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Science is critically important to agri-
culture, and this is another Federal 
agency that depends on good science. 

Given the serious challenges facing 
America’s farmers and our food sys-
tem—from pollinator declines, to dete-
riorating soil health, to a changing cli-
mate—USDA’s science mission is ex-
tremely important. As someone whose 
home State university has a vibrant 
department of agriculture, as someone 
who knows the very broad range of 
Federal funding for USDA that sup-
ports agriculture-related scientific re-
search—the USDA is critical in helping 
provide our farmers with the informa-
tion they need to improve plant and 
animal resilience, to be more effective 
stewards of the land, and to adopt new 
technologies and practices on their 
farms. This could all be at risk if the 
agency’s head of science has no rel-
evant scientific training and even re-
jects current scientific thinking. 

I believe that science, not mere opin-
ion or partisan attitude, should under-
pin our decisions when it comes to our 
Nation’s agricultural policy. 

It is my hope that the administration 
will now go back and recommend a 
nominee who is scientifically trained 
and who cares deeply about the role of 
science in our Nation’s agriculture. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the 
en bloc consideration of the following 
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos. 
409, 410, 411, 414, 415, 416, 417, 418, 419, 
420, 422, 423, 424, 425, 426, 427, 429, and 
431. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The bill clerk read the nominations 
of Peter Henry Barlerin, of Colorado, a 
Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Cameroon; 
Kathleen M. Fitzpatrick, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, a Career Member of 
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Minister-Counselor, to be Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to the 
Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste; 
Michael James Dodman, of New York, 
a Career Member of the Senior Foreign 

Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania; Michele Jeanne Sison, of 
Maryland, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Career 
Minister, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Haiti; Jamie McCourt, of Cali-
fornia, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the 
French Republic, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Princi-
pality of Monaco; Richard Duke 
Buchan III, of Florida, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Kingdom of Spain, and 
to serve concurrently and without ad-
ditional compensation as Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
the United States of America to An-
dorra; Larry Edward Andre, Jr., of 
Texas, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Minister- 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Djibouti; Thomas L. Carter, of 
South Carolina, for the rank of Ambas-
sador during his tenure of service as 
Representative of the United States of 
America on the Council of the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization; 
Nina Maria Fite, of Pennsylvania, a 
Career Member of the Senior Foreign 
Service, Class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Angola; 
Daniel L. Foote, of New York, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, 
Class of Minister-Counselor, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Zambia; 
Kenneth Ian Juster, of New York, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of India; W. 
Robert Kohorst, of California, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Croatia; 
Edward T. McMullen, Jr., of South 
Carolina, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Swiss 
Confederation, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Princi-
pality of Liechtenstein; David Dale 
Reimer, of Ohio, a Career Member of 
the Senior Foreign Service, Class of 
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Mauritius, and to serve concur-
rently and without additional com-
pensation as Ambassador Extraor-

dinary and Plenipotentiary of the 
United States of America to the Repub-
lic of Seychelles; Eric P. Whitaker, of 
Illinois, a Career Member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and 
Plenipotentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Niger; 
Carla Sands, of California, to be Am-
bassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Kingdom of Denmark; 
Michael T. Evanoff, of Arkansas, to be 
an Assistant Secretary of State (Diplo-
matic Security); and Manisha Singh, of 
Florida, to be an Assistant Secretary 
of State (Economic and Business Af-
fairs). 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Barlerin, 
Fitzpatrick, Dodman, Sison, McCourt, 
Buchan, Andre, Carter, Fite, Foote, 
Juster, Kohorst, McMullen, Reimer, 
Whitaker, Sands, Evanoff, and Singh 
nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of the 
following nomination: Executive Cal-
endar No. 361. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Steven E. Winberg, of Pennsylvania, to 
be an Assistant Secretary of Energy 
(Fossil Energy). 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nomination. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nomination with no in-
tervening action or debate; that if con-
firmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table; that the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action; 
that no further motions be in order; 
and that any statements relating to 
the nomination be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Winberg nomi-
nation? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
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