October 31, 2017

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, October 31, 2017, at
2:30 p.m., in room SD-430 to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Implementation of
the 21st Century Cures Act: Achieving
the Promise of Health Information
Technology.”’

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, October 31,
2017, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘2017 Hurricane Season: Over-
sight of the Federal Response.”’

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, October 31,
2017, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘2020 Census: Examining Cost
Overruns, Information Security, and
Accuracy.”

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
October 31, 2017, at 9:30 a.m.., in room
SD-106 to conduct a hearing on the
nomination of John C. Demers, of Vir-
ginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, Department of Justice.

SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The Select Committee on Intel-
ligence is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
October 31, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in room
SH-219 to conduct a closed hearing.

SUBCOMMITTEE ON OCEANS, ATMOSPHERE,

FISHERIES, AND COAST GUARD

The Subcommittee on Oceans, At-
mosphere, Fisheries, and Coast of the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, October 31, 2017, at 2:30 p.m.,
in room SR-253 to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘“‘Exploring Native American
Subsistence Rights and International
Treaties.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CRIME AND TERRORISM

The Subcommittee on Crime and
Terrorism of the Committee on the Ju-
diciary is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Tuesday,
October 31, 2017, at 2:30 p.m., in room
SH-216 to conduct a hearing entitled
“Extremist Content and Russian
Disinformation Omnline: Working with
Tech to Find Solutions.”

————
APPOINTMENT

PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the
Democratic leader, pursuant to the
provisions of Public Law 114-224, the
appointment of the following indi-
vidual to serve as a member of the Vir-
gin Islands of the United States Cen-
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tennial Commission: the Honorable

BILL NELSON of Florida.

—————

CALLING ON THE GOVERNMENT
OF IRAN TO RELEASE UNJUSTLY
DETAINED UNITED STATES CITI-
ZENS AND LEGAL PERMANENT
RESIDENT ALIENS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 244, S. Res. 245.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 245) calling on the
Government of Iran to release unjustly de-
tained United States citizens and legal per-
manent resident aliens, and for other pur-
poses.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of August 3, 2017,
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

245) was

———

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following Senate resolu-
tions which were submitted earlier
today: S. Res. 315, S. Res. 316, and S.
Res. 317.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolutions
en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolutions be agreed
to, the preambles be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table, all en
bloc.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolutions were agreed to.

The preambles were agreed to.

(The resolutions, with their pre-
ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD
under ‘“‘Submitted Resolutions.”’)

—————

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing rule XXII, that at 11:30 a.m.
on Wednesday, November 1, there be 30
minutes of postcloture time remaining
on the Larsen nomination, equally di-
vided between the leaders or their des-
ignees, and that following the use or
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yielding back of that time, the Senate
vote on the confirmation of the Larsen
nomination; and that if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
NOVEMBER 1, 2017

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, No-
vember 1; further, that following the
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; finally, that following
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Larsen nomination under
the previous order.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senators CASEY and SANDERS.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Pennsylvania.

———
OUR SYSTEM OF JUSTICE

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise this
evening to talk about our system of
justice. If we were to walk out from the
Senate, out the front door, and across
the front of the Capitol directly, we
would find ourselves across the street
from the U.S. Supreme Court.

As everyone knows, inscribed across
the front of the U.S. Supreme Court
are these words: ‘““Equal justice under
law’’—a pretty simple statement about
our system of justice, but of course
that has a profound meaning in our
system.

Hundreds of years ago, Saint Augus-
tine said the following about justice:
Without justice what are kingdoms but
great bands of robbers.

So we have always had this focus on
what justice means. It came into
sharper focus, of course, when our Na-
tion was born. We set up three
branches of government—or, I should
say, our Founders set up three
branches of government—one of them
being the judiciary and, of course, that
was followed, after the Constitution
was ratified, by the Judiciary Act of
1789. We have had that system of jus-
tice in one form other another all these
years.

In so many ways, our system of jus-
tice sets us apart from the world. Our
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