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COMMEMORATING NATIONAL 
ADOPTION DAY 

HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the National Adoption Day cele-
bration that is taking place today in Odessa. 
Throughout the day, local courts in Ector 
County will open their doors and finalize the 
adoption process for families in the commu-
nity. 

It is fitting that National Adoption Awareness 
Month occurs in the month of November, a 
time of family and Thanksgiving. During this 
time of the year, we reflect on what we are 
most thankful for in our lives, such as our fam-
ilies. Each of our families provide us with un-
conditional love, help shape our character, 
provide a lifetime of precious memories and 
motivate us through challenging times. 

Unfortunately, not everyone is afforded this 
opportunity in life. Thankfully, God has 
blessed our world with selfless individuals who 
open their hearts and homes to these children. 
Many of these children have various medical, 
developmental, and emotional needs that re-
quires special nurturing from devoted parents 
and families. These special individuals who 
elect to take on full responsibility for their care, 
upbringing, and overall well-being provide an 
important service not only to these children, 
but also to our communities and country. 

I am particularly gratified to recognize these 
new families because I am adopted myself. 
My father adopted my little brother, sister, and 
me, so seeing other children who have the 
benefit of a loving family warms my heart. 

I want to thank CASA of the Permian Basin 
and the other organizations across the nation 
who help make National Adoption Day pos-
sible. I also want to thank the dedicated indi-
viduals who make a powerful difference in the 
lives of children through adoption. 

f 

LEGISLATION TO COMPEL THE RE-
LEASE OF ALL JFK ASSASSINA-
TION DOCUMENTS 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise in support 
of the legislation I introduced today that would 
require President Trump to immediately meet 
his obligation to release all documents that 
can and should be released pertaining to the 
assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

Despite the 1992 passage of a Congres-
sionally-mandated October 26, 2017 deadline 
requiring the President of the United States 
make a determination about what documents 
can and should be released to the public re-
garding President John F. Kennedy’s assas-

sination, the current President failed to com-
ply. 

The President’s failure to execute this re-
quirement before the established deadline 
raises long-held concerns that the U.S. gov-
ernment continues to withhold critical informa-
tion about the former President’s assassina-
tion. 

As a result, it is now up to Congress to en-
force this deadline and deliver to the American 
public the certainty it deserves. 

I urge my colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle to exert the authority of this body’s intent 
when it passed the 1992 President John F. 
Kennedy Assassination Records Collection Act 
and enact this important measure to enforce 
the required release of all appropriate docu-
ments concerning the assassination of the 
late, and Honorable, President John F. Ken-
nedy. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 80TH 
BIRTHDAY OF CAROL JACKMAN 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Carol Jackman, who turns 80 
years young on December 4th. 

Carol’s dedication to our veterans stretches 
back to her childhood. Growing up on army 
bases, she developed a keen awareness of 
the important work our servicemembers do 
every single day. Not only is she the daughter 
of a U.S. veteran, but she is the sister, wife, 
mother, grandmother, sister-in-law, and aunt 
of U.S. veterans. 

Volunteerism has been an important theme 
in Carol’s life. For over 50 years, Carol has 
been a proud member of the American Legion 
Auxiliary. She has served as unit president, 
district director, state president, and the chair 
of many different programs. During the 1970s 
Carol worked to ensure no veteran was forgot-
ten. She created and delivered homemade 
Easter baskets for sick and homebound vet-
erans. Carol has also spent decades volun-
teering at the West Roxbury and Brockton VA 
hospitals. 

Honoring veterans is her passion. To this 
day she plants flowers in the Highland Ceme-
tery, a tradition she has kept up longer than 
she can remember. She also serves on the 
Memorial Day committee in Dover, working to 
ensure each year’s celebration properly hon-
ors our servicemembers. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Carol 
Jackman on this joyous occasion of her 80th 
birthday. I ask that my colleagues join me in 
wishing her many more years of health and 
happiness. 

COMMEMORATING THE HONOR-
ABLE LYNN C. WOOLSEY ON HER 
80TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to commemorate former United 
States Representative Lynn C. Woolsey on 
her 80th Birthday. She represented Califor-
nia’s 6th congressional district, including Marin 
County and most of Sonoma County from 
1993 to 2013. 

Lynn was born in Seattle, Washington on 
November 3, 1937. A graduate of Lincoln High 
School, she attended the University of Wash-
ington from 1955 to 1957. Lynn received her 
Bachelor of Science degree in 1980. 

As a working single mother in Northern Cali-
fornia, Lynn spent several years receiving 
public assistance to help make ends meet. 
During her 20-year career in the House of 
Representatives, she focused on issues facing 
children and families. She describes herself as 
the ‘‘first former welfare mom to serve in Con-
gress.’’ Prior to entering public service, Lynn 
opened her own human resources consulting 
and employment agency, Woolsey Personnel 
Service, and taught at the College of Marin 
and the Dominican University of California. 

Lynn won her first election in 1984, when 
she ran for a city council seat in Petaluma. 
She served on the Petaluma City Council until 
1992, her last year as Vice Mayor. The people 
of Sonoma and Marin Counties elected Lynn 
to Congress in 1992 and continued to elect 
her to eight more terms. 

In Congress, Lynn served as a member of 
the House Foreign Affairs Committee, Chair of 
the Committee on Education and Labor’s 
Workforce Protections Subcommittee and as a 
senior member of the House Committee on 
Science and Technology. Lynn had many 
proud moments in federal public service. She 
secured federal funds for her district for a vari-
ety of projects, including funds for the 
Petaluma River flood control project and for 
the seismic retrofit of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
She voted against authorizing the invasion of 
Iraq and consistently voted to suspend funding 
for the wars. She was one of Congress’ fore-
most advocates on education issues, offering 
legislation to expand school breakfast pro-
grams, expand childcare programs and en-
courage young girls to study science and 
math. Her measure to provide job-protected 
leave for family members of injured soldiers 
was incorporated into the FY 2008 defense 
authorization bill. Lynn’s former colleagues, 
staff and constituents admire her immeas-
urably and continue to benefit from her dedi-
cated years of service. 

Mr. Speaker, former United States Rep-
resentative Lynn C. Woolsey served her con-
stituents diligently for ten consecutive terms. 
Her career is an excellent model of principled 
and dedicated leadership for members of this 
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body. It is therefore fitting and proper that we 
commemorate her on her 80th birthday and 
send her our best wishes here today. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE REV. DR. 
THOMAS L. WALKER 

HON. G. K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to congratulate my 
constituent and friend, Rev. Dr. Thomas L. 
Walker, for 50 faithful years in ministry, and 47 
years as pastor of Ebenezer Missionary Bap-
tist Church. 

Dr. Walker, a native of Edgecombe County, 
North Carolina, was called to the ministry in 
1970. At the age of 22, he and his wife Joyce, 
and their two children, Timothy and Teresa, 
began a ministry that would inspire and uplift 
the faithful for decades. Today, under his lead-
ership, the church’s community outreach in-
cludes TV and radio ministries, a daycare cen-
ter, a tutorial program, and ministerial 
trainings. 

The church also has a non-profit corporation 
called the EBC ‘‘ATOM’’ Project, Inc., whose 
objective is to improve the quality of life for 
low and middle-income citizens. Dr. Walker 
has committed his life to serving both his com-
munity and fellow man. One of Pastor Walk-
er’s many talents is his success as a gospel 
recording artist. Through song, his messages 
and voice have uplifted and inspired countless 
individuals. His signature, ‘‘One Day at a 
Time,’’ continues to inspire hearts across the 
nation. 

In 1996, Dr. Walker received troubling news 
when he was diagnosed with prostate cancer. 
Yet, he would not sit idly by or be sidelined. 
His perseverance led him to write, ‘‘Brother to 
Brother—You Don’t Have to Die of Prostate 
Cancer.’’ A thoughtful and informative book, 
Dr. Walker presents an honest account of his 
challenges and frustrations, with the goal of 
empowering men and their families. In April of 
2014, First Lady Joyce Walker, having battled 
sickness for many years, was called home to 
be with the Lord. Dr. Walker remained stead-
fast and continues to stand as a pillar of 
strength, persistence, and a living testament of 
the Gospel. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate this great North 
Carolinian and ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in expressing sincere appreciation for Dr. 
Walker’s fortitude, faithfulness, and servant 
leadership on this historic milestone. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM 
‘‘ROBBIE’’ ROBERTSON ON HIS 
PROMOTION IN THE ILLINOIS 
AIR NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to recognize Brig. Gen. William ‘‘Robbie’’ 

Robertson on his promotion in rank and to 
Chief of Staff of the Illinois Air National Guard. 

In 1983, Brig. Gen. Robertson became an 
officer in the 182nd Airlift Wing of the Illinois 
Air National Guard. Over his years of service, 
Brig. Gen. Robertson defended our nation in 
Operations Desert Shield, Desert Storm, 
Southern Watch, Joint Forge, Enduring Free-
dom and Iraqi Freedom. As a command pilot, 
he has flown over 4,800 hours in various air-
craft. Brig. Gen. Robertson’s leadership was 
critical to the conversion of the unit from the 
OA–37 Dragonfly to F–16 Fighting Falcon and 
to the C–130 Hercules, which equipped our 
Armed forces with tools they need to combat 
our nation’s enemies. 

In 2004, Brig. Gen. Robertson took over 
command of the 182nd Airlift Wing. Under his 
command, the 182nd Airlift Wing maintained 
the highest mission capability rates for ten of 
the past eleven years for all C–130 units. As 
commander, he is responsible for maintaining 
the combat readiness of eight C–130 aircraft 
and over 1,200 Illinois Air National Guards-
men. The 182nd Airlift Wing received the Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award five times dur-
ing his tenure. 

Brig. Gen. Robertson has committed his life 
to serving our nation. I am grateful for his 
leadership and sacrifice in the Illinois Air Na-
tional Guard. This country is blessed to have 
servicemen like William Robertson and I ex-
tend my sincere congratulations to him on his 
promotion to Brigadier General. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF LOUIS 
PAPIA 

HON. TED LIEU 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. TED LIEU of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Louis Papia, 92, of 
Agoura Hills, California, a constituent of mine 
who was laid to rest at Arlington National 
Cemetery on Monday, October 30, 2017. Mr. 
Papia was a decorated World War II veteran 
who fought in the D–Day invasion with the 1st 
Batallion, 314th Regiment, 79th Infantry Divi-
sion. He was a recipient of the Bronze Star 
and eight other citations, including the Good 
Conduct Medal, the Presidential Unit Emblem, 
the American Campaign Medal, the European- 
African-Middle Eastern Campaign Medal, the 
World War II Victory Medal, the Army of Occu-
pation Medal with German Clasp, the Combat 
Infantryman Badge and the Honorable Service 
Lapel Button for WWII. Mr. Papia was also a 
recipient of the French Jubilee Medal, for his 
service at Utah Beach during the Invasion. Mr. 
Papia received his Bronze Star when helping 
an Army medic save the life of a fellow soldier 
while under heavy fire. 

Mr. Papia landed at Utah Beach with the 
79th, and took part in the Battle of Cherbourg. 
His initial mission was to battle his way south-
west, across the Cherbourg Peninsula. One of 
the critical missions was to capture the port 
city so the Army Corp of Engineers could 
quickly erect a working port big enough to ac-
commodate large U.S. supply ships. The 79th 
fought in Normandy, Northern France, Rhine-
land, Ardennes-Alsace and in Central Europe, 

including Germany. Mr. Papia was under the 
command of Colonel Olin E. Teague, who 
later became the 16-term Congressman from 
Texas’s 6th Congressional District. After serv-
ing his country abroad in Germany, and as the 
war in Europe was drawing to a close, Mr. 
Papia was shipped back to the U.S. where he 
began to prepare to do his part in Operation 
Downfall, the planned U.S. invasion of Japan. 

Louis Papia is survived by his wife of 65 
years, Kay Papia, of Agoura Hills, California, 
and four sons: Louie, Russell, Mark, and 
Todd. Mark and Melissa Papia reside in 
Calabasas, California, with two of Papia’s five 
grandchildren. 

Mr. Papia will be remembered for his self-
less service to our country, and we are forever 
grateful to him. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
No. 604 I was absent on account of personal 
reasons. Had I been present, I would have 
voted aye. 

f 

HONORING THE 250TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CLAVERACK RE-
FORMED DUTCH CHURCH 

HON. JOHN J. FASO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 3, 2017 

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, today I am honored 
to recognize the 250th anniversary of the Re-
formed Dutch Church in Claverack. Reverend 
John Gabriel Gebhard dedicated this historic 
sanctuary on November 8, 1767, adorning the 
church with the text, ‘‘Stand in the gate of the 
Lord’s House, and proclaim there His Word 
. . . enter in at these gates to worship the 
Lord.’’ Reverend Gebhard headed the church 
for the next fifty years until his death, laying 
the foundation for what would be two more 
centuries of continued worship and community 
in central Columbia County. 

Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, Claverack’s Reformed Dutch Church 
is a historic treasure. During the Revolutionary 
War, this building served as a refuge for sol-
diers and officers. Surrounding the church is 
the Claverack Cemetery, where Claverack 
residents connect to the community’s earliest 
members. 

The church continues to serve as a center 
for religious, educational, and community ac-
tivities. On November 5, 2017, Claverack will 
come together to celebrate this incredible 
milestone. I thank Pastor Linda Miles, Vice 
President and Senior Elder Louise Bliss, Sen-
ior Deacon Donna Lynk Campion, and all 
members of the local Reformed Dutch Church 
for their contributions to this special commu-
nity. I am proud to honor the Reformed Dutch 
Church in Claverack for fostering 250 years of 
prayer and kinship. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 02:31 Nov 04, 2017 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A03NO8.003 E03NOPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 R
E

M
A

R
K

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T11:15:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




