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EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 295, 296, 323, 324, 
and 325. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The bill clerk read the nominations 
of Paul Dabbar, of New York, to be 
Under Secretary for Science, Depart-
ment of Energy; Mark Wesley Menezes, 
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of 
Energy; Richard Glick, of Virginia, to 
be a Member of the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission for the term 
expiring June 30, 2022; Kevin J. McIn-
tyre, of Virginia, to be a Member of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion for the remainder of the term ex-
piring June 30, 2018; and Kevin J. McIn-
tyre, of Virginia, to be a Member of the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis-
sion for the term expiring June 30, 2023. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 
with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Dabbar, 
Menezes, Glick, McIntyre, and McIn-
tyre nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the en bloc consider-
ation of the following nominations: Ex-
ecutive Calendar Nos. 378, 380, and 385. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc. 

The bill clerk read the nominations 
of Kyle Fortson, of the District of Co-
lumbia, to be a Member of the National 
Mediation Board for a term expiring 
July 1, 2019; Gerald W. Fauth, of Vir-
ginia, to be a Member of the National 
Mediation Board for a term expiring 
July 1, 2020; and Linda A. Puchala, of 
Maryland, to be a Member of the Na-
tional Mediation Board for a term ex-
piring July 1, 2018. 

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to 
consider the nominations en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc 

with no intervening action or debate; 
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Fortson, Fauth, 
and Puchala nominations en bloc? 

The nominations were confirmed en 
bloc. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 107, Steven Engel. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Steven Andrew Engel, of the District of 
Columbia, to be an Assistant Attorney 
General. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Steven Andrew Engel, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be an Assistant Attor-
ney General. 

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John 
Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Chuck 
Grassley, Thom Tillis, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Roy Blunt, John Cornyn, John 
Thune, John Boozman, Cory Gardner, 
Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Mike 
Rounds, James M. Inhofe, John 
Hoeven. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 384, Peter Robb. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Peter B. Robb, of Vermont, to be Gen-

eral Counsel of the National Labor Re-
lations Board for a term of four years. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Peter B. Robb, of Vermont, to be 
General Counsel of the National Labor Rela-
tions Board for a term of four years. 

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John 
Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Chuck 
Grassley, Thom Tillis, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Roy Blunt, John Cornyn, John 
Thune, John Boozman, Cory Gardner, 
Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Mike 
Rounds, James M. Inhofe, John 
Hoeven. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 407, William 
Wehrum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

William L. Wehrum, of Delaware, to be 
an Assistant Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

send a cloture motion to the desk. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-

ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of William L. Wehrum, of Delaware, 
to be an Assistant Administrator of the En-
vironmental Protection Agency. 

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, Thom 
Tillis, John Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, 
Chuck Grassley, Lindsey Graham, Roy 
Blunt, John Cornyn, John Thune, John 
Boozman, Cory Gardner, Pat Roberts, 
Mike Crapo, Mike Rounds, James M. 
Inhofe, John Hoeven. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is on agreeing to the motion. 
The motion was agreed to. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to executive session to 
consider Calendar No. 159, Derek Kan. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will report the nomination. 
The bill clerk read the nomination of 

Derek Kan, of California, to be Under 
Secretary of Transportation for Policy. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
send a cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo-
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby 
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Derek Kan, of California, to be 
Under Secretary of Transportation for Pol-
icy. 

Mitch McConnell, Orrin G. Hatch, John 
Barrasso, Johnny Isakson, Chuck 
Grassley, Thom Tillis, Lindsey Gra-
ham, Roy Blunt, John Cornyn, John 
Thune, John Boozman, Cory Gardner, 
Pat Roberts, Mike Crapo, Mike 
Rounds, James M. Inhofe, John 
Hoeven. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum calls with respect to 
the cloture motions be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII, 
the pending cloture motions ripen at 
5:30 p.m. on Monday, November 6. I fur-
ther ask that at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
November 7, the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of Executive Calendar 
No. 247, as under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, there will be a clo-
ture vote on the Engel nomination at 
5:30 p.m. on Monday. The Senate will 
vote on the Gibson nomination at 12 
noon on Tuesday. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Nebraska. 

CONFIRMATIONS OF AMY BARRETT, JOAN 
LARSEN, AND ALLISON EID 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, al-
though nearly half of those graduating 
from law school are women, only about 
a third of the Federal judges are fe-
male. This week, we had the honor of 
adding three more. 

I rise to congratulate these three 
successful women because their addi-
tions to the Federal court system are 
historic. They serve as more evidence 
that well-qualified women are becom-
ing more confident in stepping forward 
and serving our great Nation. 

Amy Coney Barrett, Joan Louise 
Larsen, and Allison Eid are three more 
cracks in that glass ceiling. Their con-
firmations are proof that successful 
women can balance responsibility and 
seize opportunity when it knocks on 
their doors. These accomplished nomi-
nees are not joining the Federal bench 
because of a frivolous attempt at try-
ing to balance out the gender disparity 
in our courts. They will be donning the 
black robes because they will have 
earned it. 

Amy Coney Barrett, our new judge 
for the Seventh Circuit, climbed to the 
ranks by clerking for Judge Laurence 
Silberman on the DC Circuit and Jus-
tice Scalia on the U.S. Supreme Court. 
In working with her husband, who is a 
successful lawyer in his own right, she 
has balanced family responsibilities 
while having achieved personal suc-
cess. At the age of 30, she was hired as 
a professor at one of the Nation’s best 
law programs, Notre Dame. Over the 
past 6 years, she has sat on the Advi-
sory Committee on Federal Rules of 
Appellate Procedure on the rec-
ommendation of Chief Justice Roberts. 

Joan Louise Larsen, the next U.S. 
circuit judge for the Sixth Circuit, is 
proof that hard work pays off. After 
graduating at the top of her class from 
Northwestern, Judge Larsen clerked 
for Justice Scalia on the U.S. Supreme 
Court before serving as a Deputy As-
sistant Attorney General in the U.S. 
Department of Justice, Office of Legal 
Counsel. She most recently sat on the 
highest court in her State, the Su-
preme Court of Michigan. She has done 
this while raising two children with 
her law professor husband. 

Allison Eid, the newest judge for the 
Tenth Circuit, has demonstrated bril-
liance throughout her career. After 
graduating from Stanford, she worked 
as an assistant speechwriter for Wil-
liam Bennett, President Reagan’s Sec-
retary of Education. After graduating 
from law school with honors, she 
clerked for Justice Clarence Thomas of 
the U.S. Supreme Court. She has 
served with distinction on the Colorado 
Supreme Court since 2006. With her 
husband, Troy, the first Egyptian 
American to serve as a U.S. district at-
torney, she has helped to raise two 
children. 

These three successful women should 
serve as role models to girls and boys 
across this Nation. They are proof that 
women do not need to stand back while 
others find success, and their confirma-
tions are evidence that, when women 
support each other, they will achieve 
at the highest level. They also dem-
onstrate the power of families when 
they work together to accomplish 
goals. 

We should be proud to have con-
firmed these three great women to the 

Federal bench. All of us receive letters 
from children who ask questions about: 
What do you do in the U.S. Senate? 
Weeks like this one should be part of 
our response. We empower those who 
have empowered themselves regardless 
of their gender. We shape our legal sys-
tem by filling it with qualified women 
who are dedicated to preserving and 
protecting our Constitution—the 
framework of our free Nation. We pro-
claim that hard work is to be rewarded. 
These three important confirmations 
are further proof that young women do 
not have to choose between raising 
families and rising to the top of their 
chosen professions. 

I stand here today and send a mes-
sage to every little girl who wonders 
about politics and every young woman 
who faces the challenges of starting 
out in her career: You can do this too. 
We love you, and we support you. Be 
confident when you want to step for-
ward and serve your community and 
serve your country. 

The judicial nominees who were 
voted on this week exemplify the best 
of our Nation’s legal community. Their 
confirmations to the Federal bench 
have added significant talent to our 
Nation’s system of justice. The work 
being done by the President and by this 
Senate in shaping the Federal courts 
with those who will follow the rule of 
law is historic. President Trump should 
be applauded for nominating such well- 
qualified people to be on the Federal 
bench. 

All of the nominees voted on this 
week will make exceptional additions 
to the Federal bench, and I hope that 
the President will send many more like 
them for us to consider. All four are de-
serving of their new positions, and I am 
sure that they will honor and protect 
the Constitution and serve the Amer-
ican people well as good judges. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
following statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD) 
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