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form a strong bond within the Hellenic commu-
nity and served as an invaluable resource for 
Philhellenes throughout our great nation. 

I congratulate Mr. Larigakis on reaching this 
important milestone in his career and thank 
him for his outstanding service, which has 
benefited our country, Greece, Cyprus and 
Hellenes worldwide while helping to preserve 
our rich cultural heritage. I look forward to 
working with him for many years to come. In 
the astute words of Pericles, ‘‘What you leave 
behind is not what is engraved in stone monu-
ments, but what is woven into the lives of oth-
ers.’’ Throughout his remarkable career, Mr. 
Larigakis has left behind a passion for perpet-
uating the cornerstones of Hellenism: justice 
and democracy. Axios. 
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Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute to a respected public serv-
ant, outstanding citizen, and hero to his com-
munity, Lieutenant Colonel (Ret) Samuel Mil-
ton Selby Rollinson. Sadly, Lt. Col. Rollinson 
passed away on Friday, September 22, 2017. 
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, 
October 28, 2017 at the Fort Benning Infantry 
Chapel at 2:00 pm. 

A native of Jacksonville, Florida, Samuel 
was born to Sam and Ruth Rollinson, as the 
fourth of five sons. After graduating from the 
U.S. Military Academy at West Point, in 1982, 
he was commissioned as a ranger and later 
promoted to an infantry lieutenant, where he 
received his Airborne badge. 

Following his retirement from the Army as a 
Lieutenant Colonel, Samuel served as a gov-
ernment civilian by becoming Fort Benning’s 
first Protocol Officer. He then served as the 
Civilian Deputy Chief of Staff, and ultimately, 
the Deputy TRADOC Capability Manager for 
the Stryker Brigade Combat Team. His co- 
workers and fellow servicemen cherished his 
seasoned wisdom and passion for reveling in 
the beauties of life. 

George Washington Carver once said, ‘‘No 
individual has any right to come into the world 
and go out of it without leaving behind him 
distinct and legitimate reasons for having 
passed through it.’’ Although his passing was 
tragic and before his time, Lt. Col. Rollinson 
proved to us all what it truly meant to be a 
hero. He left this world doing what he loved 
most—serving the people of Fort Benning and 
Columbus, Georgia. His impression on this 
earth extends beyond himself to the very 
wellbeing of his community, and for that he 
will be remembered for time to come. 

For his outstanding selflessness to the Co-
lumbus community, he was awarded the Ro-
tary Club Mary Reed Award. Beyond this 
achievement and the respect held for him by 
servicemen and civilians, he was an honorable 
human being who loved deeply and, in return, 
was deeply loved. 

Lt. Col. Rollinson is survived by his mother, 
Ruth; wife of 32 years, Sarah; children, Sam, 
Michelle, and Zack; daughter-in-law, Kath-
erine; brothers, Jon Martin, Matt and Jim; and 

a host of friends and those whose lives he has 
impacted. 

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my colleagues to 
join me, my wife, Vivian, the nearly 730,000 
people in Georgia’s 2nd Congressional Dis-
trict, and all Americans, in extending our sin-
cerest appreciation to Lieutenant Colonel 
Samuel Milton Selby Rollinson, for his dedi-
cated service to our nation and to his commu-
nity. I ask my colleagues in the House of Rep-
resentatives to join us in extending our deep-
est sympathies to Lieutenant Colonel 
Rollinson’s family, friends and loved ones dur-
ing this difficult time. We pray that they will be 
consoled and comforted by an abiding faith 
and the Holy Spirit in the days, weeks and 
months ahead. 
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Mr. CARTER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the accomplishments of 
Staff Sergeant James Harrell, U.S. Marine 
Corps, Retired, who served his country and 
continues to selflessly serve his fellow vet-
erans and his community following his retire-
ment. He is a fitting recipient of a Congres-
sional Veteran Commendation. 

SSG Harrell served six years in the United 
States Marine Corps, including two tours in 
Vietnam. During his service, SSG Harrell was 
a recipient of numerous awards and recogni-
tions, including the Marine Combat Action Rib-
bon. After being Honorably Discharged, SSG 
Harrell returned to Texas where he rose to be-
come the Assistant Chief Deputy for 
Williamson County’s Sheriff’s Department. 

SSG Harrell’s love for his country is 
matched only by his commitment to his fellow 
service members. After recognizing the needs 
of our county’s less fortunate veterans, SSG 
Harrell joined his good friend Major Barry 
Richard, United States Air Force, Retired to 
help over twelve Williamson County veterans 
by rebuilding homes, bringing them up to 
code, doing repairs, and more for over five 
years. Together, they’ve made real and lasting 
impacts on the lives of their fellow veterans. 

SSG Harrell serves his fellow men with the 
same dedication, honor, and humility with 
which he defended his country. He exemplifies 
what it means to be an American, consistently 
placing his country and fellow men before him-
self. I thank and commend SSG Harrell, a 
passionate leader with a servant’s heart, for 
his dedication and service. 
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Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I am not re-
corded because I was absent due to a family 
commitment. Had I been present, I would 
have voted NAY on Roll Call No. 564, YEA on 

Roll Call No. 565, YEA on Roll Call No. 566, 
NAY on Roll Call No. 567, and YEA on Roll 
Call No. 568. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARGE MEDELLIN 
IN CELEBRATION OF HER 80TH 
BIRTHDAY 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, October 23, 2017 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Ms. Marge Medellin’s 80th birthday 
celebration. Marge is the former mayor of 
Madera, California and a dear friend of mine. 
She has been an inspiration to many and trail-
blazer throughout her career in public service. 
It is both fitting and appropriate that we honor 
Marge as she celebrates this special mile-
stone. 

Margaret Medellin was born on October 8, 
1937 to Mary and James Martinez. She is a 
lifelong resident of Madera. Marge overcame 
adversity at a young age and went on to have 
a successful career at the Madera County Of-
fice of Education. She worked there from July 
1956 to December 2002. 

Marge was married in 1957. She was 
blessed with four children, eight grandchildren 
and four great grandchildren. 

A call to service and the desire to help the 
community led Marge to run for the Madera 
City Council. She was first elected in March 
1978, serving two terms from March 1978 to 
December 1986 and another term from De-
cember 1988 to December 1992. Marge 
served the city of Madera as mayor, beginning 
in 1982, for two consecutive terms and an ad-
ditional four-year term. She was recognized by 
the state as California’s first Latina Mayor. 

Aside from her career in office, Marge has 
served on countless boards and commissions 
throughout the years. She is a founding mem-
ber of the Pan American Club which provides 
college scholarships for young Hispanic stu-
dents. She is also a founding member of 
Latinas Unidas, an organization that empow-
ers young Hispanic women. 

One of her proudest moments came in De-
cember 2016, when Marge swore in her son 
Andy Medellin as the mayor of Madera. Marge 
and Andy are believed to be the first mother 
and son elected mayor to the same city in 
California. 

Marge is a true pioneer. She is known as an 
advocate for equal rights and always leads by 
example. Marge has served as a mentor and 
inspiration to many. She has made an indel-
ible mark on Madera and our Valley. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I 
ask my colleagues to join me today in recog-
nizing Marge Medellin as she celebrates her 
80th birthday. I ask that you join me in wishing 
her and her family continued health and happi-
ness. 
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Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
remembrance of Frederick Spencer 
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