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been described as the most effective ground-
water storage program in the United States. It
is with great pride that Congressman
VALADAO, Congressman COSTA and | recog-
nize the vast success of the Kern Water Bank
Authority and the Kern Water Bank. We look
forward to witnessing the continued efforts of
the Bank in serving the water needs of the
Central Valley.

——————

TRIBUTE TO ELSIE NEGLEY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Elsie
Negley of Clarinda, lowa on the occasion of
her 106th birthday. Elsie was born on July 29,
1911 in Page County, lowa.

Our world has changed a great deal during
the course of Elsie’s life. Since her birth, we
have revolutionized air travel and walked on
the moon. We have invented the television,
cellular phones and the internet. We have
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth
of new democracies. Elsie has lived through
nineteen United States Presidents and twenty-
three Governors of lowa. In her lifetime, the
population of the United States has more than
tripled.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
Elsie in the United States Congress and it is
my pleasure to wish her a very happy 106th
birthday. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating Elsie on reaching this in-
credible milestone, and in wishing her nothing
but the best.

HONORING LARRY MISHEL

HON. KEITH ELLISON

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, for more than
30 years, trickle-down economics has influ-
enced our policies to redistribute economic
power to the top.

My friend and outgoing Executive Director,
Larry Mishel has long been at the forefront of
developing progressive economic alternatives
to counter the popularity and effectiveness of
trickle-down theory. Thanks in large part to his
research; we know trickle-down policies gave
us slower growth and stagnant wages for
working families.

Throughout his career—before, becoming
President of the Economic Policy Institute—
Larry focused on researching the wages of
working people and making the case for ac-
tions that would raise these wages. He real-
ized how important power was in this equa-
tion, and so he argued for measures to im-
prove the rights of working people to organize
and bargain for higher wages.

Larry’s work on the discrepancy between
wages and productivity, and his analysis of
skyrocketing CEO pay, were the first of their
kind. Larry has expanded on and refined this
research over the last 30 years. Larry’s recent
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work focuses on workers’ rights and how the
erosion of unions has hurt working people—
union and non-union alike.

Throughout his career, Larry Mishel has cre-
ated a necessary counter balance to the
“common knowledge” Wall Street approach to
economic policy in the U.S. He did this
through his own research, but also by building
EPI up as a research organization willing to
take on the conventional wisdom in either
party.

We all know the immeasurable contribution
Larry and EPI have made to successive cam-
paigns to raise minimum wages at the federal
and state levels. For years, EPI's Policy Cen-
ter has provided the economic analysis of the
Progressive Caucus budget. We know the
budget adds up, would boost wages, and
would, in time, lower the deficit. We know it
would build better infrastructure and a better
education system because EPI, under Larry’s
leadership, runs all the numbers for us, and
alerts us if our plans threaten to come up
short in any way. Larry’s contribution is incred-
ibly valuable as it provides a concrete frame-
work for our fight to support working folks
across the country.

After 30 years at EPI—15 as President—
Larry is stepping aside at the end of 2017. He
will continue to provide innovative research on
the rights and wages of working people. And,
he will remain at EPI as a senior researcher.
Thea Lee, who is the incoming President, will
have big shoes to fill. However, Thea is the
perfect fit to build on Larry’s legacy and EPI's
work on behalf of low- and middle-income
families.

| want to extend a heartfelt thanks to Larry
for his years of service, and | look forward to
seeing the incredible work he will do in the
months and years to come.

—

RECOGNIZING THE FAIRFAX FED-
ERATION OF CITIZENS ASSOCIA-
TIONS 2017 CITIZEN OF THE
YEAR AWARD RECIPIENTS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the Fairfax Federation of Citizens As-
sociations on the occasion of its 67th Annual
Citizen of the Year Awards Banquet. The Fed-
eration is a coalition of civic and homeowners
associations who work together to promote
and support initiatives that will benefit all.
Each year, the Federation honors a few select
individuals for their extraordinary contributions
to our community. As a former two-term Presi-
dent of the Federation, | understand that those
who volunteer their time, energies, and talents
to civic activities play a vital role in making
Fairfax County one of the best places in the
nation in which to live, work, and raise a fam-
ily. | am honored to recognize the following in-
dividuals for their service to our community:

2017 Citizen of the Year: Joseph Chudzik:
“A model citizen with a passion for serving his
community.” A more apt description could not
be found. Joe’s contributions to his community
are many and varied, from Boy Scouts to the
Mason Neck Lions Club to serving as a volun-
teer at polling stations on Election Day. Joe’s
passion for service also extends far beyond
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the borders of Fairfax County. He has served
in the Peace Corps, as a Foreign Service Offi-
cer in the U.S. Department of State and in the
U.S. Air Force. One would not think it was
possible to find so many different ways to
serve, but Joe has shown that it is. We should
all strive to mirror his example.

Citation of Merit: Cheryl Ellsworth: Cheryl is
receiving this citation for an issue that is close
to my heart, namely affordable housing. Dur-
ing my time on the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors, | worked to address this impor-
tant issue in conjunction with combatting
homelessness. Cheryl has shown similar dedi-
cation to these causes through her work with
Good Shepherd Housing and Family Services.
Her work has received numerous accolades,
including the Washington Post Award for Ex-
cellence in Nonprofit Management and the
Fairfax County Nonprofit of the Year Award.

Citation of Merit: Emily McCoy: Emily is cur-
rently serving her 35th year on the Fairfax
County Commission for Women and has spent
her entire career fighting for the rights of
women and girls. Emily has also been a lead-
er in Fairfax County’s efforts to combat the
scourge of domestic violence and served as
the representative for the Commission for
Women to the County’s Domestic Violence
Prevention, Policy and Coordinating Council
for five years.

Citation of Merit: Ken Balbuena: Ken has
distinguished himself as a tireless and effec-
tive advocate for his community. As President
of the North Springfield Civic Association, he
has worked to revive County ordinances re-
garding the upkeep of lawns in neighbor-
hoods, established traffic calming measures to
combat speeding and successfully lobbied for
the local crossing guard to receive traffic con-
trol training. In each of these instances, as
well as many others, Ken has kept the com-
munity informed on his progress and success-
fully solicited their input to guide the process
according to the will of the neighborhood. He
is truly a testament to effective volunteer lead-
ership.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these incredible individuals and in
congratulating them on being honored by the
Fairfax County Federation of Citizens’ Asso-
ciations. Civic engagement is the foundation of
a healthy conununity, and Fairfax County resi-
dents enjoy an exceptional quality of life due
in part to the efforts of these individuals. The
contributions and leadership of these hon-
orees have been a great benefit to our com-
munity and truly merit our highest praise.

——

CONGRATULATING SHILOH BAP-
TIST CHURCH ON 100TH ANNI-
VERSARY

HON. BRADLEY SCOTT SCHNEIDER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, | am proud
to rise today to recognize Shiloh Baptist
Church on the occasion of their 100th Anniver-
sary.

For the last century, Shiloh Baptist Church
has been an integral part of the community in
Waukegan, lllinois. This extraordinary anniver-
sary is a moment of celebration for the entire
Shiloh family, and | wish them well as they
mark the occasion this weekend.
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Shiloh is known for its work to put faith into
action through community-based programs of
outreach to neighbors. During the harsh, cold
weather months, the church runs an emer-
gency shelter for families and individuals ex-
periencing homelessness through the PADS
Lake County program. This critical service of-
fers some of our neediest people the imme-
diate shelter they need to stay safe and warm,
as well as the more comprehensive resources
needed to get out of homelessness and back
into permanent housing. In addition, the
church organizes a weekly soup kitchen and
offers a food pantry available for those in
need.

Shiloh also takes seriously the spiritual de-
velopment of all its members, through Chris-
tian education and young adult ministry, as
well as outreach to those who cannot attend
services, including the sick, elderly, and those
incarcerated at the Lake County Jail.

For the last 25 years, Shiloh has been ably
led by Pastor Wallstone E. Francis, a dedi-
cated minister to his congregation, scholar of
the Scripture, and active leader in the
conununity.

This 100th Anniversary is themed “Embrac-
ing Our Past. Enriching Our Present. Envi-
sioning Our Future.”

| congratulate the entire Shiloh family on
this anniversary and look forward to working
with them to enrich our neighborhoods and
envision a better future for the communities
we love.

————

TRIBUTE TO MARY AND KENNY
SEALES

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Mary and
Kenny Seales on the very special occasion of
their 50th wedding anniversary. The couple
married on September 15, 1967 and resides in
Thayer, lowa.

Mary and Kenny’s lifelong commitment to
each other, their two children and six grand-
children truly embodies lowa’s values. As they
reflect on their 50th anniversary, may their
commitment grow even stronger, as they con-
tinue to love, cherish, and honor one another
for many years to come.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Mary and Kenny
on their 50 years together and | wish them
many more. | ask that my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives join
me in congratulating them on this momentous
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but
continued success.

——————

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SCOTT PERRY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Thursday, October 19, 2017
Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, | did not vote due

to other commitments. Had | been present, |
would have voted Yea on Roll Call No. 560,
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Yea on Roll Call No. 561, Yea on Roll Call
No. 562, and Yea on Roll Call No. 563.

————

RECOGNIZING THE GRADUATION
OF THE FAIRFAX COUNTY FIRE
AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT 141ST
RECRUIT CLASS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department on the graduation of the 141st
Recruit Class. As they prepare to join the
ranks of the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department, | encourage the 42 graduates to
reflect on the history of the department and
the contributions and dedication of the brave
men and women who have served before
them to protect our community.

The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue De-
partment’s Recruit School consists of an ex-
tensive and demanding 30-week program. In
addition to two weeks of orientation, recruits
completed eight weeks of EMT training and
twenty weeks of fire suppression training.
Upon graduation, these recruits will be cer-
tified at the level of Firefighter I/l by the Vir-
ginia Department of Fire Programs.

These recruits have the distinct honor of
joining one of the best Fire and Rescue De-
partments in the United States. The efforts of
the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment have been recognized across this coun-
try. Members from the Department serve on
the elite VA Task Force I, which is among the
first units called to disaster zones to provide
search and rescue support. Members of that
Task Force were recognized by the Inter-
national Association of Fire Chiefs with the
Benjamin Franklin Award for Valor as a result
of their efforts in the aftermath of the dev-
astating earthquakes that struck Nepal in
2015.

As the newest members of the Fire and
Rescue Department, the 141st Recruit Class
graduates join the department as integral parts
of our community’s emergency response and
public safety team. | am confident that this
graduating class will serve the residents of
Fairfax County with honor and distinction.

It is my great honor to include in the
RECORD the names of the 141st Recruit Class:

Allen E. Bizzell, Calvin W. Branch, Matthew
N. Bui, Laura E. Calkins, James T. Campbell,
Melissa M. Cary, Che-Shien Chu, Mari A.
Christenson, Antonio J. Clavijo, Ashley N.
Coleman, Elliott S. Ferrence, Christopher J.
George, Jonathan D. Groves.

Adam T. Hall, Walter D. Hanson, Darrell D.
Hayes, Quentin J. Hayes, Kyle D. Hihn, Jona-
than Hughes, Garrett B. Irving, Robyn A.
Kane, Michael T. Lattimer, Gregory S. Leake,
Jaeman Lee, Linda Lee, Tyrone L. Lewis,
John M. McCollom, Kendrix R. Merritt, Thom-
as M. Nevin.

John J. Nowadly, Myron J. Parker, Ryan D.
Powell, lan C. Richards, Raymond R. Sanez,
Joshua M. Schuchman, Sammone E. Smith,
Tyler F. Thaler, Jessica Vukmanic, Zachary J.
Walton, Lauren A. Wertz, Lauren A. Wickson,
Jinson Wong.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in congratulating the newest members of
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the Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment. | thank them for their service to their
community and to all members of the Fire and
Rescue Department, past and present, | say:
“Stay safe.”

——————

IN RECOGNITION OF MS. LILLY
PIMENTEL

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, October 19, 2017

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
congratulate Ms. Lilly Pimentel on receiving
the 2017 Kings County Farm Bureau Presi-
dent’'s Award.

At the 99th Annual Meeting of the Kings
County Farm Bureau, Ms. Pimentel will be
recognized as an individual who has gone
above and beyond for our local community
and honored for her long-term commitment to
the students and future leaders of California’s
agriculture industry.

Lilly Pimentel was born and raised in Han-
ford, California and grew up on her parent's,
Joe and Esther Pimentel, dairy farm. She
graduated from Hanford High School in 1992
and then attended the College of the Se-
quoias. In 1994, Lilly began studying at Cali-
fornia Polytechnic State University, San Luis
Obispo, where she received her Bachelor's
and Master's Degrees in Agriculture Edu-
cation.

Between 1998 and 2001, Ms. Pimentel
served as an Agriculture Teacher, educating
students at Westmont High School, Gustine
Unified School District, Riverdale Unified
School District, and College of the Sequoias.
In 2001, she accepted a position at her own
Alma Mater, Hanford High School, where she
continues to teach Ag Biology, Ag Science
and Veterinary Science today.

Lilly’s passion for teaching is known
throughout the community and recognized by
her students and peers alike. In 2009, Ms.
Pimentel was named the Teacher of the Year
by the Hanford Joint Union High School Dis-
trict and, in 2010, she received the Teacher of
Excellence Award, from the California Agri-
culture Teacher Association.

Dedicated to strengthening the local agri-
culture industry, outside of work Lilly has
coached various FFA judging teams, volun-
teered at State and National FFA Conven-
tions, serves as club leader and advisor for
Kings River 4-H, and sits on the Kings County
4-H Council’'s Board of Directors. She is a
member of California Women for Agriculture,
serves on the Kings County June Dairy Month
Committee, and is the secretary for the Foun-
dation for Vocational Agriculture, the organiza-
tion that raised the funds to build Hanford
FFA’s new farm and learning laboratory.

In addition to teaching diverse coursework
aimed at ensuring Central Valley students are
prepared for prosperous futures in agriculture,
she has remained involved in her community,
participating in Relay for Life, Kings County,
Quilt Guild, and St. Brigid Catholic Church.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues in the
United States House of Representatives to
join me in congratulating Ms. Lilly Pimentel on
being honored with the 2017 Kings County
Farm Bureau President's Award and thanking
her for her service to our community.
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