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Ms. Marigo treats them with dignity, compas-
sion, and respect. She has a talent for con-
necting with isolated individuals and helping 
them find comfort in their community. Once 
Ms. Marigo makes a connection with some-
one, she sees them through to success, en-
suring that they have support every step of the 
way. Ms. Marigo’s work helping those in need 
is a great inspiration and exemplifies what it 
means to serve your community. 
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dee Braden for her service to the 
senior citizens of Coles County, Illinois. 

On December 31, 2017, Dee will be retiring 
from the Coles County Council on Aging 
(CCCA) after 41 years of service. Dee began 
her career at the CCCA as a Volunteer Re-
cruiter and was soon promoted to the organi-
zation’s Executive Director. Under Dee’s lead-
ership the (CCA was awarded three Illinois 
Governor Awards for Unique Distinction, one 
of which came after ten years of research, de-
velopment, and fundraising that led to the con-
struction of the 25,000 square foot LifeSpan 
Center in Charleston, Illinois. 

I have worked with Dee and the LifeSpan 
Center staff on several occasions to provide 
information to my constituents. Dee has al-
ways been most helpful and professional. It is 
clear she loves those she serves at LifeSpan 
and loves her community. 

While serving as the CCCA’s Executive Di-
rector, Dee simultaneously served her commu-
nity and its seniors in many other capacities 
by serving on multiple advisory boards and 
committees. Dee has been a true champion in 
her efforts to enhance the quality of life for 
older adults in her community. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish Dee nothing but the 
best in her retirement and thank her for her 
many years of dedicated service. 

f 

A LIFE WELL-LOVED IS A LIFE 
WELL LIVED 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 1, 2017 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Albert O. Orta for his selfless 
service to our nation. 

Albert Orta’s extensive career began in 
1947 after completion of his entry level train-
ing at Lackland Air Force Base as a member 
of the United States Air Force. There, he 
tracked and noted weather cycles. Soon there-
after, he was promoted to work on the base’s 
radar and communication equipment as an 
electronics technician. 

After his service with the United States Air 
Force, Mr. Orta continued to serve his country 
as an engineer with the United States Depart-
ment of Defense at Lackland Air Force Base. 

His talents for engineering were well recog-
nized and his responsibilities increased. Early 
in his career, he found himself traveling to well 
over fifty countries briefing Commanding Gen-
erals and U.S Embassy Ambassadors on 
communicative data and command post instal-
lation projects on behalf of the United States 
Military. His missions took him to Europe, the 
Philippines, Indo-China and to countries in Af-
rica and South America, just to name a few. 

Mr. Orta also worked on military aircraft as 
a radar engineer and found himself assisting 
on the improvements and installation of radar 
systems in the early B series military aircraft: 
B29, B36, B47 and B52. Mr. Orta’s work was 
so noted as a leader and accomplished engi-
neer that he was assigned to equipping and 
testing radar systems in the early F series 
military aircraft: F84, F86A, F89, F102 and 
F106. His proud accomplishment was his role 
as the lead engineer in the development and 
installation of new radar technology for the 
United States Air Force’s F102 Delta Dagger, 
a $6 million project at the time of his assign-
ment. 

Mr. Orta’s outstanding accomplishments and 
his willingness to serve our nation faithfully 
and to the best of his abilities in all positions 
was recognized by President Jimmy Carter 
and a host of Generals and Ambassadors ac-
knowledging his incredible service to our na-
tion through his work with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Defense. 

Albert Orta and Mary Louise Guerrero mar-
ried in June of 1949 and are blessed with 12 
children, 31 grandchildren, and 29 great- 
grandchildren. Throughout his career and trav-
els he recognized that sharing stories of his 
travels were important life lessons. There is no 
greater devotion of a father who returned 
home from a mission to share the experiences 
he encountered of a different life, different cul-
ture and hardships to emphasize the impor-
tance of hard work, the importance of quality 
education, to learn to be resilient and to ap-
preciate the freedoms we enjoy today. He 
stands proud that his children and grand-
children are successful in their own profes-
sional careers; some educators, leaders in the 
private industries, medical field, financial advi-
sors, some with a heart for public service and 
some who proudly served our country in the 
military. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in honoring Albert O. Orta for his dis-
tinguished career and his proud service to our 
country; and to Mary Louise Orta for her serv-
ice in standing alongside her husband, sup-
porting him and their family throughout his 
missions. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate John An-
derson of Minburn, Iowa, who, along with his 
cousin, Andy Anderson of Cedar Falls, Iowa, 
became the first Iowans to climb to the summit 
of Mount Everest on the North Face. 

John and Andy have been climbing and hik-
ing for over 10 years. When they decided to 
tackle the largest mountain in the world over 
a year ago, they began their training between 
heavy work schedules, preparing their bodies 
and minds for the physical and mental chal-
lenges such a climb presents. On the after-
noon of May 21, all of their preparation paid 
off when they announced on their Facebook 
page that they had reached an elevation of 
29,052 feet, the summit of Mt. Everest. Along-
side the goal of just conquering the tallest 
mountain in the world, the cousins also used 
the opportunity to help raise awareness for 
veterans with PTSD. They plan to use the net-
work they built in promoting this climb to help 
veterans and their families learn to use out-
door activities to help manage stress. 

Mr. Speaker, I am immensely proud of John 
and his cousin Andy for conquering the largest 
mountain in the world. I am honored to rep-
resent them in the United States Congress 
and it is with great pride that I recognize them 
today. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating John and Andy for this out-
standing accomplishment and in wishing them 
both nothing but continued success. 
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Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Brynda Stranix of Yuba City, Cali-
fornia, a pillar of the community who exempli-
fies the qualities of a true public servant. She 
is a proven leader who embodies a passion to 
help others. Brynda currently serves as Presi-
dent and Chief Operating Officer of the Yuba- 
Sutter Economic Development Corporation. 

Brynda’s passion to help the community 
thrive is reflected in her present and previous 
work experience in the field of economics. She 
joined the Yuba-Sutter Economic Development 
Corporation (YSEDC) in 2001 with 22 years of 
experience in administrative management, ac-
counting and public relations. Since joining 
YSEDC, Brynda has worked tirelessly with 
local businesses as well as public and private 
community leaders to identify ways to improve 
and expand business in the area. 

Brynda takes great pride in her community; 
she currently serves in eleven officer roles on 
boards and commissions for economic devel-
opment, and is a member of twenty-nine var-
ious advisory committees who deal with critical 
issues from healthcare to homelessness and 
women’s issues. When Brynda is not busy at-
tending a meeting, you will always find her at-
tending a community event. 

Brynda was presented with the 2016 Athena 
Leadership Award for achieving the highest 
level of professional excellence for her con-
tributions in improving the quality of life for 
others, especially women, in realizing their full 
potential. Brynda was born and raised in Yuba 
City and takes pride in raising three delightful 
grandsons. 
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