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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Eternal and ever-blessed God, thank 

You for waking us to see the light of 
this new day. Lord, on this All Saints’ 
Day, we remember the unseen cloud of 
witnesses that surrounds us. We are 
grateful for all the saints who from 
their labors rest but whose works fol-
low them. 

We thank You for the many law-
makers in our history whose integrity, 
creativity, and diligence have helped to 
keep us free. 

Lord, we praise You for all of Your 
gifts, the glimpses of beauty, the 
echoes of truth, and the kindness of 
friends. Thank You for all those who 
lived and died for freedom. Grant us in 
our day and generation to live to honor 
our noble heritage. 

And Lord, please remember all of 
those affected by the violence in New 
York. Bring a speedy recovery to the 
injured. 

We pray in Your merciful Name. 
Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The President pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

NEW YORK CITY TERROR ATTACK 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-

terday’s attack in Manhattan was sick-
ening, twisted, and heartbreaking. The 
suspect appears to have been inspired 
by ISIL. We know that in the days 
ahead, our intelligence community will 
make every effort to learn more about 
him and whether he had any connec-
tion to this terror group and its hateful 
ideology. But today we are thinking of 
everyone affected by this tragedy. We 
are praying for the victims and their 
families. We are thinking of our fellow 
Americans in New York. We are ex-
pressing our gratitude for the critical 
work of our first responders. To them 
we say: Thank you for your courage. 
Thank you for all you do, especially in 
the face of such a terrible tragedy like 
we witnessed yesterday. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL REVIEW ACT 
RESOLUTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
after 8 years of sluggish growth and 
missed opportunities for the middle 
class under 8 years of the Obama ad-
ministration, the American people 
elected a new President and Congress 
dedicated to getting our country mov-
ing again after so many years of failed 
leftwing policies. We are working hard 
on joint legislative initiatives on tax 
reform. 

We have also undertaken what has 
been described as ‘‘the most ambitious 
regulatory rollback since Reagan.’’ The 
administration has the ability to take 
serious action on its own, and it has. 
The Congress has taken important ac-
tion many times as well. We have used 
the tools contained in the Congres-
sional Review Act, which allows us to 
overturn certain regulations with a 
majority vote in Congress and the 
President’s signature. The President 
signed all of the many CRA resolutions 
we passed already, which overturned 
regulations that threatened everything 
from job creation to economic growth. 

The President will sign another CRA 
resolution today, one that will over-
turn a regulation that threatened to 
drive up costs for millions of Ameri-
cans who carry a credit card. It is a 
regulation dreamed up by a govern-
ment agency, the CFPB, that claims to 
protect consumers but seems to have 
found a way to actually harm them. 
The Treasury Department released a 
study showing how this regulation has 
little to do with consumer protection 
and everything to do with lining the 
pockets of trial lawyers. This unac-
countable agency ignored that study 
and issued its regulation anyway. 

We passed this Congressional Review 
Act resolution to protect consumers 
from wrongdoing while avoiding frivo-
lous lawsuits that will only drive up 
costs for the millions of Americans 
who have a credit card. The CFPB con-
tinues to be one of the most unac-
countable bureaucracies in Wash-
ington, and this Congress will continue 
to stand up for consumers even when 
the CFPB will not. 

f 

NOMINATION OF JOAN LARSEN 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, when the Senate confirmed the 
nomination of Professor Amy Barrett 
to the Seventh Circuit Court of Ap-
peals, we took another important step 
to ensure that the Federal judiciary 
fulfills its role in our constitutional 
system. Now we have an opportunity to 
confirm another well-qualified woman 
to the bench, Michigan Supreme Court 
Justice Joan Larsen. President Trump 
nominated her to serve on the Sixth 
Circuit, and she will be a strong addi-
tion to that court and a benefit to our 
Nation. 

After graduating first in her class 
from Northwestern’s law school, Jus-
tice Larsen served as a law clerk for 
Judge David Sentelle of the DC Circuit 
Court and then for Justice Antonin 
Scalia. These clerkships honed Justice 
Larsen’s legal abilities and respect for 
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