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HONORING PETER D. TRUMAN 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dedicated and accomplished man 
from our City, former Pennsylvania State Rep-
resentative, Peter D. Truman. 

Peter was born in the City of Philadelphia 
on January 13, 1935. He received his Bach-
elor of Business Administration from Florida 
State Christian College and attended New 
York State University. From 1959 to 1967, he 
served as an officer on the Philadelphia Police 
Department and in 1968, he served as a con-
stable to the 3rd Ward of Philadelphia. After, 
he worked as assistant to the chief clerk in the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives (1968 
to 1971). From 1970 to 1982, he served as 
president of the 3rd Ward Committeeman As-
sociation. From 1971 to 1972, he was the di-
rector of the Pennsylvania Bureau of General 
Services. From 1972 to 1973, he worked as 
the regional director to the Pennsylvania De-
partment of Commerce and was an adminis-
trative assistant to the Sheriff of Philadelphia 
(1973 to 1975). 

Further, Peter served as director of the 
Pennsylvania Bureau of General Services 
(1971 to 1972) and regional director of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Commerce (1972 
to 1973). After, he was an administrative as-
sistant to the Sheriff of Philadelphia (1973 to 
1975) and deputy chief clerk to the Philadel-
phia Traffic Court (1979 to 1982). Additionally, 
he was a leader of the 3rd Ward Democratic 
Committee (1982). Admirably, he was elected 
as a Democrat to the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives for the 1983, 1985 and 1987 
terms. He resigned from the House, January 
4, 1988. He also served as Clerk of Quarter 
Sessions for the City of Philadelphia (1988 to 
1992). In addition to his diverse career of pub-
lic service, Peter is the founder of Dan-Silo 
Consultants. 

The 2nd Congressional District of Pennsyl-
vania extends gratitude to Peter Truman for 
his dedicated support to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE VILLAGE WEST 
POOL 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the Village West Pool on the occasion 
of its 50th anniversary. This historic milestone 
is a testament to the strength of community 
spirit in Fairfax County and throughout North-
ern Virginia. 

The neighborhood of West Springfield was 
developed in 1966 by the Richmarr Construc-

tion Company. Richmarr generously donated 
land on which to build a community pool how-
ever, financing the construction of the pool 
itself was left to the community. Determined to 
take advantage of the opportunity to improve 
their neighborhood, the citizens of West 
Springfield came together to raise the nec-
essary funds and one year later, on July 4, 
1967, the Village West Pool opened. 

Since that time, generations of residents 
have enjoyed facility. Three levels of swim-
ming programs are offered including the Vi-
kings for swimmers aged 4 to 18. This is a 
competitive swim team and is part of the 
Northern Virginia Swim League, the largest 
summer swim league in the nation. The Little 
Vikings is the developmental team and also 
swims in certain meets, including the Lollipop 
Meet. There is also a Learn to Swim program 
for very young swimmers who are not yet 
comfortable in the water. To encourage com-
munity spirit and camaraderie, The Pavilion is 
available to rent for local parties and gath-
erings. In addition, pool membership fees are 
discounted to all who agree to volunteer dur-
ing the pool season. 

Mr. Speaker, the health of a community can 
be judged through its level of civic engage-
ment. The creation of the Village West Pool 
and its innovative programs are a testament to 
the level of civic engagement that is present in 
West Springfield and in fact, throughout Fair-
fax County. A group of citizens decided that 
they wanted to do something to make their 
community better and they set about doing 
just that. This willingness to work together to 
achieve a common goal speaks volumes on 
the health of our communities. Fairfax County 
remains one of the best places in the country 
in which to live, work and raise a family due 
to the efforts of individuals like the ones that 
came together to create the Village West Pool 
and the current residents and members who 
are committed to maintaining and preserving 
this neighborhood asset. I commend the 
Pool’s Board and the entire West Springfield 
Civic Association for reaching this historic 
milestone and ask my colleagues to join me in 
wishing them great success in their future en-
deavors. 
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ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL AP-
PROPRIATIONS FOR DISASTER 
RELIEF REQUIREMENTS ACT, 2017 

SPEECH OF 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 12, 2017 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of 
the disaster supplement because it provides 
critical funds to help rebuild communities in 
the U.S. states and territories, including Puerto 
Rico. Although I support this bill, I am con-
cerned it is not enough. For example, it fails 
to provide funds for Community Development 
Block Grants, critical health care needs, Social 

Services Block Grants and public housing as-
sistance. 

I am proud to represent one of the largest 
Puerto Rican communities in the United 
States. Since the hurricane, I have worked 
closely with federal and state authorities to en-
sure help is delivered to the island in an effi-
cient manner. In addition, I have worked 
closely with Puerto Rican communities in my 
Congressional district to answer questions and 
help them reconnect with friends and family. 
We need to assure people in these devastated 
areas Congress will stand with them in the 
short and long term—provide comfort and im-
mediate needs now and also funds to rebuild 
infrastructure and restore and strengthen their 
economy that will sustain well into the future. 

As these funds are dispersed, it is impera-
tive they are managed responsibly so storm 
victims don’t become targets of shady out-
siders or crooked business owners. 

This week, President Trump once again let 
down the people of Puerto Rico by announc-
ing he plans to prematurely pull the military, 
FEMA and other critical agency support from 
the island. This approach is irresponsible and 
dangerous. The island and its people are still 
fragile and need to rebuild, not be burdened 
with further anxiety and uncertainty. 
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HONORING ALPHONSO ‘‘AL’’ DEAL 

HON. DWIGHT EVANS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor a dedicated and courageous man from 
North Philadelphia, Alphonso ‘‘Al’’ Deal, a re-
tired Philadelphia Police Officer and former 
Philadelphia State Representative. 

Al was born in Watertown, Florida. From 
1941 to 1945, he served in the U.S. Army for 
four years as a Military Policeman, where he 
actively led protests against segregation. As 
an honorable discharge, he settled in Philadel-
phia and secured employment at the Edward 
G. Budd Company. While there, he was ap-
pointed chairman of the union’s first Fair Em-
ployment Anti-discrimination Committee and 
Chairman of the Education Committee. 

In 1954, Al became a Philadelphia Police 
Officer where he dedicated his career and life 
to improving the lives of others. Specifically, 
he aimed to end unfair police tactics and bru-
tality. To do so, he organized the Guardian 
Civic League to better relations and under-
standing between the police and community. 
Under his leadership the Guardian Civic spon-
sored various programs such as food baskets 
for the needy during Christmas and Thanks-
giving, sending underprivileged children to 
Summer Camp, serving as chaperones to 
teenage programs, supporting revised Fair 
Housing Legislation and cooperating with 
other Civic groups to further their efforts in 
general service to the community. Further, Al 
served as the first Black man to be assigned 
to the Labor Squad. 
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