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the Astros an edge throughout the playoffs. 
He made several critical plays at third base, 
including an aggressive catch and throw to 
home plate in Game 4 to prevent a run. 

Following the end of the World Series, the 
Baseball Hall of Fame announced that 
Bregman’s glove is one of three artifacts from 
the Series that will be enshrined in Coopers-
town. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE TENTH ANNI-
VERSARY OF CHRISTIAN LIFE 
CENTER AT FIRST BAPTIST 
CHURCH OF FORT WALTON 
BEACH 

HON. MATT GAETZ 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. GAETZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
recognize the 10 year anniversary of the 
Christian Life Center at First Baptist Church in 
Fort Walton Beach, Florida. This 13,000 
square foot center was built in 2007 to serve 
as a community service outreach to residents 
in the Fort Walton Beach area. Any member 
of the community is welcomed to hold mem-
bership at the Christian Life Center and take 
full advantage of the multitude of resources 
they offer. 

With approximately 200 members thus far, 
the center is able to host a wide array of 
sporting options and programs including Up-
wards Sporting Program for children and the 
Special Olympics. In addition to sporting 
leagues the Christian Life Center offers over 
15 exercise classes and programs to mem-
bers of the community. CLC also offers phys-
ical training equipment to assist less mobile in-
dividuals with health and wellness. The com-
munity has access to the CLC as it serves as 
the meeting place for the Fort Walton Beach 
Chamber of Commerce in addition to holding 
various seminars, drives and job fairs. 

I would like to personally extend my grati-
tude to the Christian Life Center and the con-
gregation at First Baptist Church of Fort Wal-
ton Beach for their sincere love for the com-
munity and the resources they offer to provide 
a higher quality of life. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am privileged to congratulate the 
Christian Life Center on their 10th Anniver-
sary. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MERLIN AND SYLVIA 
MCALLISTER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Merlin 
and Sylvia McAllister of Shenandoah, Iowa, on 
the very special occasion of their 70th wed-
ding anniversary. They were married on April 
7, 1946. 

Merlin and Sylvia have enjoyed many ad-
ventures together throughout their 70 years of 
marriage. Merlin said, ‘‘We’ve been here, 
there, and everywhere, and just have a good 
time and enjoy life. We work together and we 

make a good team.’’ They have visited all 50 
states and have ventured overseas to Europe. 
Merlin said throughout his career he has been 
a jack of all trades and master of none. 

Merlin and Sylvia’s lifelong commitment to 
each other, their two children, three grand-
children, five great-grandchildren, and three 
great-great-grandchildren truly embodies Iowa 
values. As they reflect on their 70th anniver-
sary, may their commitment grow even strong-
er, as they continue to love, cherish, and 
honor one another for many years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend this great couple 
on their 70th year together and I wish them 
many more. I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating them on this momentous 
occasion and in wishing them both nothing but 
the best. 

f 

HONORING DAVID SEELY 

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 
OF NEW MEXICO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New 
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
Mr. David Seely who is retiring as the Presi-
dent and CEO of Kirtland Federal Credit Union 
(KFCU). Throughout his 27 years at the head 
of the lending institution, Seely oversaw tre-
mendous success as the credit union grew 
from $80 million in assets to nearly $800 mil-
lion. KFCU now serves more than 48,000 cli-
ents, including many men and women in uni-
form. 

Seely also earned a reputation for combat-
ting predatory lending practices and promoting 
financial education. When the federal govern-
ment shut down for several days in 2013, 
Seely ensured his members had access to 
services such as extended loan due dates and 
fee waivers while they were furloughed. 

In addition to his work with the credit union, 
Seely volunteered his time to help promote 
economic growth, as well as support military 
personnel serving at Kirtland Air Force Base. 
He served on the Kirtland Partnership Com-
mittee, the Greater Albuquerque Chamber of 
Commerce and the New Mexico Association 
of Commerce & Industry. Recently, Seely re-
ceived a Humanitarian award from the Jewish 
Community Center of Greater Albuquerque for 
his service to non-profit organizations and 
leadership at Kirtland Federal Credit Union. 

His work at the credit union and support for 
Kirtland Air Force Base was also recognized 
by Col. Michael Duvall, 377th Air Base Wing 
Commander, who singled out KFCU as the 
‘‘Best in the Air Force’’ for its commitment to 
improving the quality of life of Kirtland per-
sonnel. 

Mr. Speaker, I wish to commend Mr. David 
Seely for all of his success and his contribu-
tions. We wish him well in his retirement. I 
thank David. He is an inspiration to us all. 

HONORING DENISE M. FORTE ON 
HER RETIREMENT FROM THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to thank and pay tribute to Denise Forte, who 
is my staff director on the Committee on Edu-
cation and the Workforce. After a remarkable 
20 plus year career in federal service, today is 
Denise’s last day with us. 

Denise first came to Capitol Hill as a Wom-
en’s Research and Education Institute fellow 
in my personal office in 1994. While she re-
ceived her degree in computer science from 
Duke University, Denise’s fellowship on Cap-
itol Hill made her realize her true professional 
calling—helping ensure America’s children 
have equality access to a quality education. I 
recognized her talent and; at the conclusion of 
her fellowship, hired her as a full-time em-
ployee where she excelled at several posi-
tions, including as my legislative director. 

Her passion and talent eventually caught 
the attention of Congressman George Miller, 
the former Ranking Member and Chairman of 
the Education and the Workforce Committee. 
Denise seized an opportunity to join the Com-
mittee in 2001, where she served in succes-
sively senior roles, eventually becoming Con-
gressman Miller’s director of education policy. 
During her initial service with the Committee, 
Denise played integral roles in major reforms, 
including the No Child Left Behind Act, the 
College Cost Reduction Act, Child Nutrition 
Reauthorization, reauthorization of the Juve-
nile Justice Delinquency and Prevention Act, 
and the Student Aid and Responsibility Act, 
amongst others. 

Denise left the Committee in early 2011 to 
join the Obama Administration at the Depart-
ment of Education’s Office of Planning, Eval-
uation, and Policy Development as a deputy 
assistant secretary. In that capacity, she pro-
vided strategic advice and counsel to Sec-
retary of Education Arne Duncan. Denise also 
directed and managed several policy port-
folios, including overseeing budget, higher 
education, and early education policy develop-
ment. 

In late 2014, my colleagues in the House 
Democratic Caucus elected me to succeed 
George Miller as Ranking Member of the 
Committee on Education and the Workforce. I 
immediately knew who I wanted to help me 
assemble a staff and lead my team—Denise 
Forte. As my colleagues know, Denise is well- 
regarded and respected by Members and staff 
on both sides of the aisle. She is known to 
care deeply and fight vigorously for what she 
believes in, but Denise always remains fo-
cused on achieving what’s possible. She un-
derstands the importance of building bridges 
and working to identify policy areas on which 
Committee Democrats and Republicans can 
agree. 

The best example of that is the most recent 
reauthorization of our nation’s landmark edu-
cation law, the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act. Despite an increasingly polar-
ized environment, Denise believed in the pos-
sible and led my team to realize a full rewrite 
of the law in the Every Student Succeeds Act, 
which was enacted last Congress with over-
whelming bipartisan support. Denise led our 
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team’s effort and helped us accomplish some-
thing that hadn’t been done in nearly 15 years. 

Denise Forte built her career in public serv-
ice on getting results, making meaningful 
progress for America’s students and working 
families, and helping this institution function ef-
fectively. She cares deeply about Congress 
and our Committee’s mission, and she will be 
greatly missed. I wish her well as she gets to 
spend a little extra time with her husband, 
Kyo, and her beloved sons, Gabe and Johnny, 
before she starts her next adventure at the 
Century Foundation. 

Mr. Speaker, I speak for my staff, Chair-
woman VIRGINIA FOXX, and all the members of 
the Committee on Education and the Work-
force in thanking Denise Forte for her more 
than two decades of honorable service to this 
institution and the American people. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DELORIS STENZEL 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Deloris 
Stenzel and her late husband Glen, of Ham-
burg, Iowa, for receiving the 2017 Farm Fam-
ily of the Year Award by the Shenandoah 
Chamber and Industry Association. 

Deloris and Glen were college sweethearts 
and they attended Northwest Missouri State 
University. They returned to the family farming 
operation where they managed their farms for 
decades and were blessed with two children, 
Deb and Steven. Deloris and Glen were active 
in their community, and Glen served on nu-
merous area boards and committees. To-
gether, they were always eager to lend a help-
ing hand to neighbors, whether it was pulling 
someone out of a ditch, delivering meals, or 
helping combine a neighbor’s field. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to represent commu-
nity leaders like the Stenzels in the United 
States Congress and it is with great pride that 
I recognize them today. I ask that my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating the 
Stenzels for this outstanding achievement and 
in wishing them nothing but the best. 

f 

LEGALIZATION OF MARIJUANA 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, five years ago, 
Colorado voters chose to amend the State 
Constitution to legalize the cultivation, sale, 
and personal use of marijuana for people 21 
years of age or older. Today, Colorado is 
home to a growing marijuana economy which 
has created 23,000 jobs in the industry and in 
excess of $200 million in tax revenue which 
helps to fund our schools. 

States like Colorado, and now dozens of 
other states, have proven that allowing re-
sponsible adults to legally purchase marijuana, 
gives money to classrooms, not cartels; cre-
ates jobs, not addicts; and boosts our econ-
omy, not our prison population. 

Colorado ought to be an example for the 
nation, and it is past time we lift the federal 
prohibition on marijuana. That’s why I’m proud 
to sponsor the Regulate Marijuana Like Alco-
hol Act, which allows each state to decide for 
itself whether to legalize marijuana. In addi-
tion, I will continue to attempt to restrict the 
Department of Justice from enforcing federal 
marijuana laws in states where it is legal. 

Earlier in 2017, I launched the bipartisan 
Cannabis Caucus with Rep. EARL BLU-
MENAUER, Rep. DANA ROHRABACHER, and Rep. 
DON YOUNG. The caucus will serve as an im-
portant working group to discuss marijuana 
policy and its future, moving Congress into the 
21st century on drug policy. 

I applaud the pioneers of the cannabis in-
dustry in Colorado and nationwide. The perse-
verance and hard work to create a new model 
of legalization is commendable. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MALVERN BANK 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Malvern 
Bank of Malvern, Iowa, for celebrating 125 
years in business. The bank was founded in 
1892. 

Kate McGann, Executive Vice President 
said, ‘‘after 125 years, we’re hitting the refresh 
button with a new name and logo.’’ Through-
out its existence, Malvern Bank has gone 
through a number of name changes beginning 
in 1906 when it became Malvern National 
Bank, and in 1929, when Iowa banking laws 
changed to permit expanded trust offerings, 
the bank became the Malvern Trust & Savings 
Bank. Finally, it was in 1946 that Eugene W. 
Burdic became president of the bank, and 
since then his family has retained ownership. 
They have remained at their original location 
on 404 Main Street, continuing to providing 
the same type of customer service and com-
munity leadership the bank was founded on. 

Mr. Speaker, I’m proud to represent Malvern 
Bank in the United States Congress and it is 
with great pride that I recognize them today. I 
ask that my colleagues in the United States 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating them for this outstanding achievement 
and in wishing everyone at the Malvern Bank 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF JUSTICE PHILIP 
G. MINARDO 

HON. DANIEL M. DONOVAN, JR. 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the remarkable career of Justice 
Philip G. Minardo. 

Justice Philip Minardo was born and raised 
in Brooklyn where he later attended St. Mi-
chael’s Diocesan High School. In 1963, he 
graduated from Manhattan College with a B.A. 
in Economics, and later received his J.D. from 
St. John’s University of Law in 1967. In De-
cember 1968, John M. Braisted, Jr. appointed 

Philip as an Assistant District Attorney for 
Richmond County. He served in this position 
for over seven years and played a role in the 
successful prosecution of countless felony 
cases in Staten Island. After leaving the Rich-
mond County District Attorney’s office, he 
started his own law firm in September 1976 
focusing on civil and criminal cases. 

After Philip’s election to the Richmond 
County Bar Association’s (RCBA) Board of Di-
rectors, he became President in 1987, and as 
such represented then-Supreme Court Justice 
Frank Ponterio on behalf of the RCBA in the 
U.S. Supreme Court case Board of Estimate 
of City of New York v. Morris. In 1995, he was 
elected as a Justice of the Supreme Court of 
the State of New York, 2nd Judicial District, 
which serves Brooklyn and Staten Island. After 
serving on the Supreme Court, Justice 
Minardo returned to Staten Island where he 
was appointed as the first Administrative 
Judge of Richmond County and thereafter, the 
first Administrative Judge of the newly created 
13th Judicial District. 

Justice Minardo has also been the recipient 
of prestigious honors throughout his success-
ful career. In 2010, he received the Rapallo 
Award by the Colombian Lawyers of the First 
Department. In addition, he was a recipient of 
the Good Scout Award for outstanding service 
while serving on the Board of Directors of the 
Staten Island Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America. While his accomplishments are im-
pressive, Justice Philip Minardo places an im-
mense amount of pride and joy in his family. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to congratulate Justice 
Philip G. Minardo on his retirement and on his 
exceptional career. He has been an out-
standing jurist, and I laud him for his lifetime 
of dedication and success. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JANET PETERSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, November 6, 2017 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Janet Pe-
tersen, Iowa State Senator and Co-Founder of 
Healthy Birth Day, Inc. for being named a 
2017 Women of Influence honoree by the 
award-winning central Iowa Publication, Busi-
ness Record. 

For 18 years, the Business Record has un-
dertaken an exhaustive annual review to iden-
tify a standout group of women who have 
made a significant difference in business, 
civic, and philanthropic endeavors throughout 
the Greater Des Moines Area. 

Janet didn’t always believe she was some-
one who wanted to be at the forefront of pub-
lic policy. It was through her life experiences 
that she was ultimately called to public serv-
ice. During her time in the Iowa State Legisla-
ture, she has been a formidable advocate on 
the issues she is passionate about. Janet is 
also the founder of a nonprofit organization 
called Healthy Birth Day, which teaches 
prospecting parents how to track the move-
ments of their child in the third trimester. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent 
Janet in the United States Congress and I ask 
that my colleagues in the United States House 
of Representatives join me in congratulating 
her for receiving this esteemed designation, 
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