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hereditary oligarchical elite like the 
hereditary oligarchical elite in Russia 
today. 

This huge penthouse suite party will 
be paid for by the rest of us and blow a 
record-smashing $2 trillion deficit hole 
into our economy and programs like 
Medicare and Medicaid. I knew all of 
this. It is predictable enough. 

But then I noticed a provision yester-
day that is absolutely gobstopping, 
shocking, startling, eye-popping, unbe-
lievable in the GOP tax blueprint. It is 
called the territorial system, and what 
it means is simple. We will tax Amer-
ican businesses only when their oper-
ations are here in America. Here is 
what that means: if I am a business-
man and I am going to set up a manu-
facturing plant on main street in my 
hometown, I have to pay the full 
freight of taxes. I pay everything. 

If I set my business, my new manu-
facturing plant, up in Mexico, or Ban-
gladesh, or Ireland, I pay zero taxes. 
Let me repeat that: if I decide to set up 
my business in America, I pay 100 per-
cent of the taxes I am going to owe. If 
I decide to relocate my business and all 
of the jobs abroad, I will pay zero 
taxes. That works even if I have al-
ready got the business in place here 
and I decide to ship everything over-
seas. Suddenly, I get a 100 percent tax 
break for all the profits that I earn 
overseas. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps I misunder-
stand it. I am not a professor of tax 
law. I am a professor of constitutional 
law. So maybe I am not interpreting it 
right. I would love nothing more than 
for one of my colleagues from the other 
side of the aisle to get up and tell me 
it is not true, and correct me, and ex-
plain what I have got wrong. 

But if I have got it right, this shock-
ing provision tucked into the bill that 
we are about to see is a job killer, a na-
tional emergency, and a dagger pointed 
at the heart of the American economy 
and our jobs. It is only a few, small, big 
businesses, a few big businesses that 
will benefit. 

Small businesses are not going to be 
benefited at all. The small businesses 
do not set up tax-dodging corporate 
subsidiaries in the Cayman Islands, or 
the Bahamas, or in Ireland. They don’t 
ship overseas. So this is for a tiny per-
centage of the largest corporations in 
America, leaving the small businesses 
behind and taking millions of Amer-
ican jobs with them. 

Why would the majority do this to us 
when Donald Trump campaigned on a 
platform of putting America first and 
promising to bring American jobs back 
home—not export millions more with a 
devastating tax plan? 

Now I see why they are hurdling this 
through Congress. In 1986, with the tax 
reform plan, there were 63 days of hear-
ings, and more than 450 witnesses in 
Ways and Means and the Senate Fi-
nance Committee. It took 2 years and 
10 months. This plan they want to slam 
through Congress in less than 2 weeks, 
with barely any witnesses, maybe no 

hearings, maybe one or two hearings; 
and you know why? Because they are 
tucking the most massive job-killing 
provision anyone has ever seen into 
this bill. 

If anything, we should be imposing 
higher taxes on those businesses that 
ship our jobs overseas—not lower 
taxes—or they should pay the same. 
But this plan would wipe out any taxes 
at all, and it is dumbfounding that 
they would think this is something 
that Congress would put up with—just 
like they tried to slam through Con-
gress the ACA repeal and we stopped it 
when people got the word. 

We have got to make sure, Mr. 
Speaker, that every American under-
stands what is really in this tax bill 
coming our way. 

f 

HIGHLIGHTING THE STEP FOR-
WARD TO CURE TSC MIAMI 
WALK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
wish to highlight the Step Forward to 
Cure TSC Miami Walk, which took 
place last weekend at my alma mater, 
Florida International University. Tu-
berous sclerosis complex, or TSC, is a 
rare genetic disease that causes uncon-
trollable tumor growth across the face, 
body, and organs of impacted individ-
uals. 

Unfortunately, there is no cure for 
TSC. South Florida’s own hero, Max 
Lucca, pictured here, was diagnosed 
with TSC when he was only 2 weeks 
old. Now, he is 9 years old, and he has 
thrived because of the constant love 
and care provided by his parents, 
Vanessa and Max. The TSC Miami 
Walk brings together patients like Max 
Lucca and their families with sup-
porters who are committed to improv-
ing their lives. 

Every year, the walk plays an essen-
tial role in advancing lifesaving re-
search and programs to increase aware-
ness of TSC, and expanding the net-
work of resources that improve the 
lives of patients and their families. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to recog-
nize the work of Vanessa Vazquez; her 
husband, Max; and all of the other ac-
tivists who are so needed from the Tu-
berous Sclerosis Alliance who work so 
hard to make this walk a reality. 

I want to thank everyone who came 
out to FIU last Saturday and made this 
event a resounding success. Due to 
your efforts, due to your commitment, 
I am confident that we will be able to 
increase the research and education 
needed to find a cure for this tragic dis-
ease. 

Meanwhile, go Max Lucca. 
COMMIT TO ENDING PEDIATRIC HIV/AIDS 

WORLDWIDE 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 

would like to encourage my colleagues 
to support H. Res. 593, a bipartisan res-
olution reaffirming our national com-

mitment to ending pediatric HIV/AIDS 
worldwide. 

It is a resolution that I introduced 
with my friend, Congresswoman BAR-
BARA LEE. The fight against pediatric 
AIDS is a great example of how our 
country is a positive and trans-
formative force in the lives of many 
across the world. Because of our leader-
ship here in the United States over the 
past 12 years, there has been a 62 per-
cent increase in the number of women 
receiving mother-to-child trans-
missions prevention services. Wow. 

Thanks to positive American involve-
ment through programs like PEPFAR, 
more than 11.5 million expectant moth-
ers around the world have received HIV 
testing and counseling, and nearly 2 
million babies have been born HIV-free. 

However, even though we have made 
great strides in a fight against pedi-
atric AIDS over the last few years, we 
cannot rest, Mr. Speaker. We cannot 
rest while more than 400 children 
around the world are born with HIV 
every day; 400. We cannot rest when 
less than half of the children suffering 
from HIV have access to the lifesaving 
treatments they so desperately need; 
less than half. Indeed, we must redou-
ble our efforts to reach every single 
mother and child impacted by this ter-
rible disease. 

For this reason, my friend, Congress-
woman BARBARA LEE, and I just re-
introduced H. Res. 593, a bipartisan res-
olution recommitting our country, the 
United States, to eradicating pediatric 
AIDS worldwide and supporting those 
who have been impacted by this epi-
demic. Our resolution also supports our 
national efforts to provide women and 
children with HIV counseling, with 
HIV testing services, as well as expand-
ing their access to lifesaving treat-
ments. 

America’s ongoing commitment has 
helped save the lives of many, but so 
much more remains to be done. We are 
one of the greatest hopes for a better 
future for countless others. Now, more 
than ever, it is essential to ensure that 
we remain committed as a nation to 
creating a future where no child suffers 
from HIV/AIDS. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
worthwhile cause and cosponsor our 
resolution, H. Res. 593. 

f 

SIGN UP FOR HEALTHCARE NOW 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, today is 
the last day of baseball, but, more im-
portantly, it is the first day of open en-
rollment for the Patient Protection 
and Affordable Care Act. 

This year, enrollment only runs from 
November 1, today, through December 
15. This is half the length of last year 
when open enrollment extended until 
January 30. It is 6 weeks shorter, so to 
sign up, get started today. You only 
have 45 days to do it. This is something 
the Trump administration is doing to 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:38 Nov 02, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K01NO7.012 H01NOPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8306 November 1, 2017 
make it more difficult and less likely 
people will sign up. 

Don’t let them do this. Sign up for 
your healthcare. During this shortened 
enrollment period, there will also be 12- 
hour periods of scheduled maintenance 
when the website will be inaccessible. 
These periods will occur every Sunday 
morning, except one, during the open 
enrollment period. December 15 is the 
last chance for individuals to sign up 
for health insurance for 2018, unless 
you have a major event like getting 
married, having a child, or moving. 

In previous years, individuals were 
notified of autoenrollment with time 
to change their choice. This year, that 
happens on December 16, a day after 
open enrollment ends, so there is no 
reason to do it. It just tells you what 
you have got, and you don’t have the 
opportunity to change. So individuals 
should not rely on autoenrollment. 
They should use healthcare.gov to find 
the best plan for them and their fami-
lies. 

In many cases, there are affordable 
plans. In 2018, in Tennessee, 88 percent 
can find a bronze plan for under $75. 

b 1115 

In Memphis, many consumers earn-
ing $30,000 to $48,000 a year can find sil-
ver plans for under $100. This is par-
ticularly true for those in their late 
forties to age 64. 

You may qualify for premiums and 
cost-sharing reductions like in past 
years. In 2016, 88 percent of Ten-
nesseans on the exchanges received 
premium assistance, and 58 percent re-
ceived cost-sharing reduction sub-
sidies. 

This is still true even as the Presi-
dent attempts to sabotage the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Marketing funding and funds for 
navigators to help people through the 
process have both been slashed. In spite 
of that fact, we are going to try to find 
some navigators still around and have 
a townhall in Memphis possibly Satur-
day, November 11. We are still in the 
process of scheduling that, but we want 
all of our people to get that chance. So 
we encourage all Americans to get that 
chance. 

Cost-sharing reduction subsidies will 
be available for individuals who qualify 
for silver plans despite Trump’s deci-
sion to stop the government from reim-
bursing insurers. 

The Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act is the law of the land. All 
current efforts to repeal and replace 
have failed because they have not come 
up with a better plan. Healthcare is dif-
ficult, and we came up with a plan that 
needs some tweaking but not repealing. 

Memphis has recently seen a decrease 
in the disparity of breast cancer mor-
tality rates between Black and White 
women, a clear indication that access 
to affordable care saves lives. 

Memphis has done excellent work at 
expanding access to screenings and 
coverage. In addition to local efforts, 
the Affordable Care Act has helped to 

reduce or even eliminate copayments 
that women have to pay for preventive 
screenings, including mammograms. 

Access to affordable healthcare has 
saved lives in Memphis and throughout 
this country. The open enrollment for 
the Affordable Care Act starts today 
and runs through December 15. Avail 
yourselves of those opportunities. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 16 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Michael W. Waters, Joy 
Tabernacle AME Church, Dallas, 
Texas, offered the following prayer: 

Immutable God, greater than all that 
has or ever will be conceived, hear our 
prayer: 

For ancestors at rest in the abode of 
angels, accosted and assaulted while 
present upon these shores, enduring 
avalanches of animus never atoned; for 
babies bombarded by bombs, bounties 
placed upon their beautiful heads at 
birth; for the cacophony of cries citing 
crimes against humanity, callous cy-
cles of crisis, casualties colored in 
chalk. 

In Your name, we shall resist evil by 
loving our neighbors as ourselves. 

Grant that we become drum majors 
of justice, promulgators of peace, ar-
chitects of an America freed from 
greed, hate, oppression, racism, sup-
pression, indeed, the very threat of tyr-
anny, replete with liberty and justice 
for all, till that great day when lions 
shall lie down with lambs and we study 
war no more, when justice flows like 
waters, and righteousness, like a 
mighty stream, and all God’s children 
are finally free. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. ROSKAM led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
MICHAEL W. WATERS 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) is recognized 
for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
host Reverend Waters as our guest 
chaplain today. 

Reverend Waters is a true commu-
nity servant and a man of God. He is 
the founding pastor of Joy Tabernacle 
African Methodist Episcopal Church— 
AME—of Dallas, Texas. 

Reverend Waters is a pastor, a pro-
fessor, an award-winning author, a 
community leader, and a social com-
mentator. Reverend Waters’ words of 
hope and empowerment inspire na-
tional and international audiences. 

As a notable friend of the commu-
nity, Reverend Waters served as a key-
note speaker at my Annual Dallas 
Prayer Breakfast this year. His engag-
ing personality and purposeful speech 
captivated the attention of all those 
who attended. 

As a strong leader, Reverend Waters 
is able to understand the unique needs 
of our community. He knows no 
stranger when he walks into the room, 
and his charismatic nature allows him 
to connect with everyone he meets. 

It is my pleasure that he has come 
today to be our guest chaplain. May 
God continue to bless him. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, cruelty 
to animals is a scourge, and there is no 
worse example than animal fighting 
that is for so-called pleasure and defi-
nite profit. 

I am pleased today to introduce the 
Parity in Animal Cruelty Enforcement 
Act, which is to close a loophole. 

Animal fighting is prohibited in the 
United States, but it is allowed in some 
U.S. territories. This is important for 
us because what we have is a situation 
where animals are manipulated, 
drugged, and put into situations where 
their aggression is heightened. It is dis-
gusting. 
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