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minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, tomor-
row is United Nations Day. As we re-
flect on the value of global partner-
ships to solve problems, I want to rec-
ognize the 40th anniversary of the 
international global health organiza-
tion known as PATH, Program for Ap-
propriate Technology and Health. 

PATH is headquartered in Seattle, 
and since its founding, it has been an 
incredible force for good. It is a place 
that I had the opportunity to work at 
for many years in the 1990s. 

PATH works in more than 70 coun-
tries, improving health for 150 million 
people each year. PATH has made a dif-
ference in countless lives, from stop-
ping preventable deaths of mothers and 
children to keeping people safe from 
infectious disease outbreaks. 

PATH has also helped make Wash-
ington State a global center of develop-
ment for lifesaving health equity, inno-
vations, and solutions. In 2013 alone, 
this global health industry generated 
$5.8 billion in direct economic impact 
and employed more than 12,500 people. 

PATH collaborates with govern-
ments, the private sector, and NGOs to 
advance more than 100 health strate-
gies and technologies. It has saved $14 
million per year doing things like pre-
venting undamaged vaccines from 
being discarded. 

Congratulations to PATH. 
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TAX REFORM 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this House 
and its committees will discuss what is 
being called tax reform, what is being 
told to the American public is a middle 
class tax break. 

Well, I am here to tell you it is a con 
job. It is a tax giveaway to the wealthi-
est people in this country like never 
before at the expense of people in the 
middle class, lesser incomes, who will 
not get benefits, and if they do, it is 
chump change. It is the change you 
give somebody at a restaurant when 
you get your meal. 

Billionaires will get to get away 
without having to pay an estate tax, 
like Donald Trump—billions of dollars 
they will not have to pay to the gov-
ernment to help fund Pell grants, 
LIHEAP, and other programs that help 
people who need something. That is 
something they will not come off of. 

They may raise a little rate and say: 
We are going to put a little higher rate 
on the wealthy because it is not in 
there now. 

They may say: Give the State and 
local income tax exemptions back. 

But they are not going to go back on 
the estate tax because that is for the 
superwealthy, and that is who this bill 
is for. 

Wake up America. It is a con job. 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MAST). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 3, 2017, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. VEASEY) is rec-
ognized for 60 minutes as the designee 
of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous material on the subject of 
my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, it is with 

great honor that I rise today to co-
anchor this CBC Special Order hour. 
Also, I want to acknowledge the chair 
of the Congressional Black Caucus, Mr. 
CEDRIC RICHMOND, from the State of 
Louisiana, and other Members who are 
here to participate. For the next 60 
minutes, we have a chance to speak di-
rectly to the American people on issues 
of great importance to the Congres-
sional Black Caucus, the constituents 
that we all represent in our various 
districts. 

For this particular Special Order 
hour, I am going to open it up and 
begin to talk about something that is 
very important and has been widely 
discussed within the Congressional 
Black Caucus, and that is civil rights 
and some of the things that we are 
worried about that are going on within 
the Justice Department. 

We have several important Members 
here to speak on these. Before I go any 
further, I want to go ahead and recog-
nize them. The first speaker we have is 
from the State of South Carolina, rep-
resenting that State’s Sixth Congres-
sional District, and also our caucus’ as-
sistant leader. That is Mr. JIM CLY-
BURN. 

I thank Representative CLYBURN for 
joining and being a part of this Special 
Order hour to talk about this subject 
matter that is very important to so 
many members of the Black Caucus. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. CLYBURN). 

(Mr. CLYBURN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLYBURN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend for yielding to me. 

I also thank him and our colleague, 
Congresswoman EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON, for joining me at the Center for 
African American Studies at the Uni-
versity of Texas at Arlington last 
Thursday evening. It was a wonderful 
experience for me. President Vistasp 
Karbhari, Dr. Jason Skelton, and my 
longtime friend, Dr. Marvin Delaney, 
were perfect hosts. 

Mr. Speaker, earlier this month, Ser-
geant La David T. Johnson died a 
hero’s death in a distant land on a mis-
sion few Americans know about or un-
derstand. This weekend, his grieving 

family, including his pregnant wife, 
took him to his final resting place in 
Florida. Sergeant Johnson’s tragic 
death leaves this young family father-
less. 

Mr. Speaker, in his second inaugural 
address, President Abraham Lincoln 
called on our Nation to endeavor to 
care for him who shall have borne the 
battle and for his widow and his or-
phan. 

Unfortunately, rather than comfort 
Sergeant Johnson’s grieving family, 
the current occupant of the White 
House has chosen to use them as his 
latest prop in his constant effort to 
sow discord and division in this coun-
try. 

The President and White House Chief 
of Staff John Kelly, who happens to be 
a four-star general, have insulted and 
smeared an honorable public servant 
who happens to be a five-star Congress-
woman, and, in effect, called her and 
her grieving widow constituent liars. 

Congresswoman FREDERICA S. WILSON 
has been a champion for the people of 
south Florida for decades. It is no mys-
tery—and it was not political—that she 
was accompanying Mrs. Johnson and 
her family to receive her husband’s re-
mains. She had mentored Sergeant 
Johnson throughout his childhood. 

I have participated in several of Con-
gresswoman WILSON’s 500 Role Models 
events and have spoken for one of their 
graduations. I also wear this red tie to 
this floor helping her highlight their 
efforts. Her passionate work on behalf 
of those kidnapped girls of Boko Haram 
is unmatched. 

As the husband of a five-star African- 
American woman for more than 56 
years and the father of three African- 
American daughters who are working 
hard to earn their stars every day, I 
feel compelled to respond to General 
Kelly and completely disregard his 
concocted misrepresentations. 

Mr. Speaker, we can have political 
differences here in Washington. That 
comes with the territory. But people 
need to have the common decency and 
basic humanity to refrain from exacer-
bating the pain of those already suf-
fering so much. I was taught from 
childhood that silence gives consent. I 
want the White House to know this: I 
and the members of the Congressional 
Black Caucus will not be silent, and we 
will not be silenced. 

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from South Carolina 
(Mr. CLYBURN) very much for his time-
ly and very serious comments. I hope 
that all of the Members who are here 
on both sides of the aisle realize the se-
riousness of the comments. There is 
nothing humorous about them all, 
nothing to be smiling or laughing 
about. It is very timely in light of the 
unfortunate incident that happened 
with our colleague. I thank the gen-
tleman very much for bringing that to 
light. 

Mr. Speaker, I now yield to my fellow 
Texan from the 18th Congressional Dis-
trict in Houston. I thank very much 
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