

| am particularly concerned about the elderly
who survived the Hurricanes in Texas, Florida,
U.S. Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico.

Our nation’s seniors are proudly inde-
pendent, but a hurricane was not part of their
retirement plan.

Our seniors are trying to remove water-
logged furniture, remove sodden carpets, or
knock out damaged drywall. They are put at
risk of being injured or becoming ill.

Our seniors should not have to face the task
of recovery alone because they have survived
their children or may not live near a relative
who can help them.

My request to the appropriators is to re-
member that disasters do not visit only the
young and healthy.

The disabled and elderly are victims and
their needs during the recovery are very dif-
ferent and this should be addressed.

We need help our elderly and disabled with
getting sufficient resources in place to do this
difficult and heavy work of clearing their
homes so that they are safe, sanitary and can
be occupied.

If the homes of seniors are not cleared their
lives are put at risk due to mold, which will
come because Houston is a subtropical area
where dampness will allow spores to grow
within homes, which can cause health con-
cerns.

The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention alerted my office that they were con-
ducting surveillance in the Houston area for
medical conditions that can arise from expo-
sure to mold because of reported cases.

In future disasters there should be an effort
to extend the work of federal relief including
seeing to the needs of the elderly to be sure
they are living in safe and sanitary conditions.

Harvey did not spare Houston’s arts com-
munity or public spaces, but caused tremen-
dous damage to the: Alley Theater; Worthem
Opera; Jones Hall; and Hobby Center.

We must include plans to address the root
cause of some of the most catastrophic flood-
ing, water releases from the Addick and Bark-
er Dams.

| am committed to the Army Corp of Engi-
neers replacement of both of those dams.

The Army Corps should take the lead on
ensuring that much needed work at the Port of
Houston and throughout the impact zone for
the flooding is done, after a post Hurricane
Harvey assessment is completed to determine
the source of the flooding and report on what
needs to be done to mitigate the chance of a
reoccurrence.
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Texas is months away from seeing the
worse effects of the flood event.

A record 51.88 inches fall in the Houston
area during Hurricane Harvey’s torrential rains
before the rain gauge broke that was used to
measure precipitation, although the storm pun-
ished the upper Texas Coast with several
more days of rain.

According to the National Weather Service
this was the largest recorded storm in the con-
tinental U.S. history.

It is not an exaggeration to say that Hurri-
cane Harvey was an historic catastrophic
event.

Hurricane Harvey dropped 21 trillion gallons
of rainfall on Texas and Louisiana, most of it
on the Houston Metropolis.

This amount of rainfall could fill more than
24 thousand Astrodomes or supply the water
for the raging Niagara Falls for 15 days.

Hurricane Harvey caused damage to more
than 134 thousand homes of which 99 thou-
sand are in Harris County.

The total number of homes with major dam-
age or were destroyed was about 28 thou-
sand, of which 16 thousand are in Harris
County.

And today, nearly four weeks later, thou-
sands of Texans are still without permanent
and stable housing situations.

| thank Chairman FRELINGHUYSEN and Rank-
ing Member LOWEY, and Speaker RYAN and
Democratic Leader PELOSI, for bringing this
supplemental funding bill to the floor in a time-
ly manner because it lets the people of Flor-
ida, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands
know that the American people, acting through
the Congress, stand in solidarity with them in
their moment of heartbreak and anguish.

Mr. Speaker, 21 days ago, on September
20, 2017, Hurricane Maria made landfall in
Puerto Rico, along the southeastern coast,
near the small town of Yabucoa.

The devastation wrought on that beautiful
Caribbean oasis and its 3.5 million inhabitants,
our fellow citizens of the United States, is un-
imaginable, except perhaps to those of us who
have lived through and survived similar natural
disasters, like Hurricanes Harvey and Katrina.

At least 48 people have died as a result of
the storm as rescue and recovery operations
proceed, and no electricity to combat the sti-
fling heat, this number is likely to rise, espe-
cially with so many elderly, sick, and very
young persons at risk.

As we speak, more than half of Puerto
Rico’s population (55 percent) is still without
potable drinking water and 85 percent of Puer-
to Rico’s 1.57 million electricity customers are
without power, the majority of which can be
expected to remain in this state for as many
as 10 months since Hurricane Maria knocked
out nearly all of Puerto Rico’s 2,400 miles of
transmission lines.

Hurricane Maria destroyed 80 percent of
Puerto Rico’s agricultural industry, including
banana, plantain and coffee crops, which
translates into lost income of approximately
$780 million.

And yesterday, the Governor of Puerto Rico
announced that four persons had died from
leptospirosis, a disease spread by animals’
urine, which they contracted by drinking from
contaminated rivers and streams.

On August 30, 2017, Hurricane Irma struck,
inflicting horrific damage on the U.S. Virgin Is-
lands of St. Thomas, St. Croix, and St. John,
the Caribbean nations of Barbuda, St.
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Maarten, Cuba, and Anguilla, before making
landfall in the Florida Keys.

In Florida alone, 6.4 million people were told
to evacuate to safety, leading to days of
jammed highways and frantic searches for
gasoline amid one of the nation’s largest ever-
emergency evacuations.

At least 124 persons are known to have lost
their lives in Hurricane Irma and more than
200,000 Floridians took refuge in shelters.

Nearly 7.2 million homes and businesses
were without power in the southeast part of
the United States, 6.5 million of which were in
Florida.

Mr. Speaker, we do not yet know the full ex-
tent of the damage and devastation suffered
by our fellows Americans in Florida, the U.S.
Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico in the wake of
Hurricanes Irma and Maria.

But what we do know is that the costs of re-
covery and reconstruction will be extensive,
best estimates place the cost in the range of
$50-$100 billion.

That is why | strongly support the legislation
pending before us appropriating an additional
$18.7 bilion for the FEMA-Disaster Relief
Fund as the initial response of the Congress
to the damage caused by Hurricanes Irma and
Maria.

But | must emphasize that what we are con-
sidering here is the initial response because
much more funding will be needed because
my state of Texas and Houston, my home city
and the nation’s fourth largest city, remains
devastated by Hurricane Harvey.

I will be working closely with House and
committee leadership to secure the substantial
funding necessary to meet the needs of my
constituents in the area of housing, community
development, transportation, infrastructure,
and water resource management that must be
addressed in the next and subsequent supple-
mental appropriations measures to come be-
fore the House.

These are and remain the highest priorities
for my Texas colleagues and me and we will
not waver in this pursuit, nor falter or fail in
our advocacy.

But while that works goes on, we must
today rally to the aid of our fellow citizens in
Florida, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Puerto Rico,
and California who are facing and striving to
overcome the difficulties visited upon them by
Mother Nature.

They were, and will be, there when Texas
asked for help and are entitled to expect the
same treatment in return.

It is the right thing—the American thing—to
do.

| ask all Members to join me in voting to
pass this House Amendment to Senate
Amendment to H.R. 2266, Additional Supple-
mental Appropriations for Disaster Relief Re-
quirements Act for Fiscal Year 2017 and to
commit to providing our fellow Americans in
Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Florida,
and California the help and support they need
to restore their communities to their previous
greatness.

————
SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
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tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Oc-
tober 17, 2017 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.

MEETINGS SCHEDULED
OCTOBER 18

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Patrick Pizzella, of Virginia,
to be Deputy Secretary, Cheryl Marie
Stanton, of South Carolina, to be Ad-
ministrator of the Wage and Hour Divi-
sion, and David G. Zatezalo, of West
Virginia, to be Assistant Secretary for
Mine Safety and Health, all of the De-
partment of Labor, Janet Dhillon, of
Pennsylvania, and Daniel M. Gade, of
North Dakota, both to be a Member of
the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, Carlos G. Muniz, of Flor-
ida, to be General Counsel, Department
of Education, Peter B. Robb, of
Vermont, to be General Counsel of the
National Labor Relations Board, and
Gerald W. Fauth, of Virginia, Kyle
Fortson, of the District of Columbia,
and Linda A. Puchala, of Maryland,
each to be a Member of the National
Mediation Board.

SD-430
10 a.m.
Committee on Environment and Public
Works

Business meeting to consider the nomi-
nations of Michael Dourson, of Ohio, to
be Assistant Administrator for Toxic
Substances, and William L. Wehrum, of
Delaware, Matthew Z. Leopold, of Flor-
ida, and David Ross, of Wisconsin, each
to be an Assistant Administrator, all of
the Environmental Protection Agency,
Paul Trombino III, of Wisconsin, to be
Administrator of the Federal Highway
Administration, Department of Trans-
portation, and Jeffery Martin Baran, of
Virginia, to be a Member of the Nu-
clear Regulatory Commission.

SD-406
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Jeff Tien Han Pon, of Virginia,
to be Director, and Michael Rigas, of
Massachusetts, to be Deputy Director,
both of the Office of Personnel Manage-
ment, and Emily Webster Murphy, of
Missouri, to be Administrator of Gen-
eral Services.

SD-342
Committee on the Judiciary

To hold an oversight hearing to examine
the Department of Justice.

SH-216
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Thomas L. Carter, of South
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