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colleagues in Graham and teachers every-
where. I join with his friends, family, and the 
Sixth District in congratulating Bernard Fuller 
on this excellent accomplishment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE RESIDENCE INN 
FAIR LAKES 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the Residence Inn Fair Lakes on its 
20th anniversary. Each year, the Residence 
Inn provides exemplary service to those living 
in and visiting the Northern Virginia region. 
Countless numbers of great reviews and rat-
ings have ensured its reputation as one of the 
premier hotels in the region. It is an honor to 
recognize the Residence Inn on its 20th anni-
versary and celebrate this extraordinary ac-
complishment. 

Opening their doors in 1997, the Residence 
Inn Fair Lakes filled a need in the community 
for high quality yet affordable accommoda-
tions. Being located in a prime location, the 
Residence Inn attracts a wide variety of trav-
elers from short stay tourists to longer-term 
business professionals. Its proximity to Dulles 
and National Airports, the thriving high-tech re-
gion of the Dulles corridor, Fair Oaks Mall, 
George Mason University, countless res-
taurants, and of course Washington, D.C., has 
made the Residence Inn Fair Lakes a premier 
destination. 

In 20 years, the Fair Lakes region of our 
county has witnessed explosive growth and 
expansion in residential as well as corporate 
development. Residence Inn Fair Lakes has 
positioned itself to give business travelers, 
both domestic and international, a place to 
stay that is like a home away from home. 

In addition to providing exceptional accom-
modations to business and leisure travelers, 
Residence Inn Fair Lakes also offers exten-
sive event planning services. Corporate meet-
ings, conferences and training sessions are 
frequently scheduled at the Residence Inn Fair 
Lakes. Social events including engagement 
parties, showers, and family reunions are 
made even more special through the out-
standing customer service provided by the fa-
cility and its staff. And of course, the wedding 
services and receptions held at the Residence 
Inn are meticulously planned. No detail is 
overlooked and the beautiful setting makes the 
event even more memorable. 

The motto of the Commonwealth of Virginia 
is: ‘‘Virginia is for Lovers.’’ The management 
and staff of the Residence Inn embodies that 
motto through its hospitality, generosity, kind-
ness, exemplary customer service, and reli-
ability. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating the Residence Inn 
Fair Lakes on its 20th anniversary and in 
wishing it continued success. 
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BARBARA A. ZDRAVECKY 

HON. KATHY CASTOR 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Ms. CASTOR of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the distinguished career 

and leadership of ‘‘one of country’s most influ-
ential advocates for women’s rights,’’ Barbara 
A. Zdravecky. She is retiring after serving 24 
years as the CEO of Planned Parenthood of 
Southwest and Central Florida. I am honored 
to recognize her selfless service and valuable 
contributions during these challenging times 
for the health rights of women. 

A Pennsylvania native, Barbara graduated 
from the Indiana University of Pennsylvania 
and earned her nursing degree from Manatee 
County’s State College of Florida. Barbara 
served as head nurse of Manatee Memorial 
Hospital’s Psychiatric Program and later 
served as the Patient Care Coordinator of the 
First Hospice Program in Key West, primarily 
caring for HIV/AIDS patients. In 1993, Barbara 
accepted the offer to lead Planned Parenthood 
of Southwest Florida as its Chief Executive Of-
ficer where she continues to serve and live by 
their mission to provide comprehensive health 
care, education, and advocacy for women of 
all walks of life. 

Throughout her career, Barbara advocated 
to ensure that women have the information 
and care they need to live strong, healthy lives 
and fulfill their dreams—no ceilings, no limits. 
She successfully fought countless legislative 
battles and then brought legal challenges 
when the legislative body overreached, such 
as Florida’s House Bill 1411, the Termination 
of Pregnancies and Planned Parenthood of 
Southwest and Central Florida v. Celeste Phil-
ip, that would have blocked access to health 
care for women and their families. She kept 
up the good fight on all attempts to protect 
against attempts to cut funding for or defund 
Planned Parenthood altogether. 

Under Barbara’s leadership, Planned Par-
enthood grew in stature into the Planned Par-
enthood of Southwest and Central Florida in 
2015. Planned Parenthood of Southwest and 
Central Florida now covers 22 counties with 
11 health centers serving over 45,000 patients 
in Florida. 

Barbara was also instrumental in engineer-
ing regional headquarters in Sarasota and 
constructing the new building at 736 Central 
Avenue where the health care provider has 
expanded its services. In September, it be-
came the first in Florida to offer hormone ther-
apy for transgender patients. 

Barbara has received numerous awards and 
accolades for her dedicated service. In 2006, 
Barbara was honored with the Ruth Green 
Award as the top Planned Parenthood CEO in 
the country by Planned Parenthood Federation 
of America. Equality Florida presented her 
with the ‘‘2014 Voice for Equality Award’’ and 
in 2015, she was named ‘‘Wonder Woman’’ by 
the Women’s Resource Center of Manatee 
County. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the citizens of 
Florida, my neighbors in the Tampa Bay com-
munity and women everywhere, I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank one of the great 
champions of women’s health and equal 
rights, Barbara A. Zdravecky, for her many 
years of service and contributions fighting for 
the rights of women and their families. It is 
with great honor and joy to congratulate Bar-
bara on her new endeavor as well as the 
many accomplishments she has had through-
out her career, and I know together we will 
keep up the good fight. 

TRIBUTE TO COLLETTA GILLETT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Colletta 
Gillett of Clarinda, Iowa on the occasion of her 
103rd birthday. Colletta was born on Novem-
ber 11, 1914. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Colletta’s life. Since her birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Colletta has lived 
through eighteen United States Presidents and 
twenty-two Governors of Iowa. In her lifetime, 
the population of the United States has more 
than tripled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Colletta in the United States Congress and it 
is my pleasure to wish her a very happy 103rd 
birthday. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating her on reaching this in-
credible milestone, and in wishing her nothing 
but the best. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 105TH 
BIRTHDAY OF GEORGE N. LEIGH-
TON 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Honorable George N. Leigh-
ton, who turns 105 years young on October 
22nd. 

George was born in New Bedford to Anna 
Silva Garcia and Antonio Neves Leitao, who 
emigrated from the Cape Verde Islands. Dur-
ing his childhood, George and his siblings 
helped their parents who worked as agricul-
tural laborers, and they only attended school 
for a few months a year. It was while working 
as a cranberry bog weeder that George first 
decided to pursue a career in law. 

George finished school after the 7th grade 
and, while working in restaurant kitchens, 
started taking night classes. He then pursued 
a degree at Howard University, after he was 
able to prove he could complete college level 
work. This was the first time he would use 
English as his primary language. In 1940, 
George graduated magna cum laude from 
Howard University and held a commission as 
a Second Lieutenant in the U.S. Army Re-
serves Officer Training Corps. 

An aspiring lawyer, George would stop at 
nothing and entered Harvard Law School with 
a scholarship later that year. As the United 
States entered World War II, George served in 
the Pacific Theater for almost three years and 
was awarded the Asiatic Pacific Service 
Medal, Bronze Star. Discharged as a Captain 
in 1945, George reentered Harvard Law 
School. He then passed the Massachusetts 
bar in 1946 and established his law practice in 
Chicago. 
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George faced heavy racial discrimination 

and was not allowed to join the American Bar 
Association or the Chicago Bar Association. 
Despite this atmosphere, he became one of 
the most prominent and respected criminal de-
fense lawyers in Illinois. George often worked 
as the court-appointed defense counsel for 
crimes of violence and with the NAACP and 
ACLU on cases of racial segregation. During 
this time he worked closely with Thurgood 
Marshall, among others, and was asked to 
represent Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. 
George fought tirelessly for equal voting rights, 
desegregation in schools, open housing, the 
right to sit on juries, abolishing the death pen-
alty; and fairness in the criminal justice sys-
tem. 

In 1964, George was elected to the Circuit 
Court of Cook County, where he gained rec-
ognition as one of the finest criminal court 
judges. Later, in 1969, he was appointed to 
the First District Appellate Court of Illinois. 
After gaining a reputation as one of the most 
thoughtful and fair jurists, President Gerald 
Ford appointed George to the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District of Illinois in 
1976. After retiring in 1987 at the age of 75, 
George returned to the private practice of law 
to work on civil and criminal litigation, and to 
continue to teach at John Marshall Law 
School. 

A member of the bar for over 70 years, 
George exemplifies service to his community. 
He led his life fighting for a fair criminal justice 
system and, in 2011, George played a key 
role in successfully abolishing the death pen-
alty in Illinois. In addition to the many honors 
George has received throughout his years 
fighting for equality, the U.S. Postal Service in 
New Bedford was also renamed after him, as 
the ‘‘Honorable Judge George N. Leighton 
Post Office Building.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
Honorable George N. Leighton on this joyous 
occasion of his 105th birthday. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in wishing him many more 
years of health and happiness. 
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RECOGNIZING THE CATHOLICS FOR 
HOUSING, INCORPORATED 2017 
FATHER GERARD CREEDON 
HOUSING AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the anniversary of Catholics for Hous-
ing, Incorporated and to congratulate the Fa-
ther Gerard Creedon Housing Award recipi-
ents. 

Catholics for Housing, Incorporated was es-
tablished in 1979 by Father Gerard Creedon 
and a dedicated group of community mem-
bers. Together they began working to expand 
affordable housing options and prevent home-
lessness in response to the United States 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ Pastoral Let-
ter entitled, ‘‘The Right to a Decent Home.’’ 
Now in its 38th year, Catholics for Housing 
has grown substantially in both breadth of mis-
sion and clientele. Since its inception, the or-
ganization has expanded to provide assist-
ance in 21 counties within the vicinity of the 
Arlington Catholic Diocese. 

The organization has adapted over the 
years with new goals and a renewed vision 
while remaining true to its core mission of col-
laborating with others to support the develop-
ment, construction, and rehabilitation of afford-
able housing, as well as to provide senior cit-
izen rental assistance, security deposit assist-
ance, and collaborative education and advo-
cacy efforts. Catholics for Housing provides a 
continuum of housing through life skills train-
ing, senior rental assistance in Fairfax County, 
down payment assistance in Prince William, 
Fairfax, Arlington and Loudoun Counties, se-
curity deposit assistance, rental homes in Vi-
enna, Arlington, Fairfax and Fredericksburg 
and homeownership opportunities. 

Catholics for Housing is sustained through 
the dedication and generosity of its board, 
staff, volunteers, and many community part-
ners. It is my honor to include in the RECORD 
the following Catholics for Housing partners 
for sustaining the vision established by Father 
Creedon and our dedicated community mem-
bers. The 2017 Father Gerard Creedon Hous-
ing Award honorees are St. Mary of Sorrows 
Catholic Church and Ms. Alice G. Haase. 

St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic Church and its 
parishioners are a Catholic community com-
mitted to nourishing through education and to 
proclaiming and promoting social justice. 
Through the St. Mary of Sorrows Catholic 
Church Tithing Fund Allocation, the church 
has generously provided grants to Catholics 
for Housing. For the last twelve years, St. 
Mary of Sorrows has provided funding to en-
sure the sustainment of the Virginia Ely Senior 
Rental Assistance Program and the Edie 
Streett Security Deposit Assistance Program. 
Due to their continued support, the annual 
funding provided by St. Mary of Sorrows 
Catholic Church covers the expenses so that 
two seniors may live independently for a year 
and covers the security deposit for 10 rental 
homes. 

Alice G. Haase, Esquire is the co-founder of 
CastroHaase PLLC, a commercial real estate 
law firm located in Washington, D.C. She 
dedicates much of her spare time to the bet-
terment of the community. Alice has extended 
her services to Catholics for Housing to in-
crease access to affordable housing through-
out Northern Virginia and further the reach of 
programs in the community. 

In recognition of the efficacy of the unique 
programs offered, Catholics for Housing has 
received numerous awards and honors. 
Catholics for Housing has been recognized by 
the U.S. Housing and Urban Development for 
‘‘Best Practices’’ and received the Best New 
Project in Northern Virginia Award and an Ar-
lington Community Award. In addition, the or-
ganization was named ‘‘One of the Best’’ by 
the Catalogue of Philanthropy in 2005–06 and 
again in 2011–12. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the 2017 Father Gerard 
Creedon Housing Award recipients and in 
commending the efforts of Catholics for Hous-
ing, Incorporated, its board, staff, and dedi-
cated volunteers who work tirelessly to provide 
needed support and assistance to many in our 
community. 

HONORING THE KERN WATER 
BANK AUTHORITY FOR TWENTY 
YEARS OF SUCCESSFUL OPER-
ATION 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, October 19, 2017 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
and am joined by my colleagues from Cali-
fornia, Congressman DAVID VALADAO and Con-
gressman JIM COSTA, to recognize an essen-
tial resource in our community—the Kern 
Water Bank—and the incredibly positive im-
pact that it has made upon California’s Central 
Valley over the past twenty years. 

This year, the Kern Water Bank celebrates 
twenty years since the signing of the 75 year 
Habitat Conservation Plan, which allowed the 
Water Bank to begin operating at its full ca-
pacity in the heart of California’s San Joaquin 
Valley. Prior to this monumental agreement, 
the roughly 32-square mile stretch of land on 
which the Kern Water Bank operates today 
was used largely for farming while California 
experienced wide fluctuations in water supply. 
The creation of the Kern Water Bank Authority 
and eventually the Kern Water Bank exempli-
fies the innovative and determined spirit of the 
Kern community and the effectiveness with 
which this community has been able to assist 
in meeting California’s water needs. 

Prior to the creation of the Kern Water Bank 
Authority, the California Department of Water 
Resources sought to create a system that 
would serve as a response to the water short-
ages that often plagued California’s agricul-
tural community. The Department of Water 
Resources struggled for years to achieve any-
thing tangible—facing various legal, institu-
tional, and environmental setbacks that made 
the project seem nearly impossible. It was at 
this point that the Kern Water Bank Authority 
came to fruition, and through the hard work 
and cooperation of both public and private 
contributors, the Kern Water Bank was finally 
feasible. Now, after twenty years of successful 
operation, we recognize the degree to which 
the Kern Water Bank has impacted Califor-
nia’s water situation, the greater San Joaquin 
environment and the Central Valley community 
that Congressman VALADAO, Congressman 
COSTA and I share. 

The daily operations and functions of the 
Kern Water Bank greatly assisted in com-
bating the drought that has plagued California, 
especially throughout the past five years. As 
Delta pumping was slowly reduced, the Kern 
Water Bank served a particularly important 
purpose as the prominent storage facility for 
the water that local farmers and agricultural 
communities needed even more desperately in 
light of the drought. Additionally, the Kern 
Water Bank has become a notable wildlife re-
source of regional significance. The environ-
ment created by the Kern Water Bank sup-
ports many special-status species in alignment 
with the Habitat Conservation Plan and EPA 
standards, and creates a unique wetlands 
area that serves as a refuge for local wildlife. 
Very rarely do projects of this nature serve so 
many purposes all at once, and we believe 
that the Kern Water Bank serves as the ideal 
model for other similar projects. 

The Kern Water Bank is the largest oper-
ation of its kind in California, and has even 
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