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make it more difficult and less likely 
people will sign up. 

Don’t let them do this. Sign up for 
your healthcare. During this shortened 
enrollment period, there will also be 12- 
hour periods of scheduled maintenance 
when the website will be inaccessible. 
These periods will occur every Sunday 
morning, except one, during the open 
enrollment period. December 15 is the 
last chance for individuals to sign up 
for health insurance for 2018, unless 
you have a major event like getting 
married, having a child, or moving. 

In previous years, individuals were 
notified of autoenrollment with time 
to change their choice. This year, that 
happens on December 16, a day after 
open enrollment ends, so there is no 
reason to do it. It just tells you what 
you have got, and you don’t have the 
opportunity to change. So individuals 
should not rely on autoenrollment. 
They should use healthcare.gov to find 
the best plan for them and their fami-
lies. 

In many cases, there are affordable 
plans. In 2018, in Tennessee, 88 percent 
can find a bronze plan for under $75. 
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In Memphis, many consumers earn-
ing $30,000 to $48,000 a year can find sil-
ver plans for under $100. This is par-
ticularly true for those in their late 
forties to age 64. 

You may qualify for premiums and 
cost-sharing reductions like in past 
years. In 2016, 88 percent of Ten-
nesseans on the exchanges received 
premium assistance, and 58 percent re-
ceived cost-sharing reduction sub-
sidies. 

This is still true even as the Presi-
dent attempts to sabotage the Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act. 

Marketing funding and funds for 
navigators to help people through the 
process have both been slashed. In spite 
of that fact, we are going to try to find 
some navigators still around and have 
a townhall in Memphis possibly Satur-
day, November 11. We are still in the 
process of scheduling that, but we want 
all of our people to get that chance. So 
we encourage all Americans to get that 
chance. 

Cost-sharing reduction subsidies will 
be available for individuals who qualify 
for silver plans despite Trump’s deci-
sion to stop the government from reim-
bursing insurers. 

The Patient Protection and Afford-
able Care Act is the law of the land. All 
current efforts to repeal and replace 
have failed because they have not come 
up with a better plan. Healthcare is dif-
ficult, and we came up with a plan that 
needs some tweaking but not repealing. 

Memphis has recently seen a decrease 
in the disparity of breast cancer mor-
tality rates between Black and White 
women, a clear indication that access 
to affordable care saves lives. 

Memphis has done excellent work at 
expanding access to screenings and 
coverage. In addition to local efforts, 
the Affordable Care Act has helped to 

reduce or even eliminate copayments 
that women have to pay for preventive 
screenings, including mammograms. 

Access to affordable healthcare has 
saved lives in Memphis and throughout 
this country. The open enrollment for 
the Affordable Care Act starts today 
and runs through December 15. Avail 
yourselves of those opportunities. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 16 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Reverend Dr. Michael W. Waters, Joy 
Tabernacle AME Church, Dallas, 
Texas, offered the following prayer: 

Immutable God, greater than all that 
has or ever will be conceived, hear our 
prayer: 

For ancestors at rest in the abode of 
angels, accosted and assaulted while 
present upon these shores, enduring 
avalanches of animus never atoned; for 
babies bombarded by bombs, bounties 
placed upon their beautiful heads at 
birth; for the cacophony of cries citing 
crimes against humanity, callous cy-
cles of crisis, casualties colored in 
chalk. 

In Your name, we shall resist evil by 
loving our neighbors as ourselves. 

Grant that we become drum majors 
of justice, promulgators of peace, ar-
chitects of an America freed from 
greed, hate, oppression, racism, sup-
pression, indeed, the very threat of tyr-
anny, replete with liberty and justice 
for all, till that great day when lions 
shall lie down with lambs and we study 
war no more, when justice flows like 
waters, and righteousness, like a 
mighty stream, and all God’s children 
are finally free. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. ROSKAM) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. ROSKAM led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING REVEREND DR. 
MICHAEL W. WATERS 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from Texas (Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON) is recognized 
for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of 

Texas. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to 
host Reverend Waters as our guest 
chaplain today. 

Reverend Waters is a true commu-
nity servant and a man of God. He is 
the founding pastor of Joy Tabernacle 
African Methodist Episcopal Church— 
AME—of Dallas, Texas. 

Reverend Waters is a pastor, a pro-
fessor, an award-winning author, a 
community leader, and a social com-
mentator. Reverend Waters’ words of 
hope and empowerment inspire na-
tional and international audiences. 

As a notable friend of the commu-
nity, Reverend Waters served as a key-
note speaker at my Annual Dallas 
Prayer Breakfast this year. His engag-
ing personality and purposeful speech 
captivated the attention of all those 
who attended. 

As a strong leader, Reverend Waters 
is able to understand the unique needs 
of our community. He knows no 
stranger when he walks into the room, 
and his charismatic nature allows him 
to connect with everyone he meets. 

It is my pleasure that he has come 
today to be our guest chaplain. May 
God continue to bless him. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CRUELTY TO ANIMALS 

(Mr. ROSKAM asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, cruelty 
to animals is a scourge, and there is no 
worse example than animal fighting 
that is for so-called pleasure and defi-
nite profit. 

I am pleased today to introduce the 
Parity in Animal Cruelty Enforcement 
Act, which is to close a loophole. 

Animal fighting is prohibited in the 
United States, but it is allowed in some 
U.S. territories. This is important for 
us because what we have is a situation 
where animals are manipulated, 
drugged, and put into situations where 
their aggression is heightened. It is dis-
gusting. 
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