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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MARSHALL).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
November 1, 2017.

I hereby appoint the Honorable ROGER W.
MARSHALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 3, 2017, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.

———

CONGRATULATING MICHELLE
BAUER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, last week, I congratu-
lated St. Marys Area High School stu-
dent Michelle Bauer on winning first
place in the 34th annual Pennsylvania
Municipal League high school essay
contest.

Participants were asked to reflect on
the theme ‘‘Civics and You’ by writing

about opportunities in their commu-
nity that allow for civic engagement
and encourage citizens to volunteer to
help with local challenges.

Today, I would like to share a por-
tion of Michelle’s essay:

“When I hear the word ‘civic,” I think
of governmental duties. I understand
my duty as an American citizen to
vote, obey laws, pay taxes, and serve
on juries. These activities all involve
one person: yourself. In reality, our
civic engagement as Americans ex-
pands beyond a single individual and
encompasses entire communities. The
definition of a civic engagement is an
activity that includes both paid and
unpaid forms of political activism,
environmentalism, and service. As I
look at my community, it is apparent
that we have a lot of civic engage-
ments.

““As with most towns, mine has a city
council that holds meetings and elec-
tions for positions on the council.
These elections are open to every mem-
ber of the city and are an excellent way
for citizens to have a say in the politics
of the town. Just as the elections are
open to all citizens so are the weekly
meetings. A unique feature about my
town’s council meetings is that they
are televised on a local channel. For in-
dividuals who are unable to physically
be present at the meeting or have com-
mitments that require attention, this
televised version provides a perfect so-
lution to keep abreast of the issues af-
fecting our citizens.

““Along with a local city council, it is
also a civic duty of individuals in my
community to vote and participate in
elections and meetings at the school
district level. Anyone is able to run for
a position on the school board as well
as attend the meetings. For me, our
school board is a great way of civic in-
volvement because the board is inter-
ested in new opportunities that can be
incorporated into the education of our
youth. Just recently, I attended a

board meeting where the topic of ro-
bots was discussed. As a member of a
small competition group, we were able
to present our success and the benefit
of curriculum that includes new tech-
nology. One month later, it was an-
nounced that a robotics class will be
offered in the upcoming school year.
This will allow even more students to
enhance their education and perhaps
encourage new career choices.

“In my community, the civic engage-
ments do not stop on the political
level. One of the most prominent forms
of civic engagement I see in my com-
munity that is not related to politics is
the placing of wreaths on the grave-
stones of fallen soldiers for Memorial
Day. Citizens from all over town come
together the weekend before Memorial
Day and walk through the entire ceme-
tery adorning and honoring the heroes
of our country. This event is not for
publicity or money but instead is for
respecting our veterans. Additionally,
it is for the betterment of our commu-
nity by presenting a beautiful scene to
those passing by.”’

Michelle goes on to write:

““Onlookers can also be mesmerized
by the beauty of the mountainous rural
area. Unfortunately, garbage and litter
on the side of roads and highways is so
commonplace that most individuals do
not even do a double-take when they
see it. The highway through my town
is an area where individuals think it is
acceptable to throw garbage out of
their vehicles or litter the sides of the
road with cigarette butts and wrappers.
For the past 7 years, I have been a part
of the National Honor Society highway
cleanup. Every spring and fall, the so-
ciety walks the sides of the roads pick-
ing up trash and making our town look
beautiful.”

Mr. Speaker, this is just a portion of

Michelle’s essay, and I include in the
RECORD the full essay.
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