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and push back on private insurers’ ag-
gressive pricing. 

f 

HONORING DONALD GILLEN, CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL RE-
CIPIENT 

(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
honor of one of my constituents, Don-
ald Gillen, who is in Washington, D.C., 
today to receive the Congressional 
Gold Medal for his service to our Na-
tion during World War II. 

Donald joined the Army on July 26, 
1945. He was stationed at Camp 
O’Donnell in the Philippines from No-
vember 1946 through June 1947. As part 
of the 12th Philippine Scout Division, 
he became a company commander in 
the 57th Infantry Regiment. 

Donald moved to Belleville, Illinois, 
with his college sweetheart, Marilyn, 
to be close to his family, including four 
grandchildren. Now he is a guest staff-
er for the Belleville News-Democrat 
and supports his wife’s singing in their 
church choir. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in 
welcoming Donald to our Nation’s Cap-
itol and thanking him for his service. 
We are forever grateful. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF LOS BANOS 
POLICE DEPARTMENT 

(Mr. COSTA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the men and the women of 
the Los Banos Police Department as 
Heroes and Heroines of the Month for 
California’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict, part of the people whom I have 
the honor and pride to represent. 

These men and women tirelessly 
serve our community and truly are re-
markable in embodying their motto: 
Pride in Service, Integrity in Action— 
Pride in Service, Integrity in Action. 

But the pursuit of excellence is not 
without cost. We know that they risk 
their lives every day on a 24/7 basis. 

Earlier this summer, two Los Banos 
police officers, Kristifer Hew and Aaron 
Pinon, were shot in the line of duty. I 
am happy to report that both officers 
are making spirited recoveries, but the 
risk police officers face every day to 
keep us safe cannot be overstated. So 
we salute them and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing the Los Banos 
Police Department Heroes and Hero-
ines of the Month for California’s 16th 
Congressional District, as well as rec-
ognizing all of America’s law enforce-
ment officers. We can never ever thank 
them enough for their dedicated serv-
ice as they protect all of America 
throughout our Nation. 

NATIONAL FOREST PRODUCTS 
WEEK 

(Mr. POLIQUIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. POLIQUIN. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to join 1.3 million fellow 
Mainers in celebrating National Forest 
Products Week. 

Mr. Speaker, our great State is 90 
percent covered by healthy, sustain-
able forests which support more than 
30,000 good-paying jobs. Now, nation-
ally, our working forests support 
930,000 hardworking Americans who 
manage the forests, who harvest the 
trees, and who transport the wood to 
paper mills and energy plants across 
our great Nation. 

Every day, products like paper and 
lumber and pet food bags and tooth-
picks and pencils make our lives bet-
ter. And the best part, Mr. Speaker, is 
that these trees grow back after we cut 
them, so this entire green, sustainable 
industry creates good-paying jobs gen-
eration after generation. 

Now, Democrats and Republicans 
must do everything humanly possible 
to help make sure our forest products 
industry is healthy and thrives. And to 
that end, Mr. Speaker, I want to thank 
everybody in this Chamber to make 
sure that we continue to treat biomass 
fairly in our regulations, make sure 
biomass is carbon neutral. This will 
avoid unnecessary and costly regula-
tions being imposed on our mills, fac-
tories, and energy plants. 

f 

b 1215 

HEALTH INSURANCE OPEN 
ENROLLMENT 

(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, we are one week away from 
the open enrollment period—an oppor-
tunity for Americans to purchase 
health insurance for 2018. 

President Trump ended the cost shar-
ing reduction—the CSR—payments, 
which reduce out-of-pocket costs for 
low-income working families. 

A Congressional Budget Office anal-
ysis says ending these payments would 
likely increase premiums by 20 percent 
next year and by 25 percent by 2020. 

In the Senate, there is a bipartisan 
agreement, led by Senators ALEXANDER 
and MURRAY, to stabilize the market-
places by funding the CSR payments 
and increase resources for open enroll-
ment outreach. 

Last night, unfortunately, a couple 
of the Members in the majority added 
partisan objectives to the bill, cutting 
mandates, which will keep costs low, 
and adding anti-abortion restrictions 
to CSR payments. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge the majority to 
drop the poison pills and work with 
Democrats to bring the Alexander-Mur-
ray bill to the floor as soon as possible 

to stabilize markets and lower costs for 
American families. The failure to fix 
the health reform will cause millions 
of Americans to lose healthcare, and, 
that is, ‘‘No Care TrumpCare.’’ 

f 

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF SUNBELT 
AG EXPO 

(Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to celebrate the 
40th anniversary of the Sunbelt Agri-
cultural Exposition. 

Last week, I had the pleasure in at-
tending the expo with a few of my col-
leagues. Known as North America’s 
Premier Farm Show, this annual event 
in Moultrie, Georgia, attracts visitors 
from across the Nation to showcase 
farming technology, research, and 
equipment. More than 1,200 exhibitors 
participated to display the latest and 
greatest agricultural technology and 
innovation. 

Agriculture is the largest and oldest 
industry in the State of Georgia, and it 
is only fitting that an event that cele-
brates and encourages the success of 
agriculture be held in Georgia’s Eighth 
Congressional District. 

American agriculture depends on 
strong and tireless advocates, and I 
commend the participants for creating 
an opportunity to educate the public 
on the importance of strengthening our 
farmers. 

As the world’s agricultural leader, 
the expo recognizes the tireless work of 
American farmers and their role in pro-
viding a safe and affordable food sup-
ply. I could not be more delighted to 
stand here today and honor a truly 
spectacular event and look forward to 
its continued success. 

f 

CONGRATULATING REVEREND DR. 
JONATHAN L. WEAVER 

(Mr. BROWN of Maryland asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. BROWN of Maryland. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to congratulate the 
Reverend Dr. Jonathan L. Weaver on 
his 30th pastoral anniversary. 

As the pastor of the Greater Mt. Nebo 
African Methodist Episcopal Church, 
which was founded 140 years ago, Rev-
erend Weaver provides outstanding 
spiritual leadership in Maryland’s 
Fourth Congressional District and the 
entire region. 

Pastor Weaver has a deep and active 
faith, and lives that faith not just with 
words, but with deeds. He has com-
mitted his life to lifting up people—to 
feeding the hungry and caring for the 
poor, comforting the afflicted and 
making peace—where there is strife. He 
has overseen not only the church’s 
growth, but the charitable works of 
more than 50 ministries that serve its 
members and the wider community. 
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