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New York City, Chicago, and St. Louis during
his career, Bill and his wife of sixty-nine years
returned to Texas in 1972, to settle in Harris
County.

Blessed with four loving daughters, eleven
grandchildren, twenty-five great-grandchildren,
and two great-great-grandchildren, Bill and his
loving wife lived together for another forty-five
years, until Mary Beth passed away on May
13th, 2017.

In August of 2017, the flooding brought by
Hurricane Harvey left over three feet of water
in Bil's family home of over forty years, se-
verely damaging his house and ruining irre-
placeable mementos of his and Mary Beth’s
family.

In response to this tragedy, volunteers led
by former Navy SEAL, Markus Luttrell and his
wife, Melanie, rallied around Bill and made it
their mission to rebuild his home by his 100th
birthday.

Just two months after the effort began, peo-
ple from across the country raised almost
$90,000, $15,000 more than their original
goal, to fund the recovery. Thanks to the tire-
less efforts of these volunteers, Bill will be
able to return to his home by his birthday.

As he settles into his newly refurbished
home to celebrate his 100th birthday, | join
Bill's family, his friends, and his community to
thank the volunteers who quickly returned him
to his home and wish him a happy birthday as
he begins his second century of life.

RECOGNIZING KATHLEEN RAMOS

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Kathleen Ramos, who has been
a vibrant leader in the community since arriv-
ing in Vacaville, California with her young fam-
ily in 1986. She quickly fell in love with the
charm, generosity and spirit of Vacaville and
immediately decided she would devote her
time and talent to making Vacaville a great
place to raise a family.

Kathleen’s passion to help others is evident
through her community and public service.
Throughout her two decades as a top realtor
for Solano County, she’s helped countless
families find the home of their dreams. Her de-
sire to help the community didn’t stop there;
Kathleen has held leadership roles in thirteen
boards and commissions, including serving
five consecutive terms as president and past
vice-chair on the Community Services Com-
mission for the City of Vacaville. She also vol-
unteers in student education programs, was
past president for the Solano Community
Symphony League and is a Charter Member
for 100 Women Who Care About Solano
County and the Vacaville Soroptimists Twilight
Club.

Kathleen is married to her husband Steve;
together they have three adult children and six
granddaughters. She enjoys an active lifestyle
and when she’s not helping in the community,
you can find her on the bike trails or
racquetball courts.
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HONORING KATHLEEN GILSON
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a true community servant and long-time
pillar of the Riverdale Community Center, Ms.
Kathleen Gilson. Kathleen has worked at RCC
since 1982, rising through the ranks from Ad-
ministrative Assistant all the way up to Execu-
tive Director. She has done it all at RCC and
this year, after 35 years of service to her com-
munity, she is celebrating her retirement.

In 1985, three years into her career at RCC,
Kathleen became the Fiscal Officer and the
Director of Finance and Program Operations
by 1997. Then, in 2004, she became the Cen-
ter's Executive Director. During her tenure as
the Executive Director, RCC programs and
budgets have tripled, serving over 1,000 peo-
ple of all ages each year in their free youth
programs and Adult and Youth Education
Center. Kathleen has overseen an RCC after
school program that has become one of the
most successful free programs in New York
City—receiving “Excellent” ratings from all
funders and identified as “Exemplary.” Kath-
leen was also quite active outside her work
life. She served on her local school board for
13 years, eight as the president, and is cur-
rently president of her homeowners’ associa-
tion.

Of course, Kathleen's true passion is her
family. She is happily married with three chil-
dren, and two grandchildren. She currently
lives in Orange County, though she is a
former Bronxite herself.

Kathleen Gilson has been instrumental to
the success of RCC, and its amazing growth
can be directly linked to her efforts, in addition
to the efforts of her team. | want to congratu-
late Kathleen on her decades of service and
thank her for all the incredible work she has
done for Riverdale residents. | hope she en-
joys a well-earned retirement.

—————

IN RECOGNITION OF JERRY
DUNCAN

HON. MARK WALKER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an outstanding constituent, Jerry
Duncan from Guilford County. | am honored to
acknowledge constituents who selflessly an-
swered the call to serve and defend our free-
dom. A United States Army veteran of World
War Il and member of the Greatest Genera-
tion, Mr. Duncan served his country with
honor. Self-sacrifice, personal responsibility,
and humility are traits this generation em-
bodied. The tremendous strides our country
has made since World War |l are a direct re-
sult of these great Americans. North Carolina
is truly fortunate to have Mr. Duncan, an out-
standing representative of our community and
country.

| join with his family, friends, and the Sixth
District in thanking Jerry Duncan for his dedi-
cated service to the United States of America.

November 6, 2017
PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. JARED POLIS

OF COLORADO

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoidably
absent on October 31 and November 1, 2017.
Had | been present for the following roll call
votes:

H.R. 2521—South Carolina Peanut Parity
Act of 2017—I would have voted Yea on to
allow South Carolina the ability to appoint
members to the Peanut Standards Board.

Motion on Ordering the Previous Question
on the Rule providing for consideration of H.R.
2936—I1 would have voted no because this
motion prevented proceeding to debate a
problematic forestry bill, and allowed Congress
to debate and vote on the Dream Act to pro-
tect DREAMers.

H. Res. 595—Rule providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 2936—Resilient Federal Forests
Act of 2017—I would have opposed this rule
because it only allowed debate of seven
amendments, and blocked the consideration of
10 germane amendments. This rule does not
maintain regular order | strive for.

RECOGNIZING MICHALLE SHOWN-
RODRIGUEZ

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Michalle Shown-Rodriguez of
Fairfield, California, who has dedicated her ca-
reer to community service and is a pillar of the
community. Michalle currently serves as the
Development Director for Child Haven, where
she brings 30 years of experience in develop-
ment, grant writing, and executive leadership.

Michalle’s work with non-profits began with
the birth of her son and subsequent involve-
ment in co-founding a support organization in
Idaho that served families with medically frag-
ile children. She has been involved with the
National Foster Parents Association, the Si-
erra Association of Foster Families and Ron-
ald McDonald House Charities. Being an
adoptive parent of four elementary school-age
children, she had a passion to serve in an
education-focused environment where she can
have a direct impact on children and their par-
ents.

Michalle’s previous experience includes
working for the Crisis Support Services of Ala-
meda County where she was responsible for
developing programs to support suicide pre-
vention, crisis intervention and public edu-
cation. Ms. Shown-Rodriguez holds a degree
in social psychology and earned the Non-Profit
Certificate at Stanford Graduate School of
Business’ Center for Social Innovation among
other professional credentials.



November 6, 2017

HONORING JASPER COUNTY
VIETNAM VETERANS

HON. DAVID LOEBSACK

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. LOEBSACK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a group of Vietnam veterans from my
district. | stand to thank the Jasper County
Vietnam Veterans for their honorable service
to our great nation.

While serving, these patriots fought for, pro-
tected, and renewed the liberties and values
upon which our great country was founded;
fundamental values and freedoms that make
our country the greatest nation on earth. The
Jasper County Vietnam Veterans group works
to honor all of those that have served.

It is a privilege and honor to represent the
fine Jasper County Vietnam Veterans, along
with all the veterans in lowa’s second district.

HONORING RACHEL RADNA
HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure
to recognize a member of the Riverdale Tem-
ple community, Dr. Rachel Levi Radna, who
this year is being honored by the Temple at
their annual Gala Dinner.

Rachel was born in Tel Aviv, Israel. She
moved to the United States with her family
when she was 12 years old. Rachel attended
George Washington High School and then
Hunter College in the Bronx for her under-
graduate degree. She went to CUNY for her
doctoral degree in Biochemistry. While at Hun-
ter, she met her husband, Dr. Richard Radna,
with whom she has three wonderful children,
Rudolph, Rebeka, and Raphael. She recently
became a grandmother to Rebeka’s baby son,
Julian Avi. Rather than pursuing a career in
Biochemistry, Rachel managed her husband’s
Neurosurgical Practice, as it allowed her to
take care of her family. Rachel's family is the
legacy that she has created, and they are her
true pride and joy.

Rachel was not a regular worshiper until
she started to go to services at Riverdale
Temple. There was something at Riverdale
Temple that sparked a light in her that con-
tinues to shine. She went from congregant to
member of the Board of Directors, and she
has been the President of the Congregation
for the past 10 years. With such continuity,
Rachel is the glue that seems to keep the
Temple held together. She has worked closely
with Rabbi Lewis and, most recently, Rabbi
Gardner. When the clergy are on vacation in
the summer, Rachel coordinates and leads
lay-led services, at which she often functions
as both Rabbi and Cantor.

Aside from her involvement in Riverdale
Temple, Rachel loves to knit, bake, and cook.
She enjoys opera, karaoke, Israeli music and
dancing. Her favorite part of being President is
being on the Bimah during these past 10
years and watching our religious school chil-
dren grow to become B’nai Mitzvah. She is
also the co-President of the Riverdale Temple,
a wonderful honor in and of itself.
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Rachel has done so much for our commu-
nity and is most deserving of this recognition.
Congratulations to her on receiving this great
honor.

RECOGNIZING MRS. RENEE
TADLOCK

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Mrs. Renee Tadlock of Fairfield,
California, who is the Operations Director of
The Leaven, a faith-based afterschool tutoring
and mentorship program focused on serving
the underserved youth in our high-risk commu-
nities with educational assistance, physical
play, nutrition, and character development. Be-
fore becoming the Operations Director, Renee
was a Leaven Site Director and served to help
grow the Leaven Organization from one center
in 2009 to sixteen different locations through-
out Solano and Napa Counties and three sites
in Southern California with more scheduled to
open soon.

Mrs. Tadlock’s role at the Leaven has been
vital to the organization’s success and sec-
ondary positive impact of raising the quality of
life within each neighbor served by a Leaven
Center. Recognized by community leaders
and law enforcement officials, Leaven Centers
through their development of community rela-
tionships have proven over and over to posi-
tively impact crime rates, drive out negative in-
fluences, and empower residents to participate
in neighborhood watch and re-vitalization pro-
grams.

Renee developed her passion for education
and serving our youth during her prior service
as a pre-school teacher in Fairfield and a sub-
stitute para-teacher for Solano County Office
of Education. Renee and her husband, Mike,
serve as Pastors at Real Life Church in Fair-
field where she also serves as an inspiring
role-model to the church, youth group, and
community members.

———

IN RECOGNITION OF REVA INGRAM
FORTUNE

HON. MARK WALKER

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. WALKER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize an outstanding constituent, Reva
Ingram Fortune from Guilford County. | am
honored to acknowledge constituents who
selflessly answered the call to serve and de-
fend our freedom. A United States Air Force
veteran of World War Il and member of the
Greatest Generation, Mrs. Fortune served her
country with honor. Self-sacrifice, personal re-
sponsibility, and humility are traits this genera-
tion embodied. The tremendous strides our
country has made since World War |l are a di-
rect result of these great Americans. North
Carolina is truly fortunate to have Mrs. For-
tune, an outstanding representative of our
community and country.

| join with her family, friends, and the Sixth
District in thanking Reva Ingram Fortune for
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her dedicated service to the United States of
America.

CELEBRATING KEISER
UNIVERSITY’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Keiser University on the commemora-
tion of their 40th anniversary, which they will
celebrate on November 10, 2017.

Keiser University was founded in 1977 by
Dr. Arthur Keiser and his mother Mrs. Evelyn
Keiser, in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. By estab-
lishing Keiser University, Dr. Keiser and Eve-
lyn sought to provide individuals the necessary
educational tools for successfully navigating
their chosen careers.

Over the past 40 years, Keiser University
has been a shining example of what one can
achieve through hard work and dedication. It
has grown to become the third largest not-for-
profit university in Florida, bolstering 66,000
alumni, over 100 degree granting programs,
and 18 campuses across the state. Keiser
University has even stretched beyond U.S.
borders, establishing campuses abroad in
Nicaragua, Moldova, and China.

Throughout my tenure in Congress, | have
watched Keiser University grow and expand
its reach. Today, it has an annual economic
impact of approximately $3 billion in Florida,
while benefiting our residents with over 30,000
direct and indirect jobs each year.

Keiser University’s philosophy of putting stu-
dents first and treating them as individuals is
to be commended. Their diverse student body
includes veterans, first-generation students,
parents, caregivers, and students who have
already joined the workforce. Keiser University
provides the skills necessary for students to
be successful within our global economy,
while maintaining flexibility through an impres-
sive online curriculum, which allows non-tradi-
tional students the ability to access the quality
education they rightly deserve.

Mr. Speaker, | want to commend Keiser
University’s co-founders and family, Dr. Arthur
Keiser, his mother Mrs. Evelyn Keiser, and
Ms. Belinda Keiser, and the independent
Keiser University Board of Trustees, for their
enduring commitment to providing students
with a superior education. Over the past 40
years, Keiser University has proven itself to be
a home for quality higher education, and a
source of great pride to the people of Florida.
| am truly honored to represent Keiser Univer-
sity in my Congressional district, and wish
them many years of continued success.

RECOGNIZING MS. LOUISE
WALKER

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, November 6, 2017

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Ms. Louise Walker of Dixon, Cali-
fornia, who has been a strong leader in her
roles in both private and public organizations.
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