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This comes from a family, the Koch 
brothers, who are pretty upfront about 
what they believe. They do not want to 
cut Social Security or Medicare and 
Medicaid. They will take that, but that 
is really not their goal. They want to 
eliminate Social Security, Medicare, 
Medicaid, and virtually every other 
Federal program that provides help to 
the working families of this country. 

By the way, just in passing, if the es-
tate tax, which is part of the Repub-
lican budget, is repealed, we might 
want to mention that the Koch broth-
ers’ family would see a benefit of some 
$30 billion. If your family is going to 
get a $30 billion benefit, then putting a 
few hundred million dollars into seeing 
that legislation passed is not a difficult 
idea. 

This budget makes clear who the Re-
publicans in Congress are listening to, 
and it is not the middle class or the 
working families who do not want to 
see Medicare cut or Medicaid cut and 
who certainly do not want to see a $1.9 
trillion tax break for the top 1 percent. 
I am afraid that my Republican col-
leagues are listening to their top cam-
paign contributors who have told the 
Republican Party, in no uncertain 
terms, that if they do not get their tax 
cuts, they will stop providing the Re-
publicans with hundreds of millions of 
dollars in campaign contributions. How 
sad is that? 

Think about the incredibly brave 
Americans who have fought for democ-
racy over the years. Some of them 
never return from the battlefields 
where they have fought for an Amer-
ican democracy that makes us a coun-
try where people rule. Abraham Lin-
coln reminded us that we are a ‘‘gov-
ernment of the people, by the people, 
for the people,’’ not a government of 
the billionaires, by the billionaires, 
and for the billionaires. 

Let’s be clear about something else. 
The entire economic theory that Sen-
ate Republicans and President Trump 
have embraced with this budget is 
called trickle-down economics. That is 
what it is. You give tax breaks to bil-
lionaires and large corporations, and 
the benefits trickle down. They im-
prove the economy. This whole theory 
is a fraud, and when applied, it has 
been an abysmal failure. 

Since Ronald Reagan and George W. 
Bush slashed taxes on the wealthy and 
deregulated Wall Street, trillions of 
dollars in wealth have been redistrib-
uted from the middle class and working 
families to a handful of millionaires 
and billionaires. Today, we have more 
wealth and income inequality than at 
any time since the 1920s. Today, the 
top one-tenth of 1 percent owns almost 
as much wealth as the bottom 90 per-
cent. This budget would make a bad 
situation even worse by widening that 
gap with its trillions in cuts to social 
programs and gifts to the top 1 percent. 

The Republican budget we are debat-
ing today would make horrific cuts to 
the needs of working families. Let me 
give you a few examples. This budget 

would give the wealthiest family in 
America, the Walton family of 
Walmart, a tax cut of up to $52 billion. 
Does anyone in their right mind think 
that the wealthiest family in this 
country needs a tax break of up to $52 
billion? They do that by repealing the 
estate tax. 

At the same time, however, if you are 
a low-income senior citizen—and we 
have too many of them in the State of 
Vermont—trying to figure out how to 
keep warm in a cold winter, you and 
700,000 other senior citizens and fami-
lies might not be able to keep your 
home warm in the winter because of a 
cut of about $4 billion to the Low In-
come Home Energy Assistance Pro-
gram. 

This budget says that if you are the 
second wealthiest family in America, 
the Koch brothers, your family will see 
a tax break of up to $33 billion. But if 
you are a working class kid right now 
in high school in Vermont or in Texas 
or in Wyoming and you are scratching 
your head as to how you can afford to 
go to college and, in your computa-
tions, you are looking at what a Pell 
grant might mean to you, this budget 
would cut over $100 billion in Pell 
grants and other financial assistance 
programs. 

This budget gives members of the 
Trump family a tax cut of up to $4 bil-
lion. But if you are a low-income, preg-
nant woman, you and over a million 
other new moms, babies, and toddlers 
may not be able to get the nutrition 
you need, thanks to a $6.5 billion cut to 
the Women, Infants, and Children Pro-
gram, the so-called WIC Program. 

At a time when millions of working- 
class families all across this country 
are paying 40 percent or 50 percent or 
more for the housing they need, this 
budget eliminates housing assistance 
for more than a million families due to 
a cut of about $37 billion to the Section 
8 rental assistance program and other 
housing programs. 

At a time when the cost of childcare 
has skyrocketed, which is a very seri-
ous problem in my State, the Repub-
lican budget eliminates Head Start 
services for 25,000 children each and 
every year by cutting this program by 
some $3 billion. 

In total, the Republican budget 
would cut more than $5 trillion from 
education, healthcare, affordable hous-
ing, childcare, transportation, and 
other programs that working people 
desperately need over the next decade. 

What is alarming is that despite this 
incredible giveaway for the billionaire 
class, the Koch brothers and their net-
work say that it is not enough. They 
want more. Let us be very clear that 
their eventual goal—not today, not to-
morrow, but their eventual goal is to 
see that programs like Social Security, 
Medicare, and Medicaid are completely 
eliminated. 

Let me conclude by saying that this 
budget is not a budget for the people of 
Texas. It is not a budget for the people 
of Vermont or the people of Wyoming 

or the people of the United States of 
America. This is a budget for the bil-
lionaire class, which today is already 
doing phenomenally well. This is a 
budget for campaign contributors 
whose greed has no end, who provide 
millions of dollars to candidates who 
represent their interests. 

This is a budget that must be op-
posed by the American people. I urge 
the American people to tell their Mem-
bers of the Senate to vote no on this 
budget. 

With that, I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:42 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. HOEVEN). 

f 

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON 
THE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR 
2018—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Wyoming. 

AMENDMENT NO. 1116 
(Purpose: In the nature of a substitute.) 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I call up 
amendment No. 1116. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

The Senator from Wyoming [Mr. ENZI] pro-
poses an amendment numbered 1116. 

Mr. ENZI. I ask unanimous consent 
that the reading of the amendment be 
dispensed with. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The amendment is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Text of Amendments.’’) 

Mr. ENZI. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
proceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak as in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I come 
to the floor to discuss the Republican 
tax reform plan and what impact it 
will have on the fiscal health of our 
Nation but especially the impact it will 
have on working families across the 
United States and in my home State of 
Illinois. 

I have represented Illinois in Con-
gress both as a House Member and as a 
Senator for a number of years. I am 
proud to say that during my career, I 
have not shied away from tackling big 
issues. 
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