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After serving under Mayor Lindsay as gen-
eral Counsel for the then Housing Develop-
ment Administration, Bob opened his own law
office in Riverdale, where he still practices.
Bob plans to continue practicing law in River-
dale and remain an active participant in com-
munity affairs.

This year, The Kingsbridge-Riverdale-Van
Cortlandt Development Corporation is hon-
oring Bob at their annual Greenway Gala.
They could not have found a more deserving
honoree. Congratulations to Bob on this won-
derful honor.

———

JANE STAPLETON: TESTIMONY BE-

FORE THE BIPARTISAN TASK
FORCE TO END SEXUAL VIO-
LENCE

HON. ANN M. KUSTER

OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, October 31, 2017

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr.
Speaker, | include in the RECORD the fol-
lowing:

Good morning Congresswoman Kuster and
co-chairs Meehan, Speier and Joyce.

My name is Jane Stapleton and along with
Dr. Sharyn Potter, I am the Director of Pre-
vention Innovations Research Center at the
University of New Hampshire. It is an honor
to provide testimony on campus sexual vio-
lence and promoting healthy relationships
and consent education in K through 12
schools to the Bipartisan Task Force to End
Sexual Violence. Prevention Innovations is
made up of researchers and practitioners
who work together to create, evaluate and
disseminate evidence-based prevention and
responses to sexual and relationship vio-
lence. We work to build practitioners’ capac-
ities to respond to survivors, prevent vio-
lence and navigate the changing landscape of
federal laws and mandates. We believe that
to truly end the problems of sexual and rela-
tionship violence in K through 12 schools and
post-secondary education, we must under-
stand what works in prevention and response
and then implement evidence-based and re-
search informed prevention strategies.

Together, my colleagues and I have devel-
oped, evaluated and implemented prevention
strategies to engage community members as
bystanders who take responsibility to create
safe and respectful learning and living envi-
ronments. Prevention Innovations’ evidence-
based prevention strategies include:

Bringing in the Bystander, an in-person
prevention program with high school and
adult versions

Know Your Power bystander intervention
social marketing campaign

uSafeUS, a mobile app that puts trauma
informed responses and evidence-based pre-
vention strategies in the hands of survivors
and their allies

Still in development: a Bystander Inter-
vention Video Game

Increased attention to sexual and relation-
ship violence in schools has led to expo-
nential growth in the number of vendors of-
fering solutions to these pervasive public
health problems. Vendors sell products that
guarantee compliance and prevention, often-
times with little to no scientific evidence to
suggest that they are effective. Prevention
Innovations has recently published a white
paper on choosing prevention products. It
seems appropriate to share this guidance
with the Bipartisan Task Force.

It is essential to know whether prevention
products have been thoroughly evaluated
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with scientific research methods. Prevention
products should have stated, measurable
learning objectives that can be evaluated.
Ongoing evaluation and utilization of the
best available evidence should also inform
the product’s evolution over time.

Sexual and relationship violence are
nuanced issues, so it is vital that prevention
efforts are developed by people with exper-
tise. The best interventions adhere to the
principles for effective prevention.

Effective prevention strategies are in-
formed by theories that have been developed
and validated through rigorous scientific

scrutiny. Effective prevention products
should be grounded in theories that foster
change.

Prevention efforts are most effective when
they use multiple modalities such as text,
video, audio, case studies, interactive exer-
cises, gaming principles, and skills practice.
Products should be developmentally and cul-
turally appropriate to your audience and
well-suited to the method of dissemination.

It is critical that all efforts promote a
campus culture that supports survivors. It is
important to consider the impact of preven-
tion products and programs on members of
the community who are survivors and sec-
ondary survivors, and to ensure they are
trauma-informed products.

The product should be informed by those
for whom it was intended. A prevention
strategy developed for a college student is
most likely not appropriate for a high school
student and definitely not for a middle
school student.

Prevention efforts require sufficient dos-
age to be effective. Cutting down the preven-
tion dosage could lead to inadequate or no
effect or could potentially cause harm. One-
time programs are tempting, and vendors
may claim that they ‘‘check all the preven-
tion boxes,” but a solo packaged program or
a single annual event will not change cam-
pus culture.

It is vital that prevention messages are
socioculturally relevant and reflect a com-
munity’s diversity. For prevention efforts to
be effective, members of the community
need to see situations and people like those
they would regularly encounter.

While we know a lot about prevention,
there is still so much we do not know, such
as the impact of consent education on reduc-
ing sexual assault perpetration; and the ef-
fectiveness of on-line prevention modules,
community and societal level interventions.
The best way to proceed in our efforts is to
continue to develop scientifically evaluated
prevention strategies and implement these
evidence-based and research informed pre-
vention tools in a comprehensive plan that
engages all members of the social ecology.

On behalf of Prevention Innovations Re-
search Center, I would like to thank the Bi-
partisan Task Force for your careful consid-
eration of our suggestions for the most effec-
tive elements of prevention in K through 12
and colleges. I welcome your questions and
the opportunity to provide additional infor-
mation.

———

AIR CARGO SECURITY
IMPROVEMENT ACT OF 2017

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, October 31, 2017
Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, thirteen years ago, the 9/11 Commission

raised red flags “regarding the screening and
transport of checked bags and cargo” and
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called for “[m]ore attention and resources” to
“pe directed to reducing or mitigating the
threat posed by explosives in vessels’ cargo
holds.”

Today, the threat of a terrorist attack using
air cargo is significant. In fact, in July, then-
Secretary of Homeland Security John Kelly
identified cargo-based aviation attacks as a
major concern, explaining “there are people
out there, very smart people, very sophisti-
cated people who do nothing but try to figure
out how to blow up an airplane in flight. . . .
[Tlhere is a fair amount of cargo, what we
would attribute to just cargo flown on pas-
senger airplane on space available. [Terror-
ists] are constantly looking for ways to do
this.”

That same month, Australian authorities ar-
rested four men on charges that that they plot-
ted to detonate a bomb to bring down an
Etihad Airways passenger plane on behalf of
ISIS on July 15. Reportedly, “a senior ISIS
commander shipped partially assembled com-
ponents of a bomb on a commercial cargo
plane from Turkey to Australia . . . [and] two
men in Australia assembled the parts into a
functional explosive device.” In response to
the foiled Australia attack, the Transportation
Security Administration (TSA) issued a secu-
rity directive requiring any air cargo from Tur-
key bound for the U.S. to undergo enhanced
screening. The Australia plot came seven
years after a terrorist plot to ship bombs hid-
den in printer cartridges from Yemen to the
United States onboard cargo planes was
thwarted.

This increase in the air cargo security risk
comes at a time when the volume of goods
being moved by air cargo has increased, with
the volume, as of 2016 back to approximately
98.4 percent of pre-recession levels with air-
lines transporting 52 million metric tons of
goods.

In response to this security risk, | am intro-
ducing the “Air Cargo Security Improvement
Act of 2017.” My legislation would direct the
Transportation Security Administration (TSA)
to take a number of steps to enhance its re-
sponsibilities for air cargo and require the
agency to aggressively move towards ad-
dressing current and future threats to air
cargo. Specifically, my legislation would clarify
air cargo security responsibilities at TSA, en-
courage further technological developments
for screening air cargo, review existing air
cargo programs, and require the Department
of Homeland Security to make permanent the
Air Cargo Advance Screening Program.

Mr. Speaker, a decade ago, | was the lead
sponsor of legislation that addressed the con-
cerns raised by the 9/11 Commission about
the threat of an air cargo-based attack. The
“Implementing 9/11 Recommendations Act of
2007” directed TSA to, for the first time, en-
sure that all cargo carried on passenger
planes was screened. My bill recognizes the
need to revisit that law and the stark reality
that as technology has evolved so have ter-
rorist capabilities. For instance, in 2007, it was
unimaginable for terrorists to use laptops as
bombs; however, in 2017, the threat of a
laptop bomb was so severe that TSA consid-
ered banning laptops from airplane cabins, in
response to intelligence about terrorist capa-
bilities. The threat posed by terrorists’ abilities
and desires to exploit vulnerabilities cannot be
understated and they have demonstrably set
their targets on air cargo. We need to be time-
ly and precise in addressing air cargo security,
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