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brothers producing each piece of candy
individually with just two candy-mak-
ing machines to building a warehouse
and being regarded throughout the
East Coast as a well-known candy com-
pany. While both of the third-genera-
tion brothers were vital to the com-
pany’s increasing success, it was Jack
who became lovingly referred to as,
““the Candy Man.”

Jack was very engaged in hands-on
management of the company. When he
wasn’t on the ground overseeing pro-
duction, Jack served as a volunteer
firefighter with the Wissahickon and
Flourtown fire companies. Jack also
became a prominent member of the
community by serving on the boards of
the First Presbyterian Church in Ger-
mantown and the historic Cliveden,
where he sponsored the Battle of Ger-
mantown reenactment for 40 years.
Jack’s proactive involvement and dedi-
cation to the community did not go un-
recognized. In 1988, the Philadelphia
Chamber of Commerce awarded Jack
the Small Business Person of the Year
award, and in 2006, he was inducted
into the National Confectionary Sales
Association’s Candy Hall of Fame.
Though it is with great sadness that
Jack Asher passed away in September
of 2017, his legacy will undoubtedly
continue through the life of Asher’s
Chocolates.

While over a century has passed since
its founding, Asher’s Chocolates still
remains family owned. Currently, Jeff,
a fourth-generation Asher, serves as
the CEO of Asher’s Chocolates and be-
lieves it is his family’s ‘‘stubborn, com-
mon commitment to providing excel-
lent chocolate at an affordable price”’
that has allowed Asher’s Chocolates to
remain in business for so long. Today
Asher’s Chocolates has expanded its
business, selling over 3.3 million
pounds of candy each year, employing
over 100 people, and supplying delicious
treats on a national and worldwide
level to Canada, Mexico, Japan, China,
South America, and Europe.

As Asher’s Chocolates has reached
global success, I am honored it calls
Pennsylvania home. Founded by a
Scottish man who emigrated from Can-
ada and was devoted to operating a
family-run business, Asher’s Choco-
lates is rich in both diversity and tra-
dition. While their impact is great and
long-standing, Asher’s Chocolates
hasn’t lost sight of what is important:
family and ‘‘one of life’s sweetest
pleasures . . . [is] a simple box of choc-
olate.” Asher’s Chocolates serves as a
symbol of success, history, and family,
and I commend the Asher family and
the company’s employees on the 125th
anniversary of its founding.e

————

TRIBUTE TO CHANCE BROWN

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Chance Brown, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota.
Chance is a graduate of Douglas High
School in Box Elder, SD, and a recent
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graduate of Colorado State University
in Fort Collins, CO, having earned de-
grees in sociology, political science,
and business administration. He is a
dedicated worker who has been com-
mitted to getting the most out of his
experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Chance Brown for all of
the fine work he has done and wish him
continued success in the years to
come.®

———
TRIBUTE TO DAN KNUTSON

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize Dan Knutson, an intern in
my Washington, DC, office, for all of
the hard work he has done for me, my
staff, and the State of South Dakota.

Dan is a graduate of Lincoln High
School in Sioux Falls, SD, and a recent
graduate of Augustana University, hav-
ing earned a degree in psychology. He
is a dedicated worker who has been
committed to getting the most out of
his experience.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Dan Knutson for all of
the fine work he has done and wish him
continued success in the years to
come.®

—————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his
secretaries.

—————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on October 11,
2017, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the House has passed the fol-
lowing bill, without amendment:

S. 1617. An act to designate the checkpoint
of the United States Border Patrol located
on United States Highway 77 North in
Sarita, Texas, as the ‘‘Javier Vega, Jr. Bor-
der Patrol Checkpoint”’.

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on October 12,
2017, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the House has passed the fol-
lowing bills, without amendment:

S. 190. An act to provide for consideration
of the extension under the Energy Policy and
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Conservation Act of non-application of No-
Load Mode energy efficiency standards to
certain security or life safety alarms or sur-
veillance systems, and for other purposes.

S. 920. An act to establish a National Clin-
ical Care Commission.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 4:04 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bill, without amendment:

S. 585. An act to provide greater whistle-
blower protections for Federal employees,
increased awareness of Federal whistle-
blower protections, and increased account-
ability and required discipline for the Fed-
eral supervisors who retaliate against whis-
tleblowers, and for other purposes.

The message further announced that
the House has passed the following
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate:

H.R. 294. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2700 Cullen Boulevard in Pearland, Texas, as
the ‘“Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office
Building”.

H.R. 378. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to enhance the authority under
which Federal agencies may pay cash awards
to employees for making cost saving disclo-
sures, and for other purposes.

H.R. 452. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
324 West Saint Louis Street in Pacific, Mis-
souri, as the ‘‘Specialist Jeffrey L. White, Jr.
Post Office”.

H.R. 1858. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 4514 Williamson Trail in Liberty, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Ryan Scott
Ostrom Post Office”.

H.R. 2105. An act to require the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology to disseminate guidance to help
reduce small business cybersecurity risks,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 2196. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to allow whistleblowers to dis-
close information to certain recipients.

H.R. 2229. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide permanent authority
for judicial review of certain Merit Systems
Protection Board decisions relating to whis-
tleblowers, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2254. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2635 Napa Street in Vallejo, California, as
the ‘“‘Janet Capello Post Office Building™’.

H.R. 2302. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2569 Nassau Street, Suite 2 in Princeton,
New Jersey, as the “Dr. John F. Nash, Jr.
Post Office”.

H.R. 2464. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 26 New Chardon Street Lobby in Boston,
Massachusetts, as the ““John Fitzgerald Ken-
nedy Post Office’’.

H.R. 2763. An act to amend the Small Busi-
ness Act to improve the Small Business In-
novation Research program and Small Busi-
ness Technology Transfer program, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 2989. An act to establish the Frederick
Douglass Bicentennial Commission.

H.R. 3031. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide for flexibility in
making withdrawals from a Thrift Savings
Plan account, and for other purposes.
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H.R. 3243. An act to amend title 40, United
States Code, to eliminate the sunset of cer-
tain provisions relating to information tech-
nology, to amend the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 to ex-
tend the sunset relating to the Federal Data
Center Consolidation Initiative, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolutions, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 71. Concurrent resolution es-
tablishing the congressional budget for the
United States Government for fiscal year
2018 and setting forth the appropriate budg-
etary levels for fiscal years 2019 through 2027.

H. Con. Res 85. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for a correction in the enrollment of
H.R. 2266.

The message further announced that
the House has agreed to the amend-
ment of the Senate to the bill (H.R.
1616) to amend the Homeland Security
Act of 2002 to authorize the National
Computer Forensics Institute, and for
other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the amendment of
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2266) to
amend title 28 of the United States
Code to authorize the appointment of
additional bankruptcy judges; and for
other purposes, with an amendment, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate.

The message further announced that
the House disagreed to the amendment
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2810) to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2018 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes, and
asks a conference with the Senate on
the disagreeing votes of the two Houses
thereon, and that the following Mem-
bers be the managers of the conference
on the part of the House:

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for consideration of the House bill
and the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. THORNBERRY, WILSON of South
Carolina, LoBIoNDO, BIsHOP of Utah,
TURNER, ROGERS of Alabama, FRANKS
of Arizona, SHUSTER, CONAWAY, LAM-
BORN, WITTMAN, COFFMAN, Mrs.
HARTZLER, Messrs. AUSTIN ScOTT of
Georgia, COOK, Ms. STEFANIK, Messrs.
KNIGHT, BACON, SMITH of Washington,
BRADY of Pennsylvania, Mrs. DAVIS of
California, Messrs. LANGEVIN, LARSEN
of Washington, COOPER, Ms. BORDALLO,
Mr. COURTNEY, Ms. TSONGAS, Mr.
GARAMENDI, Ms. SPEIER, Mr. VEASEY,
and Ms. GABBARD.

From the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, for consider-
ation of matters within the jurisdic-
tion of that committee under clause 11
of rule X: Messrs. NUNES, STEWART, and
SCHIFF.

From the Committee on the Budget,
for consideration of section 1262 of the
House bill, and section 4 of the Senate
amendment, and modifications com-
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mitted to conference: Messrs. JOHNSON
of Ohio, BERGMAN, and YARMUTH.

From the Committee on Education
and the Workforce, for consideration of
sections 221, 551, 555, and 3509 of the
House bill, and sections 236, 551-53, 3116,
5508, and 6001 of the Senate amend-
ment, and modifications committed to
conference: Ms. FOXX, Messrs. BYRNE,
and ScoTT of Virginia.

From the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for consideration of sec-
tions 313, 314, 601, 723, 727, 729, 732, 3118,
and 3122 of the House bill, and sections
601, 701, 725, 732, 1089A, 1625, and 3114 of
the Senate amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Messrs.
WALDEN, BARTON, and PALLONE.

From the Committee on Financial
Services, for consideration of section
862 of the Senate amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. BARR, WILLIAMS, and
Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.

From the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, for consideration of sections 864,
1032, 1039, 1040, 1058, 1201, 1203-05, 1211,
1222, 1223, 1231, 1232, 1234, 1243, 1246, 1247,
1265, 1270A, 1272, 1276, 1278, 1280, 1301,
1302, 1521, 1522, 1687, 2841, and 3117 of the
House bill, and sections 111, 861, 867,
1011, 1203-05, 1212, 1213, 1231-33, 1241-45,
1250, 1261-63, 1270B, 1270C, 1282, 1283,
1301, 1302, 1531, and 1651 of the Senate
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. ROYCE of
California, DONOVAN, and ENGEL.

From the Committee on the Judici-
ary, for consideration of sections 515,
1062, 1063, 1067, 1080, 1695, 2843, and 3510
of the House bill, and sections 520A,
529, 1035, 1081, 1083, 1217, 1264, and 14013
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. GOODLATTE, ISSA, and CONYERS.

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of sections
601, 1062, 1265, 2827, 2828, 2831, 2832, 2844,
2863, subtitle F of title XXVIII, and
section 2863 of the House bill, and sec-
tions 311, 338, 601, 1263, 1264, 2850, and
12801 of the Senate amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference: Mr. WESTERMAN, Ms. CHENEY,
and Mr. GRIJALVA.

From the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform, for consider-
ation of sections 323, 501, 801, 803, 859—
860A, 873, and 1101-09 of the House bill,
and sections 218, 544, 557, 801, 812, 821,
822, 829, 852, 902, 931, 934, 938, 1045, 1093,
1094, 1101, 1102, 1104-06, 1111-13, 2821,
2822, 6005, 6012, 10804, 11023-25, and 11603
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference:
Messrs. MEADOWS, R0OsSS, and LYNCH.

From the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology, for consider-
ation of section 223 of the House bill
and sections 897, 898, 1662-64, and 6002 of
the Senate amendment, and modifica-
tions committed to conference: Messrs.
SMITH of Texas, LUCAS, and Ms. EDDIE
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.

From the Committee on Small Busi-
ness, for consideration of sections 801,
860B, 867, 1701-04, 1711-13, 1721-23, 1731-
37, and 1741 of the House bill, and sec-
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tions 854, 862, 897, 898, 899C, 10801, and
10802 of the Senate amendment, and
modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. CHABOT, KELLY of Mis-
sissippi, and Ms. VELAZQUEZ.

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure, for consider-
ation of sections 122, 311, 546, 601, 1082,
1617, 1695, 3501, 3502, 3505, and 3507-10 of
the House bill, and sections 331, 601,
1048, 6002, 13501, 13502, 13508, 13513, 13607,
and 14013 of the Senate amendment,
and modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. GRAVES of Missouri,
HUNTER, and Mrs. BUSTOS.

From the Committee on Veterans’
Affairs, for consideration of section 572,
573, 576, 578, 1077, 2841 of the House bill,
and sections 731, 1084, 1088, 1264, 11001,
11008, and 14004 of the Senate amend-
ment, and modifications committed to
conference: Messrs. ROE of Tennessee,
BILIRAKIS, and WALZ.

From the Committee on Ways and
Means for consideration of section 701
of the Senate amendment, and modi-
fications committed to conference: Mr.
TIBERI, Mrs. WALORSKI, and Mr. NEAL.

————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 294. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
2700 Cullen Boulevard in Pearland, Texas, as
the ‘““Endy Nddiobong Ekpanya Post Office
Building”’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 378. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to enhance the authority under
which Federal agencies may pay cash awards
to employees for making cost saving disclo-
sures, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 452. An act to designate the facility of
the United States Postal Service located at
324 West Saint Louis Street in Pacific, Mis-
souri, as the ‘‘Specialist Jeffrey L. White, Jr.
Post Office’’; to the Committee on Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 1858. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 4514 Williamson Trail in Liberty, Pennsyl-
vania, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Ryan Scott
Ostrom Post Office”; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 2105. An act to require the Director of
the National Institute of Standards and
Technology to disseminate guidance to help
reduce small business cybersecurity risks,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 2196. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to allow whistleblowers to dis-
close information to certain recipients; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 2229. An act to amend title 5, United
States Code, to provide permanent authority
for judicial review of certain Merit Systems
Protection Board decisions relating to whis-
tleblowers, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs.

H.R. 2254. An act to designate the facility
of the United States Postal Service located
at 2635 Napa Street in Vallejo, California, as
the ‘‘Janet Capello Post Office Building’’; to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs.
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