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as we cannot afford, nor should the American 
public tolerate, otherwise. 

Mr. Speaker, I introduce the ‘‘Air Cargo Se-
curity Improvement Act of 2017’’ in the hopes 
that Congress will move with urgency to make 
Americans more secure from the threat of an 
air cargo-based terrorist attack and urge my 
colleagues to join me in working to advance 
this timely measure. 
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RECOGNIZING THE 2017 INSTITUTE 
FOR EXCELLENCE IN SALES AND 
DEVELOPMENT AWARD RECIPI-
ENTS 

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the 2017 recipients of the Lifetime 
Achievement Award and the Woman in Sales 
Leadership Award presented by the Institute 
for Excellence in Sales & Business Develop-
ment (IES). 

IES was created to foster excellence in 
business sales and development practices and 
to help sales professionals and organizations 
maximize their efforts. IES conducts a variety 
of workshops and programs designed to pro-
vide the knowledge and tools necessary to ad-
vance the careers and growth of those who at-
tend. Each year, IES recognizes individuals, 
teams, and organizations throughout the 
United States who demonstrate exemplary 
performance through leadership, risk taking, 
innovation, vision, and customer development. 

Awards are presented in categories includ-
ing Excellence in Sales Innovation, Excellence 
in Sales Training, Excellence in Sales Man-
agement, Excellence in Customer Partnering, 
and Excellence in Strategic Alliances. In addi-
tion, Lifetime Achievement Awards are be-
stowed to a select few who have dem-
onstrated continued success and have made 
significant contributions in their fields. 

The recipient of the 2017 Lifetime Achieve-
ment Awards is Mr. Paul Smith, Senior Vice 
President and General Manager of Public Sec-
tor for Red Hat, North America. In this capac-
ity, Mr. Smith manages the Red Hat portfolio 
across the entire federal government, as well 
as the state and local marketplaces as it re-
lates to education. Prior to joining Red Hat, 
Mr. Smith enjoyed successful careers at 
VERITAS, Netscape Communication and Ora-
cle. 

The recipient of the inaugural Woman in 
Sales Leadership Award is Ms. Mary Beth 
Cockerham, Vice-President of Sales for 
Deltek. In this capacity, Ms. Cockerham man-
ages all sales personnel related to Deltek’s 
GovWinIQ program, which provides business 
intelligence to companies that are pursuing 
public sector sales. Prior to joining Deltek, Ms. 
Cockerham spent 20 years with Sun Micro-
systems in a variety of data-related sales 
roles. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Paul Smith and Mary Beth 
Cockerham for their innovative and effective 
leadership and in congratulating them on re-
ceiving the 2017 IES Lifetime Achievement 
Award and Woman in Sales Leadership 
Award. 

DETECTIVE MIGDALIA ‘‘MINDY’’ 
RAMOS 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take a 
moment to represent one of the great public 
servants in the northwest Bronx who day after 
day works hard to keep our community safe. 

Detective Migdaha Ramos, better known to 
all of us as Mindy, was born and raised in 
Manhattan. She attended Fashion Industry 
High School and upon graduation, worked in 
the retail and fashion industry. In July of 1998, 
Mindy started on a new path as a member of 
the New York Police Department. She was ap-
pointed to the 50th Precinct following her com-
pletion of the Police Academy, and has for the 
last 18 years honorably served the community 
there in different assignments 

Detective Ramos started as a Uniform Pa-
trol Officer, answering 911 radio calls and ad-
dressing community concerns. Shortly there-
after, she was assigned to the Domestic Vio-
lence Unit. For the next seven years, she 
would conduct investigations, arrest violent 
perpetrators, and assist victims in receiving 
appropriate services. 

In 2007, Detective Ramos had the pleasure 
of being assigned as the Precinct Community 
Affairs Officer, the position she still holds to 
this day. Since then, she has established a 
great working relationship with the elected offi-
cials, business district, community board, and 
various other entities that serve the commu-
nity. She also has a wonderful rapport with the 
residents of the northwest Bronx, which is why 
in December of 2015, she was promoted to 
Detective. 

I have always been impressed with Detec-
tive Ramos’s commitment to the neighborhood 
and her responsiveness to the needs of the 
community. I know when it comes to my office 
it has been a true pleasure working with her. 

This year, the Kingsbridge-Riverdale-Van 
Cortlandt Development Corporation is hon-
oring Detective Ramos at their annual Green-
way Gala. They have chosen a most deserv-
ing honoree. I want to congratulate Detective 
Ramos on this great honor and thank her for 
all she has done to improve and strengthen 
our neighborhood. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE BEDFORD 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the Bed-
ford Public Library in Bedford, Iowa for cele-
brating their 100 year anniversary. 

The Bedford Public Library was built in 1916 
as a gift from Andrew Carnegie and is one of 
101 Carnegie Libraries built in Iowa. It has 
come a long way since 1916, there are no 
longer just books housed there. It is home to 
five public access computers with high speed 
internet connections along with a number of 
other modern amenities. The library also con-
tains a large genealogy collection. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
those who have made the Bedford Public Li-
brary such an integral part of the community 
and it is with great pride that I recognize them 
today. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating them for this outstanding mile-
stone and in wishing them all nothing but con-
tinued success. 
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SUGAR LAND MIDDLE SCHOOL 
GIRLS VOLLEYBALL TEAMS 
RAISE MONEY TO HELP BEAT 
BREAST CANCER 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 7th and 8th Grade Girls’ 
Volleyball Teams at Sugar Land Middle 
School for their efforts to raise money to help 
beat breast cancer. 

The teams worked together to raise $1,375 
for the Fort Bend Junior Service League’s 
Breast Cancer Fund, in spite of the hardships 
they have faced after Hurricane Harvey. 
These girls exemplify what it means to be a 
team, not just on the court, but also working 
together to give back to our community. The 
funds they raised will go toward improving 
quality of life, diminishing suffering and pro-
viding access to early detection and treatment 
for Fort Bend County breast cancer patients. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to the Sugar Land Middle School 7th and 8th 
Grade Girls’ Volleyball Teams. We are very 
proud of them and look forward to their future 
successes. Go Titans. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF FORMER 
TUG HILL COMMISSION CHAIR-
MAN KEN VIGUS 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, October 31, 2017 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Ken Vigus, the former Chair-
man of New York State’s Tug Hill Commis-
sion. 

Ken had a great interest in and love for the 
Tug Hill Region of New York. He was ap-
pointed to the Tug Hill Commission in 2002, 
where he worked to help local governments 
and citizens shape the future of the Tug Hill 
Region, which encompasses much of Jeffer-
son, Lewis, Oneida and Oswego counties. 
With a total of 14 years of service, Ken served 
as both Vice Chairman and Chairman of the 
Commission. 

Ken’s involvement in the region did not stop 
there. He enjoyed hunting on the Tug Hill Pla-
teau and served as President of the Horse 
Shoe Hunting Club. He was also a member of 
the Boonville Zoning Board of Appeals and 
served on the Boonville Town Planning Board. 
Earlier in his life, Ken made important con-
tributions to both his country and to his com-
munity by serving in the Air Force during the 
Vietnam War and then as a professional fire-
fighter. 
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